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_ « 

TTAVING been gratified hy the fascinating de» 
scriptions of some of the new discoveries in. the 
South S 'as, given in the voyages of our immortal 
conntryroan, Cook, we shall now attend Commodore 
Phipps, afterwards Lord Mulgrave, in his expeditioa 
towards the North Pole ; the narration of which 
will proper! J be introduced hy ^omc account of what 
other navigators had done qf suffered, in the same 
track, and in the same course. 

In the contention between powers equaUy formed 
by nature to meet an opposition, it may be glorious 
to OTercome; but to encounter raging seas, tremea* 
dons rocks, and bulwarks of solid ice, and despe- 
rately to persist in attempts, to prevail against sucli 
formidable enemies ; as the conflict is hopeless, so 
the event is certain. The hardiest and most skilful 
navigator, after exposing himself and his compauione 
to the most perilous dangers, and suffering, in pro- 
portion to his hardiness, the most cumpltcated dis- 
tresees, miist at last submit to return home without 
ffvceess, -or petUh by his perseverance. 
•TMs obserr^tum will be sufficiently j[usUfied^ by • 
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ip make tlie iicoia«w|i arw g— ■ •• <• fo» lili iMlMleii 

sttttcted) with Hkut hax» fof tiie p fe t owt tto of bMt, 
UMMtfly Ac, ) • vattfeM mm pt#irid«d ftfv tike aoetureel 
repose of the adienterer, mii « covering of sftil^eleth 
ttMtehedeeeKtlkeiwi^ggiuis to shelter theeit from the rays 
of the ton. These were ladeo wkh about ite handled 
pee«ds of g wsfiowiler ; a iaffgO' qeatitlty ef balletr; 
skteea fatess } kitohan ateasilt ; knee, groeery, 
liquors, . aaii te iaM se |/ hcstaleS'» oanher ef teys^ aad 
IHtU coMeailiae Ihot wem - dkssigaed to eooeitiat^' the 
affiectiea oC the varioaa ttitea who nvlght oceasioaaU jr 
lie seen in the coiirse ef the espedMeii* 

« Th«a snoanflsedateA, and thirstinig for m yrltm of the 
iatesieri onr aathor quitted CapeTo^n, eo the 18 th 
ofjElseaaber 17^1, wisb a tfoia of thirty oaeit, Ihiee 
luaatmia, d?e Hot t s s ito t i D, and nine degs, himself eseort. 
iog the conrey on hersi^iaciL. 

Ha? mg tesolfed to estaMMi a regular ofder ha his 
moceedinga, that night tend to ensare his fononal 
safely and the obedieace ^of his attendants, he eoai* 
iuaitded the dmers to uayeke the Oxen at the end of 
tha tad stage) aad permit theai* to feed, wh»e he care. 
MiFy exaBioed the earr iagea aad effi*et», to see that bo 
dmBgement had tahen place* He then recoaneltred 
tie ai^aceot moaotaia^ aody alter a tfKght repast^ re* 
signed his facalties to the domiaioi^ of sleep. 

. Hat Biormng they gained the sannait of the moan, 
taia with extreme difficalty, hat happily -dtseeTered a 
gmaitla dedsdty oa the opposite side, that coadttcted 
thaai^ with pleasune and fadtity, to a delightfal coun- 
try, whete they passed the night 0* the banks ef the 
idrer Palmit. 

On the stthaeqaeat day oar traveller waa tnrited to 
the resideaooof a {dealer, wbo, t e g elhcr with -his fami- 
ly, earnestly entreated him to spend the evening in 
their eorirpany ; but Vddiint pelitisty apelegkcd lor his 
lafuaB^ aad contiaiied hk ^c^te across the rrrer B^t^ 
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<^tine, tliirseasttet were ao formidable to the first 
discovecen became frequented at the proper seasons by 
the diips of evtiy nation. 

Foreign navigatmrs, however, were more sanguine ki 
tbevnotions of a nortli-west passi^, than of the exisr 
fenoe<tf a passi^ to the north-east; and it was not till 
manyunsaccessfbl trids had been made to discover the 
fbrmery that 'die hitter was again attempted. The ceie* 
hrated Hudson, who discovered the straights that lead 
to the great western bay, which still bear his name, 
after he had exerted his skill, in vain, to find a pas^ 
sage westward, was persuaded at last to undertake a 
^^y^» hi search of a passage to the Qoith-east. Thia 
he performed in IjSlO, but beug discouraged by the 
nuscarriiq^ of others, and the &tal issue that had at- 
tended tlwir obstinate perseverance, on viewing the lack 
of the country, examiiung the currents, and traversing 
an immence continent of ice, that stretched along th^ 
ocean, in a direction from east«outh-east to west-nortii- 
west, he concluded that no passage coidd be practicable 
in that direction, and therefore returned without making 
any other material discovery. 

From that time till the year 1676, the prosecution of 
this discovery was totally neglected by the English; and 
though the Dutch whalersamusedtheworld with wonder- 
ful rdations of their near approach to the pole, yet little 
credit was given to their reports, till the arrival of one 
John Wood, who had accompanied Sir John Narboroogh 
in his Visage to the South Sea. 

TUs able and enterprising navigator, behig himself 
an excellent mathematician and geographer, and reading 
in the Plulosophical Transactions, a paper by which the 
existence of a northern passage to the eastern or Indian 
ocean, was plausibly asserted, and this exactly coincid- 
ing wHh his own notions of the construction of the 
globe, he was induced to apply to King Charles II. for 
a commission to prosecute the discovery ; the accom- 
plishment whereof, it was said, would add to the glory 
B 3 
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of his majest/s re go, and iinmenseiy to the wealth and 
prosperity of his kingdoms. 

Many about the court, hoping to share in the profits 
of tlie voyage, were earnest in prevailing with his ma- 
jesty to forward the design, who, being himself fond of 
novelty, ordered the Speedwell frigate to be fitted out 
at his own charge, manned, victualled, and provided 
with every necessary; while the duke, his brother, and 
seven other courtiers Joined m the purchase of a pink 
of one hundred and twenty tons, to accompany her^ 
.which they likewise manned and victualled, and furnish- 
ed witli merchandizes, such as were thought marketable 
on the the coasts of Tartary or Japan ; the countries 
they hoped to reach. 

lliese ships being in readiness, and commissions made 
out for their commanders, Captain Wood was appointed 
to direct the expedition, on board the Speedwell, and 
Captain Flawes to bear hirn company on board tlie 
Prosperous. 

On the 28th of May, l(i7^,' they sailed from the 
Buoy of tlie Isore; and on the 4th of June cast anchor 
off Lerwick, in Brasst-y Sound, where they continued 
six days, to take in water and recnut their stores. 

On Saturday the 10th, they weighed anchor, conti- 
nued their voyage; and on the 15th they entered the 
polar circle, where the sun at that season of the year 
never sets. The weather now began to grow hazy, a 
circumstance that frequently happens in the polar re- 
gions, and darkens tiie air with tiie obscurity of night. 

Froju this time till June 2'2cl, when they fell in with 
the ice, in latitude 75 deg, 5Q min. north, nothing ma- 
terial occurred. On that day, at noon, they observed 
a continent of ice stretching to an imperceptible dis- 
tance, in a direct i(m from east-south-east and west- 
north-west. They bore away along the ice till the 
28th, when tliey found it jom to the land of Nova 
Zembla. 

On the 29th, they stood away to the south, to get 
clear of the ice; bat una rUmatelv fouiid themselve* 
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tmbayed in it. At eleven at night, the Prosperous bore 
down upon the Speedwell, crying out, ice upon tlie weat 
ther-bo\v, on which the Speedwell endeavoured to wa^e; 
but before she could be brought to on the other tack, 
she struck on a ledge of rocks, and ^tuck fast. They 
fired guns of dbtress, but were not heard, and the fog 
being so thick, that land could not 1^ discerned, though 
close to the stern of their ship ; no reUef was now to be 
expected, but from Providence and their own endea- 
vours. In such a situation, no description can equal the 
relation of the captain himself, who, in the language 
of the times, has given the following full and patheti*;; 
account. 

*' Here, says he, we lay beating upon the rock 
in a most frightful manner, for the space of thre^ 
or four hours, using all possible means to save the 
ship, .but m vain; for it blew so hard, that it was 
wholly out of our power 40 carry out an anchor capably 
to do us any service. At length we saw land close 
under our stem, to the great amasement of us all, 
which before we could not see for the foggy weather ; 
so I commanded the men to get out tlie boats, which 
was done. I sent the boats\vain towards the shore in 
the pinnace, to see if there was any possibility of 
landing, whicli I much feared. In half an hour he 
returned with this answer, that it was impossible to 
land a man, the snow being hi high clif&, th^ shore was 
inaccessible. This was bad tidings; so then it was high 
time to think on the safety of our souls, and we went 
altogether to prayers, to beseech God to have mercy 
on us, for now nothing but individual ruin appeared 
before our eyes. After prayers, the weather cleared 
lip a little, and looking over the stern, 1 saw a small 
l}each directly with the stem of the sliip, where I 
thought there might be some chance of getting on shore. 
I therefore sent oif tlie pinnace a second time, with 
some men in her to be first landed, but she durst not 
venture to attempt the beach. I then ordered out the 
long-boat, with twenty men to land, who attempted at» 
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and got safil od shore. Those In the pinnace foUcmtd, 
and tanked thidr men likewise, and both vessels refurnr 
ed to the ship without any accident. The men on 
ahore desired some fire-arms and ammunition, for there 
were many bears in sight. I thetefore ordered two 
barrels of powder, some small arms, some provision^ 
with my own papers and money, to be put on board 
the pinnace; but as die put off from the ship's side, a 
sea overset her, so that all was lost, with the life of one 
man, and seveial others taken up for dead. The pin- 
nace likewise was dashed to pieces, to our great sorrow, 
as by that disaster^ one means of escaping from this 
disDud country in case the Prosperous deserted us, was 
cut off. The loiig-bottt being on board, the boatswain 
and some others, would compel me and the lieutenant 
to leave the^ ship, saying it was impossible for her to 
live long in that sea, and that they had rather be drown- 
ed than I; but desuring me when I came on shore, if it 
were possible, to send the boat again for them. Before 
we got half way to shore the ship overset; so, making 
all possible haste to land the men we had on board, I 
went off to the ship again, to save those poor m^ who 
had been so kind to me before. With great hazard I 
got to the quarter of the dbip, and they came down the 
ladder into the boat; only one man was left behind for 
dead, who had before been cast away in the pinnace; 
so I returned to the shore. We then hauled up the 
boat, and went up the land about a flight shot, where 
our men were making a fire and a tent with canvas and 
oars, which we had saved for that purpose, in whiek 
we all lay that night, wet and weary. The next morn- 
ing the man we left on board, having recovered, got 
upon the mizen-mast, and prayed to be taken onshore; 
but it blew so hard, and the sea ran so high, that 
though he was a very pretty sailor, none would venture 
to bring him off. 

The weather continuing blowing, with extreme fogs, 
and with ftt>st and snow, and all the ill-compacted wea« 
ther that could be imagined, put together, we built 
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tn(Hi« tents topres^^e ourselves; and the ship, breaking 
to pjeces^'aan^ all on shore to the same place where 
we landed, which served us for shelter and firing. Be- 
sides, there came to tis - s<3me hogsheads of flour, and 
brandy in good store, which was no little comfort ia 
our great extrenfiity. We now lay between hope and 
despair^ praying for ^r weatherr that Captain Flawes 
might find us; hut fearing at tlie same time that he 
anight be cast away as well as we. 

But supposing we never were to see him again, I 
was resolved to try the utmost to save as many as I 
could in the long-boat. In otxler thereunto we raised 
her two feet, and laid a deck upon her; and with tlm 
boat, and thirty men, for she would carry no more, I 
intended to row and sail to Russia; but the crew not 
being satisfied who should be the men, began to be very 
unruly in their nund and behaviour, every one having 
ds much reason to save himself as another, some holding 
consultation to save the^boat, and all to ruo the like 
fortune; but here brandy was our best friend, for it 
kept the men always fox'd, so that in all their designs 
•I could prevent them. Some were in the mind to go 
by land, but that I new was impossible for any man ; 
and as no passage by sea eould be attempted till forty 
men were destroyed, I will leave it to the consideration 
of apy, whether we were not in a most deplorable con* 
diHon, without the interposition of Divine Providence. 

The weather continued still very bad, with fog#, 
snow, rain, and frost, till the ninth day of our being 
on shore, which was the 8th day of July, when in the 
morning it cleared up„i<nd to our great joy, one of our 
people cried out a sail, which proved Captain Fiawes^ 
80 we set fire to our town, that he might see where we 
were, which he presently discovered, so came up, and 
sent his boat to us; and by twelve o'clock we all got 
safe on boai*d, but left all on shore tiiat we had saved 
from the ship ; for we much feared it would prove fog* 
gy again, and tiiat we should be driven once more on 
Ibis miserable country; w^ch is;^ fojr the mo^t pari^i 



U FHIPPS'S VOTAGB 

€overe<l perpetually with snow, dnd what k hire 
like bogs, on whose surface grows a kind of moss, bear^ 
log a blue and yellow flower, the whole product of the 
earth in this desohite region. Under thesurface» about 
two feet deep, we came to a firm body of ice^ a thing 
sever heard of before; and against the ice-clifis, which 
•are as high as either of the forelands in Kent, the sea 
Jias washed undemeatli^ and the arch overhanging, most 
fearful to behold, supports mountams of snow, whicht 
I believe, '*hath lain there ever since the creation.*' 

Thus far in Captain Wood's own words. He adda, 
that by the tides setting directly in upon the shore» it 
may be affirmed with certainty, that there is no passage 
to the northward. One thing remarkable in bis rela- 
tion and which seems to contradict the report of . for- 
mer navigators, is^ that the sea is there Salter tbui he 
had yet tasted it elsewhere, and the clearest in the 
world, for that he could see the shells at the bottom^ 
though the sea was four hundred and eighty feet deepb 

Being all embanked on board the Prosperous, on the 
9th of July they changed their course, and steered foir 
England; and, on the 23d of August, they arrived safi^ 
in the Thames, without any remarkable acicident inter* 
vening. 

After the miscarriage of this voyage, on which the 
highest expectations bad been form^, the most expc^ 
rienoed navigators in England seemed to agree, that m. 
passage by tSus north, or north-east, had no existence. 
Th^ were the more confirmed in this error, for an er- 
ror it is, by the reasons assigned by Captain Wood, for 
changing his opinion cm this matter; for, before he weilt 
upon the discovei^, he was fully persuaded himself, and 
likewise persuaded many others, that nothing was more 
certain. When, however, he first saw the ice, he imaf* 
gined it was only that which jcuned to Greenland^ 
and that no solid body of ice extended ferther from land 
than twenW leagues; in this persuasion, he altered bis 
course, and coasted along in the direction in which the 
jce lay, expecting, at every cape or bead*}^ of ic^i 
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tftftr nmiing a certain distance, to find an opening into 
the Polar Ocean ;l>ut after running two or three glasses 
to the northward in one bay, he found himself entangled 
is another; and thus it continued till his ship was wreck- 
ed. By tids experiment he found the opinion of Barents 
confiited, namely, " that by steering the middle course 
between Spitsbergen and Nova Zembla, an open sea 
mig^t be attained, in which a ship may sa&ly sail as far 
as the Pole.'^ From his own experience, he therefore 
prooouBoed, that all the Dutch relations were forgeries 
which asserted, that any man had ever been under the 
pole; verily believing, that if there be no land to the 
nortfaward of 80 deg. that the sea is there frozen, and 
always continues so; and grounding his opinion upon 
thb remark, that if the body of ice which he saw, were 
to be conveyed ten degrees more to the southward, ma* 
ny centuries of years must elapse before it would be 
melted. 

To thb positive assertion, however, may be opposed, 
the testim<my of many credible persons, some of whom 
thenoelves have sailed beyond tne 80th degree of north 
latiUide, and others, upon evidence, whose veracity 
there is no reasonable cause to bring in question. 

Am<Hig Ae latter, we m^t with this singular relation 
of Mr. Joseph Moxon, a member of the Royal Society. 

" Being, about twenty years ago, in Amsterdam,^ 
«iys he, ** I went into a publk house to drink a cup of 
beer for niy thirst; and sitting by the public fire, among 
several people, there happen^ a seaman to come in, 
who seeing a friend of his^ there, who he knew went the 
Greoiland visage, wondered to see him, because it was 
not yet time ror the Greenland fleet to come home, and 
askcn him, what accident had brought him home so 
socmt His friend (who was the steersman) answered, 
that their ships went not out to fbh, but only to take 
in the lading of the fleet, to bring it to an early market. 
But, said he, before the fleet had caught fish enough t6 
lade us, we, by order of the Greenland Company, sail- 
ed unto the north pole and came back again* Whera^ 



upon^ says Moxon, I entered into discourse vnA hun^ 
and seemed to question the truth of what he said; bst 
be did assure me it was true, and that the ship was then 
IQ Amsterdam, and many of the seamen belonging to 
her, ready to justify the truth of it; and told me, more- 
over, that they had sailed two degrees beyond the pole* 
I asked him jf they found no land or islands about the 
pole] He answered, no ; there was a free and open sea. 
I asked him, if they did not meet with a great deal of 
ice? He told me no: they saw no ice about the pole. 
I asked him what weather they had there? He told 
me, fine warm weather, such as was at Amsterdam in 
the summer time, and as hot. I should have asked 
him more questions, but that he was engaged in discourse 
with his friend, and I could not, in modesty, interrupt 
them longer. But I believe the steersman spoke 
truth; for he seemed a plain, honest, and unaifectatious, 
person, and one who could have no design upon me." 

To authenticate this relation, which, however, does 
not seem worthy of much credit, it has been observed, 
that under the poles,^ the sun in June being twenty- 
three degrees high,- and havmg little or no depression 
towards the horizon, always, as it were, swimming 
about in the same elevation, might invigorate that part 
of the hemisphere with more heat than be does our 
climate, when he is, in the winter, no more than fifteen 
degrees at the highest, and but eight hours above the 
horizon; in which space the earth has time to cool, and 
to lose in the night, the influ&aces of heat which it re« 
ceives in the day. 

Another report, upon like evidence was made to 
King Charles U. by Captain Goulden, who, being a 
Greenland whaler himself, spoke with two Hollanders 
in the North Seas, tliat had sailed withui one degree 
of the pole, where they met with no ice, but a hollow 
grown sea, like that in the Bay of Biscay. 
* A still more credible testimony is, that about the 
year 1670, application being made to the States Gene- 
ral for a charter to incorporate a company of merchants 
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t6 trade to Japan and China, by a new passage to the 
BCMtb-east, the then East India Company opposed it, 
usA that so efiectually, that their High Mightinesses 
lefosed to grant what the merchants requested. 

At that time it was talked of in Holland, as a mat« 
ler of no difficulty to sail to Japan by the way of 
GieenlaHid ; and it was publicly asserted and believed, 
that several Dutch sliips had actually done it. The 
Biadiants being required to verify this fact, desired 
that the joumals of the Greenland squadron of 1655 
mig^ be produced ; ui seven of which there was no« 
tke taken of a ship, which that year had sailed as highr 
as the latitude of 89 ; and three joumals of that ship 
being produced, they all agreed, as to one observa- 
tion tsdcen by the master, August 1, l655, in 88 deg. 
SS min. nordi. 

But a proof incontestible, is the testimony of Cap-* 
tain Hudson, who sailed in 1607, to the latitude of 
81 deg. 30- min. north, where he arrived on tlie 16th 
of July, the' weather being then pretty warm. 

Add to all these, that the Dutch, who were em« 
ployed in 1670, in endeavouring to find a nortli-east 
passage, advanced within a very few degrees of that 
open sea, whibh is now commonly navigated by the 
Russians, and which would infallibly have brought 
them to the coasts of Chma and Japan, had they per- 
severed in the course they were pursuing. 

It does not appear, however, from any authentic ac*~ 
counts that we can collect, that any voyage, professed- 
ly for the discovery of a north-east passage, has been 
undertaken by either public or private adventurers in 
England, since tliat of Captain Wood in the year 1670, 
till the voyage we are about to relate ; and it is more 
than probable, that if the Russian discoveries on the 
north of Asia had never taken place, the thoughts of 
iindmg a practicable passage from Europe in that di* 
rection, would have laid dormant for ever. 

But tlie vast and enterprising genius of Peter the 
Great, in forcmg his subjects out of that obscurity, in 

Vol. XI C 
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which they had long beea involved^ open^ to flke>m^ 
ritime powers new sources of eoininerce» and fiinuafaed 
fresh motives for new enterprises. That gr&it piinav 
after makii^ himself known and admired tfaroo^touft 
Europe, conceived the design of optming a communi- 
tetion with the remotest parts of the globe, fmd do* 
covering to the world new countries which no £iim>pe* 
an nation had ever yetex|4ored. 

With this design he planned <me of the boldest en- 
terprises that ever entered into the heart <^ man ; and 
thou^ he did not survive to see it executed, the glory 
af the atchievement b wholly his. 

The country of Kamtschatka was as much unknown 
to. his predecessors, as it was to the rest of the civilised 
nations of the earth ; yet he formed the design of niak« 
^g that savage country the centre of the most glorioas 
atchievements. 

It was in the last year of dits great monarch's lifis^ 
that he commisrioned Captain Behring to traverse the 
wild> and then almost desolate, country of Siberia, and 
to coB^ue his route to Kamtschatka, where he was 
to build one or more vessels, in order to discover whe* 
ther the country towards the north, of which, at that 
time, they had no distinct knowledge, wa^ ^ part of 
America, or not ; and if it was, his inslructionBy autho- 
rised him to endeavour, by every possible means, to 
seek and cultivate the acquaintance of some European 
people, and to learn from them the state of the coun- 
try at which he should arrive. If he failed in this,, he 
was to make such discoveries as circumstances should 
present, and commit to writing the result of his ob- 
servations for the use of his Imperial master. 

To enter minutely into tlie particulars of Captain 
Behring's journey and voyage, would carry us b^ond 
the limits prescribed: let it su^ce to say, that after sur*- 
mountins incredible difficulties,, and suffering liard* 
ships which none but a Russian could have survived, he 
executed his commission successfully, and returned to 
i^tersburg in.sa&ty> after an absence of five year^ in 
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vUcii tiiBe» besides his voyage by sea, he bad tdraTelied 
kgouiig and returning, eighteen thousand miles by land. 

It is froBi the second enterprise of this astonishing 
Bian, and from the subsequent voyages of the Russians^ 
that we are able to ascertain the exbtenoe of a north- 
east passage; though the practicability of it is much 1^ 
be doubted §or any beneficial purpose* 

It was smne time about the year 1740, that Captaia 
Behrmg embarked on his second voyage from Kamts*^ 
chatka, of which all that we know is, that hesailed souths 
ward to the isles of Japan, and from thence eastward 
about eighty leagues. At thai distance from Japan h» 
disoovereid land, which he coasted northrwest, stfll np^ 
proaching to the nortb*east cape of Asia, which he 
doubled, and named Cape Shelvghenski, not daring t# 
hnd till he arrived at the mouth of a great river, w^re^ 
saidiii^ his boats, with most of his drew, onshore^ they 
never more returned, being either kSled or detained by 
the inhabitants, which male his discovery incomidete^ 
Sof not having men sufficient left to navigate the ship, 
she went onshore on an uninhabited island^ wheie the 
cs^>tain unfortunately died. 

Kite this voyage, however, we kam, that the sea, 
from the iKMrth-east cape of Kamtschatka, is open to the 
isies of Japan, and from a subsequent account of Russiaa 
voyages, published in the Philosophical Transactions^ 
from a paper communicated by the celebrated Eukiv 
k appears, that they passed along in small vessels, coast>-^ 
ing betlreen Nova ZemUa'and Sie continent, at divers 
tmca in the middle of sununer, when those seas were 
«peo. The first expedition was from the river Oby« 
lititade 66 degrees north, longitude 65 d^. easi 
fiom London, and at the approush of winter the 
sheltered themsdves by going up the Ja*^ 
the mouth of which is marked m our mapa 
70 deg. north, and in longitude 82 
4tg» east; whence the next summer they proceeded ta 
tibe nMNitb i^ the Lena, in latHude 72 d^. north, and 
in longitude 115 dcg. into which they again rethed for 
the wintef season. The third expedition was from th^ 



mouth of this river, to the faithest north cape of Asii^ 
in 72 deg. of north latitude, and in 172 deg. of east lon^ 
^itude from London. Thus the Russians having passed 
J)etween the contment and Nova Zembla, and sailed as 
far as the easternmost north cape ; and the English and 
Dutch having repeatedly sailed tlirough the straits 
that divide Nova Zembia from the continent, nothing 
can he a plainer demonstration of the reality of a north- 
-east passage, than the sum of the voyages here enumeo 
-rated, when added together. The English and Dutch 
«ail to Wygatz, or the Strdt of Nova Zembia; the 
Russians sail from Wygatz to the- North Cape of Asia^ 
tind Behring from the North Cape to Japan, This is 
an incontrovertible demonstration; yet it is obvious, 
that this course can never be practicable to ships em* 
ployed in trade. The Russians, by taking the advan* 
tage of an open sea and mild weather, in three years 
time accomplished but part of a voyage, which, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, may be made in less than one. 
.Who, therefore, would run the hazard of so desperate 
a passage, for the sake of reaping imaginary advantages^ 
by an intercourse with savages. 

But though the passage to the northern countries of 
the east was known to be impracticable to European 
navigators, in this direction, it was worthy the greats 
^ess of a maritime people, to endeavour to determine 
tlie possibility of attaining the same end by another 
course. 

The miscarriage and death of Barentz, and the ship^ 
wreck of Captain Wood, had left the question unde* 
termined, whether the regi<Nis ad joming to the pole are 
land or water, frozen or open sea. The advantages 
from this discovery, besides the glory xesultiug from, 
it, had the dedsiop terminated in>favour of navigatioQ. 
would have been immensely great. 

It must be acknowledged, to the lasting honour of 
the noble lord who then presided at the bead of the 
Admiralty Board, and who patronized the undertakins^ 
that the means to render it successful were in every r^ 
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Ipcct proportioned to the iniportaiice of the diseo- 

The vessels that were made choice of were the pro» 
perest that could be devised. Boinb*ketches are in the 
first Bistance stoutly built^ and not being over hirge^ 
are best adapted for navigating seas that are known to 
abonnd.with shoals and covered rocks: these vesseb., 
besides their natural strength, were sheathed with plank 
^ seas<med oak three inches thick, to fortify them 
a^unst the shocks and pressure of tlie ice, that, m Hieir 
pogress, they must infallibly encounter. They were, 
DCsideSy ftmiished wkh a double set of ice-poles, an- 
chtts, caUes» sails, and rigging, to provide against the 
ferriMe effects of the severe and tempestuous weather* 
that fiequentiy happens in high latitudes, even in the 
iniddie of the most temperate seasons. 

Vow was less care tak^ to provide for the comfort- 
aUe subsistence of the men, than for the pieservatioik 
ei their lives, by wise directions in equippmg the ships; 
and suf^lving them with every requisite that could b^ 
thought o1^ to prevent the fatal effects that other voy-^ 
agers bad experienced from inhospitable climes and 
Qiseascss* 

Thus equq;yped and provided, the connnand of the 
Kace fforse was eiven to the Honourable Constantine 
Phipps, now Lord Mulgrave, as commodore ; and that 
of the Carcase to Captain Skeffington Lvtwych ; the 
first mounting eight six-pounders and fourteen swivels, 
burthen three hundred tod fifty tons ; the latter four 
six-pounders and fourteen swivels^ burtliai three hun^ 
dred tons. 

On the 3d of June, 1773, the commodore made th^ 
signal to weigh, and next day, being off Sheemess, 
tl^ took their departure with a fresh breeze, and cotf^ 
tinned their voyage, without any material interruption 
or occnrrenoe, tul the 15th, when they lay to, off 
Brassey Isltrnd, and purchased fish from the Shetland 
boats at a very cheaip rate. 

On the l6th, they took a new d^Kurtnre from ihet<* 
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laud ; but were soon enveloped in a fog of ahnoil 
pitchy darkness, during the continuance of which guta 
f^ere fired and drums beat, to enable the Carcase to 
Heep company, while the consort ship was obliged to 
fepeat the signals, lest, in the deep gloom, they should 
run foul of epch other. 

When the mist vanished, they found themselves, by 
observation^ in 60 deg. 52 min. north latitude, and im* 
mediately steered a north-east course. 

Being arrived in latitude 65 deg. .9 luin. north, and 
the cold beginning to be very sensibly felt, the addi- 
tional clothing, which had been liberally fumislied by 
government, was delivered out to the oncers and meo. 
Next day, being the Ipth, the wind varied to every 
point of the compass, and the commodore brought to« 
and spoke his consort. 

On the 20th, they pursued their course to. tlie east- 
ward, with high breezes and a clear air. They were 
now within the polar circle ; and at midnight had an 
observation of the sun, and found their latitude 66 deg. 
52 min. north. Here the Race Horse sounded witJi a 
lead of one hundred weight, and a line of seven hun- 
dred and eighty fathoms, to which was appended a 
thermometer of Lord George Cavendish's construction. 
They found no bottom ; but it was ascertained, that 
the water was eleven degrees colder at that depth than 
on the surface; 

The following day they had light breezes and cloudy 
weather, and now they first observed a whale. Tiie 
commodore observing a whahng snow, with Hamburgh 
colours flying, fired a gun and brought her to. Being 
homeward bound with seals, a gentleman, who had em- 
barked on board the Race Horse with a view of pro3e« 
cuting the voyage, being already tired of his situation, 
bid an adieu to his friends, and took his. passage on 
board the Hamburgher, in order to return home. 

On the 22d the articles of war were read. The 
weatiier began to be piercing cold ; being now in tiie 
7^0 1^ degree of north latitude^ and about 14 min, ta 
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fte eastward of London. The rain poured down m 
ttieams, and froze as it fell« and. the air was tbkk and 
#f»leaaant. 

The rain continued next day ; and they heard three 
^iins fired at a distance, but saw no s)iip or other obr 
ject. On tlie 24th, the conunodore clianged his course 
to castrnorth-^ast ; and amidst fogs, gales, sleet, and 
piercing cold, they advanced till they found themselves 
p latitude 74 deg. 17 mm. north. 

On the 27th, they had light airs from the southward^ 
and felt it much warmer than the preceding day. Inn 
deed, the vicissitudes of heat and cold are much more 
firequent here than in tlie more southerly latitudes. li 
oft^ changes from temperate to severe co.ld almost m 
an instant. It should seem, likewise, that in -this lati-r 
tude the ice frequently shifts its place; fpr C^^ptain 
Wood, about the same season of the year, in 1676, fell 
in with ice near this latitude, and found it presented ai) 
impenetrable bamer against his farther progress. Hi« 
affecting shipwreck has been already related. 

On the 29th, being in latitude 78 deg. north, and in 
longitude 6 deg. 29 min. east, they came in sight of 
land; when a consultation was held concerning their 
future course. The appearance of tlie land lay from 
east-south-east to north-east. Falling in with tlie Mar-* 
quis of RockinghaouGreenlandman, she presented each 
of the ships with some venison, which was found verjj 
well flavoured, but not burthened with fet. By tliis 
Uiip, which had just come from the ice, they learned, 
that three whalers had, the day preceding, been crush^ 
ed to pieces by some floats of ice suddenly closing oa 
them. 

Pursuing their course, next morning they saiy Black 
Point, so called from its dark appearance, bearing east- 
ward at the distance of seven or eight leagues. Soon 
after standing to the east, they sounded, and founcj 
ground at one hundred and fifteen fathoms depth. 

On the 1st of July they had light breezes^d clear 
weather ^t midnight, and the sun sbpne as bngbt as at 
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lioon. fiarly tfais morning they made Chairles's ISsA^ 
and saw «<mie wbiiers at a distance. 

Next day they lay to« and took the altitude of « 
mountain, which they named Mount PanrieBsus. It was 
found thbee thousand nine hundred and sixty feet fy^A 
the levd of the sea^ wholly covered with snow, and a| 
a distance resembled an antique building qrowned with 
a turret. 

The bottom of this mountain, and the adjacent hills^ 
have sohietimes a very fiery appearance, and the ice 
and snow on their sides.^ in various fantastic forma, 
glisten with a brilliancy that exceeds the splendor of 
the brightest gems. This appearance is the general 
prelude of a storm. Here they shot some sea-fowl^ 
which had a very oily taste. 

July 3d, was a pertect calm. This day tiiey spdce a 
Hollander, who predicted, that a degree or two ia^thef 
north would be the extent of their progress this season^ 
Having doubled Cape Cold, they anchored about three 
miles from the land, and sent the boats ashore for 
water, which they found m abundance, pouring froni 
the rocks. ' , ^ 

The succeeding day, by observation, the latitude wasL 
79 deg. 34 min. north, and the longitude 8 d^. 10. 
min. east. The thermometer stood at 47. 

On the 5th, they were surrounded by a thick fog, ia 
consequence of which it was found necessary to fire 
guns to keep company. A dreadful crackling was no^r 
heard at a distance, which proved to be the dashing 
^nd grinding of the loose pieces ^of ice against ^ach 
other; the report of which is conveyed from a great 
distance. 

Next day, the islahdii of ice began to aippear, and 
the fog thickening, their atuation became very alarm- 
jpg. About ten at night the commodore bore awaf 
from the ice, and soon lost dght of it : but next morn^ 
bg descried it again, stretchii^ from east by south to 
north by east. 

The «fe&|her was doudy on the rtb, and fiadinf 
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themselves beset by loose fragments of ice, which gave 
them incessant trouble, they stood to the westi^'ard: 
but it was with extreme diihculty they could keep any 
course, for the ice came in such drifts as whirled the 
ships about in an astonishing mamier. 

Both vessels continued to be entangled by the ice on 
the following day, and tlie Carcase being driven to lee* 
ward, hoiste<l out^ her long boat to tow up with the 
commodore; but the ice closing very fast, it was im- 
possible for the boats to live. Orders were, therefore, 
given to stand to the southward, but the ships were 
unable to make head against the accumulation of ice 
tiiat contmually surrounded them ; and, therefore, were 
obliged to have recourse to their ice anchors and poles. 
Towards evening, the ice beginning to open, they strain* 
ed every nerve to extricate themselves from their peril- 
ous situation, which at last they effected, though with 
some loss. 

It frequently happens, that siiips, encompassed in 
this manner by the ice, perish by being dashed against 
the solid fields, or are crushed by the loose fragments^ 
suddenly coalescing. The greatest dinger, however, m 
from the loose ice ; for the whalers often moor their 
ships in security to the solid fields of ice that seem to 
rest upon the earth. In such situations, it sometimes 
h^ens, that no loose is to be seen ; yet, perhaps, in 
less than an bourns time, upon a change of wind^ it will 
pour upon them with irresistible violence. 

Though it is allowed, that many of the largest fieldai 
of ice are bedded in the bottom of the sea, yet it is 
equally certain, that they are often rent asunder by the 
raging billows, wiiich produces the most terrible crash 
imagmable. 

The excessive severity of the climate demanded all 
the exhilirants that the bounty of government had sup^ 
plied for the cornet of the crews. Each man had 
DOW two quarts of porter and a pint of brandy for hit 
daily allowance. 

On the IQth they sailed between munberlesf^ pieces 



of ke, ainoQg which Ihey saw several wliaks. *Eto 
ice soon becoming sotidaad compact^ they were obligeil 
to change their course; and the discovery of a passage 
to the pole, in that direction* being judged impractica-* 
ble, in the opinicm of every officer on boiutl, and the 
men almost worn out with continued labour, it was r&> 
solved to extricate themselves, as soon as possible, from 
the dangers with which they were environed. 

Next d^, -having with iimnite toil worked out of die 
loose ioei tbey.sailed along the main body which s^ 
peajped p^fectly solid and compacts This inunense 
mnsfi extended as far as tli^ eye could reach from the 
mast-head; but the aea was now tolerably clear. Early 
in the morning they saw land, which proved to be 
Cloven Cliff, in.latitode 79 deg. 56 min. north. , 

CHi the evening of the 12th, being four or five nnles 
jlistant fmxa the Cli^ they sounded and fpund a rocky 
bottom at fifteoi fathoms ; end saw several En^ish and 
Putch Gfeeidander9 et endlor in the Norways, as it is 
called, their usu^l place of rendezvcms, for Uiey never 
venture &rther Mth, A breeze springing up, they 
made saH, and a^on saw Haduifs Head, baring west* 
ward about six or seven leagues distant; and by noon 
they found th^na^lves in 80 deg. 2 min. north. 

On the following dgy they came to an anchor in 
Smearingbur^harbour, where they remained several 
days, to take in fiesh water, durmg which space our 
journalist was en^>Ioyed in surveymg the country, which 
is described as being awfully romantic, and fuU o^ 
mountains, precq[>ices, and rocks. Between these arc 
hills of ice, sqpparently generated from the melting of 
the snow on the sides of those towering elevations^ 
%irluch, being once congealed, every season receives mm 
accumulation of gelid matter. The eye of &ncy may 
•ee a thousand fantastic figures on these hills, repn^ 
aentii^ trees, castles, ruins, and the diffis^ent objects m 
piimated nature. 

Of these ice-hills, however, there are seven winch 
V(^ot$ fOf^uM^ i^tract lioticei they are called t^ 
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Seven Iccsbmgfas ; and when the snn shines fuH upon 
them, the prospect is meonceivably briniant, asstuning 
sU the various hues and tints that the reflection of the 
aolar orb on their rude surfaces can convey. Their 
lustre IS too da«Kling for the eye; and the air is filM 
wA an astonishing brightness, 
- Soiearingbui^'^harbour was first discoveitd by th4B 
Dutch* Here they erected sheds and conveniences for 
boiling the blubber of whales^ instead of carrying it 
home in the gn>ss. Allured by the hopes of gain, Sey 
also built a ^lage here, and endeavoured to settle n 
colony; but the first winter they all perished. The 
lemadns of their village may still be traced ; and their 
dcnnestic utensils, and other implements, remained i^ 
the shape of solid ice, long ^er the substance was de* 
cayed. 

Where every thing is new, a stranser must be at ^ 
loss to fix on ue first objects of his admiration* The 
rocks here are cartamly the most striking objects. 
Their snmmits are almost perpetually involved in 
clouds. Some appear one solid mass of stone, from 
top to bottom. Others consist of various frag^ 
stents, differently veined, like marble, with red, white, 
and yellow; and probably, were tliey sawed and po» 
fished, they mig^t equal, if not excd, the finest speci- 
mens of Italy imd Egypt. 

On the southeriy and westerly declivities of these 
rocks grow all the indigenous plants, herbs, and mosses: 
on the two odier sides tibe wind strikes so cold, that it 
idestroys every principle of vegetation. 

These plants arrive at maturity in a very short qmof , 
Till the middle of May tlie whole country is locked up 
In ke ; about the beginning of July, however^ th^ plants 
are m blossom, and by the latter end of that month, or 
the commencement of the next, they have perfected 
their seed. The earth is fertilized, in a great measure, 
by the^ung of fowls, which, after bree<&ig their youi^ 
tere during the summer; repair to more favouraUt 
'dimes* 
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Th^ plants most common in Spitsbergen^ are knrv^ 
iprass, and crowsfoot; th^e are, besides, a species of 
house-leek, an herb resembling stone-crop, snake-weed^ 
nvouse-ear, wood^strawberry, periwinkle^ and a j^aorit 
peculiar 1^ tbe coujtf iy» called tiie rock-plimt. its leaves 
are linguiform, about six feet long, and of a doll yeUoir. 
It is an aquatic, and' therefore rises in height in pro- 
portion to the depth of water in which it is found. 11 
smells somewhat like muscles. These are the princ^nl 
plants and herbs; of flowers, the white po|^y1spre« 
dominant. 

The rocks and precipices being full of fissures and 
clefts, which afford convenient shelter finr the birdfl; 
they breed there in immense numbers. Most of tlies^ 
are water^owH and draw their food from the sea. 
There are, however, some rapacious birds, that prey 
on their own kind; but thele are few. Thewafser* 
fowl eat strong and fishy, and their fat id not to be en^ 
dured. They are so numerous, as sometimes to darken 
the air when they rise in flocks; and they scream so 
horribly, that the rocks ring with their noise. 

There are a few small birds like our nnpes, and a 
kind of snow-bkd, but different from that found abeul 
Hudson s Bay. 

The ice-bird is a very beautiful little bird, but very 
rare. He is, in size and shape, like a turtle-dove ; but 
his plumage, when the sun shines upon him, is of a 
bright yellow, like the golden ring in the peacock's tail, 
and almost dazzles the eye to look upon it. 

The other tenants of this forlorn country are, white 
hears, deer, and foxes. How these creatures can sub- 
sbt in the winter, when the whole earth b covered with 
snow, and the sea locked up in ice, is hardly to be con* 
ceived. It has been said, mdeed, that when the ocean 
is all frozen over, and no sustenance to be procured in 
this country, they travel southerly to the warmer cli- 
mates, where food, proper for them, abounds in the 
immense forests of the northern continent. But who* 
ever considers the vast distance between Spitsber^^en and 
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At nearest parts of the nortfaeni continent, will be as 
iuuch at a loss to account for the subsistence of these 
creatures in their journey, as in the desolate region 
where they unjioubtedly remain. The bear b by far 
the best accommodated to the climate of which he is an 
inhabitant. He is equally at home on land and water, 
and hunts diligently for Ins prey in both. In summer 
he finds plenty of food from the refuse of the whales, 
searhorses, and seals, which is thrown into the sea by 
tlie whalers, and covers the shores during the time <^ 
whaling; and he has besides a wonderful sagacity in 
smelling out the carcases of the dead, let them be ever 
60 deeply buried in the earth, or covered with stones. 
But how he subsists in .winter, is very difficult to be ao* 
counted for on any rational principle. 

Disquisitions of this kmd, as they are beyond the 
reach of human comprehension, serve only to raise our 
admiration of that Omnipotent Being to' whom nothing 
is impossible. 

These creatures, as they differ in nothing but theilr 
colour and size from those commonly shewn in England^ 
need no description. 

The foxes differ little in shape from those we are 
acquamted with ; but in colour there is no similitude. 
Their heads are black, and their bodies white. As 
they are beasts of prey, if they do not provide in sum^ 
mer for the long recess of winter, it were, one would 
think, ahnost impossible for them to survive; yet they 
are seen in plenty, though, by their subtilty and swift* 
ness, they are not easy to be caught. 

The Dutch seamen report, that when they are huur 
gry they will feign themselves dead ; and when the ra- 
venous birds come to feed upon them, they rise and 
make them their prey. 

But the moet wonderful thing of all is, how the deer 
can survive an eight months^ limine. Like ours, they 
feed upon nothing that can be perceived, but the vege* 
tables which the earth spontaneously produces ; and yet 
for eight nionths in tti« year, the earth produces nuther 
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plttit^ berb, shrub^ nor biade of any kind of gtm ivfaat« 
^pv^r. Th^ are, besides, bat thinly clothed for so se* 
Tere a climate; and^ what seems still wone, ^ere is 
>iot a bu^ to be seen to shelter them, within the dis- 
tance that man has yet discovered. The means of their 
^bsistence must thmfore remain amos^ the secrets of 
nature, never to be disclosed, as no hmnan b^ing cai( 
.ever Kvebere, so as to be abl« to trace these creatures 
to their winta^s residence. It is known, however, that 
the rein<deer in Lapland subsist on the licken, whicb 
they scrape for to a great deptji in the snow* Analogy 
fnay here supply the place of demonstration. 

Amphibious creatures abound the most about the 
•founds and bays of Spitsbergen, and they seem best 
ndapted to endure the donate. These are the scab or 
^lea-dogs, and morses^ or sea-horses; of which the wha- 
lers ai^ themselves, when disappointed in completing 
their lading with the &t of whales. 

The seal is sufficiently known ; but the sea-horse, as 
lit is a creature peculiar to high latitudes, is, therefore^ 
4iiore rare. It is not easy to say how he came by his 
name ; for there is no more 13(eness between a sea- 
horse find a land-house, Uian there is between a wbal^ 
«Qd an elephant. The sea-horse is not unlike the seal 
in shape. He has a large round head, larger than Ijiat 
-of a bull, but shaped more like that of a pug-dog with* 
out ears, than any other animal we are acquainted with. 
^He taperd all the way down to the tail, like the fish wc^ 
call a lump ; and his si^e is equal td that of the largest 
f ized ox. His tusks close over his under-jaw, like those 
-of a very old boar, and are in length from one foot to 
two, or more, in proportion to the sijee and age of th^ 
unimal. His skin is thicker than that of a bull, aiu) 
covered wi h short, mouse-coloured hair, which is sleel^ 
«r and thicker, just as he happens to be hi or out of 
Heason when he is t^usht. His paws, before Imd be* 
hind, are like those of a mole, and serve him for oar$ 
when lie swims, and for legs to crawl when he goe9 
«pon the ice, gf on ibore^ He 19 » fierce animal, but 
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h^ Unvieldy nvhea out of the watek-^ is easily oxex* 
coine. 

These aminal^ are always found in herds^ sometimei^ 
of many hundreds together; and if one is attacked, the 
rest make a coifunon cause, and rtand by one anothei^ 
till the last gasp« If they are attacked in .the waterjr 
they will fight desperately, and will even attemfM: the 
boats of their pursuersi if any of them are wounded, 
and not mortally. Some of them have been known to 
knake holes ki tne bottom of tlie boat with their tusks^- 
in defence of theur yottng. Then- eyed are large ; and 
they have two holes in the upper part of the neck^ out 
of which they eject the water, like whales* 

Thoii^h the sea about Spitsbergen is full of fish^ ye^i 
they rather appear to be designeid by Providence fo 
the sustenance of one another, than for the food of man^ 
The mackarel, of which th^re are no great (dentyiseem* 
bot only to be the most wholesome and the most pala^ 
table, but also the most beautiful* They appear to be 
a differ^t Species from those caught upon our coasts* 
The upper paH of the back is of a vivid blue ; th^ 
other part| as low as the belly, of a gem-like green on 
an a2ure ground. Underneath the belly the colour is 
^ transparent white, and the fins shine l&e policed: 
silver. All the colours glow, when alive in the sea« 
with such a richness, that fancy can hardly form to it-> 
self any thing in nature more beautiful. Almost all the 
other fish on this coast are of an oily nature, and of ^ 
very indifi^rent flavour. 

The saw, or sword^fisli, is remarkable not only (ot 
the singularity of his shape, but also for his enmity to 
the wlmle. This fish takes his name froni a bread flat 
bone^ m length from two to four feet, which projects 
from his nose, and tapers to a pomt. On eaen side it 
has teeth like a comb, at the distance of a finger's 
breadth asunder. He is abo furnished with a double 
row of fins ; and is of astcmishing strength m the water^ 
HU length is from te^ to twenty feet He sterns^ to be 
(bfmed for wai^and war is his profes^n^ Ti|^ con* 
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fiict betwixt him and the whale is dreadful ; yet he ne- 
ver gives over till his sword is broken, or he coines off 
victorious. 

The whale is a harmless fish, and is never known to 
fight but in his own defence ; yet, when he is exas*- 
perated, he rages dreadfully. Though, from his mag- 
nitude, he may be called the sovereign of the seas ; yet, 
he is liable to be vexed and hurt by the meanest rep- 
tiles. The whale's louse b a most tormenting little 
animal. Its scales are as hard as those of our prawns ; 
its head is like the louse*s head, with tour horns, two 
that serve as feelers, the other two are hard and curved, 
and serve as ciencfaiers, to fix him to the whale. On 
his chest, underneath, he has two carvers, like scythes, 
with which he collects his food, and behind these are 
four feet, that serve him for oars. He has, moreover, 
six other clenchers behind, with which, he can rivet 
himself so closely to his prey, that he can no otherwise 
be disengaged but by cutting out the whole piece to 
which it is fixed. He is jointed on the back like the 
tail of a lobster, and his tail covers him like a shield 
when he is feeding. He fixes himself on the tenderest 
parts of the whale's body, between bis fins, on his 
sheath, and on his lips, and eats pieces out of hjs fiesh. 

Tliey found no springs of fresh water in Spitsbergen ; 
but in the valleys, between the mountains, are many 
little rills, caused by the rain and melting of the snow 
in summer; and from these rills the ships are supplied. 
Some are of opinion, that this water is unwholesome ; 
but this does not appear to be the case. The whaling 
people have drank of it for ages, and have found no ill 
effects from the use of it. Ice taken up in the middle 
of these seas, and thawed, yields also good fresh 
water. 

On board the Race Horse, Pr. Irvine, who received 
the premium by grant of parliament, for his discovery 
of an easy process for making salt-water fresh at sea, 
tried many experiments at Spitbergen, and in the course 
of t|)e voyage. That gentleman h^d formed a project 
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tor preseiVing flesl^^meat fresh and 9weet in long Ypy« 
ages; but it did not answer in this. 

lo calm iveather it was remarked* that the sea 
about the islands apjpeared uncommonly still and 
smboth; that it was npt suddenly moved at' the first 
af^f^roach of blowmg weather; but that when th^ 
storm continued, the waves swelled gradually^ and 
rose to an incredible height. These swelluig wave& 
sucoes^vely foUow one another, and roll along before 
the wind, foaming and raging in a frightful manner^ 
yet they are thought less dangerous than those that 
break short, and are less mountainous. 

It was observed lik^ise, that the ice that rested on 
the ground was not stationary, but that it changed 
place; and they learnt also, that in some seasons there 
was no ice where this season they were in danger of 
bemg embayed. There does not, however, from 
thence appear the least reason to conclude that any 
j»acticable passage to the Indian Ocean can ever be 
found in this direction; for were it certain that the seai 
were always open under the pole, yet great bulwarks 
of ice evidently surround it, sometimes at a less, ^nd 
sometimes at a greater distance. Moreover, were it 
possible that chance should direct some fortunate ad-^ 
venturer to an opening at one time, it would b^ more 
than a million tb one if the same opening were passably 
to the next who should attempt it. 

There are many harbours about Spitsbergen, b6* 
sides that of Smearingburgh, where ships employed in 
the whale-fishery take shelter in stormy weather; and 
there are some islands, such as Charles's Island, the 
Clefted Rock, Red-Hill, Hacluit*s Headland, &c. that 
serve as land-^marks, by which Seamen direct their 
course. These islands sure full of the nests of birds; 
but their eggs are as nauseous as the flesh of the fowls 
that lay them. The sailors sometimes eat them; but 
thc^ are filtliy food^ Even the gees^ and ducks, on 
the neighbouring islands, eat fishy and strong. 

The air about Spitsbergen is never free from icicles* 

D3 . 
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|f a person looks through the sun-beams frausverse^^ 
as he sits in the shade, or where the rays are confined 
in a body, instead of dark motes, as are seen here, myv 
riads of shining particles are observed, that sparkle 
like diaiuonds; and when the. sun shines hot, as it 
sometimes does, so as; to melt the tar in the seams of 
*ships^ these shining atoms seem to melt away, and de*- 
scend like dew. 

It is seldom that the air continues clear for man^f 
days together in this climate; when that happens, the 
whalers are generally successful. There is no differ- 
ence between night and day, in the appearance of the 
litmosphere about Spitsbergen, one being as light as 
the other; only when .the sun is to the northward, he 
may be looked at with the naked eye, as at the moon,, 
without dazzling. The fogs here come on so suddenly^ 
tliat from bright sunshine, the deepest obscurity some-p 
times t^es place in an instant. 

While our journalist was busy in making his obser^ 
rations, all belonging to the ships were differently enn 
gaged, in one employment or other, either of business 
or pleasure. The conunahders and ofKcers, with Mr, 
Lyon the astronomer, busied themselves in making oI>t 
nervations, being furnished with an excellent apparatus. 
They^ landed their instruments on a small island in 
Vogle Sound, and had several opportunities during 
their stay, of using them to advantage. Having erect* 
ed two tents, the captains from the fishery frequently 
visited the observers, and expressed their admiration* 
not only at the perfection of the instruments, but 
likewise at the dexterity with which they were accom-. 
modated. 

The ice began to set in apace, yet the weather was 
hot. The thermometer, from fifty-six in the cabin, 
rose to ninety in the open aur. It was still ten degrees 
higher on the top of a mountain to which it was car- 
ried. The island on which the experiments wera 
^lade, they called Marble Isl^uid^ from the rock by 
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ivldch it is formed. Having watered^ and finish^ed 
their obs»vations> the ships prepared to depart. 

July the 19th, the commodore made the signal to 
weigh: at two in the afternoon the ships \«ere under 
sail. At three they tacked and steered north^vard; 
and before four were ag^ entangled in the loose 
ice, through which they sailed, directing their course 
along the main body, which lay from north-west t« 
south-south-east. 

Next day they continued tlieir course sllong the 
ice; but could discover no opening, though they 
searched every creek, and left no bay or turning un- 
examined. This day tliey observed what the sailors 
call a mock-sim, a phenomenon well enough known ia 
this climate. 

On the 21st, the severity of the weather increasing, 
an additional quantity of brandy was served out to the 
people, and every . comfortable refreshment afforded 
them, that they themselves could wish or require. The 
course of the ice lay this day north-east. 

The two following days presented nothing remark'* 
able. 

On the 25th, they had gentle breezes, with cloudy 
weather^jmd were engaged among some pieces of ice, 
wliich kept them continually tacking and luiRng, At 
length they entered among mountains and islands of 
ice, which came upon them so fast, that is was with the ' 
utmost difficulty they could proceed; the Carcase hav- 
ing several times struck against th^m with such vio« 
lence, as to raise her head four feet out of the water. 
They now imagined, from the solidity and extent of 
these islands, that the late strong gales had caused s^ 
separation from the main body, the commodore thereo 
fore changed his course, with a strong gale to the east^ 
ward; in the morning the wea'her became moderate. 

Next day, at seven in the morning, they came in 
sight of Red-hill, a small mount which commands an 
open plain, known by the name of Deer's Field, be 
reason of its fertile appearance, it being the only spo* 
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oa which they saw no drifts of snow. In the vicinity 
lay Muffin's Island. Captain Lutwycfa tent out th<* 
long boat, with orders to sound along the shore, and 
t« examine the soil. This island is about a mile long^ 
very low, and looks at a distance like a black speck* 
Though the soil is mostly sand and loose stones, and 
hardly so much as a green weed upon it, yet it b re* 
markable for the nunriber of birds that resort to it in 
summer to lay their eggs, which were iso thick upon 
the ground, that tlie men who landed found it difficult 
to walk without tilling their shoes. 

While the crew of the boat, ten in number, with 
their officer at their head, were examining the island^ 
after havii^ sounded the shores, they observed two 
white- bears making towards them, one upon the ice, 
the other {p the water. The officer, who H seems was 
not distinguished for his courage, seeing the beard ap- 
proach, very fast, especially that which came in the 
water, ordered his men to fire, while yet the enany was 
at a distance, as he did not think it prudent to hazard 
the lives of his little company in close fight.. All of 
them pointed their muskets, and some of the party 
obeyed orders; but liie greater part, judging it safer 
to depend upon a reseiv^d fire, when they Imd ^eem-'' 
ingly discharged their pieces, pretended to retreat. 
The commander being very corpulent, endeavoured to 
VI addle after his companions; but being soon out. of 
breath, and seeing the bear that came in the water had 
juft reached the shore, thought of nothing now but 
falling the first sacrifice. His hair already stood on 
e« d; and looking behind him, he saw the bear at no 
great distance, ^ith his nose in the air snuffing the 
scent. He had all the reason in the world to believe 
it was him that he scented, and he had scarce breath 
enough left to call to his men to halt. In this critical 
situatiop he unfortunately dropped his gun, and in 
stooping to recover it, stumbled against a goose-nest, fell 
squash upon bis beily into it, and had very nigh smo* 
thered the dam upon her eggs. Before he could well 
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rise, the enraged gander came flying to the assistance of 
bis half-smothered consort, and making a dart at the 
eye of the assailant^ very narrowly missed his mark, but 
diiciiarged his fury plump upon his nose. The danger 
now being pressing, and the battle serious, the bear 
near, and the gander ready for a second attack, the 
men» who had not fled far, thought it high time to re-- 
turn to the relief of their leader. Overjoyed to see 
them about him, but frightened at the bear just b^ 
hind him, he had forgotten the gander that was over 
liis head, against which one of the men having levelled 
his piece, flred, and he fell dead at the major's feet. 
Animated now by the death of one enemy, he recovered 
his gun, and faced about to assist in the attack of the 
secmid. By this time the bear was scarce ten yards 
from him, and beginning to growl, the oflicer dropped 
lus accoutrements, and tell back. The crew in an in- 
stant had brought down the bear, and now it was time, 
for their leader to do something great. Having re> 
covered his arms, and seeing the poor beast grovelling 
on the ground, and growling out his last, he thrust his 
lance full four feet deep into the dying bear's belly. 
The cowardice of the chief was very entertaining to his 
party; he took to the boat, while a few of them re- 
luained to dispatch the other bear. 

On this bland they likewise killed a sea-horse. The 
sea-horse made a desperate defence, being attacked in 
the water; and had liiere been only one boat engaged 
in the combat, he certainly would have come ofi* victo^ 
rious; but the crew of the Race Horse having learnt 
that there were bears and searhorses on this little spot, 
were willing to share in the sport of hunting them, as 
well as in the pleasure of tasting their flesh, They 
accordingly landed in their boats, and came in good 
time to assist in pursuing the conquest. It happened, 
however, that their ammunition being almost spent, 
one great bear came up to revenge the de^ith of his 
fellows, and advanced so furiously, growling and bark- 
is^, thi^ he put th^ wbol^ company to flight; and 
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some of them, it is sfiid, had no gceat reason to laogk 
at their leader. 

The air beiag perfectly serene and the weather mo* 
derate on the 27th, the fishes seemed to enjoy the 
temperature, and to express it by their spoi'tiiig. The 
whales were seen spouting^eu* ^untajns towarda the 
skies, and the fin^-nsh foBowing their example. They 
likewise this day saw dolphins; th^ whole prospect^ in 
short, was more pleasing and picturesque than they had 
yet beheld in this remote region. The very ice in 
which they were beset looked beautiful, and put forth 
a thousand glittering forms; and the tops of the mouor 
tains, which tlie^ could see like sparkling gems at ai 
vast distance, had the appearance of so many silver 
stars illuminating a new firmament. But this flatter* 
ing prospect did not continue long. By an accurate 
observation, they were now in latitude 80 deg. 47 laau 
north, and in longitude 21 deg. 10 min. east from 
London; and in sight of seven islands, to the north, to 
which they directed their course. 

Next day they had fresh easterly breezes* whicfaji' 
from moderate weather the day before, changed to 
piercing cold^ At midnight the west end of Weygate 
Straits bore south by east» so that they were now on 
the very spot where Barents had supposed an open* 
mg would be found mto the polar sea. Yet so far 
from it, they could discover nothing from the mast- 
head but a continued continent of solid ice, except the 
islands already mentioned. On this ice, however, there, 
were many bears, some of whom came so near the 
ships, as to be shot dead by small-anns. . These bears* 
are very good eating; and many of them are larger 
than the largest oxen. In most parts of their body 
they are musket proof, and unless they are hit on the 
open chest, or on the flank, a blow with a musket-ball 
will hardly make them turn their backs. Some of the 
bears killed in these encounters weighed from seven to 
eight hundred weight; and it was thought, that the 
bear that routed, the sailors on Mulhn*s Island, cov^. 
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Hot weigh less than a thousand weight. He was, m- 
c)eed, a very monster! 

On the 29th, sailing among innumerahle islands of 
ice, they found the main body too solid for the ships to 
vasike the least impression' upon it; and finding no 
opening, the commodore resolved to send a party un* 
der the command of the first lieutenant, to examine 
the land, which at a distance appeared like a plain, 
diversified with hills and mountains, and exhibited in 
their situation a tolerable landscape. 

On trying the water, it was less salt than any sea- 
water they had ever tasted ; and they found likewise, 
that the ice was no other than a body of congealed 
iresh water, which they imagined had been frozen in 
the infancy of the earthy 

The succeeding day, the weather being clear, they 
lan close to the main body of the ice, and the sun con- 
tinuing to shine, made them almost forget the climate 
they were sailinfg in; but it was not long before they 
had reason for severe recollection. In coasting along, 
they observed many openings, and were in hopes, from 
tiieir distant appearance, that a passage might be made 
between them; but upon trial it was found, that these 
appearances were deceitful. They were then about 
four miles distant from the nearest land. 

On tlie last day of the month, the Carcase hoisted 
tftkt her cutter, and filled her empty water-casks with 
water from the ice. Qn this ice lie great quanties of 
vnow, and as soon as a pit is dug, it fills with fine, soft, 
clear water, not inferior to that of many land springs. 
At Qoon they sounded in ninety- five fathoms, the 
t^Tound soft mud. This day a bear came over the ice 
•to vfeit them, the first they had jseen since they lett 
Muffin's Island. They saluted him witli a volley of 
tmsdHr^rmSf and he retured tiie compliment, by turning 
{lis back upon Um. 

August 1st proved a day of trial. Lying to among 
the close ice, with the loose ice drivinor fast to shore, 
^ P9inmpdpr^ was desirous of surveving the wester- 

I 
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most of die seven islands, which appeared the highest^ 
in order to judge, from the prospect on the hills, of tlie 
possibility of proceeding fiirther on the discovery. With 
this view they carried out their ice-anchors, and made 
both ships fast to the main body: a practice very com- 
mon with the fishing ships that annually frequent those 
seas. Of the reconnoitring party were the captains, 
the second lieutenants, one of the mathematicians, the 
pilots, and some chosen sailors, selected from both 
«hips. They set out about two in the morning, and 
sometimes sailing, sometimes drawing their boats over 
the ice, they witii difficulty reached the shore, where 
the first objects they saw were a herd of deer, so very 
tame, that they might have been killed with the thrust of 
a bayonet: a proof that animals are not natursdly afraid 
of man, till, by the fate of their associates, they are 
taught the danger of approaching them: a proof too, 
that animals are not destitute of reflection, otherwise 
liow should they conclude, that what has be&Uen their 
fellow animals, will certainly happen to them, if they 
run the like rbk. The gentlemen, however, suffered 
only one of these fearless innocents to be fired at, and 
that was done by a sailor when tli^y were absent on 
observation* 

On this island they gathered some scurvy grass; and 
in many places they could perceive the sides of the hilb 
covered with verdure. 

After having ascended the highest hills on the sea-^ 
coast, and taken a view of the country and the ocean 
all round, the gentlemen descended, and about ^Ye in 
the afternoon embarked again on their return to the 
ships, at which they arrived safe about ten, afkar an 
absence of twenty hours. They were greatly disap- 
pointed by the haziness of the weather on the tops of 
the mountains, ^hich co^pfined the prospect^ and pie- 
Tented their takmg an ob^rvation with tue instnuneots 
they had carried with them^ tor that purpose. 

Their situation now began to be serious; and it was 
discoY^Md too late, that by grappluig to the ice, as 
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tlial rrmfiined unconsuiiicc), and eai it 
TIic ti«w i'n>in the sliil'. It) way k( •IJvii^u 
out great lumps of the fle»li pf tJii- ^ 
luit still left, vhkb the ulrl lu^r ! 
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expressed bj lljis pooi lieasi lu ihe djing monuriit! 
her expiring young. TUiiugh rllc was sorely ivomiH 
and cimld but just cmwl lo llie plmc wiiirc llit-y li 
the carried (i«^ lump of flesh she had futched anay, 
she had dune l!ie iillicrs before, Inre it iu jiii r<s, ! 
(aid it down before iheni; and when she sai> U 
refused to eat, she laid Iwr |iuwa firiit upi-n 
Ihea, upon Hie other, and endeavoured to : 
up. All this while she made tlie mwt pi<'! 
When she found she could uiit itir tlitw, slic 
and when «lie had got at seine dJstunct!, l-^\ 
and moaued; and that iint availinjj; her, ^hc ' 
>tid Btnelling round llicin, br^iin to lirk tlui: 
She weut oiF a second lime m before, and lui> 
crawled a few giaces, looked ;i^uin bcl iud ber, bu4| 
some time stood moaoins- Bui &liLl linr culiBnot *^ 
to folloiv her, she retumeil In iliem again, audi 
signs of InR^resBible foiidtie«, went round tnw 
round the otttcr, pawins them, and eKpressing hw 
tress, finding at In&ftnat Ihey were eold and life] 
slje raised her bead towardE tlie ship, and scemet 
growl a eurse npon the murderers: which ihey relum- 
ed with a volley of musket-balU. She fell tielweeri 
her cub^ and diwl licking their wound! 
relalefl by a voyager of credit in the liist centurir 
true, the filial f/mdness of these anhnuls, liowr — 
no less fcmailitthie Oim lUc jtfmtt|j.i>id. 
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D 1>th, ihi-y (ib>coyeied that itie drift of Hit; 

li ilic wbi>le bodj of ic€, Juclined tkat lo liie 

rstil: uikI Uiat tb^ w«ir alieady eiubii>«i( in tii« 

littiJtit of thi-' seven islanda. TWy therefore sent 

iiiUils uf If'ilh thips, niUi a {xirty of sulon, to 

UieramOHi i^iaail, I") see wbat dbcoverie* could 

k fwMi the prmnontories there. They tetum- 

elil, tiftt^r a iiitiguti)^ . journey, ivhhu dismal u< 



fill i>iH, of whom 
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■ ■\' liuili li"- -liii)'', tliut if Hii» 

n ib'tiilit tiapp'-ii in the <Ui|K>iutii)ti 'if tiip 

JbbiIi^^ ii*h' "f 'If r.'maininst pari of h^lli 

fti|Wif>e il. t.']")ti et-uciul cniit'iiltulir'a 

^ioM» to llu» iiiiilertaiiiii^', it hud hrni 

wA ai-i'irdiiqily, Ibnl ti 



r 

I 

i 



it PinPPSS VOYAGE 

eelf n'ldi more clotlies than what he wore upon hisbsolq 
Upon tbis occaunn, tberelM-e, the oBici 
selves infiaonels; and the comuion men piiton the ci 
which the officers had thrown off, i«hich gave tfc 
very grotewiue appearance; bill il seeuted ihe two o 
panics to a inut preserved ihvir wiiuted composure, 
heade.d by the comaioiiore, drew stoutly tor the tut 
of their leader; and that hrudtd bj their UntUemtntttu 
Iheir music to play to tlieiiii wore deservedly bfl 
U Tvell as tlieir commanders, partiailarty Lie 
Beard, whose steady aiid unilurra conduct in lii 
the givatest danger, according to our jonnuliUj l! 
honour lo hmnan nature. Neilher swayed by pasri 
nor disconcerted by tlie sud<len embariBMiueDtb that al 
intervened, his coudnct was nlways rairn, and his a 
resolute. lie never wag heard, during the ivliole « 
age, on the most pressing einergenrie, to a ' ' ' 
commands with an outli, or to call a e " 
other than his iisuul nuitK: i and so sensible n 
hw manly behaviour, that, whtui the «l)>p w 
at Deptiord, they were only pruvenled by hf 
nest rei|ucsl, from stripping ijieniselveg to llieir«M 
cover the Eireeig tvilh tliiur clulliex, thai be Dtiitlil'^ 
tread in the dirt mi goitu; to take coach. An Sliec * 
of this kind we are happy to prciwrve. 

lii six hours, with the imnosi eflbriJi "f iimnaa h 
they had only firoceeded A single n.ile ; and now i 
time for tliem to dhi«, which tlu^ did in mm 

They had juxt beifuo to tatevi llicir bta 
word wiu bruuglit lliai the whole huiK- ' 
cbnngcd its Mtiiation, and w aa moving to Ini 
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no sCKUt ttx^t, }el tlic boaU verv of a wricht h 
tn be moved by The «uull fuii-e ilii' -•"'-'' '"• -" 
ITicy were Iwsirfe^, by the driviiii; 
tban five niile^ tlisiniK-e from tbe -i 
nodutnnelsof cuniraumcatiou w.-i. 
Pravideiice wns mice iiiyrt *i<;]ialiit. ■ 
rikc island iin wliicli Ihe iauiiclie? . 
the Ri<!n wen; buuliiig liu^ni, uiul i,. 
tbe loss f>rH man, ihoiigl] ibe ice ii 
iiiidcr llieir ftei. 

The jii^oplp. oit brinrtl fau<l n<>l beea ablr tu force tl 
way will) the sliips itiucli mitre tbiiii a twli^ wlieft J 
party in the buiiches J»iii<^l tlitin. Antl iiow, e$(^ 
by wtiat curiiisily or insliiicl i« !iut ea^' Id detuut' 
Kvera] beara caiue piisrinz over tliv iec*(i< betprvla 
of their de|MtIure, mirl atlvanccd eo war llie ship*, I 
they niigbt have been easily iiiHstercil, bail not UlC tl 
bcou more seriou!>ly eni]iloyeiI. 1 

The broe:fe coutiuuiii^ t'rcsb fmm (Jie tattnwd, ) 
icG ieemed lo apeii as feal as it had bef(»re Hfwe*). w1| 
the wind blew westerly, and iVoiii i' " 
imsiraijitive proaf iif liind to tin.- . 
pina the ciureat nf ilie loose iec iu 1 1 ■ 
aiiil west, cbtBes it iu orcimrse, u:' I 

As tli« wiud («i the lOlh wus ^ 
maliebuttiltieiiroi-re.'.s. TIjuiw, r 
»L'emeil i-allier todnae ujioiil.liuinili/ 
right ttic breeze Bi»raiig u|i Ti-ejih ti 
i-si«edio|;ly cold, titil opeiiitig llie loc ti 
They Ibeii made all the sail Uiey could. dn'<nj 
loosening iee, aod jiurtijig il wlWrever il wi 
with Uicir whob- f-wce. Towards iiooti tt „ _ 
or the Seven IkIiuxIb, And iu a very little wbm 
10 Ihrir grent Joy, Spitsberijeu wan seen from tht n 
hea-t. 
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I t<i TCiiiiiK; tliiar nunted clufrruliictiE. The 

111 tl rir ky piifoo. auif 

■ ' , tr'itivily ami 

HI il;u i.iim LmIv. Uiey 
s it no tongu- ubstiucted 
•» h Trh^'li llif hmken 



tftt produced, uight Imt Itave hveu fmi- 

hifcall tlitii day thmtigli tlie loose 
I beiiriuft ^uuUi; aud in llieir 
Bilauditian. 
d Uic iie, and bore atva;^ mith 

irof Smeariitglnirgli, iii'ultich 

iDchor. Utrc tliey tinuid tuur 

in T«adliieA« to dejrurl. 

lie o.i„ iiin.it; r^ iliiit Hll 
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1, Oil llicir vviysiiW home; 
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their lives by means of th^ir boats. This is a very hu- 
mane institution, and does credit to the Dutch govern- 
ment. 

The day of our voyagers return to Sraearingburgli 
Harbour being fine, the commodore ordered a tent to be 
raised on the lower point to the south-west, where there 
was a level plain for the space of two miles, and whera 
all the mathematical apparatus were again taken on 
shore for a second trial. ^ 

They found, on the examination of the vibration of 
the pendulum, that it differed from tliat at Greenwich, 
by Harrison*s-time keeper, only twp seconds in forty- 
eight hours; which time-keeper, at their arrival at 
Greenwich, varied only one second and a half from the 
time-pieces at the observatory there. 
. The people weie now fully employed in repairing the 
ships and rigging, and taking in water for the remainder 
of the voyage. 

On the 17 th, vast pieces of broken ice, supposed to 
have fallen from the icebergs, came floating into bar* 
hour. When these pieces, which are' undermined by 
the continual agitation of the sea m stormy weather, 
lose their support, they tumble with a crack that sur- 
passes the loudest thunder; but they were told, that no 
other thunder was ever heard in this latitude. 

During the six days which the ships anchored here 
to make observations, refresh the men, and refit, our 
journalist made several excursions to the adjoining 
islands, where the birds appeared m astonishing numbers ; 
it being the season for bringing forth their young. 

Of all the birds that breed in these islands, tlie burger- 
master is the largest, and the most ravenous; he is so 
called by the Dutch, from his size and his authority, as 
he holds all the other birds in subjection. His bili, is 
long and crooked, rather like that of the stork than that 
of the hawk, and is of a yellow colour. He has a red 
ring about his eyes; is web-footed, but has only three 
claws on each foot, His wings are of a beautiful pearl- 
colour, edged with white; his back a silver grey; his 
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\y wltile a» inim, and tib tail ul' line same colour. 
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y did not eoim- i;t ti^lii f.f ciich 
r Hiirwicli. lu iliis M'jnu, llie 
iblEdungCT; unil I he Race Horse 
Ktotiliged to throw all Iinr ^uus ot^r- 
vcne, botli abiiistiticliiiredskktcly 
I) of Sejilentlier. 
, tvhidi Eecnis to lia\i^ tl«ter 
tal^^t!ij«d qucstiou concriniiu; llic iiu- 
1 to iLc Dorth poU, and vcrilied the assoi- 
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tiott of Captain Wood, that no passage could ever be 
found practicable in tliat direction. 

From the quantities of ice which that navigator met 
with in Jatitude 76 deg. north, he concluded, indeed er- 
roneously, that the ^ 80th degree would bound the pro- 
gress of ships in that course; and that from thence the 
polar region was either a continued continent of solid 
ice, or that land filled up the mtermediate space. 

Subsequent discoveries, however, have shewn that 
those seas are navigable as far as the S2d degree of la- 
titude; and in some years it may possibly happen that 
they will be found open a degree or two farther^ but it 
. may, from tliis voyage as well as the last undertaken by 
Captain Cook, be rei^souably concluded, that a north- 
east course to the Indies can never be pursued for any 
commercial purposes. 

It has. indeed been incontestably proved that such a 
passage actually exists, and that by watching favourable 
seasons it may be performed ; but who would think of 
exposing men and property to such a doubtful i^sue, 
when a certain and speedy connnunication with tiic 
eastern i*egions at all times lies open] 

This counti-y; therefore, und^jr the reign of his pre- 
sent Majesty, will for ever have thfe honour of ascertain- 
ing the limits of the globe and the extent of navigation; 
and how far ships can sail, or man exist, is now disclosed 
to the rest of the world by adventurous Britons. 



VOYAGE OF 
CAPTAIN THOMAS FOllREST 

I JVjFH' guinea and Ike MObUCCJS. 



r^HK monojioly nf Ihe sjiitwi nf die vuX by Ibo 
• Oufah, hsis- iiitvaj-^t Ixeti viewed with it Jciil(iu§ 
fr by oar Ea^l Iiulia Ci>in|iiU>y, aiid by (lie nation in 



is iuteltigence, it w«b resolved t.> 

w ftoiii |iarts, wliich, Iiaviiig nu 

Dutch settleiiwiiU, would of t-ourBC 

Pno dmputes. With diis vww. Captain 

B«ti]iiiiiitra (o uccompany Tuaii Haf^jcc, on 

p new Ouiuea, to HFcertuin Ui« tiadi oftbe 

k asteition, and tn lake bucIi »tii«r btqts as 

e ittint cortrluctive to ihc proposed ends. 

'a Fonwl liaci bien brought up tu nariliiuc 



well ta t'OiiiiiiUoiuucd, hy Ike Cllier or Itii!unibui|(|q^ J 
rccomtueiMlfi ilie etjiiipmeiit of a vessel of only ten UiU J 
puilliea, tlial tie mi^tt It- km Hie otijcct nl' j^uloiHybr 1 
in»|>iui(>n lo liic Dutcli at llie Molucca*, neiii' nltlcll U.J 
Vas ucccssarj tn \iasa. > 1 

All thing* tn'ing pfeimi-cil. lie went on bfloitJ (be I 
[Tartiir Cflllej. us tlie ces-el was nameil; huiiiip nitlt ' 
' "n only twrt Euriipeaii Miil'iii: ihc I'csl mn- Mulnys. I 

litii iU'ljiT, Willi siiuw vassuls and shvc-,, ;i('n>i>i}Kurit<l | 

It was tlic Hill of November 17"*. '''1":" Oiisadw^l 
Wous ollitrr left Balaiiibungiin. In \va diivs llit^ I 
Jcanie iu 'iyhf cf C'-wnn'.-.n Pooloo. Tlic biitl '» at *■ 
■niMilliiii^ N ■ ' "'- "fll covered with ircettj 
Ifeoon »! . I :i Muiigiiio iifoa, IwloMfrJ 

IK' to II, ■■-" 

"Enilv ■ .i.u-.i r,,n-.- 

K-ailll tVaitC'l nil ill 
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g with liie iwidait, ami pajing smw otlier 

iog Ihey aaw the sultnn's nicer, Piii- 

lllgbt(?T of l!ic geii'-rsil, ridiTi^ I'Bfk- 

' .n quicU Ool. Tlirvcb.l-rHWtie 

They wore wiiitlfiwiiw uf frne 

I nerc btirc; iiuil, I'nini Hie wairit 

I loiig rolts. uiU u-illt an rm- 

hp iiiidrile. 'ibi-y iwip arruss, 

1 \*rj Bhort stiiriiiw. These fci- 

ilKiuarkaWy well, (liU being an e\- 

f <leinalcs of iJutinction arc habitialed 

B,1Hb bUniT. 

ffalaiaeii excetluit f«fiTshments, ironsT^t- 
j oranges, and utliHT ln>fjicul l^uits. 
p captiiki left Soolao Rnuil, and uexl 
* !i threaleniMl, iic tried to readi 
J* both tbu cniTCTt und lidesetling 
K ktvay for a sui<ill Lnliuiil, faitber «a»t, 
^ vochor. 

■ iKpTDCerded to tJiel.sIuof TonkyI, 
j! bimtrlf nilh sume exct'lluni full, | 

^^ i] wn^ dieapfrt)ititheliali>Gi- Afb-r 

ct iMwlhcr, and having riin a coosidefable ' 
1 course, tlicy reuclwd th« blilude of j 
I. uortli. j 

H.Hniliet; now, fir Ihc fimt liiue, informed the | 
fai, diat il would be highly imprudenl to [iroi-ei-d 
±pfK^BrCuiuca«iili,i!yll PBS Y^p^^ l.e?l 
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L tlofl lo sail between GiJolg anil Ccltbes, ui onl 
I purcbuH-. luiii fit up a kinii of vcsst! callwl a Com 
Hiuljee, inilM»l, aeeiHcd to K:ivc a stnwj: dnure to »i 
Bucliian, the uiltaiiofubidiwitji tib tiear nJ&lioB; i 
[ Ibis probaMy infliitiiti'l I'i- "i^ini""- 

\ tile Iitlanii uf .S.i': 

[ Tfaey ihca atwr. 

I tivo priiivipnl *! n 

P |ta.<viing the fiinncr, tiirj ^aw y ehutII vmuw, « likii jnh 

[ died Jwaj from llwaii ns fiist a« )iF»»itiIe. 
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1 to btiitg Iiuti uwlcT iJidr doniinecring sub- 

■A •pedes of paliu. which grows here, 
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bcr,'l'iian lladjee reluninl from 

»it|iM)im) Uy n iiu's.'ii^ii^'ry from 
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41. II iies in lutitiiile 

plnde 1<17 tttg. 4 inin. oibl. 
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d«r. Saine i^ay the iliicf (liat Irait rnramltifil 1]Kt< 
l>ery waa tukea, und liriitig:lil to MarerV* "" ~~ ' 
nwne of tlie sloleu gouil* weru iwdvctwL 
being asked bow lie triiiht:<t lu lisvt! Iiiui put 
answer, Uiat os llie iiHeuce wm coiiii»-" 
they mighl punish liim iiflcr (lirir iiwn M 
l^ril was a I'a[iuB C^lTrc, nuil rltd not O) . 
tevXai at his silualitin. Il scans Ite escu|>e(l « 
fcct itniHinity. 

On Uie S7Ci, -j 
from (lie Sullau..'"'' ■ ; ! 

muster to Tii." ' i 

tajitain. Tlit-.i- 

bad order) fruii v f 

soever Ik iiiJglit tliiiik projicr y^ y_o, -.ir:] tu . 
iu «Tery tliii^;; til Uie utmost of liieir poui'r. Tbe V 
ael, in wluch Uiese riie«6eiigi>rii caiiic, nnicd L-igUtM 
nieu, wiliitwo Irraas swivel guiw, ami inaoy bowad^ 

Ou tlie :iOth. tfie cuptnin (^mploycit a Papim Ion 
biiM a wooden anchor, and stipulated tor lite p ' ' 
the cveuing several peisOT* from Patiuiy as 
his house to dciuHad hvM in<.>i)^y ; a hind t 
jn lieu of custouis. 'i'oiiii Hadjcp 
wre Ilium, \\r.d il was llie inlf,. 



thcc.,-. ■ ■ ■ .' 

for Ihe (light; Init .■■.mie v.giLiiiCL- ^i.kI f 

cessary tirnonic 8iii:lf people. 

Next day, ihi- wooden unclior, ^vhicli llieP.™ 
had contracted tu inuke, wtu found cut uiim 
toll tlie workuiati wus observed us if prcpsripi 
Afi' oa B .juumey. Tlie eti^ititin leelinj; rcwubuent] 
the trick he liud pin »jKn bim, «[i»l(«- jHupily to li' 
Dfddt excited ibe n^^ of llie iilvndcr to such » ll 
grce. lliat be wa« gV.t^i to punfy it at the «tp( 
t^ t|uicf ibe wottb ul' hs litbour. From U)e a 



e usual boiu' of bieakl^it. 



i flboHt iwft iriIp* f«*in To- 



1 iui|K>iUii«>; 



, U- <li.-. ■ 



e rtiicfr nf ihp islands had 

... . .1 „., ajj i,vat(.(| 

%M^i« af il)e 

I H,jrc tiiwta 

mim.'. Til*",.- (li-t-.-iuweiK^s wni- 

leriw cliiim m vinMation, which 

aidaucc : aiid ii Uuluver might be 
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Uic qualities nf his htaut, it seisms lie W i p 

uell-bi'ed Mnd uiost agreenhlr eumpaiiH^ 

Ou llw (Till of JaniLir - ' - ■' - 
pul lo sea, olie oflllc i' 
min rorresl. tluil il ''■■ 
(iuiwM, iliey vMuiil not n. ■ . 
K.ptied dial ll was eiilm-lv 'i;ii!'iik,il ; .ii>ii ucconW^ 
tiicy Idl Uiiii. 

Na\t iiKiiuiitg, a gim lidii:; lir'?'Cl ut n xig^nil A 
ing, "llit fiuiiguiiy approaehrrd. whiii a fR^twrn, i. 
iMujiallu, a mail nf some note, callrti (lOt, lint if I 
BaHiian oUiccrs declined ilie vii>agp, l>e mttll doff 

Without retumin:; soy BR?n-nr In 
adilress, tlic cnpbifn cu'^uJii'd for Tton llni^jer, i 
wiw not visible. MapaUai-i-^'mTCil In- whsshA. 
lliii the cupbiin vms no tuii^cr iu duulil, lljat tttial^ 
liajipeReil tlic preceding day, niid likcwi^ llit- ]i) 
<Ii?lrclJon. twrc to be u»crt|ji:ii to tUt- iusl^lk 
TiiMi Hailjee. 

CapUin Fi>rrMt riow PjikiJ il iirfr=.- 
aiul tu souiiil 0'- . '■ ' 

onwiy thing, 
the int«ndeii ^''' 
niKi shade, l!><' > ' 

t(j procted iiirlljtr, il' !(.■ i-mlii gi^l 
grace; mid ihfitfiire, lo UK*r his vM--tt*N 
pnidcnt, told hhri, tliui lii-liiiiiM:lfeavcii|iij 
of i;i>ii(g to Nkw Giiint.'u ; Iiol nisliud he wa 
pviuy liint lit Umu.' itf tlie iiluiul.i to the ndrtb' 
Waj^;uill, near whfch Uiey were; tlial tlirj migirt 
nblt^ Iu give suuk inlclligeiice on tlicir nrltim to B ' 
buii^U. TliJB idea pkHsul Thiui HaJjec, 
jiiclded with appureiil satisfuciiiin. 

While Cuplnin Forrest lay ut Tomo^iy, lie I 
twportunity of itioi-iiring sumc intbriitntioa i — 
the iolund) in that vieiniiv. 

Al Gilnlo ho kanieif that Ibcre ipore i 

d cuttle. Of ibeeui utd he aaiv unly a few | 



a islunil* netv mnny « ilil 
^l-Numed uUiul |>r(Hlai-i'a 

I iii:nti<metl liv Daiiij)icr. 

■z', on viiam Itirre is it 

Nirulljf on 6»h Hnil sago 

'?, hIucIi llicy lircnli iii a 

V tyruy fur tinv. A |iji>liriilar 

i»ed cyty. is «ltn nilti lln- 

irin^ Mn Atoiuaiic Autuiir, is 

ft* cutry or itnt'. 

fi«i tbt iiaUi«s had a nry pp 

^ htn<-(l Tbr> pni tlir rougli 

Iwid lIlLIt 

I iigur. itie 



udtllraURll 

; I'dllj 1 I Uii,bt, wlicrc 

Idillp. tiii-> Miuit 14 nUut 

it Hortli-w<y*t (jiwrti r iif W aycmu 
^oiini with sit iienpleiiro-td like 
fefHIURge Illpy ^|" l>e Tlipy belong' il 
Ktloop, thcniiilliLliaibnurolIlkalto 
), Strait tbut dhirks tlic Islaud il 
J cwivcoied iMiirli witli ihe )m^ui»>t, 
^ Mod M-ciiiud ver<. ruiious >inil \uc[\it 
« cu]iDiiti truiteU tbeni \i itii all in t 

—f of tile flih Uiey ■passed (lie small 
t and sooa alitt kuxcb in aiglil of a rf- 
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of fantUM^ hH uuwH UtB<- 
wlitwes. 



itiiu kiiMii of luh jtnidnccf) ken tut 



'!ibM, in tlic 
■ ■■ ill atcJiii!- 
iii ii>lJiL'sir.iiil 

e tmioiii., u- 1.^. -.\iiL. ...ilkd, bu'I uilicr 

Hint, who liji'l Iwwi jirerinwdv ti«iltd 



Utile u-t.-^!.i,L'. !l,^'\ li(n.',H'.ii''<l f.^r 
vmyt diidcd by ilie aftitiiQ of lie 



y aljoul 



i.:e.J!iival 
,'.,;. iierehe 

I'l null, liii- itJ.MjH for patting 

1, b«niti»« lite nuioiln had solit a 

Sftja, to Ibe aptaiu, uIkj was qtiaG- 

pJsce; autl, besides, tlir.K utu a m^ 

y bMvreoi Mau'cn and 'fuan Hadjee, 

I tile; fett liic Htiriiuur i\f Aioa, after 

r pfesenl* to Uic ciui-fs. A rerf, 

G- 



about fifty miles in cotripa^s »iifrouwU 
it is dtviJed bv a dtep strait, about one 
and five loiig. tlirousli thi*. sliip* "iiglrt [WS' 
and would fiiid various rcfmshniwits, wch as 
turtle, (ish, and tropical fruits. 

On tht 23d, duriiii! n fresh gale, the T »i1«r 
sprang a leak, and the water liuicKlj" row l(-***' 
ill the bold. In this distrt^ss, Uie cai»taia tm, 
thing nearpst at band ir. be bovn overUumT 
E.m.peaiis; lot the Malays in general 8»« 
After inucii vstrUon. lliey began to gam 
but when the gak- aliutcd uext morning. ' 
coros were out ol" aigUt. Wajgiou was 
leagues distant, andtliebiijli moiinlaiiw of Ol 

'" Thiis situated. Hie caplnin shewed T»iaii H«yi 
absolute necessity of betoiiig awaj f"r Uk Uartiw 
Dory, in New Ciiiinea. and U> this ptm tc uow 

Dir<-cling thfir cooiw willi Ihis nicw, Ifcey 
si-Ul of ihe Cwpe of Ui.cd Hope di New GwaOum 
ufe uion.iua of Ui« C.itli, and, roUowias tliedindffl^ 
of Tniui lliidicf^, will) had fcjnurrly bwui tbcrWi ml 
Ihey g-.l abr^sl "f tl>.: Wa.id o* Vouiy. r-^— *" 
found tlie Harbour ul" IJi.ry open. 

Off llif in.iiilli of tlie bav, befiirc tbe baibotir, •* 
with Irto I'upuiis came on board. Salifficdw*^ 
friendly mtcnii.ina of tl_i>i strangers, these people* 
bccHui'u iinitn ea^y and I'andlitti'. 

Soon aftur. many Papua CoftVi:= ■ 
of lliein had their liair so iiiucb h'.- 
cularmodc! uf coml)ini{ i1. lliat !■ 
tJKir beads was about three feci, - 
llieir Iwir dressed nut iu ii similar nwuict, .ud uoi* 
■mall bn«s rings in tlje left i^ar oidy. 

IThi' ajidicrrd cluse to a large house, budt on pw 
sesrwal >^rds below low wal^-f-mark. This tsnciiw.. 
coBtabed many fcmilies. IV boats lie ready to l. 
Uupubod Bl any time of the tide, if the enemy attan> 
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d if from 8M, lilt I'ajnws lake slu-!tcr in 

p imurinH iv'^Ie, single wou^ti, ami c!iil<lrpn, 
y tbe* tarEP icuetnenls ; wtrUi' Ute liachulor* livi; 
icaboiiTS. This cuslom w lilniwi^e [icculjur 
ti Sumatra, and fioiut t.Uitis. 
e Iwn lai|;e Uucmrjita of tliis Liiid, and 
CsdjaiBiDg ucie for tlie buclielora. lu llie 
il'Biav bu lt.Tii)r<I, llii- tvoQien uic UU" 
If or fosmiBfi pien'S of rbv intn 
"s so f()nn«(l were bomcd^ with 
mood. 



ho llidr ^reat .iny, the Banguey ci 
■ BonuH), il seems, had fuundercd in tin- 
^Dl lier consort btia^ near, all llie people 
b willi t)ie loss of every thiii^. 
!• unimportant tiausactioiis, on tii« ZJ of 
Kcapteiii weni a fishhtg with the Tidoie 
^t thcv had no success. Thb day a hout 
javts ibr sak ; inch of whom had a ruttaii 
neck, from wliich was siwi^nded a Jug 
bl five or u\ poiMid» weight. Cutilain 
I already crowded, dcclinrtl the purcnaoe. 
't objects of trulRc were natives of New 



Guinea, inailisluiit iiuarter; ttu'^ ttarl tbe griideJ 
the iiosirii pierced willi a bit of Uirltiiic-tilielL ^ I 

Next nij^lit u Fujiua cofiicoro auuu iip Iti*aeanM<4 
tliwr wives anil cluldmt, wlio, it scions. Itarl tted b ' 
woods far fear tff Uie Tidure puople, whom ihu f 
di"! nut MT.iii Kq like. 

Tiiclth bring die liri il 
llie Papiiiis Miit^, iimJ (il, 
hull j|)atl(if'lliiit>i^t)l. N 
oAi'Tud ti) ;^i uniung tint II ■• 
sUuu.but n;<iuin»l gfittdf in htt .lUvaiu 
pnse; on ivliit:h xUn axptnia atlvuticcil Uii'iii tea |l 
uf Sumt bliic rlulii anil a bui- of iron. 

Oil the Sth airit-eit a buat fi(»in tlir TilaodiM, 
with a pcntui on bi>nr>l iVimi lite ni)Ht) of^A 
who, it apjjenrcU. liud lieurd of u stritngr tx 
(it Di)iy> Tile Ciiptaiii tieul u present ht I 
& bar of iniu. 

Ou titG ptb, the cnptuia bii\ in:; repaitett to Ihjru 
leoeinenT iicai when* III*; venvl tay, rouuil Uw vnn 



ofl!.r 

iu 11 II.' 

geiienil. Jl'iviii;; Hiiiir il.i; im'dch n ',\:\ 

h;if)u!^, u'bicli thfj receivcft wilJi imicli i 

oi' tlwni pniu>nli^<l flic iMiTitain «Jili u Lii]fc<V 

p|-dl1tiiili' L.i.rl i.f iil.l,-!i li. Jii-iiili'it,.<i aiiiuiigll 

dm 



\\\ 






if iHtRtboo. anil tho siring of split rattan. Some 
'nn uii; §i>L fcci long. They trade with liie 

'1* Hnd China wnre, for which ihey 

MLvKij' bark, and either articles. 
' a part of tlitir traflic. 
: V aearclifd Muoaswary [aland for 
fi-»i-. «[i(l llii- t;i]>tam |irtimisi:d a ren-ard to such as 
ktin iB*rovi-T Ihcm. Soiiw found trees, wbicb tbe 
hui officers snid neru uutiutgs, but they had uu 

„ ._.jnd, close by llir licach, they saw a Papua 

ber, rudely formed of coral rocV. On it lay 

iden ftgure of u eliibl, about, eight yettrs of age. 

lely dreixed. A real skull van put into the 

■I foui. ou which ears were tntt in the wood. 

'e I3lli, beinfi the eoininenrement of the Uaho- 

ri Iladjee, and all the persons of bis 

II ihore. They were contplimentrd, 

li a salute of twelve guns. After 

I 'lieinselves in throwing the lance, 

' B of the sword and tbe 



e l^th they reviutcd Manaswary, and tbunri a 

K tree with lei'cral uuts on it, not yet rijte. A U 

Mncca people aAiimed it wan tlw true uutiue^, 

r Ihc oolowg variety. Presently tliey discovered 

T tWM of tins kind, aoA many young ones growing 

r thdr sburle. About one hundred plants were 

' p and put into baskets with earth, in oider to 

rni to Bajamb'jngun, to which the captaiu now 

lo return as sixm as possible. 

e Dory people, wlio bad been sent out with a 

" 1 to purchase provisions, were not yvt le- 

B mptain, fearful le»t he sliould lose ibe ad- 

of the (air winds, tiioiigb it most piiideat not 

■* IT lliein. 

! 17lh they discovered a nutmeg tree vpiy 

»> tbe vcssH-I lay. Tbe nulJvcs sui'l tliere were 

It the country ; but Ihcy did not seem 
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t» kaow (hat thi'} wuic im nbjcct uf auy t 

To the. easlwaid lliev uJli>ued that luuuy iiutiDCM w 

autbered; t)ut ilid hot ctpbiii, or fiurliaju md i 

fcuiiw, Jww tliey were ili^oted of. 

■ Tlie uutitaui wits miieli incliiieil to iDvusti^tilii I 

coii.it still larlhiT; but he roi ' ' 

<if 'l^iaii llndj<ki nor di'l I'l 

lliey aliaiildbuve an} in'i ' 

Hatliee, nhu liait fornix' 

itjirtsented iIiiaid m C^ifiVi 

that tiiey cimmionlj biiiil ili^-i 

tbey aM^eiided with g[ciu utfilily, by n lonfC n 

slick, vriiiib ibcj pulled up after Ibwa, to' jirevud fi 

lowers. 

Being ready to sail froin Dnry to llii- iicigliboafil 
Island of Mannswory, tbc cnptiim dnuvi Hat ilir n " 
sheuvd Honu; f^uspicion, luid reiiit-d. Iltmc- - 
llieiu, a kind uf llngoist, snaii Cifllon uJ, 
iDHde a capitaniv, by )ii^'ian Una ii (ntiii iuul 4 
diiittx, and lirini; oif tUrfe guju>, as is ihu | 
Uttv, he r«tuniKd vnd\ pltuunl, nnd vaia of liij 
di^tix^ion. 

Having taken up more nittiucx plant*, t 
found D4>Q« of the rouud xurt. tlw cuptdin, 



ivasni.: 
well ' 
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„ n4iv 
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wliicli 1 

wltii:li wAJSxd lolicii- 
froin tlience. and ci-nse 
jia-^-a^-e twtw*" it urn 
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ttail (WW iowiy pi'oiw. 'i'liey can 
tieniifle trutlc ttltii the CliuicMi. 



• np U.C jiroijidrtj with wIiJcli the Dorj men 
;i it. Ciftiitii Forrest gave iheni a coiniiicm^ 

■-!.■ diijt'nition towarjstjieia; ami 
yoUiiy fur Ibe fulute ihlet&ils of 

. iiad bccii mure strict i« <:\m:t]iig 

' ''I'ii vovage with variable 

■■ (1 nuiuliPi' of men uo 

■;;in to be ajuiLehensrie 

'[; fi>r, e\cf|»t HOW and 

,, lit CMiit'l jirocuK litUe animal 

1, Ni-w Guiwa bas no nundxu- 

,m-UiJtJ cat*. 

II ilaJjEc, wIm saw the |m>bab1c 
• Mice, adviicd lo put iiilii Kuwak 
! ul* Wat^u, tor wUitli llitj a 



. ihe 



Tl 



I rie 



riiev =1*0 1 (illed tl r 
brf-id from tlic ua 

1 .1 visit from the Muodo 

■ 1 Tiiiiirc's officers, lo 

I 't of a |]i«ce uf colici. 

.' l-^IMiUCL'd two llluiisantl takes 

.1 pnund or ujuvanls; a.-.d uiso 

I'liUcv NtiiUier Roata dot fowls 

V hon( a«a_v for Piapis Ilaibrmr, 
i,!i bound to fiilibf; btitneilhrr 
TlinVHst barh.»;r has tv^,} i-u. 
i>{ wiuck in i^»ai\ awhwige, and 

'■. the; »gaii) made xnil, witlia 
ila Ktuj Ijiil wbcn Ihvj rcartiMl 
il uuW«. Sttiu« ibe iinp.y^i- 
;; ■ ii»tlbwan] of Ciliiln, ivill'xjt 
■ ■'•i, \ib<;te Uic Dukti ccti'Iiuulj 
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have cruizers, they bore away in the night ; and hauled 

as much as possible to the westward, but could not get 

to the northward gf Bo. Near this place tliey picked 

lip some excellent cockles^ about the size of a man's 

head. 

Towards sun-set on the 5th, they anchored close to 
a small island, covered with cocoa-trees ; and were soon 
visited by several boats, in one of which was the Papua 
man who had formerly carried Tuan Hadjee from Gaj; 
to Tomoguy. From these boats they procured a sea- 
sonable supply of dried fish; and learned from the 
people on board them, that the Dutch had got notice 
of their having repaired at Tomoguy. 

The two (clusters of islands, called Bo and Poppo, 
Jie nearly in the same parallel of latitude, in 1 deg. 17 
min. soiith, and about the longitude of 126 deg. east. 
They are well peopled, and are capable of furnishing 
cocoa-nuts, sialt, and dried fish, besides some goats. 

Having finished their business, they sailed at mid- 
night on the 5th, and steered west. After passing se- 
Veraf inferior islands, by day-break on the 9th they 
came in sjght of Pulo Pisang. 

On the 11th, with the tide or current favouring, they 
drove" up under Tapiola ; but did not venture to cast 
anchor, on account of rocky ground. TTie shape of tlji<5 
island resembles a cat couphiiig. Next day tliey brought 
to on the coast, and landing, dug fojr ^yater ; but it was 
found brackish, and unfit to drink. 

Intending for tlie Kanary Islands^ near Myispl, they 
again weighed^ and steering on, came* in sight of tJie 
islands they yiere |n quest of, and soon anc)ionsd near 
the largest. 

Being destitute of inhabitants^ and of consequence, 
without p)X)visionSy the cajptain wa^ induced to direct 
his course to the harbour of £f-be in Mysol ; and the 
tide being favourable, they soon reached the y/est point 
of that island ; and just before it was dark they got 
into the harbour/ where they found soft but tendble 
.ground. As the corocoro had not been seen for severM 
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tnsgincd she bad stopped soinewlicre a 

•'- - ~!ii3, uent momiug, Bsacompli- 
KDi] tbu Jiacliiun irflicerfi, tbe 
I t!l sfion rciuini-if. lie fvvoA 
■lA in.'lve iKJuses. 

LiuiMilt'the secretaiU, 
.i> ol'distmctiotii cnuie 
hreu einfilnyed as a 
.ij the captiiui uudcr- 
i'liidti liail sent, tiio 
,uice of tbe Etjjjlish 
: but tliHl he cuiild 

ii_jL;ijO. These persons 

. oiU, Hbi« aututed wiUi Uutc 

j*>t&in and atteiidauts weut to 
<:ist&uf, wlieie liiey dined "ith 
' ;ii^£cutjaitieii hlio had vbtted 

.1 Mp 3:i ascent to a Mslionielnn 
' I iiioi'tat, and v/biit- 
. had a view of many 

u'ltous goods in ik.u 
..'1 in tiiii iltaliiliulion 
' tiif. less pr<.peiij uii- 
■ i.L'ard, Uk iiioie his 
-liould be iil-ciiipujci!, 

.eiunied, iiiiving pur- 

. uv of thut culuui iit; 

ML.^:, «)■ Paradise uitJi ilieir 

l.iily, ntiti luiil enlertiiined lliem 

< :it ljir>«: \iinh i>f Piinxliw, at 

', ^iiiM' id figclis flalD llie cualwaid, ur 

^uluea: «im1 UiaV tiitf tm csiiglit wlUi 
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bird-lime, apcl ha\e ibeir buriies <i^ nj^wl willi tlie feaihi 
on, MS ail arlidu nf trdfiic iiiiit-iig iLv i -n .'liTtm; 

TlieaL-dntiiiguUliio^ijir II ■ uu 

lion, about whicli mi ]]i:i i 

ari- fa'ui la coiutitute tin 

J. Tlje great bird of !';: 

2. The lilUe bird of ranttlisi.'. tmiii V-vnA 

3. t. Tnniijt)e]u>Up<'i'ii:>, iJiiG% bliick, fnaiN 
Guinea aiid Tidore. 

5. T\w kvbilc tiiriJ of Piirailiiv, ^vlricti ta > 

6', The unknonn |ilin-.k liiixl of Pnmdkc, i 
wbieli was sliewn in Ambo^ina. 

7- Tiie kinu's bird, HJiitb LUuiueur Mni^^ 
birds or iliis kinil. It is iliiefly I'^Mifihl ^ 
tliougii the nativKS iifvor (iwt its iicrt tliew" 

During Ctiiliiiii tornat's slav at M>r9<4 
tiiml to HUtipMsi: hv would muU dtqiiiria 
the tijve and nutmeg. He was assured t 
was priHliked ou tii(!!t idiaud : but (bat cinq 
some I'iDiu v( CL-rmn, the hi^b mountuiM 
were ))ri'tt|itiWe iu a clear day. Ouby iffl 
puited to ciiiilniii oluve^. Tliis islaDci iij 
iisbited by rmi-aiva^ slaves, It i» iiutkr ^T 
tii-n of tlie SulUiii of liaeliiaii, who, hon _ 
only «>ii ai'couut <>f tlar peiul tisbf^r^ no its a 

Oubj had inore than onei! been in a!_ 
cnuri^e iil' tlii» voynge, but Tiiaii iiadfei; < 
dis^iiiiled the ctmluin from appriiachiug it; i 
iiij^ Ifaut tbe inliillible eniisi.'(|ueiiu; of t)i>,« ^tep", VI 
1 by tlie Diirth. and the dangw of fa 

\-!ui(i by their unued eoriicoros, of which g 
s iuv kt'jit in coiiHlant rea<liiiess at Ainbdifi 

111 lii'-be Xiarbour, wbete ihej theu iny, ihtyv 
mit ui'iie tluin lifty leygiies distant from tbil elni 
bul us l!ic i»'i>|ije uiuoa;; whom Ihey were Kcemcdfl 
aStec ti[ tu Ilie Duli'h, they trusted to their fidelity § 




HuviiJg rep^ir&t the oiirocoro, and kept up a fife 
ly intercourse, wi^li the eliicts, bj uieans of prt' 



n 

xBtttlerinec<mq)[ii\^ciiU,()U tile Slst of Mnrrb 

oA Uicmselvt^; ii?sily|-i sail. 

{l moTnuij; Tuaii linojua was vLiited by the ludy 

t Bajuli a( SiLlwatH, ivliose liusbund had lately 

' »in>aitc(l l>y the Uuti:h, and Kiit t(i the Cnpe 

I Hupe, vhett be nXiW reinaiaed a pilsouvr. 

riilocy of thH tramactinn is as follows: About 

t I770, a uiimbi?r of Papua boats, fn>iii New 

i, Aroo, Sahvnrty. ajid IVfyaol, haviug aswinhleil 

I the toninl <;qiimo\, ulii'ii the sexi are ^etitrslly 

III, sailed tip ilif Slmit of PaticntiM, wlikli di- 

■ Bwliuia frwa Ciiloto. Tliey committed no hos- 

r ilii; Dul<-h lud distributed a few pre- 

ii' iliici'i, the greatest part dispersed; 

' i.iiualiuii, for it does not appear 

, r.hjeci ill view, llie Rajdh i>f 

■ '■■] tl)pji:alrtiifiy of the Dnloh, 

.. m gi:» III^ rajiih into 

. Tcrnale d is]) ul cited a 

, iiifunriiug liiiii^tliat 3 

- ... i^^udsiotlw coir.iiiuij's 

■ -.>■, Willi tvery respect and lio- 

iitmilcd lilin, sliiinld he he ii:- 

;>>vcniiir witti a visit, as he was 

uTifortimale rajali, nitli ten or 

u'nTtd the flirt, and, was recmed 

I !>\ lliigoveraor. He laid cut 

I liap[iy in the rccep- 

: 'ii buwas3l>oultuic* 

j.dev. His allendanls 

■ 'iruasion, to vaw iheit 

v!l ildi- l»(^ d.ar. The mild rajab 

n lo provide fur tlieir mvn safety: and 

de ao rciLitaii e, tliey were auficred to 

„B but d.y of Harth, Ihey rowed out of tba 
if of Ef-tl^, aud pre»ailly saw u laigc cofocoro 



I 



PS rrri iTs v(jr*aj| 

■Huaing fironi i > yni Ihciu o 

guitrdi but si. I niiw. 

As thcj ]i:iL^.,.-: ■-!-' "' fi»' 

Ksaary, Uiej IVmiiil aiuiwittj; ^i' ■ 

dior, took ill b supply, imd jiiv 

outs, about tbcsiievfuu ittmoDi'. 

Iu3cicm!i: 

Weightng again, they stood o 

Bodioreil u'ithiD a lanil-h>cli«(l barbonr, 

named Round Ilaibixii. 

tile woods, tliuy cut :i i 

bintangle wood, whiuU i 

like coiriur. fjt^« l)i'- 

bat no cloves or nutinc" 

p]e, ttniu»ii;g iheirselvos in ih- i-ai, ■> 

purpose, and ttirncd her bi>lU'in ap, n 

their drxteiity in rigbting hCTj whidl I 

Bstonisiiiiig c«lei'ity. 

On the 7tli thfy had lliundcr tmd (igbf 
nigiit l>y torch-light thty cnuglit itiany f ' 
them witli lancfs in sluiUnw water. '] 
cured some tortle eqgs. Thetc ishiads 
unt'reiiuented; aod probubly wetc i 
pritoDK before. 

Ib the niyht of the 1 1 til, tliey pasted betffvep { 
by and the~ iBlnnds of Y« awl Utit. This i| ^ 
about five miles broud. Gihby neefiis lo b 
twelve leagues in circuniieiaive, and is dtvidudl 
two hills, with u low necUhetH ceil, Oft tly uutU 
eocl of Gibby sj'peiirs un i^and, bthinil whklu 
said, §omt; French shifs liad liitely km, iui4 p 
many tiutnieg:i and dove planls from PaUBjTi ■ 
Ibej tarried to Boorlion'anii Miiuritiiis. 

Tuan Bussura, one of the Bucliian oDiccTSi vfl 
fiimily lived at Gibby, went oS in ttic night in a a 
coroeoro, unknown to ttie captain : but aa he l( 
blave behiud, it i!^ probable be iireamtu rtluni, dwjl 
as Uit' wind wax fair, it was liot judged piudcuttai 
£6rfm. 
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0»Ae lifb, coffiii^ in fl^ of two smiffi flat idands, 
and unwUliog to keep th^ open sea with uncertain wind^, 
ifl the tadc of tiie i>utch tsntisersy the captab tiered 
a remurd to twenty rowenr if they couia icaeb la id. 
Tills made them exert theinsdves; and towards night 
they dul anchor in the straight between the Wo isiandi^ 
where they caught several exceiieot tish. 

Iji the morning the captain went ashore on Syang^ 
the larger of the two islands, and found good water, 
tlie Weath^ tiireateiimg^ they secured the vessel in thu 
best station th^ could find. 

With an appearance of fiiie weather, they weightd 
on the 15th, but were carried entirely out of theit 
coarse by a strong current. This induced tiiini to row 
back to Palo Eye, where they again dropped 8nch<)r». 

Next day they ran behind Pulo Syang. The treat 
there^ in general, appeared low but green. Having 
lent the l^t-^ a^re, they filled the jars with gooa 
water ; but, in attempting to ^weigh, they bad the mi»* 
ibrtbne to part the cable. 

On tt» 17th tliey made a rapid progress ; and caoM 
m sight of die high land of Giiolo. This island con^ 
turned in sight for some days. On the 20th they saw 
Morty, a pretty high island towards the centre^ bul 
rising witli a moderate acclivity from the shores. • 

Having passed some other islands, in the morning of 
the 22d they ran between the Islands Kabruaiigand 
Salibabo into the Harbour of Leron, where th^ cast 
anchor, and hobted Dutch colours. Immediately a 
blind Chinese, who spoke Malay, came to questioa 
them; but a small present seemed to satisfy him thai 
all was fighl:. Same day the captain went on shore to 
visit the two Rajahs of Salibabo, to each' of whom he 
gavea piece of tappies; and obtained their permission t* 
trade with tl^tiatives for provisions. It sqppev ed thai 
the pe^l^^f this ishmd were at war with the in 
habitants of the opposite island. A man's head, stiil 
rfroppo^ ^with blood, presented a shodu^ ipe$|adf 
Vol. is H 
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neair tk« lanffiiig-pbice^ as it hati^ fuqpeiuied ftom the 
b'nneh of a tree** 

Next di^numy canoes oame ob boards from wfaiclf 
they procttrld kalavansas, potatoes, rice, and two goats, in 
exchange for calkoesaad red handkerchief. These is- 
{aiod^ are well cultivsted, and alnnidantly popuions. 

Hearing that a fnoa lay about two miles off to be 
^Uqposed of, the ci4ptain sent Mr. Lound, tjhe gunner, to 
fxamine her; that in case sheshouid be foand proper 
for bis purpose, he might change her tor the galley, 
which was becoine leaky. Being informed however, 
that she also wanted repairs, it- was resoked to pro> 
feed in the former vessel with all expedition. 
( . Accordingly they weighed^ and having get clear of 
the strait which separates the two islands, they pro- 
eeeded for several days without any remarkable Occur- 
fence. 

On the 2dth, they anchoied near Seraagani, which 
iudked consists of tn'o islands. Tiian Hadjee went' on 
shore, and soon returned with a pilot, wlio carried them 
into the strait that sepaiates the islands, where they 
found a good station. 

, in a short time several canoes came on board with 
ejea^-nttts and fowls, and o&red some yellow wax for 
sale. The island is but partially cuttivi^d; hawev^, 
on 4ft6ding, the captain found many l^noii trees, laden 
with fruity lemariiably small. 

Here th^ saw ^nany Mahometan graves, shaded with 
trees which bmre white flowers, tinged with ydibw dq 
tbeimi^ sttdiiGe. The Malagas call them Bonga Mel- 
lorft! . they yield a very fragrant smell. 
» On- the ist of May, getting under sail, tiiejr •soon 
eame up with the Island of Magindano; and onfttifig 
afo«git,tfaeyw«evi»led by sewal of the natives, w^o 
vakl fipeat homage <to Twui Hadjee, whom they bad 
fcnovm before; sdomI, al Us desire, the captain made 
them some presents. 

With vaiions winds and wfather, they continued 
tlieir coiirie, occasionid]|r. lymg to; and onwthe 7th, 



diseovmd tlie I«kmd of Bmiwoot, pait df ivliich ap- 
peared like a wedge;. and this afternooD the^ entered 
Ifae &i?er Pduigay, eoniiiioiily called ^Magindano 
River. « - 

But a sborl' retrospective view of Bally, wlu^e Cap- 
tain Forrest anchored in his voyage, may not be yuh 
pleasiog to the reader. The natives, v^o are Gent#($§y 
soon came on board in little canoes, with outr^gers. 
On the edges of . cme these canoes, the captain put a 
gai^ cask, with winch the owner paddled into a ^resik 
water river, and in twenty minutes returned with iti 
foU, ibr which service he was paid in China ^ cai^i. 
Others voionteered the same service; and thb/igree^ 
able officHMisness of the natives prevented oar voyagert 
iioni risking their own boat ashore. 

la the a^moon,tibe Rajah ofCarang Assem honour* 
ed the captain with a visit. He sang as he aame OBJ* 
board, with only one attendant. His nails were re« 
matkahly hmg. In the road lay several proas laden' 
with rise, extensive fields of which lie in the vicinity. 

The island of Bally is well cultivated on the sonUi 
side, and many of the grounds are inclosed. t| is fuU 
of inhabitants, who spin large quaniities of cotton 
^un, idiich the Chinese export to Bencooien and other 
r^uts. Provisions are ch^, and together with the* 
manoftetares .of the country, may be readily had in 
exchange for iron, cutlery, and opiom. 

Here not only the wom^i sacrifice themselves on 
the death of their hu^ands, but men also bum in ho^ 
Door of their deceas^ masters. *Tho6e who come to* 
this dreadful determination, are not limited to time. 
They mime perhaps a distant day ; and in the mean* 
while they aretreated» by the superstitious natives,'* 
with peculiar veneration. On the fatal day, a }ocs$ 
stage of boards is erected, by the dde of a large fire: 
this the devotee mounts, daaci^ and working himsdf 
up to an enthusiastic pitch, wfa^ having reached, he 
skips to the end of a pkuric, and this tiltmg with him, 
i»e is pradpitatod. nito the ^atnes. That a custom so 



honid/ so repugnant to tiie first law of »sAwm, tm- 
preservation, should e:xist among anv peo|ilie» is a phe* 
%omenon that nothing but tihe certaiut^ of the &ct can 
cxplam to an enlightened uiiderstandiing. 

. The Islaad of M^^dano, on the coast of which 
they now lay, may be about eight hundred miles in cir-> 
citmference. The Spaniards, though they have subdued 
tW north coast of the ishuid, were never able to subdue 
fbe whole. They wish to consider it as one of the 
Philippines, to enlarge their dominions; but this com* 
pliment is seldom paid them by other nations. 

. The Magindano tohgue is copious and energetic, 
and has many Chinese idioms. The natives have diir 
^ent n^uncs in. tlieir childhood* and when they reach 
maturity; and in this too they resemble the Chinese, 
They likewise resemble th^t natic^ in many of their 
manners and customs* 

. This island, as it appears from authentic hbtorjE, 
was early visited both by the Chincsie and Arabians* 
The latter ind^d were great discover^?, and seldom 
itiled to jsub jugate the countries they had discovered. 
Iheir religion c<mtributed to their influence, wter^ver 
they resorted* Their frequent ablutions recommended 
the self<^vident virtue of cleanliness, of which the prac^i 
titionefs in wann countries only know the luxury. 

^.Tbe tmde ^so of such aji island as Magindano^ 
where the uncivi^ed inhabitants were in want of many 
fi^mpld necessaries, wf(s a great mducementto the Moon 
to establish themselves there; where tjbey met w|th re^ 
tums in gold, wax, and cinnamon. 

. The town of Magindano stands about six miles from 
tbe bar of the Rivc^ Pelangav. This river is as wid^ 
^s the Thames at London Bridge, 'iphe town consists 
of little more than tw^ity houses, wbich 4tand ^lose 
together. Opposite to it lies the town of S^I^ogatt, of* 
considerable extent, containing, among other structures, 
the sultans palace; and adjoining are some irregular 
Mreets where tbe Chinese reside^ 

^ Tbe count<;y » ^ggfytr tiiMy peopled; ^ vl>Merft 
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grouodf is of littjie value, the Mahotnetans, and Gehtoos 
more particularly, crowd their habitations on the bank§ 
of rivere, to enjoy the facility of performing their stated 

ablutions. "^ 

While Captain Forrest lay here, he visited the ft-* 
mous saltpetre cave, situated near a creek of the Rivei^ 
Tamantakl^- Having clhnbed a hill, he says, about a 
quarter of a mile, he came to a hole about ten feet ia 
diameter. By means of poles laid in a slanting direc- 
tion, he descended about thirty feet, to a circular area . 
of t^veaty-five feet diameter. Exactly in^tlie centre of . 
this area is a hole, which, together with the light irora 
above, serves to make objects pretty distinct. 

He then descended through a sloping passage, 
wliich will admit only one man at a time, into a mag- 
niticent round hall, with a flat floor of earth. From 
the top hung something like icicles, and from the ade 
sprang others, which, rising five or six feet towards the 
(If^rae, looked like the clustered columns of gothic ar* 
chitecture. The dome is about t\^ enty-five feet high, 
and tbe hail about thirty feet each way. 

From tliis apartment, he passed, on the saiiie level, 
into a crooked gallery, about two hundred yards long. 
It was about seven or eight feet broad, and from eight 
to tea m height. The top and sides resembled a dirty 
freestone: the floor was leyel, but Yer:jr miry . Around 
flew a number of bats;* many of which, by means of 
the hook-like appendages to their wings, clung to the 

roof and sides. ^ . ^ 4^1. 

Returning, the captain saw the entrance into another 
passase or gallery, and felt a small draught of aif, 
S made the torches bum clear. This parage he^ , 
was told went to another outlet; but at a distance m 
peat, that the guides had never ventured to explore ^ 

it. 

• C«.l... cav< that in the C4»ej of MinJano are bat* as larg* 
"""'"' fl3 



'' As €tfir atithor M^tnt in barefopM^ he ftmod tl^ 
tirify sttift' so very glutinoiis, tfaiat'it was with diflieiilty 
uasiied ofi from \m feet. To make saltpetre, the nah- 

4l^es mix One measure of diis miry substaiMe with two 
cf tiroodashes^ and then filter through it the fitter ot 
v^hicfa the sal^tre is made. The guipowder rnanu^ 
factured heie' )ia$ l>i4t little strength, and i& coars^ 
giaip^, 
. But to return to th^ history, of th^ yoyfige. 

Having got about two miles witjhif^ the bar, the ea(H 
t: in was visited by Rajah Mpodo^who had already ob- 
i^mtA infojrmiKtioQ of the arrival of a vessel with Eng-i 
lish colours. In the same boat was a imtural son o( 
the rajah, whp st|:opgly iinportun^ Captain Forrest 

; to proceed to bin fetiier's fort at Coto lotang, and not 

^tp the sultan's. 

This young man, ^ose name was D^tiK> Enty, witl^ 
an attendant, slept 00 l^oard the galley that n^ht, an4 

^%i'as regaled with tea and sago bread. 

Next morning they got iu sight of Sehi^any amil 

"immediately saw a while ^sigp, bordered wkh s^ 
^equer of blue, yellow, and t^, flying on a wooden 
fort, which Datoo said was the residence of bis father^ 
apd repeated his instances, that tlie captain would pass 
the sultan's, which intervened, and proceed directly 
16 it. 

Being abreast of tlie sulta»*s fort, a Bu^^st' mai^ 
^ith whom the captain had been acquainted at Bidam* 
t)angan, came with a message from die Sultan, to in- 
form hhn that Bakonbangan wa$ taken by the Sco1ooj<« 

* and that i| would ))e most advisable to 8tq> th^re. 
. This caution b^ing ^onnnuniealtd y^itJi an air of 
mystery^ the captain lay on his oars, and was soon 
i;arri^ by the tide abreast of the sultan's fort, wbicb 
be saluted with five g«ins, and recced the same com- 
ptinient. He then weigtMid and piOceeded to Coto 
Intang, where similar ^aliites vrere interchanged, 
" Having wf^lked into. Xlie fort, Ae captain Jbund. 
l^ajah AfocMio, aoid his if^iher |'aky Mohinoi inaled o^ 
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Esropean diairs. They received hiin and li[b attest 
oants, Tumi iJadjce and tlie Bachiai^ officeis, va^ 
graciously. . 

The nijah was a man of a good stature and piercing 
eye : MokBo of Iq^w stature, but pieasmg counteaanp^ 
wd ooiimiunicative disposition. . ' 

Chocolate beipg served, they entered into pnver-| 
eation. The capt'din announced that he had a tetter 
aad a present for th^ i^ult^n, from the cjiiejf, of ^lann 
blmgan, which he meant io deliyer the $a^ day. The 
rajah observed that |t was very w^U;; and tibat liis^ 
tm>ther-iii-iaw» Datoo Bukkaly^ dio\i^ aocofnpangr 
him to the pabce. 

The sultan, on tbe captain's beuig'btroduced^ t^ 
ceived the letter apd present, and told him he was saf^^ 
at Magiadano, on either side the river; adding thai 
Kajafa Moodo was ,to be his successor. He used ai^ 

S' terpreier, though he was ca]Kible of spesfking Maligr* 
e invited the captam to visit him often, and, afteE 
asking tnany indifferent questions, they parted. 

Three days after, he visite4 the sultan agam, and 
fmad the Sult^ia Myong at tbe farther end of th/Q 
foom, but she did not ev^. 4eign to C4|st a glance ai|| 

The sidtan had the character of bdng a weak man^ 
and Rajah Moodo, being in possession of the «rowii^ 
-lands, bdid the snews of power. This made the cap-* 
tain pay particular court tp hun, and studiously tp 
)iToid conaectbn with any f^rson ^ho was regarded 
))y him with jealousy or dislikes {i caytion wl^idb poii^ 
ticai dissensions, among the chiefs of the royal fiami9^ 
rendered peculiarly necessary. 

The captain baa now. the prospect of staving seven^ 
inonths in tins place, till the monsoon should shift an^ 
enable^ him to return to Borneo, whither, be heard^ ' 
the '£i]^Ush had retired, after their jretreat fron| 
^alaihb^ngan. ... 

Having^ at first attached himself to Rajah Moodo. 
kf ^m coiyfortably lodgefl in ihe fort« and tbe vesse^ 
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ijr«s tiOQleel^pon dry ground. Tlie prince shewed hira 
every errility, and was convinced of hb wish not to 
off^d, b^ the circamq[)ection he observed^in his inter- 
«M>urse with others. 

On the 10th, the rajah and his father, Faky M olano, 
honoured the captain with a visit, and presented him 
with a young bullock. Next day he dug a dock for 
the galley, against the ensuing springtides; and during 
this piece of duty, found Tuan Hadjee's people very 
imruly, supported probably by their master, whose 
conduct was ^bly changed^ since he heard of the 
tiiking of Balambangan. 

Oo the 13th« Captain Forrest wrote to the rajah, 
Acquainting l^im, tliat it was his intention to proceed to 
Bulambangan, to hoist English colours, and desiring 
the assistance of some ofliis people ; with a view of 
getting rid of Tuan Iladjee and hfe rebellious crew. 
' The rajah soon after paid him a visit, and made a 
|dausable excuse, alleging, that such a step might cause 
a misunderstanding betv^^een Magindano and Sooloo; 
Tdaii^Ha(yee, who was present, threw out some reflec- 
tions on the iSnglish company, for which the captain 
gave him a warm retort, and to prevent fertlier alter- 
cation, next day paid him off and all hi^ adherents be- 
fore witnesses. Hadjte seemed inclined to make some 
Qnjustifiable demands, respecting the corocoro, which 
fafd been purchased at their joint expence; and it ap- 
peared that he wished to ingratiate himself with the 
rs^jah, to the prejudice of the English. All this, how- 
ever, was obviated by the j&rm and honourable con- 
duct of the captain. 

However, on the 17th, Mr. Baxter, the mate, wh6 
had preserved some nutmeg plants with great care, 
preferred a complaint against one of Hadjee's follow- 
ers, for having stolen them from his apartment, and 
presented them in his master^s name to the rajah. 
The captain observed this was a delicate afiair;. and 
advised him not to notice it. It seems the nutmeg 
{>lants in general had been spoiled by the sea-wate». 
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hufL tbese* fioni partici|lar cane, urer^ in b#w jwiMiv 
TSitioDy and vf^Xfi aft^rwarcUf sej^n growing in tli^ nyah^f 
g^nlen, 

. Tiie captain liaving miide promr ai4mowl^4gmeiiti 
tp the Bachian <^c^rs» priesentea them with the Bam 
guey eorocoro, in lieu of the one th(?y had lost op th^ 
coast of New Guin^; adding, thfit when they wer4 
diqKised to r^tiiro to their native, couptry, he lyould do 
jjisticff to tiieir conduct ifi ^ letter to th^r soyerdgn. 
These persons appeared grateful apd ^tisfi^d; but it 
i)ras eddent they were in every, respeqt too much under 
the influence of Tuan Hadjee^ , 

. On the ^2d».the captain sjist oQt P|i an ^cursios 
with Datoo £jity, to visit Tubug apd th^ Inland Ebos, 
Next momji^ they ent^d TuhMg liarbopri, an^l vmitr. 
ed on the nyah, whose wooden fort w]|s w^li fumislied 
i|ith biH^ >wiv^l gMos$ taken froip the Spaniards. The 
qyalf psMO htt visitors great respect, and entertain(4 
tjiem handsomely at supper, in company with his lady* 
The captaip. made him a present of a piece of calico; 
and having qient the night here, set out the next day 
for the Village of Brass^ oi^x>site to, which lies the 
beautiful isle of Ebus. / 

This village consists of about twepty houses* and 
stands at th^ mQptb of fi spiall rivfsr, Froce^n{| ti| 
take a view of £bu9f aft^r satisfyipg their, curiosity^ 
tjiey embarked, ap4 r^tprned to Qflagindsino. 

On the evening of the 1st of June, the captain anii| 
his two oflicers were ipvited to spp at B^h Moodo's* 
The table was covered \vitli about t^ enty China platfsa 
qr dishes, tolerably fi)led.with fish, fowl, ^d, roasted 
goat The r^jah was prf s^t, but cont^pt^ himself 
vith his usual sppp^r^ a cup of chocolate^ Next day 
tlie cold victuals were sent to the apartments of the 
l&nglish. This was the aiicient Itoman mode of lio%» 
pitdity; how the Asiatics could learn ity or which bor-. 
rpwed from the other, we must leave to thos^who ar^ 
fiMid of such useless enquiries to decide, 
.^ fe^v days after^ the captain Wept up the R\ve| ' 



Me lM<py ia a Uaagaio vesiely'ivyck waifUiof pwH 
j^ going to pay bomage^ to the tomb of their great 
ajQcestor the Seri^ who first came from Mecca. Thia 
monument coosiflted of a hetp of oorai rode f^tcmes, 
\ rudely piked up, under some wpneadmg trees near the 
nver. * The devotees lighted each penoa a bit of mor 
eandle, and placed it on, the tomb. ' 

On the €tn 0i June, Captain Foiresl received a letter 
tfom the Saltan of Sooioo, in which he laid the blame, 
•f the capture of Balambangan on Datoo Tethig. 

For mmy days nothing happened worthy of being' 
recorded. On the 28tb» the captain and Daloo Enty^ 
tisited the adjacoat Isle of Bun!woot.^B returadog, 
moar the bar of the Pelaagy, they «tq»ped at a village^ 
whose iahabitafits were maldag salt in the following* 
singular manner: - ^ 

Havingfirst set fire to.a p9e of wood, and, to ^ibtdk 
llie flame, kept it continually wet with sea water^ till 
the wood is reduced to ashes; they nextpiit the ashes 
iato conical baskets; and pom" on^ hesh water, wbidi 
Gerries tfie salt into a trough. The lye is then put in- '• 
1» eaffthen pots, and boiled till it crystaiizes, or is ca- 
pable of being granulated. 

In many parts of the east, salt is made by the heat 
of the sun evaporating the aqueous particles of the sea* 
water: this process would be successful at Mindano; 
l^ttt the natives have not yet got into that simple* 
way. 

On the 7th of July, Subadan Watamaina, one of 
the royal iani{^y» fell sick. He was an iU^itimafee 
cousm of the Rajah Moodo. The captain ^^iag to 
visit this personage, found hhn in the large hall on a 
su^Huous bed, aud suirounded by visitors^ He ap* 
peared very feverish, and the captain approadui^, 
m^ the usual ceremonies, told him what he though 
would be of servfee to hkn, and then retired. 

Next morning. Captain Forrest carried a modicme 
ha bad compounded for the patient, and found hb 
wift and his daa^teri» I^athaa, attending hioEu llie 



VO THB Mt>I<VeeA9w §1 

(fomer iMNhld by no meajos suffiur him to taste the m6» 
dicine. Moteoo, who vms preaentj thm propqee^jl f hat 
Ae captain and he sfaoold divide the physic betweoi 
thea^ which, to pre^^ent ii^iHrbut suspieionsy'Waa com* 
piled with. Some hours afier, Molano, meeting the 
oqitah^ took hin by the hand, and» with a sm^e, told 
him his physic was very good. « 

On ^le 27tfa of July, WatsuBaon d^iarted this li£s» 
The dismai yeli^ set up by the females immediately 
gave notice of the event. The cupenters, who had 
lomedays befofe se^ about ranking his coffin, now re* 
douUed their strcAes, and eariy next morning the cof* 
6a was oarried to the grave. About noon, tlKS corpse, 
caveied with a white sheet, was bOnie on the bedstead 
by youtig wka, chieiy related to the deeeased ; amt 
when they came to the grave, the body being first put 
into the ground, the wooden coffin, without a bottomg 
was laid over it, and earth thrown in till the coffin Was 
hid three feet. Over* this, water was poured - fron|^ 
China deeant^fft; and thua the mehmclK^ly ceremony 
ckMed« 

NeJLt day, a kind of shed was built over the grave» 
and a temporary floor of boards beii^ laid, the widow 
of the deeeased took i^ her abode there for about a 
week; dunng whieh time the distimt relatives f made 
menyat the house, feasting on bullocks, whieb anr 
ealy killed on important .occasions. • They also san^ 
dirges in honour of the defunct, and for the tepost of 
his said. 

While Captain Forrest was assidttously emplo^red kk 
saperinteBding the repairs of the galley, aproaatrited 
mn oneof the Spanish sc^tkaaents^ having an envoy 
on boaed, with kthMrs to B^sngtih Moodo. This gbitie^ 
man was a native of thfe Philippine Islandsi and bore, 
the rank x)^ ensign. Heiwd a sergeant with him, and 
ax MaadUa soldiers, lAo lodged without the fort 

Soon afler,. a huge proa, belongmg to 0aioo Mat* 
&Ua, the rafaJi's'brotherHXHlaw, eanie inirom a emisa. 
OB the coast of Cdefaes« She bad eagaged a Oulcii 



Ultop, tkt (tiM of ivbich, 9aeia| It kiipwtillte ^fm% 
httt attmiilted'to Mft h^r 6a fife, iwmI tlMil ^Wb to 
tii^r iMMi^ Motfffthstaodiii^ the tenes^ 4fae attadbMtt 

Aboat ihk time Aie etptun ktmifd tltat^^/nM 
Ma^e« had btoen at TVdKorao, "vi^ieit ke ihai jinMied 
the sister of IU.faih Moodo-« wife, daugbltr to th »»«ii ' ^ 
tan of that place. B^fe he left mkdmio^ or any 
ttrinoMiefstftiidiiig had arim^ betirem«faiiiiaBAl.ll»rfit 
jah, he had (ifroniised to retum to Mindauo^.-aiid' to 
take the command of a vessel to <aitise agaktst the 
IMck ta the Molliieeas. A kittd of fufatittil ivar imdi 
Ihramne yekr^i beea cam6d oa a^iaBtrtkat aalMs on 
feooiint of an attack on Miodaiio. 

Oi» tho-7tk«of Aagmt, jb tlie ^apisin artis alwot to 
cioss this nvefi to tistt the i»illaa^ lie Mm^^MMiatd by 
tiid-rajahi fhi^'he was indbpdscld, and thatihe had jast 
•to« fol* him and ¥aky Mtilaao^ m se« them. > 

*fh^ eaptaki, ki consequence/ posl|M»ind hkf ykitX 
and in a few hours saw tli^ n^jah again, whot otmmd 
kf h%h mrits, and sakl ht hwd been rwifigarwt wany 
#f liis telttHons, whom' he kad aot seen for a long-time/ 
A ihisnnderstandiiig had long subsisted luffetwoiia tkt 
awinbori of the royal iunilv ; and ike sultan, fi f jia g 
no other way t>freconetliBg mem^ feigpcd ilatui^ mm 
bankn&A fton idl to bis pakuie, for lfaa*^nevotait |MBa» 
fuse of seekig tfaem inim friemii agam. . •* , * 

The sritaoTs pahice is about mie handled andrtvaa^ 
ftetlm^^ and fifty broad. The first ioor runs fcnrtail 
iMt insn th^ ground. Tyrty-two ^tno&g wooden pii^ 
tars, m four rows^ rapport it The intcnsohinMualmMr 
between the outer rows i»e eieaasiw d ^ sii^; ^m Hiat 
bolb li|^'and akr intervoM. The two kmbr roiia «# 
ilolifniift are eewitad with seaiiet cktk, to^ ti^ 
where» at the bright of twnepty Ibetfiran the fii^ 
Ih^ aappMt the loof, iriucii kr oifined irith a^ tsee 
itme». ■ ■ ■ " w, .' ^ 

Ai riq^l movaabie peMiliBtt. dMieA.th0^hok iat^ 



m ^V atkt fm Ufmm. The ftrst part, li«i« iiibeiif li tUM 
efl^B wlioie, mm ivortd wi^ planks, oi-vMeb mf 
piMfbofeaanottwefeiBmiiitodk Hie iaiieri^MHtaMMi 
Has eomttd iwiinplit M w titniiig >a.kig<i rf|>iitoi»4ji(p|<t 
half aa mA apart, and covered with mattiiig or cafv 
|»la^ wlMdi iidna^«d tteak Irain b«l^ 

itotmicM ttia tiro tether piUars of «tii»apiirtm«% 
rtood'tfie ctala bed, which waaooii&red -with mala, and 
hiri bnahai jMiKi it» whieh fcnBed ooiiveiikiit scsatii 
Modi ekfaiiQawaa-d^^faij^ja the d^ooittlioii <tf lUi 
faHmtuty whiafa waa fomisbed in a apkndad «tyie| 
aceoidiB§ to tiitie ftshioii of tha couiitry . 

SnA m Am4mckif^knKi of tha wi^^ paiacc# whMl 
tha aaplain ivtttady % wkaiiaii fiom faia lugfanaai^ o» 
tlie7ttiof Ai9gust. * 

'Hmt sultaB lat OB the fronad m the hiaer hail ; 
Bajah Mo«di» waa nated abont eigl^ feet itmtf him^ 
aeartr the d^ot ; and die aoai^aiiy waa nudged bafew 
thein, On^no nde^at adistaace^ wmre seen tta&i^d« 
ten S(]ff»Dgaad same yottag-ladica: on the other ridtt 
tpart)N<oloitt«|l aiurtain of siik was dfqsped> befttfe 
atach Ibe tai^m sat* Captam Forrest was seated oa^ 
HaMli Moodo'sfight hand, and iiftxt bun was phwed^ 
iht Spansli aiifey* 

* fte asBun My consieled of aboat tweirty perseaSi md 
tta sobaa-kamag gmeiraUy addressed them la the MhH 
Mva taagae^ Md |o the captakx In Malay, ** Ciqitaai,' 
joa bring good ^rtane ; wbea you arrived ^re waf 
Mmaar ^^^ there is light.'' ThbalhKted. to the 
teAf Buaaodefalandkig, which, was aaw made npv' 
Caphpa Forrest rcpUed^ *« he was faapfy to hearsucb« 



' Beftte each peiaan waa phaad a fanpe hmm sahtr^ 
• btalA eaftfaen pat of water, and a braas caspadore^ 
Iba asdvcr saf^iierted mmU piates* coataau^ sw^at. 
Qikca of dibbieat kaids, teand a ba^Chba cap of* 
chaoriala. Bywagiofdisliaelkm, ^ aiptainaadkbaii 
Spanish earoj, as Christiansy had red water pots^ aa4 
gtois taaaMaartaa tbaii abiwinhtr^ . ^ A > 



tf M3MI Wf^S VQWMm ^ 

H^beii tiie>aip^in took Jiisieftw aito. . /rhb ommfBKf 
jft BO iaoi« Ibau Uftiog tbe r^gbt'tiMKliiio Um JieiMlt'iiitli 
ft sligbt ittcymitioB of tl»rlfttt»r« - ^- 

* Tile 10th was k^t as a festiiail «t the siilUi»*s, «a 
account of twp fcnttks of the foyal Samky eomiog^ 
lige» to have llaehr easshofod, and Ihair heaatifittwittte 
. leelii fltdipped of tbw «iiamel and. stained jet b|adu 
Xfais rile is perforraed ;00 Ae- MiodaiK^ Mm at ikas^ 
teoa years of 9§^ aad is«Mm>tiieiM,hi ipaaportiBii to 
tbeirpiBk» < , >* ' 

^ The momiiig was uaharod in by ^ iMirtiBf «f jongi 
mod the 'firiBf of guns. Booths wece aniMiled lor the 
ftfciynroodatjoo of speoMon* Aiid tiambes* wa«a id* 
vited from all quartess^ 

Fart of the wleftaiiiiwi'iit oOnsisted of ftala ^ a^ 

Uty/ in a load of aock.«oiBbatt which laoalied & 

Hem of tilts and tomnaaKDts. A.chanfioB^. armed 

eap'^Hi]^^ ealeied.tbeavea, and without any akiU oj^ 

fMttat, "worked himsdf up into aa^^i^iparent laeu^ 

^^sd displayed a mimic. cmuage of the most ferodmit 

Und. £wen a- little boy, about ten yean of .^j^ey «» 

80 lar impired witb this mock heroisn^ that wibcn his 

fnends took him off, he struggled as iim coovoiaions* 

Theaoltan himsdfy and Fal^yMolano^ entered the 

a^^Mve to diqriay th^ agility; but thpir ^aUnadaaH 

y' Mfiim interfered; as they iF^^tiy conceiy^ -tha^ wch 

. ^Ment emotions were little adapted to thdryeaiai. 

. Tbase-naock coaabats and feats of-ac^ity ^^oalip u ed 
finrteiidays; duric^'whicha. nomber of §fue4ts wext 
dfidyimteilnined wShswei^cali^esiBnd.chif;^^ The 

rraticmof pierciDg the ears beii^ then-peirforiBedy 
young ladies we;re exhibited to Uie company, fitom 
behind a euriaini and «ftemaids being intraduood to 
1b&anlt«aa, sat down by her. This oesemony- seems 
eqaivrtent to thi6 intrjdttction of &maies*of disfeittctionb 
hi £nrope» at court. It ranks them^janoog wamen. 
a Qathe SQth.. Qaptain Fonest wa^'invit^tc^ another 
Wtartainmeat at the snlianjs, « JttMsn hft» wm sented ia 
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AbjhmI immhIh If aBomar; aad-aeat ^y; lil the 

foods iriiidi' bad been Mi wue sent to lus iodgings^ 
wkkb wqiiplied Im^xew for aome days. S(mat<ff & 
sw«el cakes and comBts hedblrilmtea «o«nf the €h^ 
^ese of ius- acquaintance, i»4io Mgl^ valued tlie pi^ 
Mt^ oa ai»onBt ^ its >DOinin)i( fiom t^ palace. 

A fear dap after. Rajah Moede^ft iady paid a vifiiil of 
en^»oy to the saitana^ with one httndned and font 
nomea in>bec txain. yibea Ae anrived of^Kxite the 
■Mtei^ap^faiee, aU tfa& Attendants of the saUaoaf n -4 
ibill voice, prononnced the word You thtkt, m a 
kQg>tlmed tooe^ and afierwaids the mooosyllabk We4 
TJittK^ it^eensy ave sontids of 88lataii<ni gsven ^ M 
fbtanae to laS» of- high rank. No man .can jom m 
the eaclamation; but now and then a dog howls '-m 
aaiBQo, to the great eatertahmwiit of ^he popnlaee* 

Baiah AtcNido's consort was dressed inilowered mns^ 
io^ with laige fiilagree gold ear^rmgs. Her attsttdanftsy 
sa a^kaimg the pahure, squatted down, <hi the floor, and 
ivused tittasselWs at a Juud of ebtqiner board, wiA( 
|ia89 beads, £at on one. side, and of various colourai 
The MBla3ns4»fti this game danudian. At night, abo«^ 
ifteen young, ladies formed a ^crescent, raoinag slowly' 
A a eircular dinetion; The lady ndio led lliis troop/ 
anga£B(w minaies^afterwhi^ iriie fdt i^otherearj^ 
tad then another advanced and simg'as hi emulado^i^ 
This eonlinaed tilleaidi hlid gone through the sanio 
ceremony*. ^ - . * . j: 

The men never mix with the women inany »&iis4^ 
mmt of this kind» nor take any particular noike o# 
tbem. .Though words, aniles, or looks, -are' not fop^ 
kiddeh, they are seldom used as among Eufope^tts* 
Women of rank, in' walking abroad, assume a ]^ecistf 
stepand air*: their ^ures are rather shaded than con^ 
scided. Women seldom • talk to «iy bnt woasen m 
paUic;. hot in thehr> houses no particuiar reserve is 
Md in tfaos itBspeet ^ 

Alter our voyager had beiln some time at Mindano,- 
te iNwd that 'tfie eguatty pnxfaiced gold, cassia, and 



\ 



ynx, iqd«i]8geiieraUYsa{^poaed| thegei9aQedNnvpoik 
Tliese advantagies maoe hiin very desirous of obtainmj 
ibe giant of one of the snudl islaxids m the vicinity, where 
ft fort and a fa€tory migfat be established. In every 
respect* the isle of Bimwoot, &cing Mindano River, 
aeemed most eligible; but he vras fearful of asking a 
'gnmt of thb spot, lest' it should be considered as too 
great a favour to be conferred 
? However, after some time had elapsed, lUyah Moodo» 
|>robably knowidig liis wishes, and derirousof givkighim 
a pix>of of his friendsh^^ in anticipating them, told bsm^ 
that he was ready to bestow Bunwoot on the E^gtisb, 
and did not doubt but the sultan would acquiesce in the 
grant. The captain made due acknowlec^ments; and 
im the 3d of September, when the sultan and some of 
his nearest relations, came to dine with Moodo, he had 
the pleasure to be iuliwmed by the sultan, that he had 
Hfoms to the resolution of granting Bunwoot to the 
{Inglish company, and desired to know if he liieant to 
fail directly to Balandiangan, or W{ut till intelligence 
«ould he {m>cured from tl^ce. 
V Grateful for hi^ munificence, the captain paid him 
the eoraplfmeiit to say, that he would ob^ his com^ 
inan<}9 in t^is matter; and expressed his desire to visit 
the ishind, whidi his country was about to owe to the 
J^ilPty of the Sultan of Mindano. 

^is wish proving agreeable to his highness, a boat 
•ad attendants were ordered to accompany tlie captain 
%» BuQWQot. wh^re he landed and examined the place ; 

£d, spon af|«r ^is return, tttt ^rant of the island was 
niially signed ^d s^^.. 

He now dispatched a messenger with this intelligence 
to Balambangan; bpt the boat finding noneof the English 
there, procc^ed to th^ Isle of Liubuan, near Borneo 
Proper, wher^ the pad(et was delivered to Mr. Herbert* 

Meanwhile the captain took anpther survey qf Bun* 
woot, where he found a harbour, and planted som^ vines 
^nd * garden herbs. The circumference of ttiis island is 
^i^t sixteen or seventeen miles, and it is well dofhel 
^ith trei9, which fheber many hbgs of a very wild pfl)^ 



, ^. TO THE M6ltJCCA5l . ^ 1^ 

^r^. ^fonkeys, guanos, and snakes, said to be Te^o« 
mous, where also k^und h^«. The timber ti^ees are va^ 
rious and of a large size, with HtCle underwood, except 
latfans, and a certain traiHog phnt,- called byoi^os, re^ 
sembling a vine, t^hich when cut into short lengths ^nd^ 
Iniised, discharges a white jnice, that answers all the 
purposes of soap. ' It also produces rose wood, dammer 
tree), ^nd a -tree which^ yields the gum called curuang. 

Tlie soil is a black mould, about eighteen inches deep,' 
4m a bed of stones and rocks. It contains few springs, 
but many ponds of rain water. On the wholes haw«> 
ever, it appears a valuable and fertile bland^ 

Captain Forrest, despairing of jfincHng the English at 
Balambangan, repaired his vessel in the compktest man^^^ 
per that circumstances yto\M permit, to enable him to 
prosecute his voyage to Borneo. He made several ex- 
cursions to Bdnwoot, and over the continent of Mindano ; 
but inel with few interesting occurrences. 
' On the 30th of Dec^nb^, he witnessed the prelimi^ 
paiy marriage ceremonies between the eldest son of 
DatQo Uttt, and Noe, the sultan's grand-daughter. Tlie 
preceding day the portion was carried in great parade, 
from the bridegroom's fathei^s to the sultan's palace. 
As presents are usual on such occ^ions. Captain Forrest 
gave the Rajah Moodo, and some others of the royal 
ifamily, such articles as he conceived would be most ac-^ 
ceptabto.* 

In the evening of the 30th, the solemnity commenced. ' 
A large company being assembled at the sultanas. Rajah 
Moodo put the question to the guests,' if it should be a 
match; All answered, xvlth a loud voifce, in the affirma- 
live.* A priest, or serif, then walked into the middle of 
the floor, and taking the bridegroom by the thumb of 
the right hand, aski^ if be consented to take Noe for 
his wife dnd to live with hei' according to the law of 
Mahomet; to which he answered, I WILL.. The com* 
pany then gave a loud shout, and guns were inunediatel/ 
dischargeri. Tlie lady did not sqppear, and consequent^ 
Iv had ro questions to answer. 

13 



tf!i c{i.bet(9thiBgi^ so iMn0i4ee Ibe ooncbilioD Qfl4l||» 

CmQnies; but, imag las «|ay at MimfaaoK k^ ihaA 
I present at the naniage of one of Riyab^fMilafii 
4attghteK& to tbe «pQ of aa lUano prilioe* 
. . On t^t ooGWH9«ti t^ie MAtgmm hi«g ^liiriaMwt 
by the pries^ as b^oce, and kaviog aignifiad hiajwint, 
weat iminediately and seated faimseif by tlie young lady^ 
frho turned away from bin witb feigned tetany. At 
ibis ti^ company amiied; but tbe bride still c^mfinned 
]ber apparent indiffereace^ though the brid^iroomatrova 
ip attract her r^ard by numerous assiduities. 
• Ai last, oil the tentli night, she wasi widi seanaiig aa- 
tnctance^ eonducted, in the pres^M^e of all tbe cprnfias^^ 
by two women» towards a laige> bed in the same hi^ 
and put within a tripplerow of curtah», whese ibe 
bridegroom following, the curtain dropt, and the wIm^ 
company set up a loud shoqt, which they contined fiat 
9000% mmutes^ and tbeu dispersed. 

It seemst in the Moluccas, the woman is obliged thrioa 
\o pronounce her promptitude to obey, on whidi the 
husbanfl is exhorted by the priest^ not to touch his wiffs 
with lance or knife; bat if sne disobey to chastise, ber 
gently with a handkerchief. 

On the 7th of January Captain Fomest applied pii^ 
irately to ftiyah Moodo, th^ sultan, and Faa^ Molano 
for leave to depart. Having consented to his request^ 
he made his best acknowledfpnienta to thci^ personages, 
for the numerous civilities they had shewn hnn, and dis- 
tributed some presents. ^ 
. Rsyah Moodo entrusted him wilk two'letteni, one ta 
liis nuyesty, tbe other, to tbe company, with siutahk 
Dfesents. .Tlie sam^ night he got under way and passed 
|he bar* 

Rajah Moodo, after a pretty loQg intereonase, w^ 
|»iltta tp be j3t sincere and eenerojas prii|c<^ fie was .a 
ipim c^ c^xcell^t understanding, and posseted nncoaiy 
|abn aciiteness of parts, which was vis^ in his vavy 
^oks. ' He had only one wlf<(^|Who was ilBinJtfrr lo t^ 



jotealiy^ lie bqyt foufteen or HBlleeii co&cubioes^ ^te 
diktat mi iimtB, be^recidiiE^ tb^ floor of a ki^g« bdi, 
«wl« 1^ 9»d bk Hay o^eupied a stately ^f d. « This lad^^ 
utest same wis Fetdy ryak, spoke' Malay fxvrrcctiy^ 
MdUte ifood o# ai^g a& air U tJbat Ia9gaa|;ey whi<il| 
Jf]^|^iiD Forrest taught ker. ' ■ 

• . • • ■ 

Am^M^^ugo biin:a ba^^i l^fimt^ • r 

Dudu debowi^ batangi ^ 

Ambo JMgo raa nanti, nun^ij^ 
^ Manapo tida(io d^ang^, '^ 

Whi^i lOiay %e rendered ^u«i^ 

. . . ■ ■ ' • • ' % ' ' 

Rdfil)aM'bniealba<tr8e; . 
. J play ;-bQt 4^ time's not ripe« 
Why don*i you oome to mc? 

. Tlic elegant arts are not ttuch cultivated here. Thej 
%ave» however, goldsmiths, who make fillagree button| 
and ear-rings, and other trinkets; but their l>iacksmith^ 
tre incapable of fabricating any thing that requires 
ntore ingenuity than a comnton nail. 

The Mindanoese at least bathe once a day, and genet 
fHiy oft^riier. . Hiey are moderate in eating apd drinkr 
Sng. R^^ Moodo, exclusive of bis dkh of boiled rice^ 
and a few ounces of dried or salt fish, generally mad^ 
ia^ dinner on chocolate, drinking only water after it* 
Siich abstemiousness/ indeed, is universal among the 
Malays. f 

^ For lMtj the oflbider loses his r^ht h^d, or payi 
tkreeibld. Maknine is punished with death, and adul-^ 
tety h capital to both parties. Fonncatic|i b(A^ver H 
coinniuted by a fine; or if a slave mak^ a 8l^| l^tt hair 
fpcut off asamark<tf inlkmy, ]. 

■ Pfbperty descends in equal sh&r^ to sdbs, and half 
to daiishters. Hiis seems to be a teiy wise and eijui;*! 
tdl>Ie f^|ridalion. The law of prhyiogaiitiiye, the wor^ 
vilio of 4ije leudal evstvm^ jrHl p<»baps prove otte dav 



tlie T|& ofevfery countpcy where ft ma^iss In ifttc. li^ 
renders > the heir of great estates <fissipated.or indolent, 
aud the younger branches of the finnily dependant ano 
necessitous: / * ;, . 

^ When there a^ no children, brothers, and sisters' ot 
tb6 whole blood mherit; but if there are neither brothei^ 
nor sisters^ nephews, nieces, nor first cousins, the 
sultan claims the estate for the poor. If a man puts 
away his wife, she obtains a thcra of thte fimiituie^ and 
also money in proportion to cirtumstances. 

The form of government is in some measure monar* 
^iai. Next to the suftaii is the rajidi moodo, his sue* 
cessor elect; then the mutsingwood, or superintendant 
of polity, aiui the captain lout, or commander of the 
navy. There are also six inanteries, or jud^s, nomi-^' 
nated b]^ the sultan, and six amba rajsdis, or asserten^ 
of the rights of the people. These officers are heiedK 
tary. 

The vassals of the sultan, who possess large estates^ 
are called kanakan. The revenues are generally raised 
In the fruits of the earth; but sometimes a certain pror' 
portion of money is imposed. Hie currency, in. most 
parts of the country, is the Chmese kangan, a piece of 
coarse cloth scaled up in bundles of twenty-five, which 
are then called gandangs. They have also anotlier cur- 
rency denommated kousongs, a kmd of nankeen died 
Mack. Dollars are scarce in Mindano; but there ar^ 
several copper coins. * 

The men tie up their hair in a singular manner, fixing 

or covering it with a circular piece of wood, five or six 

iifiches in dimeter, and half an indi thick. This lies 

flat on their, heads, and, the hair being done up, both 

above and b^low it, has a graceful appearance. 

. The wom^n tie uptheir hair behind, and plait it aftef. 

the manner of the Indian dancing girls, on t^e. Coro* 

jnaadel coast. They wear a kind of petticoat,* besides 

a jacket which is common to bath, sexes, and a. g|oth 

bound round the middle, an4 cowpgup Jbetweea Ihe 
thighs. 



, JGwlaBQibttidtaiirodtice the true desmnmif but 
It seems to ,be little vegftrded. The numerous virtues 
of this plant reodec it one of the most valuable in me- 
dicine* The oil is a veiy poweti'ui corcKal; the camphor 
4xtiiicted from the rooty^ is well known for its eincacy 
in the cure of many distempers. The leaves,- too, pm* 
duce an oH of oampbcM: of high value. In short, there 
is BO pstrt of the dnnamon tree ibat is not^f use in phy- 
9c. Notlm^ however, is more ditiicult than to obtain 
the different prqioratio&s from th^ cinnamon in a genu* 
ipe sliite* 'The more valuable any commodity is, ths 
more liable it is .to be adidteratod. 
. But So return to the lastory of the voyage. After 
karingMindano, Captain Forrest proceeded to Bunwoot^ 
and after a short ntsf^ xhece, directed his course to 
I^i^mgan, and, on the^ 12tb, anchored in Kainaladaa 
l{arixHir,wliereho found the Ruigiieyoorocoro withTuan 
Hadjee, and oo^ of the Bachian oflicers, who said they- 
were bound to Samboaogan. SeverdSooloopioaswere 
^g at the sa^ie place. . Here he took in some sago^ 
being disaj^inted in rice which he expected to find. 

Irving this harbour, he passed Basilan, and soma 
Other islands, and on the l^th descried Tonkyl, a small 
low island, ^^here he had stepped at the commencement. 
Ofthevoyage« . . 

The wind being unfevourable for his weathering 
SooioOy he came to, under the Island of Badcoongan, 
idiieh forms a good harbour, near the mainland of 
Sooloo, Apprelmisive of falling into the h^ods of the 
$op{0ps^ be gave out, that the vessel belonged to Magin«. 
dano; but fortunately, a fresh gal^ springing up, he pas* 
sed to the eastward of that island, where h^ saw several 
boats fishing for pe^ls. 

It would be uninteresting to attend our voyager 
tiiroii^b his various souudings . and nautical remarks,. 
Suffice it* to say, that pn the 27th he anchored between 
Bangi^ey and Balambangan, and found nothing but de^ 
pphition at the latter. 

^t^ Induced bifu to st^er for Boineo, and ip a short 



time bHUUb with tbe SpeedweU 8now,:i^lbtfr^^ 
late cUef at Bakunbnigaii^ oir board, boondtto Maim^ 
ivhich had no sooner patted tbas he cane in sight of 
^e Antelope and £ttpbral)es» the feimer of which <»x^ 
Tied Messrs. Bro£f and Salmon, who had eharge (rf ther 
Gompan/s afiairs on that coast* 

On the 10th Captain Forrest steered fof Ae aaoadi 
of Borneo River, and at midin^t ancduii«d ableast^of 
the resident's house, where he fimod the Lnaouia snoww 
beloogiog to the compao^* Naatmogting, having sa« 
luted the ftctcH^, he waited on the president^ Mr, Jess^ 
who received him with much cordiality. 

After some necessary repairs, he took Us leave of the 
resident on the 27th of February, and rowed dcmmf^ 
river. On the 7th of March he arrived in Atolnan Roadie 
The Tartar being eiuiminedhere^ was found in«adihaA 
isondition* that itwas determined to quit her. Acoordt 
inglv the iuen were paid off, and Oaptsfin F^nnast emt 
lifurked on bjoard a sloop bound for Fort Marlbspoii^l^ 
where he arrived the latter end .of June, and gave- en> 
account of his {Ht>ceedings. Some resolute Mahiy men, 
^ving undertaken to navigate the Tartar to the same 
place^ siie soon after came in, when it wns louad tM 
lier bottom was wholly destroy^ by worms, aod^ k a»* 
tonished every person that she had swam so long* Never,* 
indeed, nw amore dangerous vogfagje performed m sudr 
a small vessel. The skill and good conduct of .Ca^taid 
Forrest were universally allowed; and though h&»¥oy«^ 
If as not pregnant wkh any new discoveries, it will tfver he 
valuable to marmers and geographers ; uw is it de>tH»ft> 
^f general informatiim. 



PAI^T. HENRY WILSON, 

mriMCirALLT BBtATlKG TO HIS SttII«WRECK 

ON THE 

PELEW ISLANDS^ 

s 
AVJ> SUBSEQUENT PHOCEEDINGS. 



ITEW iiaiftttivesliave attracted a more considerable 
J? dine of the publk attention than this. Other 
fojages Ere more fertile in important discoveries^ and 
CBil^raisea #Mer range of action; but this is niark> 
cd by^ features ^t interest the heart of ten^ibilit}-, 
and gfv« It a claini to the regard of the philosu- 
pher^ ."^e patriot, and the Christian. A' people have 
beenliroaght to light by accident, whose amiable man- 
Mr% and Tirtuous qi^lities, erince no small progress. 
k social refinement, and whc«e humanity to our coim- 
ll}fiiieD';i]i dist^e^' mnst ever endear them to Britons. 
It is but justice to say, that the work ifom which 
the fd^owing pages vert abstracted, is composed hy 
die ingenious Mn Keat6, from the most authentic 
docamenta furnished by Captain Wilson, and verified 
fay the coincident testimony df the principal persons 
musaxubd in the transactions recorded. *The original 
tccouttt of the Pelew Islands will not be superseded 
hy thia epitome ; yet the narrative was too captivating^ 
iodtoo valuable, not to be included in our collection, 
and to be given at as great length as the nature of our 
pim %ould permit. 'Though the subsequent volume 
iHU be' more particulariy appropriated to Shipwrecks, 
Wewere unwilling tothrow this into the general masi 
•f nautical disasters; and, indeed, in many respects, if, 
(tittenr tr*vm tb/tix common tenor ,* for whatever Cap^ 



tain Wiboli and hii crevr miglit suft^ at i9st Uumient 
of itnniinent danger, w« *are eonvinoed thaf^ m the 
event, they scarcely considered that an a mbfbrtune 
which was instrumental in bringing them acquaioied 
with the natives of Pdew. 

It is somewhat remarkable, that al&ongh these is- 

lands lie atiio very great distance from the cmnmon 

track to Chinat yet it does not appear that any Biro* 

peans ever lasied on diam. Hiey were not» htowever«. 

totally unknown. Inthe^' Lettrts edificnUs ei cwimBe9^ 

we find an account of this Archipelago^ of wfakh ths 

Palos, or Pelew Islands coostitiile the fifth divisioi|; 

the other fi>ur consisting of the istends i^hich are now 

known by the name of the New CaroUnea. Le 9&k 

Cantdva tells us, that a boat with twenty-'fiMir natiiMS 

of the Canrfine Islands, being driven by stress of we«» 

ther on the coastof Guahan^ h^ had iMd every fite» 

tbod to get information from them eoneenrihg the 

rest; and that he was informed, ** that the pt«p|te of 

the P/^lew Islands were mhuman and savage; tfai^ 

bpl3^ men and women were entirely naked, and ftA 

upon human fleihr that the inhabitants of thc^Carolbei 

looked on them with horror, as the enemies af man* 

lund^and with whom they held it dangerous to hav^ 

any intercourse.^ From this and every other mfoims* 

tion that can be procured, it appears, that, Ibra k>ng 

series of years, the inhabitants^ of the Peiew blaads 

have been separated fix^m the rest of mankind, even 

those most contiguous to themselves. Their ignorance 

«f the eicistence of white people, abundantly evinces 

their being total strangers to Europe, at any tate. 

* The name given by the Spaniards to tiiese idands, h 

tihe Palos Is^uids ; which indeed is the name^ by which 

«all the Caroline Islands formerly went; "prol^bhrowiag 

^to the number of tall palm trees with which meg are 

' covered, faavhig the appearance of« masts of ships at* a 

'dbtance. The Spanish word pal(»9 signifies a mast 

-* But. to proceed. Captain Wilson, of the Antelope 

NAeVia tl« «nice of the Butbh Eag^fad.. C«.. 



E,Amt tbree hundre4 tons b\»rtbeB, itBcd-froiu 
lo in China, wijer^r she h»d drriined^^ jft^w wee]^ 
before, cm berpa^sage homeward, 'oii Suocb^. the 2Qtk 
/rfJirijf, 17S3. . . . 

As, in the sequel of thi^ nm:rative» tJiere will b^ ocr 
casion to meQtion the names of Uie slup'^ com{tsiiiy« 
the following list of them inaj be usenil to e^^piaip 
jhehr situations. , , 



• Karaes- ^ 

Philip Bei^er, 
Peter Barker, 
^fjffi r'ntnirttHj 
4[)hi|.Sl^uq>, 
Irtfrnr William Devis, 
Joiuv.Blanch, 
^Viiil^ Harvey, 
John P^]4ku)ghoro]i^ 
^ohn Meale*. 
Kichard Jeokiof » 
James Swift, 
Jlichs^ Sbacpx . . 
^iopry ^yilspn^ junior^ 



:?*- 



>; 



John Wedgeborougbii 
Robert Whiter 
Albert Piersoo, 
Godfrey Minx, 
Thomas D^ittoo, 



Stations* 

Conimanden 

Ch)ief Mate* ■ >t 

Second Mate,^ 

Third Mi^ 

Sarg<;on» 

fa^seng^^ 

(jrivmer. 

Bfwt^aiiK 

Carpenter. 

Cooper and Ste«i«i4 

Carpeuter'ft Matt» 

Coojt, 

Mi4shipniap« 

Midshipnian, son. tift 

tbe Captaki^ 
Midshipm^in. 
Midshipman. 
.Quaiter Master. 
Quarter Master. 



Captain's SbewardL ; 
Thomas Rose, native of bengal, liagtiifit. « 

And, Matthias Wilson, the Captain's brother ; Tbonaa 
.Wilson, Dodrick Windier, Zachariah Allen* John 
Cooper, JamesBiuitt, Thonias Castles, WilUani Robertd^ 
Kicbohs Tyacke, Williatti Stewart, Madan Blanchard^ 
ThouBas Whitfield^ William C<4>fakdick, ud Jamea 
Daaeai^ Seamen. Beskies these, Captaoi Wilson waa 
allowed sixteen Chinese, to Jkeep the sbip*s coni{)leiBaiil 
6f b-ands coinpiete. , r . 



On Mondfly the^9l9l^ ^ef got clear l6 sea, luT^hg 
^liicharged tiie pilol, and taken leave of «evaflil gestle- 
•flMH, who aeeompflnied tiiem« lW*i0i^e9. From 
the 23d of July; to the feth .<Mf Augu8t,t&y had very 
stomay unsettle weather, diiring which their fwetop* 
I»a9t sfMrung, eiidalliheir Im catHe died. On tfae 
^h, iAne^ weather' became move moderate ; «o that 
opeuiB^ their ports they dried the ship^-exanifDed their 
stores and provisions, and proceeded cheeifnliy on 
their voyage, flattering themselves their distress and 
danger were nowlakly past; little apprehending tfae 
tnisfertnnes that were so quickly to overts&e them. 

Early on Saoday morning, the 10th of' Angilst, a 
strong bneaae sprung up, attended with mn^ rain, thuih 
der, and lightning. Captain Wilson- had gone to bed 
about tweWa, and Mr. Benger, die efaoef mate, com- 
mamded on desdk. While the seamen were buried in 
reefing the sa^, the man on watch exclaimed, break- 
ers! which he had scarce pronounced, when tfae ship 
•truck. It is not easy to express the consternation 
whiih ensued ; all vdio were in bed below, were imme- 
diately on deck, enquiring the occasion of the noise 
and confusion. Too soon they learned their dismal 
iituatibn. In less than an hour the ^ip bidged, and 
filled vwith water up to the -lower deck hatchways. 
During this scene of horror and dismay, the seamen 
eagerly besought the captain to direct them, mni fait 
eomfluuids would beob^ed with alacrity. 

Csqytata Wilson^s first orders were, 'to secure the 
gui^wder and small arms, and to get on deck the 
bread, and Aucb other provisions as ivere Hable to b« 
•pciiled>^by the water, and cov^- them ftom the rain. 
M the slq) took-a heel in filing, there was some rea- 
aon to lear she might overset : to prevent whioii, they 
cut away the mizen-mast, the main and'fore-top-masts, 
and lowered the fore and main yards^ toease her. iThe 
boats were then hoisted out, and filled* witir provisions; 
a oe^mp^ss and some small arms, with ammunition^ 
and two men beiQ^ put into aach, witfi' dir^dliDns to 



iMp^AtaMder tbe iee of the. ship, aait to l^e r<r»dy 
U^ r^ceive^thw shjpHEBiites^^ k cbs^ the vpssd shoold* 
part by Ae violeiipe of the windiwd waves, as it thea 
blew aa excoeding strong ^e. 
. £?^ thiog being now done that prudence eofild 
dictate in- so trying and distressful a situation, the offi«^ '. 
cen and people assembled on the quarter-Hleck, that- 
part being the highest otft of the water, and best shel* 
tered.froia the rain and st^ by the quarter-boards ; and 
waUed for day^Ught, m hopes of seeing land ; for as 
y^ they bad not been able to discern any* During this 
dreadful interval, tbt loixiety and horror of which is 
mafih easier to be imagined than described. Captain 
Wila^i eodeavoured to revive tiiie drooping spirto of 
his cxew, by remindmg them, that ^pwr^ek was a- 
nosfonune to ^hidi ikavigatoi^ were always liltble; 
and that although theirs was rendered mose difficult and? 
disttessing, by its .hap pewB gin an untrawn and iuifr&; 
quented sea, yet he wbhed to remind them, that this- 
c on sj dw w t jop should <^nly rouse them \o greater afttivi^ 
ty, in .endeavouripg to extricate themselves: md^ 
above all,-he begg^ leave to impress <m their minda^ 
this dfcuAi^taQoe, tbftt whenever misibrtunes such as 
tfa^ ''had haf^sened) they had generally been rendered 
much more dreadful tbm they would otherwise have 
beep^ hytkut daspaic of the crew, and by thdr disagree? ' 
qientanio^g tiiemselves. To {H'eveot ivhkh,r Im"- mosf 
cainestly requested each of thepi, separately, not ta> 
taste ai^ spidluotts liquor, on any account whatever; 
and he had the satisigctioii' to find a ready consent 
given to ^is most important advice. 

This display, in a most remarkable manner, lh» 
preseaee of n^ind which was pieserved,- and tlie pru\ 
denoe that was exerted by Captain Wilson, in one oC 
the most trying situations to which hiunan nature can, 
be aaposed. It shews ako^ in the most unequivocal, 
maaoer, theteBq|NKr;aad<&poskiooQf htsofficersandthek 
whole crew, and pronounces their eulugium in the. mo&tr 
iiBpCKSilRft t^iaw. 



At tiM^ wer«almofttivora out by the e9coHri«^ iri^ 
lliey had uAd^gone, two glasses ai wine and Mo» 
Inicuit w«ipe gtfta t» evety mafi aboard; and they 
waited for day-break with the utmost anxiety, in l|ope$ 
of dis6ov«rhig l^ipd. M^ntime they ^udeavaalcd to 
aof^MMrt each otiiers apirits as ihttdi as poasiUC) ami), 
by the captaiH'ft direction, put on aa many tlolto aa 
passible to carry witb Ihibin, in the event ^' goring ssd^ 
Amn the wreck. And, let it not be forgotten, aneng 
Miany othar reituukable in^aiioes that occurred in tfaa 
«oitrse of this voyage, to the honoM of this crew, tiial 
liie utmost oordiatity jfirevailed Unaoi^at thmii. None 
aftionpted^ in the hour of confusion, to touch falsneigb- 
boiti^ff prop«ty« nor to make frea with wb^t ]mA beoa 
interdicted tfa^, 

* The dawn discovered to their vww a amaU isbaid, 
nt the dis^ffice of about three or tour leaeuea to the 
(Kmthward; and as the daylight increase^ they saw 
more ilbuids to the eastward.^ 

. They now began to feel a|yprsihaisiOQ8 on aoeount 
«f the natives, to whose dispositioos they ware Mir 
itangars* Howewr, after manmng the boats, ttid 
liMK&if them kthe t>est manner they wereafcia, fortha 
fenend good, they were dispatched to ike small idttd, 
under thediredioo of Mr. B^ge^, the chie&raate, who 
was earnestly requested to establish, if postM^ia^ a 
IHeiMUy intercourse with the natives, if tiaey taiaoA 
my; and careinlly to avoid all dfsagreemaitwitiitl|afli, 
lUiitts reduced to tt by the most urgent neeaHity* 

• As soon as the boats w«rc gone^ thoso who w«iO 
left in the ship began to get this boonis oust boai«L 
and to make a raft for their securityi if the ship shouta 
fo to pieces^ which was hourly 'oxpocHsd. At th^ 
same time, they were lender tbe most painfi4 appie- 
hensicHis tor tiie safety of the boats, on wblch ail de^ 
pnuded, not only witb regard to the natives, but nntit 
mgard to tha w«ittbar ^^so, as H con^ued to blow 
IKry haid. 

i^dtjn ^^^ewm they wfSf 4nUnM AiiiDifir 



|blMalUsklK^<}> by the return «f thftbetlSyvwitk 

ihe wek^Mne mw^ ^i timx having lauded .the storesia 
safety, jyod left five men to take c^re of them ; and that 
Ifaere was no appearance of inhabitants being on the 
i^d^whese^t^y ianded: that they .jbad £»iwd a se- 
cure bflirboury well sheltered from the weather, and tdm 
aome fresh water. This favourable account revived 
iheinj aM they proceeded in eompleting their rail 
vith;fi^ v%our, having been allow^ another gl^w of 
vioe.wiih biscuit. A yery. distressing accident, hoii^ 
tsm, happened this day; the mizennoiast being found 
Mur the siiip's stern, and part of the jirig^g entan^bd 
with the luiaeen cliains, Godfrey Minks was employed to 
clear it,. and ^while he was thus employed^ unhickily 
dipt overboard. The boats were inunediatc^ mat It 
]ijs astfistance,. but without effect^ 

Haying iinisb^ the raft^ they loaded it> tog^th^r 
irith tjf/^ joUyrrhc^t and pinnace^ witli aa nian^iirfiori^ 
SHud proAfisions as they could bear, consistently with 
the safety of the people who were <to be canried off; 
aad^ as the day'wasiailvanoing,4he a4>tain summoned 
all the people aboard.. Indeed, so busily were they 
m^Qy^ in bringmg a$. vmdn a$ possible with. thei% 
tbit- it oofit some pains;. to. get .them all ^Uacte4 
Their fiftelinfs op quittmg the Antelope, going tliey 
knew Bot wUther, were of the mostdistfesskig nature. 
The steotest of the hands were put on boaid the ,pm^ 
mifif whkh took.the raft in tow and moved slowly ob^ 
till they liad cleared the reef; while the j<dly-boa4 
Vvhieh wa& ^ little service to .iJhe raft, proceeded aloi^ 
to the sfafiwey-aod joined their coiqpanions that had 
Veo left in tfae.momk^. They Ibimd a teat xesdf 
Jbr their reeeptioB^ and a spot of , ground cleared fo| 
tbestonea. i 

The jiituation of those aboard the pionece and th^ 
faSl^ tiU tbey> «lei^^ -the reef, was., ^rible indeedl 
The pts^ sweUyuig ef the sea.was sucl^ ^al they n^iea V 
edly lost sij^t of each other, and those on the faft 
iW rtife^>< t» ^tji!msmhff!» to.ttiepinnk»)vithjr(}pe9» 

K3 
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%» pt«t«iit Adr being wvsiied off; wifM Ae taiMf 
bf the scene was ineitasec} by tke Mfeams of tlit 
Chinese, who were not aeenstomed to tlMi perito tif the 
deep. 

When Ikey Imd ikirfy deiired ibe reef, tl^ M 
into deep smooth water, in the cfamin^ moniiig be* 
tween the r«ef and the islands j but on approadiine 
tile land, they found a very stroi^ curr^t, which 
jdrove them considerafoly to leeward. They soon found 
tliat they could not resist its impetoority, and therelbre, 
liaviMg hroueht thife raft to a grapnel, all the. hands 
gotabodrdue pinnace, to relieve the rowers: mean 
while, the cargo of the jolly-boat being unladen^ €ap^ 
taitt Wifcioii was returning in her, to as49t those aboard 
lih» phnaae. TUt ni|;fat was by this time dark, and 
the eaptaip oreii^mig them at a distanee, haHed 
'^|^em.« "Aose aboard me phinace, overjoyki at the 
|war ftmpeet of relief, returned the halloo, in a man- 
ner so^misfiai, that Captain Wilson immecHatefy eon- 
^hMW| t|^ w^ natives, He W9» tiie readier to form 
tiiis idea, as he had jost learned from those on shore 
ttort, fifom various circmnstanees, they had reason lo 
cbndiida iiiert had been natives on that spot very late- 
ly ; he thcfe fo rc retreated to the iliore with the utmost 
predbila1ioti« HappHv, however, thevwere soob re^ 
nevea by the arrival of the pinnace, when all the com^ 
puny shook hands tc^ther (need ft be added) with 
great cordiality, Tbey tiftade a homely supper, and 
having lighted a match by the cSscharge of a pistoi^ 
Ihe^ kinoled a foe in the cove, by which they dmd 
thar clothas f^id warmed themselves. The night 
proved very uncomfortable, as the weather was exceed- 
toigly tempestttOttsv while the fear of the ship goiogto 
pieeeat beftn^ tbey could ^ve ot)i^ necessaries mua, 
ihe wrack. iK^ a Qttle heightened their distress. Lest 
^y should be surprised by Ate natives^ they set f^ 
^tch, and slept on the ground by tarns. ' 

Neatibreooim bemg &e xitit^ proofed, veiy klormy ; 
Ifaey attempted 'to Mng off t^ mit in vaiD> aad ytet9 



fhl^ggd to ktm it, carrying with tQi^ kaw&f^ th% 
Hits aad the.x«aiaiiider'OfAti»d fnravimnt. . ' 

In tbft s^0tiooi^ tiie wen^iber was ipore mod^ratc^ 
and the boats were dispatched to the ship to tHring off 
what ^mnf (cdold; while those oa shore nveie eHifilojed 
in brnBhing up thf stoall arms. 

The evieainf m^ is very squally, and as th6 boats 
did net return from the ship till about ten o'dodc^ 
those on shore were not a little alarmed about theiir 
safety ; nor^ere they i^nch easier, when, on their re^ 
turn, they learned, that the vessel was in such il silua^ 
tion, as made ttexceedingiy probable she could not hohit 
together till morning. 

When we c<Hwler their situation with this firospect 
before th^m, it must ^ granted thiat the vicwsitudesof 
human life have seldom-produced a coincidence of chr^ 
cumstances more pecqliariy/ distressing. Uhe 6^ 
hope they had of yet floatmg and r^airing the vestal 
8Q as to return to ChinBf now to all api^earanceimpnic^ 
ticaMe— %norant where they were, or among mki^Biitr^ 
sepasmted not^only from wives, childreUi and Jiorae^ 
but from all mankind, except, perhaps, a race ci aa^ 
vages^ as they natuvally supposed — ^vithout any pro^ieci 
of retief — andi^ tlie same time shivering under^a storm 
still moi« tempestuous tiban the f<Mrmer night ^-Hthes^ 
combined, bring to view a sitaationj which humanity 
cannot flihdc of wttliout commiserating Iheir lot 

fai tbe raomiog it blew< exceedingly strong,- so that 
th^ boats eouM .not go off to the wreck. The men^ 
tbestfore, employed theim^ves in drying then- provi- < 
sions, aadi formmg belter tents from the niaterials- 
wbich th^ had'-bDought from the sliip the day before. 
AlKmteiffnt ro'dock in thi$ momtng, the pe<^e beiti|f. 
enq^doyedns above, and in clearing the gHHUid front 
the wood wUdb W9S behind the tents, Capliwi WilsoB^'< 
wkh-Ttm<. Rmc^ Jmeing^ (w tbe beanb, 4X>lleeting the 
fresh water whidi dr^piped fixun the rocks, saw tvira' 
caiKNS,ivilh »i^k m theiu, coming found the poini 
into the lmy« This gaive< nidi alaran^thAttthe peoplf 
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all rao t^theiK^arms: however, as th'ei^.W«i^ lifctlS^ 
of the natives, Captain Wilson desired tliem to keep 
put of ^glltj4ptil jtbey should perceive what re^ption 
he ni€t with^ but to be prepared for the worst. TJiev 
socn p^rc^ved that the i^tives had seen fhe captain 
ard Toni ix6se^ for they conversed together, aiid kept* 
tl cir eyes stedfastiy fixed on that part of the sbore 
VI here the English were. The natives advanced very 
cautiously towards thein: the captain directed ,Rose\ft, 
^euk to them in his own language, the Malay ;. which, 
they at first did not seem to understand ; but they 
stopped their canoes^ and soon after one of them asked, 
in the Malay tongue, who the strangers were, and wber 
ther they were friends or enemies? Rose was dire^^tcd 
to rq)ly9 that they were EnglishmeoL who had lost 
their ship on the reef, but had saved their lives, and 
were friends. On this they seemed to confer together 
for a short time, and then stepped out of the canoe&uito 
the water, and went towarti the shore. .Captain WilsoH 
instantly waded into the water to me^t them, and em:f 
bracing them in the most friendly manner, led theuk to 
the shore, and presented them to his officers and unforbj^ 
Date companions. The natives were eight in number^ 
two of whom, it was afterwards known, were brothers 
to the rupack, or king, of the neighbouring islands, 
and one was a Malay, who had been shipwrecked in a 
vessel belongiiig to a Chinese, resid^t on the Island of 
Ternate, one of the same group of islands: he ba^ 
been kindly treated by the king, who, he said, was a 
good man ; and that his people also were Goui;teous« 
He told them farther, tliat a canoe having been out a! 
^hiug, had seen the ship's mast; and that tbe king, 
being informed of it, sent oiF these two canoes' at foiup 
o'clock th.at uiopiing, to see what was become of .the 
people. who had belonged to her ; and they knowing 
of the harbour ^hicb the Rnigli?Jnntn yrem in^ bad comf( 
directly thither. 

Being about breakfast hour. Captain Wflsop, Tom 
Rose, and only a few Qthers> bxeaUaated with thentta 



prereof suspicion ; and in the course of tiheir ishoft conr 
msstioD, a wish was fainted to foe informed, by what 
means tlie Msday they had brought with them had' 
•cached their islands. The Malay, who could indis- 
tiacdy ^peak a few sentences both in broken Dutdi and 
English, gave some farther account of liimself ; but 
from hu future conduct and behaviour, there was great 
neison to suspect tus veracity. It was, however, fortu- 
oate that they found a person with whom their linguist 
could converse. 

The natives were of a moderate size, but admirably 
proportioned and very muscular. Their hair was long' 
and black, rolkd up in a peculiarly neat manner close 
to tb^r heads. £xcept the younger of the king's two 
tons, none of them had beards. They in general pluck- 
ed out the hairs by the roots. They were quite naked« 
and their «kins of a deep copper colour. 

They were conducted round the cove, and, to the 
great surprise of the English, walked on broken rocks, ' 
fhelis^ and thorny pianta, with the greatest ease. 

They were now enabled to jupport a mutufd oonveri* 
MtioD, by Queans o>f the Maby maai, on the part of thd 
oativea, and T(Hn Rose on ti^t of the English, an<} 
thus had an opportunity of examining one another as 
to the different appearances which oocasioned mutual 
wrprise. 

From this first interview, as well as what happened 
afterwards, it was evident that th^ natives had never 
befoi]e seen a white man, and ^vere ignorant of the lex* 
istence of any such. The natural surprise at seeing 
them may therefore be well conceived. 

The appearance of eiotlies luras quite new to thenu ' 
At first, inde^, they were at a loss to determine whe* 
Iher the man aud his dress were not of the same sub^ 

ftano^e 

Nodiin$ afforded them greater surprise than ihh 
si^iit of two ()ogs belonging to the ship, whkh imrne^ 
d&tjely on tlieir approach set up a loud bark, to the 
great delist of the natives, who answered then in a 
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«bout idmost as violent. In these anhoais tht^ took, 
a great delight, as, except a few grey rats, there are so 
quadrupeds otf the island. • ' 

. Captain Wilson was exceedbgiy anxious to keep 
them ignorant of the nature and use of fire-arms; but 
oie of them accidentally picking up a sinaU leaden bul«> 
let/ surprised at its weight, examined the M 2day about 
it, who requested one of the muskets to explain its use. 
end effect. They seemed very desirous that one of 
the English should go with them in their canoes to their 
king, that ht might see what sort of people they wei^ 
Every one agreed that this step would be advisable ; but» 
as difficulties arose concerning who the person'' should 
be that should venture himself, the captain reqnested 
his brother, Mr. Matthias Wilson, to undertake the of- 
fice; who readily consented; andlabout noon one of 
ttie canoes left the harbour^ having Mr.. Wilson with 
them. *The other canoe, with four persons, amoBg 
ni'hom was Raa Kook, the elder of the king's brothers,, 
and who was also general of his annies, remained with 
the English of their own accord, until the canoe retuiu* 
cd with Mr, Wilson. , 

The captain directed his brother «to acquaint the 
king who they were; to relate to him, a>s weU as he 
could, the natU||^e of their misfortime; to solicit his 
friendship and protection, and permission to build a 
vessel to carry tli^m back to their cKwn country. He 
also sent a present by him to tlie king, of sv small rem^ 
nant of blue broad cloth, a canister of tea,, another of 
sugar candy, and a jar of rusk.. The last artick was 
adcied at the particular request of the king's two bro*. 
tbers. 
. Durmgthe absence of Matthias Wilson,/they bad an 
opportunity of getting more intimately acquainted 
with Raa Kook, whom they found n most amiable 
ciuiracter ^indeed. Observing a fkete of polished H[>ooe 
arcuud his wrist, they ^ook occasion to enquire mta 
the medning of it* He informed them, it was a mark • 



of great d&ttnction, conferred only on Urn blo^d ro3raT9 
and principal officers ^f ^te ; and that W tptjayeii it. 
as being the king's brother and commander in chief of 
the forces both by sea and land. Raa Kook's'fflenJ- 
ship waB tiierefore cnltivated with ail imaginable assi- 
duity, and he, in return, shewed himself attached to 
them by a most atteii^ve politeness: he imitateid 
them in all their actions, and on every occasion shewed 
tiiem how high an opinion he had formed of them. 
The Malay x»n hb first arrival had requested to be io^- 
dul^d witii a jacket and trowsers, which were readily 
granted, imd an nniform coat with trowsers were at 
the same time gifen to Raa Kook, who put them on« 
but was soon wearied of them, as he found them cum- 
bersome. He examined into the most minute actions, 
and was at no little pains to learn from the cook the 
method of blowing up the fire with a bellows. 

in the morning of the fourteenth, 'two canoes arri- 
ved, in which were Arra Kook^r, the king's other bro- 
ther, and one of the king's sons. They informed Cap- 
tain Wilson that his brother was on his way back ; but 
that the canoe in which he was could not make so 
much speed against the wind as tlieirs, which occasioa- 
the delay 1 The .king, by their means, ofiiered them a 
hearty welcome to his territories, and assured them of 
his friendship and protection; he also dashed them to' 
build a vessel in any part of the bland they inclined, 
and that' he and his subjects would willingly afford 
them -every assistance in tiieir power. Raa Kook then 
took his nephew and introduced him particularly t> 
tlie captain and his officers, and conducted him roun J 
the cove, explained every thing agreeable to the infor- 
mation he himself had just received, and seemel 
mightily pleased with his fiend's astonishment. Thii 
young man yv9s very well matdfi, but had a slit in hii 
nose, probably the consequence of a wound in battie, 
or a serophaloos taint wluch w£^ common ^mong the 
natives. 

In the forenoon two boats were dispatched to the 
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tvreck; Th^ found a nuiub^ of the vsAmi, ifr A«mt 
twenty canoes, busied in examining the ^^ess^l; these 
Raa kook toon dispatched ; and on this, as well aa an 
avery occasion, did every thing in his power to convince 
the English of his protection and friei^dship. 

Meantime the people were highly entertained with 
Anra Koolter, ;Who proved to he a most facetious cii* 
tertaining man } possessing uncommon talents for mi- 
micry and humour. He described, by many diverting 
•igos» the terror of Matthias Wilaoi^ while at Peiew ; 
who it seems had been under very great apprehension*' 
But they were all revived with his appearance, and the 
account he gave them of his embassy, to the followicg 
.eftect: , 

" On tlie approach of the canoe in which I went t^ 
the isian(l where the Jking lives, a vast concourse of. the 
nalives ran out of their houses to see me come on shore. 
The lying's brother took me by the haild^ and led me 
,up to the town, where a mat was spread for me, on a 
,fquare pavement, and I was directed to sit down on it. 
In a- little time the king appeared, and being pointed 
out to me by his brother, I rose and made my obei- 
sance after the manner of eastern nations, by liitii^iuy 
hands to my head, and bendmg nw body forward; but 
he did not seem to pay an^y attention to*^ it. t then of* 
fered him the presents which my brother had sent fay 
vie, and he received them in a very gracious manner. 
His brother now talked a great deal to him, the {Hir- 
port of whicl), as I conceived, was to acquaint him 
with our disaster, and the number of u$; aftef which 
the king ate some of the sugar-candy, seemed to relish 
it, and distributed aljttle of it to several of his chiefs ; 
pmd then dhected all the things to be carried to his own 
h<^u8e. This being done> he ordered refreshments to 
be brought for me. 

^' A |;reat crowd of the natives had by this, time 
iurrounded me, who were curious and eager to ex&« 
mire my clothes and person. But as it began to h^ 
d«rk. the king, his brother^ m^*self, aid septal oihtH, 



TelfreM fth)?^-large house, where supper was brought 
ilty*coii8il6ixg of yarns boiied whole^ aud others boiled 
aad- beaten together, as we sometimes do potatoes. 
There were likewise some shell-fish ; but I could not 
determnie what they were. 

«* I spent the irext day hi walking about the islancL 
and observing its produce, which consisted chiefly o^ 
yions and cocoa-nuts ; the former they cultivate witl^ 
great care, in large planlsHions, which are all in swain-^ 
py watery ground, such as the rice fields in India^ 
The cocoa trees grow very near the houses, as do also, 
the beetle-nuts, which they cliew as tobacco." 

Matters proceeding in this favourable train, the cap-j 
tain, with great prudence, suggested the propriety o( 
having the liquor casks on board the wreck, lest either 
the natives or the mariners, by indulging to excess^ 
might be thrown off tlieir guard, and give occasion to 
misunderstandings. This advice was instantly com- 
plied witii, and nothing can give^ us a higher idea o|! 
the regular conduct of the crew, and the affection they 
bore their commander, than their readiness in giving 
up their favourite indulgence, which they did without 
amnmnur. 

In a short time after this, thcEn^Iish were informed 
that the king was coming; aud in less than an hour^ 
they saw a great number of canoes turning the pom^ 
which formed the harbour. But the king stopped as^ 
woo as lie got witliin the bay, and directed one squa^ 
dron of the canoes, which were all aimed, to retire to. 
the hack of the island.; tlmiking, probably, that so 
great a number of armed people would create, aa 
alarm among the strangers. 

He then sKivanced with the rest in great form, and 
with ipach parade, as far as the tide, which was then 
low would permit them; and it was signified to Cap' 
tain Wilson, by the king's brothers, that he should gg^ 
and meet him, 

' AccordlMy, two of his own people took him on 
their shouloers, and carried him thi ough the wattr 4o 

Vol. XI. L 
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the kingfs canoe, ' which he was requested tor tattt ; 
$nd he aod the king, whose name was Abba TkuUe, 
Embraced one anotiier. 

* The captain then related the nature of their misfep- 
tUne to Abba ThuHe, by means of the two Malays, audi 
repeated his request to be permitted to build a vessel 
to carry them home ; and the king again, in a very 
courteous manner, gave his permission for tbein to 
build it, either where they were, or at the island wliere 
he resided ; but recommended the latter; adding, that 
t&e island on which tliey landed was unhealthy, whicb 
^kzs the reason it wa^ not inhabited ; and tJiat lie ap- 
prehended they would be ill, when another wind bc^ran 
fb blow, Wliich he said would be in two moons. The 
captain informed him, that they had a person "with 
diem \vliose business it was to cure diseases ; and that 
'it would be very inconvenient to tlieni, if they removed 
fartlier from the wreck of their vessel, because they 
could not then procure from her such things as tliey 
might want, without much trouble and loss of time. 
To these reasons the king assented ; and making signs 
diat he wished to land, the captain was carried ou 
shore by liis people, and Abba Thulle, step|>iiig into 
the water, followed him. 

' On his landing, he looked about him with a good 
deal of apparent suspicion, which however, was soon 
removed. Raa Kook made up to him, and a sail 
being spread for him, agreeable to their practice* the 
chiefs of Ills company sat also down, forming a square ; 
and his other attendants, to the an^ount of abgot thice 
fanndred^ inclosed them in a circle, squatting down at 
the same time in such a' position, as that they could 
riie in. a twinkling* Captain Wilson offered hnn aqme 
. tea, which he did not seem to relish, and then made 
him a present of a piece of cloth,, as^d sonie ribbons* 
^hich pleased him very much. He was quite naked* 
as well as his brothers, and without any booe on his 
itrist^ Qx other ornament. He carried a hatchet of 
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iron on his sltbulder, which was so adtipted to it, that 
it gave hint no iitconTenience. 

Abba Tliulle, the king, was introduced by Captaia 
Wilson to the officers and all his men; and upon be- 
ing told that Mr. Benger was second in command, h<* 
named him the kickaray. rupack, supposing Captaiq 
Wilson to be tlie king of some country; but when h^ 
y^2LS made to understand that he belonged to a niight jr 
sovereign, and that he was only hisvcaptain, he readily 
got hold of the word captain, by which name he con* 
stantly saluted him ajfterwards, and Mr. Benger h^ 
called kickaray captain, as second in command. 

The king then enquired for Captain Wilson's b^dg^ 
of supremacy, which put him to a stand. Luckily 
Mr. Benger slipped his ring into his hand which beinaj 
produced, and the manner of wearing it shewn, pleased 
Abba Thulle not a little, as it cairied some affinity to 
their own mark of dignity. 

Raa Kook having, as before mentioned, examined 
every thing belonging to the English very minutely, 
took much pains in pointing them out to the king ; they 
went through the tents, in which every thing surprised 
them • nor did the difference between the Chinese and 
English escape their notice. Raa Kook, at the s^ni^ 
time,-gave his brother to understand, that there were 
many diflerent nations and classes of mankind on the 
earth; who were frequently at war with one another. 
as he often was with his neighbouring islanders. Abba 
TImlle appeared to despise the Chinese exceedingly be- 
cause they had no muskets. 

But nothing seemed to strike Abba TImlle witH 
more astonishment than the firearms, with which Raa 
Kook endeavoured to make him acquainted. , He ex- 
pressed much anxiety to see them used, which Cap^ 
tain Wilson ordered immediately to be done. He de-^ 
sired Mr. Benger to cause the sailors to go tlirough 
their exercise drawn up on the sea beach, being tlien 
low water, while he explained their motions to the 
king. The men went through various evolutions, with 
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great readiness, marching backwards and forwards, 

and concluded with three vollies, in different positions. 

The astcmishment and surprise of the natives, oa 
bearing the report of the muskets, is not easily con^ 
ceived ; indeed, their hooting and hallooing produured 
a noise little inferior to it. Captain Wilson judged it 
expedient to be guilty of a little pro&sion of their 
powder oh this occasion, in order to impress the minds 
of the natives with a more enlarged idea of the power 
of tlie English; a design which was fully answered by 
it. But still farther to shew them the effects of their 
firearms, JVTr. Benger' ordered one of , the live doves 
lA'hich tliey had to be let loose, "at which he hred, and 
immediately brought it down, with a leg and a iving 
broken. This surpassed every thing in their estuna- 
tion; indeed they now seemed to be lost in wonder 
and amazement. 

Raa Kook was, by this time, pretty well acquainted 
with such articles as . the English had about them, 
which he took great pains in pointing out to the king 
tiis_ brother: that which seemed principally to draw 
their notice, was a griud-stone, which they turned 
round with great satisfaction, observing the effect it 
had upon pieces of iron; they also examuied the tents, 
and the culinary utensils. But the dogs were the 
greatest fund of entertainment to them, with whose 
barking they were so much delighted that they k^t a 
^continual uproar with them, and it was. found nec^sary 
to confine them. The king examined the English as 
to their provisions, and was presented with a piece of 
ham and a live goose whiqh had been saved. 

Abba Thulie was vastly pleased with what he had ' 
seen, and proposed going away.* , This was, notified to 
bis attendants by a loud shriek from one of hjs officeis, 
v^hich gave not a little alarm to the English. It was 
instantaneously obeyed. They all rushed. to their ca- 
noes with great alacrity, and the king with the greater 
part of the natives took leave of them. . 

Raa Kook remained with the English all nighty as 
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did the king's son and a few of their attendants. Cap- 
tain Wilson ordered two tents to be pitched, one for 
the principal people, and the other for the common* 
ajty. He continued himself with Raa Kook and fak 
party, after the guard was jset, for some hours. ITie 
natives in the distant tent, anxious to pay all attention 
to their visitors, prepared t(^ sing a song, according to 
their country mode. 

■ Their method of tuning their voices for this purpose, 
was attended with sounds so very dissonant and harsh, 
that the English thought they were beginnuig their 
war-whoop, or giving a signal to the king, and tliose 
with huii, to attack them. Impressed with this idea^ 
every man seized his musket and ran to the tent where. 
Captain Wilson was, supposuig him to be in the most 
imminent danger. But they were soon agreeably un- 
deceivtid, and attended to the song, which was conduct- 
ed in the following manner. A chief gave out the line^ 
wliich a company next him took up and completed tlie 
vers^. The last line they repeated, and it was taken 
lip by tlie next party, who also sung a verse. They* 
continued tlieir song some time, and made signs for 
our people to repay them in kind, wliich was done by 
a lad, named Cobbledick, to their great satisfaction* 
Tlie manner of this laa*s singing was afterwards men- 
tk)ned to the kin{^ who, upon hearing him, was so 
much pleased, -that he never met with him afterwards 
without desiring him to sing, which of course y,^ 
complied with. 

We come now to mention a circumstance which pre- 
sents these natives of Pelew in a light that could not 
have been preconceived; a circumstance which disco- 
vers such nice f<^lings, as, on the one hand, displays 
human nature in a very plea^ng attire in this her na- 
tive dress; while, on the other^ it may put to the blash', 
enlightened nations aiid individuals. The Englisli had 
no other means for again revisiting their native homes, 
but by constructing a small schooner; and, for this 
purpose, bad only a few instruments sa\<id iroia tXie 
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ivreck. The^e they carefully concealed frinn the 
natives, ^ho bad shewn a particular attachment to iron, 
wad instruments made of th^t metal. Acci<lentally a 
chief had observed where they were, and requested a 
cutlass from Captain Wilson. The captain was loth 
to part with it, but fearing worse consequences in case 
he refused, thought it best to give it. As they went 
out of the tent, Raa Kook observed it with great dis- 
pleasure, took it from, him, and returned it tp Captain 
Wilson. 

In a few hours the Malay coming ashore, told the 
captain he had given great oflfence, by offering a cut- 
la^ to an inferior officer, and neglecting the king and 
his brothers. In order to make up matters. Captain 
Wilson thought it biest to present each of the king*s bro- 
thers with some cloth and ribbons, which were very 
coolly received — they seemed to be unhappy. In the 
afternoon the king came ronnd from the back part of 
the island, where he had spent the night, and Captain 
- Wilson went out in the jolly-boat, with Tom Rose, to 
meet hun. Now Abba ThuUe, who had been so hap- 
py and pleased the day before, appeared with a gloomy 
reserve, and the poor Englishmen trembled in anticipat- 
ing the dreadful effects of the displeasure which they 
thought he was meditating. But the real cause of the 
' nneasihess, which evidently depressed them all, was 
nothing more tlian a struggle in their own breasts, how 
they should ask a favour from ^traqgers almost wholly 
in their power, without having the appearance of a 
command. This niarks a delicacy of mind which 
ranks the natives of Pelew high in refinement. 

It appeared, a neighbouring nation had injured 
them, and as they meant to attack them in battle in a 
few days, they very justly foresaw tlie advantages which 
would arise from the presence of a few of the EngKsh 
lailors with firearms. At length, with much evident 
confusion, Abba Thulle hinted *it to Captain Wilson, 
who inmiediately assrred him he might at any time 
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toxnraand his men*, who w ere entirely at hi? service. 
No sooner was this answer notified by the interpreter, 
tlian every countenance brightened up, and^ cordiality , 
and happiness were restored. The king immediately 
clubbed the captain a brother mpack, entreated him ta . 
seod some of ids people to the part of the island where , 
be lived, to carry lii|^ whatever provisions they needed^ , 
and concluded with assuring him that the natives were . 
entirely at his service, to assist in constructing their 
vessel, or any thing else in their power. 

He unm^iately retired to the opposite side of tlie 
island, promising to return next morning for the men^ 
Nor was the happy settlement of this affair less agree- 
able to the English than the natives. The fear of hav- 
ing incurred the displeasure of those whose favour- 
was so necessary, had distressed them not a little ; and . 
each strove to shew his zeal by wishing to be selected 
for the expedition proposed. At last, five young men ^ 
were chosen and properly equipped. They were head* 
cd by Mr. Cummin, the third mate. 

Meanwhile every preparation was made to build a 
schooner, in which they might return to China; and , 
the alacrity every person shewed to lend his assistance 
m this important business, was an earnest of their fu- 
ture success. Many necessaries were recovered from . 
the wreck, and trees were felled to supply the rest. 

On the 25tb, the five English warriors returned in 
safety, after acquitting themselves to the satisfaction of v 
the king, and putting his enemies to flight by the effect , 
and terror of their fitearms. For this service, the Is- . 
land of Oroolong, where they tlien resided, was given. . 
to the English by Abba ThuUe. 

On the 31st of August, Captain Wilson paid a visit 
to Pelew. Mr, Devis, Mr. Sharp, and Harry Wilson;^. . 

* Nothing but the peculiarity of Captain Wilson's situa- 
tion could justify him in joining in hostilities agninst a peo- 
ple who had done him no wrong; but circumstances inflo- 
enoe the b«»t of us. 
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accompanied the captain on this visit. The. English 
went in their jolly-boat» attended by Raa Kook and 
Qjdier natives in a canoe. 

About one o'clock they reached Pekw, jSred six 
niaskets, and fixed their colours in the ground at the 
end of tlie causeway where they landed. R^a Kook 
conducted them to a house, where they waited the ar» 
rfral of Abba ThuUe. Meantime the natives thronged 
into the house to have a view of the Englisli, bringing 
along with them various refreshments and sweat-meats. 
In a little time it was notified that the king was at hand, 
wiicn, notwithstanding the multitude then present, tlie 
gfeatest silence prevailed. On his arrival. Captain 
Wilson embraced hhn as at first iiieethig, and pre^ 
scnted hiin with a few trinkets, which were very agree- 
ably received; 

Abba Thullc now proposed to conduct them to the 
tOM^, which is about a quarter of a mile from the 
landing-place where they vrere. The English, in order 
tb assume some little formality, carried tlieir colours 
before them. They passed through a wood, and then 
c^ne to a fine pavement or causeway. There were 
large broad stones laid in the middle for the ease of 
walkmg, and lesser ones on the sides. This led them 
td tlie town, whei"e they were conducted to a large 
square pavement, surrounded by houses. In the centre 
stood a larger house than the rest, which was allotted 
to the English for their accommodation. In it there 
was a number of women of a superior rank, being 
wives to the rupacks, or principal ofllcers of state, who 
received them very politely, and presented them with 
c(>coa-nuts and sweet driric, of which all partook. 

In a little the king, after a suitable apology to Cap- 
tain Wiis6n, retired to bathe, and a message wussent 
from the queen, expressing a wish to be ikvoured with 
the company of the English at her house. Thither 
they all repaired, and were seated m a little square 
before the house. It appeared tliat this lady was the 
principal wile of Abba Thulle, and great attention was 
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paid to ber by all. The king resided almost cMistantly 
at her house. She appeared at the window, and, by 
means of Raa Kook, examined into tlie various pecur 
liahties in the appearance of the English which struck 
her. She s«it Ihem a broiled pigeon, which is the 
greatest rarity the island produces, and is held in the 
highest estimation. It is unlawful for any but rupack? 
aiKi their wives to taste them. 

After satisfying her curiosity, they were conducted 
by the general to his house, where they met with a most 
gracious reception, and had an opportunity of observ- 
ing the benevolent heart of this worthy man in domes* 
tic life. In his house they were treated with the great-* 
est kindness, and with the most expressive tokens of 
real welcome: but what particularly warmed their 
hearts on this occasion, was the endearin'i behaviour of 
Raa Kook to his wife and children. These Is^i Im 
fondled on his knees, ami caressed' witn all t,he genuuie 
marks of parental affection. The night being now 
pretty far advanced, they retired lo their house, wher^ 
their friend the general spared no pams to render their 
accommodation comfortable. He procured plenty of 
nrnts for them to sleep on, kindled fires to defend themf 
from the mosquitoes and clamps, and ordered some of 
his own men to sleep at the otlier end, to protect them 
from any of the natives who might be led, to, disturb 
them from motives of curiosity. Next morning they 
were attended, as usual, by Raa Kook, and after walkn 
ing about for some time, were ordered to attend the 
i^ to breakfast in the queens house, where they had 
been the day before. 

They were received with a peculiar etiquette, which 
was never afterwards practised. The house was all uk 
one apartment ; at the one end of whicl^ hung a screen 
of mats, which, when drawn up, dbcovered tlie king 
and queen seated. They breakfasted on yams and fish 
very agreeably. After breakfast, Mr. Sharp, the sur- 
geon, accompanied by Mr. Devis, set out to visit a child, 
of Arra Kook's which was eick. His house was about 
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tiiree mHes distant. ' This gaVe them sin q>porfttnify 
of examining the country, which they had not before 
done. This visit was very acceptable, and the rupack 
thought he could not sufficiently repay them. Mr. 
Sharp examined the child's body, which was almost 
eoTejped with,ulcers, bat could not prescribe any tilings 
having no medicines. He approved of the mode of 
cure Uiey had adopted, which was chiefly fomentation; 
Arra Kook then loaded several servants with provisions^ 
Src, in baskets, to be sent to the boats, and assured 
tiiem, when they left tlie island they should have his 
whole roost of tame pigeolis. This, by the way, was 
the greatest compliment he could offer them, in his 
estimation ; and sufficiently shews the uncommon grati- 
tude with which his bosom wa^ warmed; — Indeed, the 
leaders will, on many occasions, have anticipated the 
fetnark, tliat tlie finer feelings and yirtues which adorn 
humanity, shone in these natives in no common degree. 
They returned to Captain Wilson, at Pelew, the same 
Evening. 

The request which had been previously hinted by 
thie king, was now formally made to Captain W^n, 
l^y desire of a council of rupacks, that he would allow 
^m ten men to accompany them to a second engage^ 
ment at Artingall ; which was most readily complied 
With. Captain Wilson mentioned at the same time, 
that it would be obliging were the men detained as 
short time as possible, not to hinder the progress of 
their schooner. To this Abba Thulle most engage^ 
iflgly replied, " Tliat it was not his wish to detain 
them longer than was absolutely necessary, but after • 
doing him so much service; he behoved to keep them a 
day or two to rejoice with him." The council had 
met in the foreno^ on this business. Every rnpack, or 
chief, was seated on a stone, that for the kuig being 
higher than the rest, and disputed from side to side as 
it hai>peiied, without any regular order of speakers. It 
•ppcared that every tiling was decided by a majority^ 



sotliattb^iF gpf^pcjamffDl bears, no squilL-aflSiiity to ouir 
own* 

The renuMDcier of the time the i^glish spent at 
Pelew was very agreeably employed. One day, wheo 
in company with a great nun^ber of the natives, Mr« 
Devis, wiio was an excellent draughtsman, took ou| 
bis peaciiy and was busily enaplayed in taking the like- 
ness of a woman who drew his attention. The lady 
observing him, and ignorant of his intention, retired in 
great confusion. A cliief beside him, noticing tha 
drawing, was greatly pleased, and shewed it to the 
king, who immediately ordered two women to coma^ 
forward and stand in a proper position for Mr. Devis 
to take their likeness. Mr. Devis soon finished hi» 
sketchy and pres^ted them to the king, who waf 
liighly entertained, and callmg the women, shewed 
ti^m their portraits, with which they were mucb 
pleased. Abba Thulte desired Mr. Devis to giye hiuk 
bis pencil and paper, on which he scratched a few 
figures, very rudely, but sufficiently to shew his concept 
tioB of what, had been done.. So that while he thus 
di^layedhis own inferiority to the artist, be, at.th<^ 
same time* gave evident proofs of the seqse he had of 
it, and his wishes to possess this qualification which 
10 pleased hun. 

Captain Wilson and his coinpamons were carried to 
see tbw method of bnilding camoes, and observed soine 
canoes which were just returned from a skirmish, in 
winch they.had proved victorious. They had captured a 
canoe, wUch was considered as great a trophy as a 
firsl^rate man of war would be in Britsun^ On this. 
occamn the Ei^glish had an <^>portunity of observing 
their. method of celebn^g such exploits, or keeping a 
day of festivity. Thure was a great feast prepared 
for tUe warriors, previous to which they danced iu the 
foOowii^ mannej:: they oman^ented tbemsejives witb: 
pfa^K^n^ leaves, nicely pah-ed into stripes like our rib 
koQS, whkh, being of a yellowish cojottf, had a good 
effect on theur dark ^kins; then forming thems^lvea, 
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feto circle* one witiiin another, an eWcdy p^firson be- 
gan a song, or long sentence, and on his cconing to 
the end of it, all the dancers johied in concert, dancing 
along at the same fime; th^na new sentence was pro- 
noonced and danced to, which continued till cveiy one 
had sung, and his verse had been tlwiced to. 

Their manner of dancing does not consist «o mnch 
of capering and leapmg, or otlier feats of agility, i» a 
certain method of reclining their bodies, and yet fMr^ 
Serving their balance. During the dance, sweet drink 
^as handed about, and when it was jfinished an ekgant 
supper was brought in. 

Mr. Sharp carried Captam Wilson, one atteraoon, 
to see his favourite Arra Kook, who received them 
with great joy, alid entertained them very k^dty. They 
wfent through many plantations on their way, and 
were much surprised to find the country so highly cul- 
tivated. They observed at tree, named by the nativea 
fiVmall, which the English supposed to be a s])ecies of 
the bread-fruit. After enjoying plentifully this good 
man's bounty, they returned to Pelew, highly delighted 
with their agreeable excursion. In tiie course of such 
observations^ as they had an opportunity of making, 
they found the employment of the men general^ to be 
making darts, hewing trees, and building canoes ; while 
4e women looked after the yams, wrought the n^ats 
and baskets, nursed their children, and dressed the 

yictuals. . , i «. ^ , 

On Tlnirsday the 4th of September they left Pelew, 
loaded with presents, and amidst the loud acclamations 
of a vast number of the natives. Thay arrived safe 
at the cove about nine in the evening, and found all 
their companions well, and proceeding in their work 
ynth the utmost alacrity. The captain immediately 
informed them of the request the natives had made 
for ten men, and every one was again anxions to be 
of tlie party. At length they were det^mined upon, 
and ordered to be in readiness on a call fron Ite 
king. 



Soonirfker kb m^)esty pftad tbeia aootber imt ^at 
Oropiong, and after inftpecling the progre^ they made 
m Aehr yessd^ iivhich delighted him gteatly^ he re^ 
tttfoed with the desired reinforcemeut of .ten Eoglish- 



As the king had some days before sent information 
to Artingall of his proposed attack, which is cnstomar 
ry bere» and at the same time terms of peace, he now 
ordered a canoey with four men in it, to proceed to 
the iriand, and enquire whetl^er they were to submit 
<ff to fight. 

Themessengers soon returned, informing him that they 
refined the terms offered them. Immediately Abba 
ThoUe mrdered tha conch to be sounded, and waved 
h]8<hinam stick in the air, the signal for forming the 
Use of battle. 

JMeantime the enemy collected their canoes^ but 
kept dose by the shore, shewing an evident disincli* 
naticn to come to battle. 

Abba Tbulle had dressed himself in the scarlet coat 
which Captaih Wili^n had given him, and kept one 
of the Englishmen in his canoe. The other nine were 
dispersed throng the 'fleet in nine different canoes, 
armed with muskets, cutlasses, bayonets, and pistols. 

J%Miing the enemy would not advance, and their 
prestat skuation being very unfavourable for the at* 
tack, the king ordered a party of canoes to go round 
a neck of h^h land, and Ue there concealed. He 
then ordered the remaoMler to exchange a few darts in 
thdr present position, and retreat with apparent preci> 
pitancy; by these means he expected to draw the ene« 
my fmm tlieir shores, and the concealed squadron 
could then get betwixt them and the land, and thus 
hem &em in on all hands. 

II«diq[>fttched his <N:ders with great, readiness, by 
means of some very swift-sailing canoes, which cut 
the water with astonisiiing velocity. "His stratagem- 
took .efcct as he wished* The enemy rushed out to 
pursue the apparent fugitives, and the canoes comiog 
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vouod' tW. l%b iaod, smrouiKled diets M'^idi sMes. 
Tiiose who fl^, now turned about, «id^ by means of 
the fireann^ threw the enemy into terror and cmf^ 
idon. Ti^ noiBO of the muskets^ theic frkad^ dnop^ 
ping they knew not how, and the triumphant sbouC 
wliich the natives of Pekiv set op^ totally discomflect 
the]in» They retreated with pfecqoitstioii, ra«bed 
thi;ough the oaaoaa that were betwixt tii«ii> aad the 
blidi as there wera hut few of tfaem, and by tliat 
9»eaos ^11 escaped but six capoesi and mne natircs wiio 
were captured, 'fhe victory was, however, oonslderei 
as very complete. It is very seldom that any eanoes 
^re t»keu> and two or three pHsoiiers are geneiidfy 
'. ibe greatest iiumber. The dead bodies are careftiltj 
caiTied off the field of battle, lest they shouici Ml 
into tlie hands of the concjuerors to expose theni. It 
griev^ us to be obUged t^ say, tiiat^ the prisoners 
are constantly dkpatched* This is the only- trait of 
hihumanity tliat disgraces a people othenvise ndld aiid' 
g^tie. \ 

A little before this engagement, Mr. Sharp was i^ 
quested by Haa Kook to go aleng with him to F^w, 
tp inspect his sob's foot» whidi was very dangemot^ty 
hurt by a spear, whicli having sunk- deep into the 
flesh, was broke off ui atteii^>ing to pull it out ; and 
tlie barb of the spear, having got in amoag the anaall 
- bones,, they^ could not extract ft. Miaantme, hSa Ibet 
swelled amazin^y, to the great difilness of the yating 
man* One of tl«e nativeB^ reputed among thim as a 
man of skill, began to cut-away the desk. Bttt, after 
mangling his foot in a terribk manner, lie was ofol^^ed 
tp desist, as .the effusion of blood, beeame so grt^at timt 
hfi could not continue the qieratioB. They, ther^re* 
had recourse to their fomentation, of whieh Mr« Shiirp 
i^ucb approved, and desired it to bt oontinaed Ttitt' he 
saw him, wliieh heeould uotprojpofit at 'timrtune, Ifaffae 
o( tlio ablest nieu being sick« 

\lx* Sharp's accoitnt of his axcursioato 
tijfOR. after is.ait foUov^: 



bEHrifttely an bis laridii]^» lie went AirtciQj to his 
father^ft house, who mst him with visible distress m hii 
couateii^iice. 

, Mr. Sharp acquainted him that he was c<mie to se# 
bis ,8m, and iiad brought such instraments with him 
96 would enable hini» he iioped, to administer relieft 
tie smiled approbation, and conducted him to his houfie, 
ivhere Abba Tiiidie and several of the principal peoplcf 
were assembled. After paying bis respects to them^ 
Ur. Sl^arp w«$ informed, that dnring Kaa Knot's stay 
at Oroolottg, tiie swelling had subsided by m^sms of 
tibe iom^utaion, and they had forced the spear through 
bis ioot as the only method of extracting it. At thi^ 
time the whole of the army was setting out on a 
tiiii'd exp^ition, which the young man bearing, could 
not bear the tliougkts of being absent from. H<[ 
therefore insisted upon being carried to his cande, 
wb^e, though he coald not stand on his feet to fight^ 
be eouid raise himself so much u|> as to throw a spear* 
He, therefore^ went along, and very early in the en<^ 
gageinent leii a sacrifice to his magnanimity ; a speai^ 
cuiering through his throat, occasioned bis immediate 
<lea^. It is impossible to pass over in sil^ce the mi«^ 
l»l^ fate Qf tliis gallant youth. A.ipirit more'truly 
beroic, history has not left on recosd; nor need we h^ 
state to say. that there was more real valour di^layed 
in this action, which accident only has brought on re^ 
cord, that in many feats which have attracted tiie ad'^ 
nuration o£ ages. Success again crowned the nativelf 
qf Pelewy by the assistance of the English, thou^ th% 
caexay behaved with great resolution. 

Soon after, Raa Kook desired Mr r Sharp ^d the 
boatswain to accompany him to the walser sule, where 
two cano^ were waiting, into which they Went, accom- 
jMiiued by about twenty mpacks, whom they had not 
fermerly seen, as they belongied to imother island, 
though fripndiy to Abba Thulle. Mr. Sharp knew 
not whether they were going, but suii^ri^d himself to 
be «oii<ihicled by his friend. . Thtr^ landed upon an 
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Uand aboat four miles distant from Pelew. Tbsij weol 
a little way up into the island, to a small uninhabited 
village, where these were four or. five houses, surround^ 
^ by a neat pavement. 

After resting about an hour here, they set forward 
to, a town about half a mile distant, where a great 
Qiany people of both sexes were assembled, aiid an 
entertainment prepared. Immediately after this the 
women retired; and soon at^er their attention was 
drawn to the sound of distress and weeping at a little 
distance ; the voices appeared to be princmally those 
of women. Raa Kook immediately led Mr. Shaip 
from the company to the plaee whence the noise pro- 
oeeded. They found a great multitude of women at^ 
tending a dead corpse, which tras neatly wrapped in 
a mat, and supported by four men. They kept up a- 
constant lamentation, and were just about to lay it 
down, when tlie strangers joined them. The body 
|i^as immediately deposited in the grav§ without any 
ceremony, while the men Vho had borne it on their 
shoulders proceeded to cover it quickly with die dost 
The women theiji kneeled down, and their cries in-- 
creased so much, that they appeared as if they were 
anxious to tear up the very body again which had been 
just buried. 

A heavy shower of rain obliged Mr. Shaip to- leave 
tills interesting scene to seek abater, but he never- 
could learn the cause of Raa Kook*s behaviour on 
this occasion; as, notwitlistanding tlie uncommon re^- 
gard he had for his late son, whose body they Were 
convinced it was, be preserved the most profound si- 
lence' oi| the subject;, nor did he appear to be particu- 
larly interested. The most probable conjecture they 
could form was, that h^ considered it to be below that 
dignity of mind, which he on all occasions wisiied to 
support, to appear concerned on an occasion which ge- 
neralW produces those feelings that betray what they 
ccmsider as human weakness. 
. Tk^ «igUt proved v^ry stormy^ so Aey could not 



frtiini to Pelew, but spent thecvenkig with Aaii Kook. 
In Ae morning Raa Kook carri^ Mr. Sharp and th* 
boatswain to a little hot contiguous to the place where 
bk son had been buried. Here they found only an old 
woman, to \yboin the general spoke for some timfe. 
Slie then went out, but returned in a little, bringing 
with her two old cocoa-nuts, sorte red ochre, arid a' 
bundle of betel-nut with the leaves. He took the 
cocoa-nuts and crossed them with the ochre, placing 
them one on each side by him ; after which he repeat- 
eel something to himself, which they supposed to be a 
prayen He then crossed the betel-nut in the same man- 
ner, and sat musing over it a little, when he gave them 
t^ the woman, who carried them out, as Mr. Sharp 
apposed, to the grave : he wished to follow her, but aii 
Baa Kook appeared under great agitation, and not in-* 
dined to rise,* he did not leave him, nor enquire faiv 
<her. 

Mr. Sharp entertained his friends with tlie inspection 
of his watch and surgical instruments, with which they 
were greatly pleased, as well as with the description 
he gave them of the mode of performing various ope- 
rations. 

Hidr conntiymeii &ey had left at Pelew i?fere rot 
gftat distress about their absence. They had been 
^itaesses to the iuneral of another young man, who 
had been slain in the same. battle. A9 they were acci- 
dentally straggling through the fields^ about t^vo milcfts 
t^m Pelew, they observed a great number of the na- 
tives going towards a village, with Abba Thulle at 
their head. They came to a large pavement, where 
the king was seated, and a great crowd surrounded 
han. Tliose who bore the corpse moved slowly on 
heiore the kmg, who addressed them iti ai qpeech pro* 
bafoly recapitulating the qualifications of the deceased. - 

This eulpgiimfi he delivered with great solemnity ; 
and the respectful silence of all around him nAdJtd a 
degree of aflecting grandeur to the scene. The body 
^\aa ftea cained to the grave, attended by wmne»* 
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only, and thitlier Mr. Mattbias Wibon fbiloved. , Be 
observed an aged woman getting out of the new-inad^ 
grave, whom he supposed to l^ the mother or some 
near relation of the deceased, wh.o bad been examining 
if every thing was properly pr^Ngred to lier mind. 

The last odices they always commit to the women, 
as the men who are nearly interested, or relational, 
m^ht be led to discover some exterior marks of grief^ 
which they consider as derogatory to the dignity df 
manhood. Immediately on the body being laid in the 
grave, the women set np loud lamentations, as \s^ the 
case of Raa Klook's son, and Mr. Wilson left them. 

Tbdr graves are made in the same manner as in 
Europe, Some have a flat stone laid horizontally on 
the grave, to prevent any person from trampling upon 
it. They have also particular spots of ground set apart 
for the purpose of burying their dead. 

It exceeds our limits to relate ail the various turns 
which took place during the contests between the na- 
tives of Pelew and those of Artingall. Suffice it . to 
say, that Captain Wilson lent every aid to his friends, 
and obtained and deserved their esteem.' Soon after 
his return to Oroolong, lie found it necessary to use 
discipliHr. During his absence, the cook had misbe- 
hav^ exceedingly, appropriating a ^at part of the 
small portion of meat they were allowed, to himself 
and his assistant. 

As it was requisite, in their present situation, that 
the -strictest discipline should be exercised, Captain 
Wilson, by a court mai'tial, ordered him a cobbing. ' 

The native tenderness of Raa Kook's disposition, 
who was present, appeared eminently on this occasion.^ 
When he saw the man stripped to the waist, and his 
hands tied against a tree to keep tliem exteqded» be 
entxtated Captain Wilson to pardon liim: tliis, how- 
ever, could not be granted. 

The punishment of cobbing is inflicted by a thin 
flat piece ofwood^likor a battledore; whiclf Raa ho 
yjoiier saw exarc j^idd^ and the man beating it patieiitly. 
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ftan he was recencifed, standing by and encouraging 
lumaiithe time. ' 

A Chinese was also punished in the same manner, 
lior wounding one of his countrymen with a stone. But 
he set up such a hideous cry, that Ilfia Kook waa 
greatly entertained with hb cowardice, or rather de^ 
s^aed him for his want of fortitude. 

The schooner now was considerably advanced ; and 
every, eircumst^ice conspired to brighten their pro^ 
q)ects. On the 1 7th of October, Abba ThuUe arrived 
with the agreeable news, that the chief minister of Ar*^ 
tiogali bstd been at Peiew with ofters of pieace, whicb ' 
had been concluded up<»2, to the great joy of Raa* 
Kook and the other natives. Abba Thujle brought 
his jonngest daughter with him, named £rre Bess, of 
vhom he appeared to be exceedingly fond. He con- 
ducted her through all the cove, and explained the 
use of every thing with much attention. Besides her, 
he also brought with him on this visit, Ludee, one of 
his wives; a very beautiful woman, y<oung, and greatly 
superiof to any tliey had hitherto seen. Her genteel 
deportment fand graceful step drew the attention of 
oery behc^der. She had with her eight or ten females, 
who were all escorted by Raa Kook, and shewn the 
feige, vessel, guAs, tents, and other curiosities, with' 
whuJi th^ were greatly surprised. The king had- 
iitso brought some of his artiiicers with him, or tackle- . 
hys, as he called them, to observe the progress of the 
vessel, and the manner of working. He seemed pecu- 
liarly anxious that they should pay attention to the 
schooner, which all rasJcs agreed in considering as th« 
ncphisnitra of human mechanism. 

After tfa^r curiosity had beai fully satisfied, the 
captain prepared an entertainment for them in the 
teat, conaasting pruMripally of fish, and boiled rice 
sweetened with molasses, of which they appeared very 

fond. 

A goocldeal of conversation took place on tliis visit, 
between the king and Capt^un Wibon, on various sub- 
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jects. Abba ThuUe ackiumledged tbat the EogUsh 
maskets had now procured him peace with ahnost all 
his neighbottrs; he at the 9aiiie tiin^ requested, ^bat 
the capUun would leave ten mudkets with him when he 
left the island. This Captain Wilson told him would 
QQt be in his power> asi Britain was at present ei^aged 
in war with several .ditferent nations, with whose ves- 
sels the> might fall in on their. return homeward* and 
80 require defensive weapons; but he promised hiia 
five, which greatly pleased him. . . . 

. Abba Thttlle then enquired what quantity c^ pow^ 
der they had; but observing that Captain Wibonwaa 
not disposed to answer him readily, he very politxiy 
changed the subject. . 

The captain thai de^ed he would assure his Beigbi 
bdtuing islanders, that the E^ghsh, deeply sensibla jaf 
tbekmd usage they had received irom the inhabitants 
of Pelew,. were determined to return very soon, ku 9^ 
npuch larger ship, and with a greater number of men, 
aad fully avenge any insult that might be of&red to the 
Pelewites, either by the people .of Artingall^ or any 
other island. 

Agreeable to. a former promise of Captain W&on^s^ 
Abba Thnlle then informed him he had come at this 
time: to get the gvns from the wreck, which * should 
either be placed at Oroolong or Pelew, aa tfaie ^-^^lish 

e eased. Captain Wilson, having previously consulted 
s officers desired hun to take tiiem all to Fdew, 
exc^ one, whickthey mightperhaps need in the schoo- 
ner. Accoxdii^ly, next day, the king ordered some 
of ills people to go to the wreck in order to remosve 
them. Having no tackk; they found it a very diffi- 
cult job, and ivere forced to send for assistance from 
their firiends.; The Englishmen speedily lodged them 
in the canoes, to the surpnseof the natives, wh9 could 
not ^conceive it possible to handle d«se hearf pieces 
with such apparent ease. 

The king lodged at the baek of the island, carryag 
^kkhim tdl hia attendants^ that, the £t|gli$h- migbt be 
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IS Httlentemipted by them as possible. He had not 
been long there when he sent for Captain Wilson, to 
give him ten large fish, part of a quantity his people 
kad taken. Of these lie would only receive four, which 
woald fully serve ^1 his people for supper; and such 
k tte nature of the climate, that no fish tvill keep 
fircsh above five or six hours. Tlie king then ordered 
tlic remaining six to be drest for keeping, and sent to 
the core in the morning. Their method of cleaning 
and dressing them is as follows: the fish is first well 
deaned and washed, and all the scales taken off; tlien two 
sticks are placed lengthways of the fish, in order to 
keep it straight, in the same manner as sticks are placed 
across salmon in this -country wlyin kippering. It is 
IbcB bound round with broad plaiiitain leaves, and 
smoked over a slow fire. In tliis state it will be cat- 
able for at least two days, though not very pleasant to 
^esetinaccustomed'to such ii mode of preserving. 

In* the morning, the ears of the English were saluted 
witii die noise of singing in the woods, which proved to 
beRaaKook and his attendants coming across the coun« 
try, vith the six dried fish. This monung the king . 
wevl to the wreck, and returned to the -cove, and break- 
:fii8ted on tea with Captain Wilson, three Artingall peo- 
ple being also of tlie party. After breakfast, the stran^ 
gers were led through tlie woVks, and their surprise wa? 
noth^g inferior to atiy thing that bad been expressed. 
The guns particulai^y interested them, as tlie means by 
which so many of their countrymen died, in a manner 
lill then incomprehensible. 

In a few days they had a farther oj^ortunity of 
seeing the efifeets of the muskets, by Mr. Beriger*s kill- 
ing some pigeons while on wing : they ran to the car* 
cases, and examined them very attentively, and, upon ' 
noticing the wounds, observed it was with such holes as 
tbt^ tfceir countrymen died. On this occasion the Pe-^ 
lewites seemed to exult a little over thc^ir neighbours, 
on the ignorance which they shewed of the use of fire- 
wtms. The people of Artingall^ however, reUined noi 
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fMaimosity on this account^ bat seemed quite haf^wid 
at ease. Thus these ]>eople, though fieroe m battie, at 
soon as peace is concluded, wisely forget the past Hiqp« 
py would it be for more polished nations to imitata. 
them in this respect! ^ ,. 

The ive;3sel being now nearly ooiiipletedy p, $oih^ 
saltation was held to fix on the latest method o£ 
lauucliing her, which was agreed to be lay-ways. Tb^ 
had Helper pitch nor rosin to pay her with. Thu 
want, necessity, the mother of invention, taught tfaera. 
U> supply by burning coral stone into lim^; theasifttny- 
it thoroughly, they mixed it up with grease, and found 
it an excellent succedaneum. 

. SQUietnne before thi^ Madan Blanch^rd, <meof the 
ccwunon sailors, who had accompapied the natives ia. 
ttikeir difi'(H9eAt4expeditiims^ had expressed his desire to- 
spuie of his conuudes to be left behind. , At first it was 
supposed that he was not in earuest ; but whBi the cs^. 
tain was apprised of his f^ inclinaticm, h^endeafoured 
tp dissuade him frpm such an unaccountable«tep« Fiad* 
iog> howev^, that no arguments could make mxy inn 
prs«sion on his mipd, or ^ake his resolution^ he deter* 
mined to make a merit of necessity; and, therefaie, 
when Abba Thulie came down to Orooloog to attend 
the iauttchmg-of the schooner, he signified to hi» m^ 
j^y^ that as a return for the hospitality with whieh the 
English had been treated, they would leave one of their 
comrades with him as a perpetual residenter, who was 
fnUy quaUfied to manage tibe great guns and otiMr 
things that were to be presented to him at their dcpsat* 
t^e. The idea was by no means thrown away; the 
king was gimtified beyond measure. 

This night Blanchard spent with the king, and was 
HV^ entotaified. All the crew regretted much to part- 
with Bla^diaird.. His agreeable behaviour made fakn 
regretted by all his companicms, who lost no opporta- 
nity to ^>eak ih his behalf to the natives. This resol»« 
tion of his» however, was inexplicable ; as it is difficult 
to .coiyecttti^ what motives oguld urge htm taforsaiiie 



iHit class of inankind amoi^ wiiom he liad ]ntiiert6 
lived, and be ^pKrated f roni theni periiaps for c^er. 
AftAbkiThiille, RaaKook, and the natives in genend, 
considered his Femaining among them as a very gteat 
coffifdimeiity they were resolved to render him' happy ; 
and promised to make Inm a rupack, to give him two 
irives, togetlier with a house ^d plantations. 

Btanchard was about twenty years of age, of rather 
a grave turn, but possessing mudi native humour. 
^Ktat leaderedlus' resolution the more extraordinary 
was, its being known that he had formed no particular 
attachment on the island; but man often dif^lays sin^ 
gaiu fi«aks, and perhaps hid real' motives will ever be 
unknown. He certainly wa^ courageous ia an eminent 
degnBe,'and no quality is more valued among the na- 
tives. Unfortunately he could neither read nor write ; 
ebe, should succeedkig^iAvigators fall in with him, he 
night have been able to farnbh memoirs which would 
have interested every admirer of simple nature ; and" 
every heart of sensibility wHl have an anxious desire to 
know the fate of a man who made himself a volmitary 
itchise from the rest of the world . '^ 

We come' now to contemplate a scene peculiarly in* 
teresting. Next morning the English proceeded, be- 
fore day-break, to make ready for the launch ; it need 
scamdy be mentioned, that uncommon pains were 
taken to put etery thing in the most favourable train 
for getting tiie vesscd afloat. About seven, the king and 
attendants were desire^ to be present, and in a little 
tone the schooner was safely launched, to the general 
joy of every spectator, atid, by Abba ThulkTs deshre» 
was nafiied the Oroolong. Never was there a more 
affiselingly happy scene.^ — Eirery eye seemed to sparkle 
With a lustre borrowed for the occasion ; every coutf- 
temmce looked animating joy and heartfeh satbfiiction'; 
but few among theni could utter their feelings; look^ 
of congratulation circulated around, while every one 
ibock his neighbour s hand with the warmest fervour. 
Hvq^ei wives, parents, children, {riend»--4dl — dl seea^ 



ed as within grasp. — ^^But dej*cription is uiieqaal'to'tUi 
task. Let not, however, the behaviour of UieirJ?cl«w 
friends be forgotten. In their joy, nvhich waslalso. imi 
bounded, real philanthropy was to be seen, — They 
saw, by this occurrence, those friends whom they va- 
lued, about to leave th^ ; those friends by whom tfeey 
had been so jnuch benisfited, and from whom they baA 
learned 30 much. — But they saw them happy. — They 
knew their whole comfort depended upon the . success 
of this event, and therefore then: benevolent h^rts par- 
ticipated in tlie general joy. 

After a very happy breakfast indeed, they proceeded 
to carry evei^ thing /.board with all possible exp^ditkiB, 
and in the afternoon, the dood tide coming iq, the ^p 
was hauled into the bason, a deep place of four orfiw 
fathoms water; and, in the course of the day, they got 
on board all the provisions and stores, such <Hily. cx:* 
cepted as were to be given in presents to the king ; and 
in the morning took on board their anchors, cables and 
other necessaries, making bitts, and fitting a rail across 
the stern of the vessel. 

The weather and vyiad appearing favourable, the cap- 
tain informed Abba ThuUe that they purposed sailing 
the next day. This very much distressed hun; for 1^ 
had sent word to the neighbouring nipacks, that the day 
following that now mentioned by the captain, was the 
day the English meant to sail. In consequence of 
which they were to come to Orooloiig the next night; 
to furnish tliem with provbions, and bid them farewell. 
This information determined the captain still more to 
Set sail in the afternoon, as the number of canoes %o be 
expected would greatly incmnniode them. He there* 
fore apologi2ed in the best manner he could to the 
long, who appeared greatly disappointed. He 
then begged that the captain and officers would 
dine with him and his brothers on shore. . .With 
this they cheerfully complied, aijd after diuuer, 
tlie king signified his intention of investing the cat>tain 
yith ae order of th^ boN£^ and making him a rupack 
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otibe fifst rank. The captain expressed his aeknow* 
ledgments for tbe intendedr honour, when the bone was 
drawn over his left hand, with great solemnity^ by the 
chief minister and Raa Kook, on which the whole aa- 
sejubiy testified their joy. The king, then addressing 
tbe captain, told him " that the bone should be rubbed 
bright ev^ry day, and preserved as a testimony 4>f tht 
rank he held among them ; that this mark of dignity 
must, on every occasion, be valiantly defended, nor 
suffered to be torn from his arm but with the loss of 
life." . . 

Our readers may perhaps smile at this sunple badgt. 
of dignity; but, they should recollect, that the object 
and the end are every where the sam^; and that a star 
on the breast, or a bone on the arm^ in themselves are 
equally msignificant. All public honours hold out a 
prize to merit, and in this Ught only should they be re* 
garded. 

As a farther proof of Abba T^iulle's confidence, b# 
pro[)oaed intrustmg Captain Wilson with the care of his 
second son. Prince Lee Boo, whose affecting story will 
looa be recorded. The king's object in tliis was to im- 
prove the yQUng man in the knowledge whkh he saw 
the English possess in an eminent degree, and to render 
liim useful to Ins native country in futtire. Raa Kook 
also solicited permission to accompany them; but thit 
request was refused by the king, from very prudential 
motives oC policy. 

Arra Kooker, who from the first seemed to have 8e| 
his heart on tbe Newfoundland dog« so warmly impor- 
tuned the captain for his fa3^urite, that he could not! 
resist his solicitation. But the generaFs intention was. 
far otherwise employed. He v^s already building a 
ship in imagination ; and, to realize his design, wished- 
them to leave their launching ways, saying he would go 
to work on the same place. 

The king had laughed at the insignificance of Arra* 
Kodker's request of the dog; but the subject ef ship-- 
building caught his most serious attention. It was of 
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national importance^ and of course demanded the patro* 
.nage of a good prince. 

In the mid^t of their discourse, a battle on board the 
ship between two sailors called for the presence of the 
c^ain. The damage proved no greater tlian a bloody 
nose, which being settled, Mr. Wilson again retimi^a. 
When the circumstance was explained to the. king, he 
observed that there were^ no doubt, bad men in all 
countries. 

- Permissioa was asked, and obtained, to hoist aii En- 
glish pendant on a treepear the, cove ; with an inscription 
as foHows, on copper, to be placed on another tree ad- 
jaceait: 

THE HOKOURABJ.E 

ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY^S SHIP^ 

THE ANTELOPE, 

HENRY WILSON, COMMAN0ER, 

WAS LOST UPOIf THE REEFNpRTH OFTIJIS ISLAND, 

IN THE NIGHT 

BETWEEN THE 9TH AND lOTH OF AUGUST ; 

WHO HEBE BUILT A VESSEL, 

AND SAILED FROM HENCjfi 

THE 12TH OF NOVEMBER, If 85. 

Captain Wilson explained the purport of this inscrip- 
tion to Abba Thulle, who was greatly pleased with it; 
and, having ex[^tned it to his 4)eopie, he assured the 
English, that it should carefully .^tdud tliere in remem- 
brance of their visitors. 

The conversation this day was principally, coniined 
to the approachhig separation. " When you are gone," 
said the king, ** I much dread that the Artingalls will 
redouble their attempts against me: and/ deprived of 
your aid, I shall j^rofoably feel the effects of that animo- 
rily-they have always bad towards my people; and hav- 
ing no more tli.e.Englijsh Jo support ine, I shall not be 
a match for them, unlessjfou leave the few muskets yoa 
promised me. 

' Tlie eaptain was quite satisfied to comply with the 

1 
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reqiMst munecKately; but most of tiie c^cors^who still 
had apprehensions^ were unwilling to give up tbe arms 
till the last inomeut. That unlucky suspicion of being 
detained, which had so nugenerously taken possession of 
them, had been so rivetted m Uieir Ofiinds that it wai 
not easily dislodged. It is necessary, however, notia 
condemn our countrymen too hastily. They bad beeir 
accustomed to see roguery so generally and so scienti* 
iicallv practised, that c&strust and suspicion are naturally 
instilled among the first principles of education ; and it 
was iK)t easy for them to conceive, that the same speciesr 
should be so very diffeient, even at opposite quarters of^ 
the globe; but here tliey saw the open undisguised* 
actions of nature^ knowing no deceit, and dreading 
none. 

Abba ThuUe was too quick-sighted not to observe 
their distrust ; .and it is not easy to express the agitiH 
tion which laboured in his breast, on finding that doubts 
were harboured of his sincerity. ** Why/' said he, 
"should you distrust me? I never refused you my 
conddence. If my mtentions had been hostile, you 
would have known it long ago, being entirely in my 
power. But, on the contrary, yon have had my utmost 
assistance ; . and yet, at the very last, you suspect me of 
bad designs r 

The earnestness of his manner spoke bis feeling** 
more than his "words ; nor need it be doubted, that a 
little recollection brought the blush into the counte- 
nances of those whohi he addressed. The man who 
liad uniformly behaved witli such disinterested, uasus^ 
pectiug benevolence — the man who freely committed 
liis own son to their care, to be doubted within a tew^ 
hours of their parting, was a stab which the sensibility 
of Abba Thulle could not support. The severity and 
truth of his reproach, and the i«)ble dignity with which 
he supported himself^ brought the dating thought, 
which some had entertained, of butchering him and his 
brodiers, ,to view> and gave a most cs^tivating picture - 
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•f the mSd, yet fbreible tiiumph of rirtiie. They 
Aniiid thmHsdves guilty, and saw evidently, that Tirtue 
will flourish in whatever $(hI she is inmlaQted. With- 
out farther he»tation, they sent on hoard for all the 
arms that could be »dued ; and on the boat's return, 
presented him with five nuskets, five cutlasses, more 
dian half a barrel of gunpowder, and flint and ball in 
proportion. Once more harmony was restored, and the 
generous Abba Thulle forgot, or seemed to forget, tlieir 
iumcioHS. 

The king's second son, Lee Boo, arrived in the eve|i< 
ing from Pdew, under the care of his elder brother. 
Abba Thutte presented him to the captain, and then to 
the officers. He advanced in so easy and polite a man^ 
ner, having much good humour ana forcible expression 
in hig aspect, that every one was prepossesi$ed in iiia 
fisivour. As it was now growing dark, tiie oflUcers went 
on board, leaving the captain behind, at the king's re- 
<jpie8t. Next day Mr. Wilson informed them, that nei* 
l^er he, the king, nor the rupacks, enjoyed much rest ; 
the affectionate father employing tlie moments in giv- 
ing advice to his son, and in recommending hun to the 
care of the captain; not, however, from the smallest 
fear that he would be ill-treated: " I would wish you," 
said hC) '^ to shew my son every thing that is useful, 
and make liim an Englishman. The fine things he will 
see may probably induce him to slip away from you in 
search of less confined gratification ; but I beg that 
you will contrive to calm and subdue the rashness and 
impetuosity of his youth. I well know, from the different 
countries he mtlst pass through, that he will be liable 
to dangers, aftad even to diseases that we never heard of, 
wliich may kill him ; but I also know that death is the 
common lot ; and whether he dies with you^^ or at Pe^ 
lew, is of no moment. I know you are si man of hui 
manity ; and am/ therefbre, confident, that if my son 
l>e sick, you will look on hhn Mith kindness. But 
should tl^ .ha{^)eni which your utmost care cannot 
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prevent, let it not deter you or your brother, or any 
of your couutrypien from returning, for 1 shall rejoice 
at die sight." 

The <^apiiiiii assured the king, that he might rest sa* 
tisfied of the care and afiection Y/ith vvhich his son 
nould be tjjeated. — Before Mr. Wilson came on board, 
be admcmished Blancfaard, (the maa who had resolved 
to renounce his Country) as to his conduct among the 
natives. He desired him to be watclifui of the arms 
and ammunitiou that would be left behind, that they 
might defend themselves from their enemies. He 
begged him not to go naked, like the natives, as it might 
lessen his importance with them as an Englishman, and 
countenance an evident indecency ; and uiat he might 
have no excuse from the want of clothes, all that could 
be spared was left him ; in order, that if he accepted 
the king's offer of wives, he might be enabled to dress 
them somewhat after his own , custom. The captain 
did not forget to enforce on him the absolute necessity 
of continuing liis religious dudes^ and to be particular 
in keeping Sunday. After this, he was requested to 
ask anj^ favour that might tend to liis future comfort; 
on which he begged to have One of the ship^s compasses, 
and the masts, sails, and oars, belonging to the phi-, 
nace, which also was intended to be left bdiind. 

Wednesday morning early, an English jack was. 
hobtied at tbe mast-bead of the Oroolong, and a swivel 
fired as a signal for sailing ; which being explained to 
the king, he ordered all the provisions on board, which 
he had brought for the voyage. A great nuniber of 
CHuoes surrounded the vessel; loaded with pi^esents, so 
that it was with difficulty th^ could avoid being over-, 
stocked. When just ready tor sea, a boat was sent oa 
shore for the captain, who then took Blaiehard and the 
men of die boat into a temporary hut that had been 
erected, and made them oflered thanksgiving to that 
Power, who bad supported their famting spirits through 
so many hazards and toils, and at last opened to thm 
t^ door of deliverance, H^ repeated his adf^ioe tQ^ 
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Blancb|brd» eamestiy begging him not to foiget hk rc^ 

{igioa. 

Whea Lee Boo came to the watering-place, there 
were sent with him three or four dozen of a very fine. 
Ihiit similar to tiie English apple. It is of a fine crinw 
aon, colour, and oblong^hape. This is a very rare fruit 
ftt Peletv, though there is plenty of them in the difte- 
fent South Sea Islands. One of them was given to 
every officer, and the remainder kept for Lee Boo. 

Abotrt ei^t o'clock the captain went on board, at- 
tended • by Abba Thulle, Lee Boo, the rupacks, and 
Blanchard. It being doubtful, as the vessel was hea- 
vily laden with provision, whether she would be able to 
get over tlie reef, it was resolved to land the two six 
pounders, and leave the jolly-boat behind, as they had 
nothing wherewith to repair her, and she was almost 
worn out. In her room Abba Thulle was at great 
pains to* procure them a proper canoe. 

Captain Wilson had recommended Mr. Sharp, the 
surgeon, to Lee Boo, as his scualic, or friaid, ami tli6 
young man stuck by him with the greatest attention, 
attending him to whatever part of tlie j^essel he moved, 
as his Mentor on all occasions. Blanchard now got in- 
to his pinnace, in order to take the vessel in tow, and 
parted from liis oM ship^mates with as much compo- 
sure as if they were to meet again after a short absence. 
He shook hands with them with the same indifference, 
as if tli^ were ta sail down the Thames on a coastmg 
^ voyage — a stHking contrast to what followed ! 

. The vessel now proceeded towards the reef, deeply 
l^en with Abba Thulle's bounty, to a degree of si^per- 
fluity, and surrounded by great numbers of the natives 
in tlieir canoes, who had every man brought his* present 
for their good friends the iSiglees — ^Wbat a luxurious 
sight to a feeling heart! — ^Therewasno room for them, 
yet every one exclabned,' " only this fi^om "me, only this, 
from me;" and, if refiised, they repeated ftieir requests 
with supplicating countenances and tears in their eyes. 
Indeed their geaerosilj: and affeetko were su urgent. 
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that a few trifles from the nearest of them were ac- 
cepted ; while the others, unable to bear the seemitig 
neglect, padiiled a heai, and put their IM^ presents 
into the pinnace. 

Several canoes went before the vessel, to point out 
the safest track ; and others were waiting at the reef, 
tosiiew them the. deepest water: from dXl these pre- 
cautions, which were directed by the king, the reef was * 
fortunately cleared without aiiy accident. 

Tht king now came along-sade, aftd gave Lee Boo his » 
blesabg, which the' youth received witli great respect , 
aud tenderness. He next embraced tlie captain, in 
much apparent distress, and then cordially shook hands 
with all the officers, crying-*" You are happy because 
you are going honv^, and I am happy because you are 
«o; but still very unhappy at your going away." Once [ 
more renewing his assuraiM^s of regard and good will, 
he lejft the vessel, and went into his canoe. Tlie na- 
tives wfap were to return with the king, looked up to , 
the vessel eagerly with the most expressive cpuiite^ 
nance, aud half dissolved in tears. This proof of deli-« . 
cate seottbility, and of proved affection, operated sq , 
stroogly on the feelings of all aboard, that it was with^ . 
mnch difficulty they summoned resolution enough to • 
give three cheers at their final departure. Raa Kook • 
remained, with a few of his attendants, to see them out . 
of danger beyond the reef; but was so highly dej^cte^ . 
that tlie ressel had gone a great way before ne thought , 
of summoning his canoes to return. As be had beep 
their first friend, the captain gavie hiifi a brace of pistols 
and a cartouchjyox with cartridges; and the moment 
of separation being now come, he appeared so 'much af- 
fected, that it was some time before he could speak- . 
Pointing to his heart, be said it <vas there he felt the . 
pain of bidding thenl adieu. He endeavoured to con- 
verse with Lee Boo, his nephew ; but beiog unable to 
yroceed, lie precipitately went into tiie boat, and giving 
thein tin expressive glance, as if his mind was convoked, 
iie iitbtaj^Uy droi>ped astern; and thus temuoated the 
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connection with the natives of Pelew, after a fcsidenc# 
ahiong them from Sunday the lOth of August, 1783, !♦ 
Wednesday the 12th of November following. 

It may iiot be unseasonable. While the amiable beha* 
. v|our of (hose two respectable characters, Abba Thulle 
and Raa Kook, is fresh in the recoUectimi of the repr 
der, to make a few general observations on their djfi«- 
rent characters. ... 

^ Never was a prince more, foiined to attract and re- 
tain the iQve and admiration of fiis subjects than Abba 
T^hulle : his appearance was majestic ; he conunanded with 
aothority; while lib affability and easy acces9 rendered 
him almost an object of adoration to all his' subjects, 
lift his councils, there wa^ as n^uch respect paid^ to 
bis naked unadorned person, as to an Europeaii ppten- 
tate, amidst all his trappings and pageantry, from t^e 
surrounding sycophants. Hk nice honour and quick 
feeling were very discernible op many occasions; never 
was there a reproof more delicate, and. yet more poig- 
n^t, than what he gave the English on occasioii of 
the late affair with tiie muskets., He was far from chic 
of those harmless nothings, wlip hurt nobody, because 
they have not a sense of injuries: while thew^^thand 
Sensibility of his heart won the love of all around bhn, 
bis dignity of n^anner, and propriety of conduct, taught 
them to approach him with respect. He possessed a 
contemplating mind, and few objects came within his 
observation, without being attentively considered. The 
prosperity of his subjects was the principal object with 
him. 1^ was this that led him to part with his son Lee 
Boo, whom he tenderly loved — for this he was at so 
much pains in examining every thing about the English 
that might be serviceable to his people — in fuie, his 
whole attention was engaged in forming and executmg 
plans for the good of the nation and individualsu In 
domestic life h6 shore remarkably, and took a partica* 
hhr charge of aft his own relations; the misbehaviour of 
bis nephew, in an ai air of son.e impoirtance, seeq^ed to 
gi^e him the greates; pain; while, 'a$ the hush^uui.a&d 
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pannti bis heart seemed awsike to every finer feeling 
which adorns humanity. 

Accident has only made him acquainted with a few 
(jf tlie rest of mankind ; and that ntcident he consi- 
dered as tlie happiest of Jiis lite : we may perhaps never 
hear of him again ; but, judging from what is already ' 
known, he may justly be considered as one of the best 
of men and of kings. 

His brother Raa Kook was a prince of so universally 
engaging demeanour, and whose every actioD expressed - 
semethingso truly valuable, that Englishmen or natives 
e([ual]y admired him. He was so much a friend to the 
English, that it may suspected their account of him it 
partial r therefore little shall here be said, and that lit«'. 
tie not exaggerated. 

His natural temper was cheerMand pleasant, though 
without that mhnickry and humour for which his bro- ' 
tlier Arra Kooker was remarkable; at the same time 
he was far frojot averse id a. good liearty laugh when a - 
proper occasion ofiiered. As commander-in-<:hief, he 
was beloved by them alt: he dispensed his orders 
calmly and smoothly, but would not tolerate neglect. ' 
No maa better understood the necessity of strict dis- ' 
ci))ljne; so that while he encouraged his inferiors to , 
use all becoming freedom with him, he kept them at ' 
that proper distance, which is^the true key to cheerful 
obedienoe. In principles oi honour, he was by no 
means inferior to his brother; and not only wished 
that the English should hold hkn in an hofiourable • 
pomt of view, but all the nation; thus it was, that he ^ 
could not bear the least idea of pilfering among them; 
al)d if any thing was missing, Raa Kook soon disco- 
vered and puiusbed the delinquent. One day, a Chief 
rupack sought a cutlass from Captain Wilson in his 
hedring; the frown instantly appeared, nor would he 
suffer it to be given him. He was exceedingly delicate ' 
in receiving favours himself; and though, from his par* ' 
ticular disposition in enquiring after causes and efi'ects, 
many things about the Engli^i were highly prized by 
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hiiii, he was particularly attentive, that oothing ahoidd 
betray any aesire for what he thought might not be 
proper to be given. 

His deportment in his family was remarkably plea- 
sant, even to a degree which m^y in this age of dissi- 
pation and stoicism might reckon siljy ; but let it be no- 
ticed, « that ^ough^tjie finer feelings shone in the natives 
of Pelew to a length many in Britain would call efte-^, 
minate— yet in. fatigiie, paifl, distress, and d.eath,,they 
appeared as heroes indeed. 

■ Before we proceed to meritioip |he future fortunes of 
our nav^^toais, the following bbseryktipns on the man- 
n^s and customs of tho;>e amiable people^ ipay not 
prove unacceptable. 

As the Antelope was not a vessel fitted out for dis-. 
covery, and fuiliished with scienti$c gentlemen quali- 
fied for makhig many philosophic observations, the na- 
turalist, or phiiosaph^r, must wait the issu6 of more 
particular discoveries and enquiries. Men distressed 
with tlie dread of perpetual exile, and whose attention 
V|as almost wholly occupied , about their deliverance^ 
w:ere not the persons for tracing nature accurately in hey 
various aypearaiices and effects.. 

. The Peiew Islands^ or, as some call them, the Palos 
Islands, are situated l^etween 1.30 and 136 deg. of east 
longitude from London, aiid between 5 and 9 ^^eg. 
north latitude. They are long but narrow, and of a 
moderate height, encircled on the north by a reef of co^ 
ral, of which no termination could be seen. 

They are. plentifully covijred with wood of vanous 
linds; such as the cabbage tree, .ebony„ and a species 
.of the manchineel, the^ap of which, when it touches 
the skin, occasions an immediate swelling and blistering. 
This tree they consider as unlucky. 

But then* thr^e most remarkable trees, Europeans are 
utter strajjgers to. One is a very handsome, tree, and 
upon boring a hole in it, a thick substance like cream 
distils from it. Another is very like a cherry tree jn its 
manner of blanching. It has a very t|iip coy^r^ )yhicl) 
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Is not pfopeVfy a bark, being as close in the texture as 
tbe inner wood, which is very hard. None of the Eng- 
lish tools could stand to work it. In colour it is very 
like, though still prettier than mahogany. The last is 
like an aJmond tree; the natives call it earambolla. 
Betel-nuts, yams, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit, are their 
staple articles of livelihood, about which they are pria- 
cipally concerned ; and a few oranges and lenKms, azKl 
thejtofboo apple, are their delicates. They have ii6 
grain. The islands are in general well cultivated, as 
the natives spare no pains. All their labour coni^sts 
in fishing and the cultivation of their grounds. Every 
man had his own piece of ground so long as he i&dined 
to dwell there; but' if he left it for another, it ret4irned 
to the king;, as chief proprietor, who bestowed it oa 
the next that applied for it. One thing was very dis- 
cernible, that every man had his own canoe, which km 
kept sacred. 

It has already been mentioned, that there are no 
qiradnipeds on the island, except rats^ Birds of dit 
ferent kinds were observed flying about, some of them 
very beautiful, but^the greater part of them are thos^ 
which«are known by the name of tropic birds. Whether 
from their peculiar kinds, or the echoing in the wood, 
is not easily determined, but the English were ready to 
tiiiuk their notes had a very peculiar melody. One, ia 
particular, was uncommonly sweet; but though the 
flie sound appeared quite at h^d, none of these song* 
siers could be seen. 

But Ave must not omit to mention, tliat tlie English 
taveprobably taught them a lesson whichmay be <tf great 
service to them. The islands abounded with common 
cocks and Kens, which th© natives* considered ae a very 
Meless aninial, and tiiereforetook no pains Ibout them, 
bat left them to wander wild through the Woods. At 
times they would have eaten their eggs, pr<>vided they 
were to their taste, that is, not fresh or' lately laid ; b it 
if contaming an imperfect chicken, they were delicious* 
They wejte now, however; tanght to cat the Qe^ ot 



£bwls, whiditbey soon fouynd to be arci^ pali^ablif 

food. . i . , 

Few-parts of the globe arc so well supplied with nsh 

of all kinds, particularly mullets, crabs, oysters, mus- 
des, &c. but the fish uiost esteemed among them is the 
shark, the greater part of Which they reckon delicious. 
Several kibds of shell fish they ^t q^te raw, in prete- 
icnce to dressed. They have few fresh-water fish, as 
there are no rivers on the islands, only a few pools and 
jinall springs They have no salt, and have little con- 
ception of sauce or seasoning to any thing they eat. 
Sometimes they boil both fisli and vegetables in sah 
water, but this was no improvement; but when they 
eat any thing raw, they squeeze aUttle orange or lemon 

juice upon it. _ ^ 

They rise early in the morning, and their first work 
fe to bath^. There are particular places a{^9inted 
for this ; and a man dares not approach tiie w^omen's 
bathing places, without previously giving a particnbr 
halloo, of which, if no notice is taken, he may proceed ; 
but if they halloo in return, he must immediately retire. 
They breakfest about eight, and proceed to public bu- 
siness or airy other employment till moon, when they 
dine ; they sup about sun-^t, jmd very sopri after retire 

to. rest. 

The reader wHl have observed freqiient mention is 
made of sweattneats in t^iis narrative, a more partku- 
lar account of which may be proper. They had various 
sorts. One was prepared by scraping the kbmeiof a 
eol»)a-ftut into a pulp, and then mixing it up with 
orange juice and sweet drink. Thb swee4 drmk is a 
composnion of the juice of sweet canes, which the isl^ 
pro luces plentifully. This mixture they generally 
simmered over a slow fire, which when warm tbey 
made up into liunps. It soon- turned so hard^that a 
knife could scarce cut sit. This the 'English calfcd 
choak-d(^, but the natives called it woolelL Anotlier 
sort is mJ^de up of the fruit of tjie tree just mentk^eci, 
yke the almcmd ;tree; and on one occasion Uieypreseatyd 



CapCwD YNkoia witb some liquid sweetmeats, which 
they prepare from a vo«t soiaewliat similar to our tur-^- 
nipii. 

The natives. are in general stout, well inade, nuA 
9ibkde^ IMbuiy of tkem speared to be uncommonly 
ftroBg. They are in general about the middle size; 
smd universally of one tinge as to colour, not wholly 
Usck* but of a very deep copper cok>ur. The men 
hare their left ear bored, and die women' both. . They 
woce a particular leaf, and at times an ornament of 
sbeB in the p^orated«ep. Their noses are also orna* 
Qie^tod, by a flower or sweet shrub, stuck through the 
cartilage between the nostrils. This custom is not pe* 
culiar to Pelew, but is found in many eastern nations, 
aod probably proceeds from their great desire for sweet 
aoeats; and though at first.it appeared rather disagree* 
able, frcHn want of use, it h certainly a more pleasant 
and becoming refreshment to the nose, than the use of 
tobacco, either in substance or in snu^ 

Theur teeth are dyed black; but the English could 
never- learn the ipethod by which it was done, nor fai^ 
ther, than that it was accomplished by means of some 
berbs when young, and the operation was very painful. 
The tatooing the body is also done, in youth, thougb 
not altogether in childhood. 

' The only appearance of any thing like dress among 
these natives is in the female sex» who in general wear 
a piece of mat, or the husks of cocoa-nuts dried, about 
nine or ten mches deep, round thdr waist. Some of 
thcK aprons are very neatly made, and ornamented 
with a khid of 'beads. Abba Thulie^s daughter, £rre 
Bos, gave Henry Wilson a present of a very neat one 
to cany to bis little sister. 

FfW> ihe most attentive observations and enquiries 

»the English could make, they were able to collect, that 

the Inhabitants of Pelew believed in one Supreme Being, 

and II future staile^of lewards and punishments, but had 

few leligioiis. rites or ceremonies. 

It was very ckar that they had some sb:oag £xed 
VouXL . Q . . . 
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ideas of ^ivisftten. Whea Lee Boo set aoit to Mm, he 
m9B^ for aeveial day% uDCONnnoiilgr sick;. and ke tfaea 
told Mr. Sharp, he vffiM sure bis father and frmids were 
fery soirry for hhn« for they knew what ke imderwent. 
He was also prepoesessed with, the mat aotioA when 
near his d&sohitbtt. 

That tiMy understood the spkit existed af^ deaths 
J>e Boo dedaiedt while ke was in Britain. For whea 
Captam Wibon informed hktt» that the kitention of 
gomg to churA was to reform men's lives, and ^bmt they 
might go to heaven; he replied, that, at Pelew, bad 
men stay on earth, and good men grow yesy b^mttfu^ 
and ascend mto the sky. 

One particular mode of divination was observed, and 
eonskiered to be peculiar to the kmg, as Bone but be 
Used it. They have a plant, not u^ke a bufarusb, by 
splitting tfie leaves of which, and i^pplymg th^n to the 
Intddle finger, he judged of the success of any occur- 
rence of moment Before the first expedilioB to Artifr 
gall, it was noticed that the answer was very favourable; 
but, when about to sail on the seccmd, the orade did 
liot app^far altogether so agreeable. Abba Thulle, 
therefoie, would not sufier them to aiter their Gano«j 
until he bad twisted hb leaves in sueh a mttmer as ht 
thought they appeared more fovourable. 

The general diaract^ of these natives of Pelew is 
no^ pretty well imprinted on the reader's mindi ^ ^^7 
few additional observations will suffice. Humamty is 
the prominent feature in the picture. The Bn^lisk were 
east upon theur territories, in a state the most heipleo 
that can well be concdhred; twenty^sevea men^ wkiiotti 
even common necessaries of life, entirely dep^dent oa 
their bounty ; fed, supported, assisted in their labours, 
and ev»y thing done for them that was in theJrfMwer. 
Let us otily for a moment consider the hourly bounty 
«yhich was poured in upon them, net of the useless 
protender» but^ «m the English ha|) many occasions to 
observe their best pr^ visk»s were giv^ to their stnm- 
^cfs» whSe many, perhaps, weres<ianty eaouj^ at home* 
Only recollect Um^ parting .scenes See the crawrdiDf 



^noei koifiag- out preseots^ not the dittnit eflhcU of 
confriaisaiioe, butthtwanaeiWoBsof phitai^ropy.-^ 
Could oiteatatWRy pride, or thft hope of letributioa 
iiiflttencK tlMmi I By no means. It ivas. Undness !• 
neo Ihey nefer expected to see again. 

Their native politeness vna eonstantly observable! 
posseisa^ a degree of curiosity beyond any of the 
South 8^ natives, they nevor, knowingly, intruded 
when it was inconvenient. In them it was evident thai 
|ood aottoflets are the nalural result of good sense. 

lie .attention paid by the men of Pelew to their 
wivts, is very uncommon in most parts of the worlds 
and gives a very amiable Mea of their domestic lives. ^ 

Their marriages seemed to consist in a serious, solemn 
catttract, lothout any fonnal cerenK>ny; but they are 
strictly ftithfol to one another, and the utmost decencjr 
of behaviottr is no^nuiy supported. A plurality of 
wivtt is allowed, though they generally confine them^ 
Klves to two, a rupack three, ^uod the king five^ Th^ 
ume the dnMren soon after they are bom, without any 
ceremony. One of Abba^ ThiUk's wive^ bore him a 
MA while the English were there^ which he named Cap# 
lam, in iMmour ol Captahi Wilson. Tl^y are lar froni 
Vcflig naturally lascivious, end tiie utmost decency is 
preserved among Ifaem. One of the English, endeat 
voiffiig to shew a ma^ed attention to a female, was 
KbafllMi in a manner that prcfveuted any ferther att 
tempts, 

lliey are, in general, an active, labork>us set pf peo« 
pit, possessing the greatest resolution in cases of dai^r, 

padenee mder mbibrtooes, and resignation fit tteit 
toth. 

Except a few rupacks, there was little S9bordioatioa 
of rank ; eonseiioently their employments were pretty 
nrach the same. Fenckig their {rfantations, plantmf 
tfa^yame, makbg hatchets, bmMaig hous^ aQd canoes^ 
nensottg and preparing ishing tackle, forming darta 
ind wi^like weapons, with <ku»sstic utensils, and bum') 
iag ohumm, m^ be said |o compiise thf whdde roi|tiii« 
•fteir avocations. 



14S WILSON'S VOTAGfi 

Those ifliD had a particular turn ^mechaiiioa] ope- 
J:atiQDs, 6r auy uucomiaon pieces of work, they call 
tacklebys ; it was to them the king ofihen gaTepartieolar 
orders to observe the buildiag of the adtoooer. ldle» 
ness was tolerated m none; the worneu were as- labor 
rious as the men^ and thekiDg and mpaeks were as 
much employed as any. Ab^ Tholle was the best 
maker of hatchets in the ishmd ; and generaify teboured 
at them when disengaged from, afiairs of state. They 
had no idea of unemployed time^ and therefoiie it is, 
that without the proper ^Is for finishing a fine piece 
of work, practice had taught them, even wilh their 
coarse implements, to execute what a British artist 
could not have conceived practicable. Their mats, 
baskets, and ornaments, are so curiously wrought, thstv 
when their shnf^e tools are considered, the Jnyuity is 
more to be admired than much superior productbos, 
executed under the advantages which £ur<^peaamecha« 
sics enjoy. . k 

. That equality of station which appeared evidcntiy 
among them, and ignorance of those 'luxuries whidi 
civiliption introduces,. proved no ioconsidertble solaces 
of their happiness. The one prevented tlmt ambition 
which is often so destructive to society, and. the odier 
those cares which affluence avi^akens. la -all the con- 
necdou which the English had with them, ro^besy. or 
rapine was never named among them.. JNFature, it is 
true, allowed them little, but that little they enjoyed 
with coiftent. Hdman nature here shone in^most ami- 
able colours. Men appeared as brethren. UnUbnued, 
and unenlightened, 4b^ grasped at' nothing more than 
competency and health. Linked together as in onexon^ 
mon eaase, they mutually supported each other. .Cour- 
teous, afilible, gentle, ahd homane, their little state was 
cemented in bonds of harmony. 

Abba Thuile, U^e kmg, was the chief person in the 
state, and all the homage of royalty was accordingiy 
paid to his person. He was supreme in the gieater 
part of the islands which came within the observation 
of the JEjiglish; but Artingall, Pelelew* Emung^- and 
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Einellegree* appeared to be iodepeudent; tliough^ froi^ 
anj thing that could be observed or h^ard, their form 
of government was similar. ^ ' 

The feneral mode of makiiif obeisance to the king^ 
was by putting their hands behind them and bowing 
towards the ground ; and this custom prevailed^ not only 
when passing liim in the streets and fields^ but when 
they passed the house in which they supposed him to 
be. His carriage and demeanour was stately and digr 
liifiedy and he supported his station very becomingly. 
He devoted the forenoon to public business, and de* 
tided every matter of state by a council of rupacks. 
They assembled in a square pavement in the open air; 
the king being placed in the centre^ on a stone of larger 
size than those of the rupacks. They seemed to deli- 
ver their minds with freedom, as matters occurred; and 
the assembly was dissolved by the king rising up. 

The afternoon was devoted to receiving petitions^ 
hearing requests, and deciding controversies. Thes^ 
it may easily be supposed^ seldom occurred ; for as their 
pri^rty was small and of little value, and as there were 
ao lawyers nor their emissaries to foment disputes, the 
proper barriers of right and wrong were easily defined* 
Wrangles and fighting seldom happened^ for even a dis* 
pute between children was checked by a severe frown^ 
and their impetuosity bridled. When any real injury 
was done by any. one to his neighbour, it ^vas a pleasing 
light to see how justice was admittistered. Their laws 
were the simple dictates of conscience, as to right and 
wrongs between man' and man. No artful eloquence, 
or enciting words of wisdom, were empfeyed to mask 
vice under the doak of virtue. None of these subter-^ 
foges could be eny>loyed, whereby iraud and oppression 
could be screened. Oaths were unknown, and the sun- 
pie dictates of truth directed the judge ; nor were^faere 
aoy punishments o£\ corporal kind. To ^ convicted 
of injunng a neighbour, wa8 to them u ore galling and 
disgraceful than any pilloi^ yet invented by British iit> 
genuity. 

Hessages wfrt trmvimitted to the king with great ce- 
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reiRony. The messenger never was admitted into the 
presence^ but delivered it to an inferior rupack, who 
reported the message 'to tlie king, and brought his an- 
swer. 

The general was next in authority to the ^ing, and 
acted for him m his absence. He summoned the ru- 
packs to attend when needed, and had the chief com- 
mand of all the forces; though jt was observed, that in 
actual engagement, when the king was present, he him- 
self took tlie lead. 

The general was to "succeed the king in case of his 
death; and on his demise, ArraXooker; when the so- 
vereignty would again revert to Abba Thulle's eldest 
son, then to Lee Boo, and so on. The king had al- 
ways an attendant, who, though not so high in of- 
fice as the general, was more constantly about his per- 
son. He was considered as the principal minister, aod 
a man of judgment. He never bore arms, nor went oh 
the warlike expeditions. It was remarked, that he had 
only one wife, and never invited any of the EnglisJi to 
his house. 

The rupacks were very numerous, and considered in 
the same light as the nobility are in Britain. They 
were of different orders. They all attended the king 
on command, every one bringing with him a certain 
number of dependants, with their canoes, spears, and 
darts. 

The reader will be apt to trace a 'similitude to the 
feudal system; but as the knowledge the Engh'sh ac- 
quired of these matters was very superficial, nothing 
very conclusive can be ascertained. These, and many 
other matters, must be left for time to develope. All 
that can be said fiirther at present is, that, whatever was 
their precise mode of government, it was wonderfully 
adapted for the people. 

All the islands appearedpopulous, but th^ number is 
not easily conjectured. Tiiere were four thousand ac- 
tive men in the expedition* against their enemies; , and 
It was evident many more were left at home, whose 
service was not required. 
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The method they took for building houses was very 
mgeDious. They raised them three feet from the ground, 
in order to prevent damp. This space they filled up 
with solid stone, and overlaid it with thick planks as a 
floor. The walls were built of wood, very closely inter- 
woven" with bamboos and palm leaves, so that no cold 
or wet could possibly come through. The roof was 
pointed in the same manner as village-houses are in thi^ 
country. ' Their windows came down on a ' level with 
the floor, answering also the purpose of doors ; and have 
a sort of -shutters, Avhich are occasionally used. Their 
fires are kindled in the centre of the room, for all the 
house is in 'one room, the fire place being sunk lower 
than the floor. 

Their canoes are admirable workmanship. They 
are n^ade of the trunks of large trees; in the same man- 
ner as those throughout the South Seas, but with sur- 
prbing neatness. They ornament them with shells, 
and patnt them red. They are of different sizes, but 
tbe largest will not carry more than thirty people. The 
natives row with great ability, insomuch that the canoes 
nmde on purpose for swift Sailing, seem scarcely to 
touch the water, moving with a velocity almost incon- 
ceivable. . . ' 

Their domestic implements are few in number, and 
very simple. They are the evident productions of ne- 
cessity, well calculated to answer tbe ends intended, 
without much ornament. 

Their knives are made of shells, which they sharpen 
to such an edge as fully answers ail common purposes. 
Tlieir drinking/ cups are made of cocoa-shells, which 
tbey polish with great art. 

Their articles for ornament were fat from being nu- 
ing numerous. The king had a very fine tureen, some- 
what in shape of a bird, and finely ornamented with 
various devices, very neatly cut out up'on it. This he 
made a present of fo Captain Wilson. It held about 
thirty-six English quarts. 

The tortoiseshell tliey brought into various little 
dishes, spoons, trays, and other vessels. The shell they 
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batve in itume isfauids is o^ a very beaatifiil kind, bat 
their nuumer of working k the Eoglish could never get 
tn opportimity of obsenrk^. 

The English were now onee more on the way to 
China; and» having wiped away the tear of a friendly 
brewell, proceeded on their voyage with the cheerfid 
Jiope of being restored to all they held dear. . 

The principal person that will fignre in the few re- 
jnainmg pages of this narrative, is Prince Lee Boo» t 
youth of the most promising qualities^ and in whose his- 
Uxy every reader must feel interested. , 

He had thrown himself freely into the protection of 
strangers, deserting his native country, his fi^ieods, his 
all ; trusting to the honour of a handful of men, con- 
eemii^ whose existence; he had, but a few weeks be 
fore, been utterly ignorant. 

Captain Wilson instructed him as to decency in bis 
appearance, and de»red he would dress as thev did. 
He did so ; but soon threw off the coat and jacaet, as 
insupportably cumbersome. He still, however, retained 
the trowsers, as decency required, and would never af* 
ter^vards part with them. As they began to advance 
into a colder dimate, he soon resumed the coat and 
jpucktt. 

His notions of delicacy, firom what had been told 
him, and irom what he observed among the English, 
gradually increased, so that he would not so much as 
4diange any part of his dress, unless when by himself. 
He washed himself several times a-day, and kept his 
clothes and every thing about his person very clean. 

Not far froln the Island of Formosa th^y fell in with 
several Chinese fishing vessels and small cntft, and soon 
after anchored near the high land caUed the As8*s 
£ars. Havmg engaged a pilot ^ to conduct them to 
Macao, they arrived there next day. 

^ The Portuguese Governor paid Captain "Wilson and 
his crew all manner of attrition,, and sent plen^ of 

Covisions, of all kinds to the men on board the ^ip; 
forming them at the sanyi« time^ that peace was now 
re-estabiished in Europe. 



Cnpbin yfjifioa^ Lee Boo» «i>4 tb^ ofioers, bad lod^ 
logs ^i^ioteid tl^au OA shore, except Mr. Benger^ wh^ 
took tiie conuBSUid on board. An express was imniQr 
djatdy f(}r\varded to tbe coi^paiiy's siipercairgoes al 
CaDton, informiog them of their arriyal an^ situation. . 

Mr. M'Iatyre,.an old acquaiu^nce of Captain )^il* 
aou'sy paidthi^ uncommon attention, and insisted 00 
their lodging in his bquse. H^ had a PortMguese gen» 
iieoian i^ contpany with him^ vi]ap invited them to his 

house* in 4he way to.Mr..M'lntyr^'s,P^ui<^ip^ly on.Lm 
Boo's account, with whom he was greatly tsd&en, and 
wished to .'introduce . him into his family. liis hou89 
was therefore the first into which I^e Boo entered, and 
his surpri^ on this occs^sioQ caniiot be. easily imagined* 
The rooms, the furniture, and ornaments, all severall j 
crowded so many qew objects on his miiid at once,, thai 
he was perfectly lost ip amazement. It was remarkjibley 
however, that, amidst all his confusion, his behaviour 
was to the greatest degree easy and polite ; ^d 9s he 
observed that he excited the sai^e curiosity in o^herg 
that they did in him, he very politely permitted them to 
examiue his hands,, described the tatooing, and ap* 
peared pleased with the attention paid him. 

Oa their way to Mr. M'Intyre's, Lc^ Boo displayed^ 
his native benevolence very remarkably. Observing 
the poor Tartar women, with their children tied to their 
backs, beggings he distributed among them all the 
oranges and other things he had about him. . . 

When they rei^ched Mr. M^Intyre's it was late, sq thai 
the table was covered for supper, and the rooiA elo< 
gantly iilumioated. A new scene here burst upon him 
—the whole seemed to him a scene of magic. It is im- 
possible to particulai'ize every thing, with which hewa$ 
remarkably fascinated. A large mirror at the upper 
end of tlie r^oin rivetted his attention for a while. 
He saw his complete person^ and supposed it to be 
somebody behind, very bke himself. He lopked, 
laughed, j^d looked ^fin, not knowuig what to tthink* 
ludeed tlie mirror had a surprismg eil'ec t on nior e than 
Ue Boo* The Englishmen had seen every one his 



wlgkboiif '« Am^ ikiriii^ aUtlmr distreM^ but imMMj 
kad seen k» own. Tke kettonr^eyed^ ioa^viHiged 
tppau-ance they now mftde^ to wbat they forme^ 
ly recollected, caal ntlwr a mdaMiioiy^ inqmsdoii 
upon their atinds.. 

Next day Lee Boo fpcnt mortly ia exnmiiiiBg Mr. 
M'lntyie's hou3e^ ki which he found abundaiice of new 
objects to 4ttrpri«e hioii The other gentiemen m the 
IB^ time went about purchasiog such little cotomo- 
ditiet as thq^ stood la need of, and every one brought 
in soane Uttk trinket with him for Lee Boo. Atneng 
the rest was astrin^of krge glass bends, which almost dk- 
traeted the poor piiace with surprise and joy. He coih 
cetved himsaf possessed of greater treasures than aH ttit 
Peltw Islands could al^id: he ran t» Captain Wilson, 
taiaptured with h» property, and begged that a small 
Chiiiese vessel might be hired to tran^rt them to Pe» 
lew» and desired his fhther might be informed the En* 
i^eeshad carried him to a fine country, from whence he 
would soon send hfan some other presents; at ^ same 
adding, that if the persons Captun W^son should em* 

e>y faithAilly ami expeditkmdy executed thehr trust, 
would reward them with two glass beads^ Happy stats 
of innoeenoe, where the utmost ambition tsm be so to> 
lily ntisfiedl But this pleasing delusfon can only ex« 
bt with an ignorance of luxury » 
^ While at Macao, Lee Boo had frequoit opportuai* 
ties of seeing peo|4e of drSerent nations, but soon gave 
ii decided preferencjs to the English, espechHy the la- 
dies. It has been already mentioned that there are no 
quadrupeds at the Pelew Islands, and that the ^ew* 
fonndland dog left there was the first of tihe q»ecies they 
had seen, "jniey called him Sailor, which name Lea 
Boo now applied to trerj quadruped he saw. Horssi 
wore hisgieat lEm>urites» he called them dow sailor, or 
great saibr. He would often go to the stable and 
rtroke their oaaae and neck, and soonventured to mount 
them. He «itres^ Captain Wilson to send a hoise to 
his undo Raa Kook* 
In a few days Captahi Wilson ttemti letters fxm 
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money he needed) lUMlofdenng ^ loen to he supplied . 
wi()i every neGeasftry in abiuidaDee. The hiodiieat 
ibewa thm eatlua ocension by aU iwiki^ at Macao and 
Caotoo, all the officers and men apeak of m the waita* 
e^ttemw. Cqitain Wilaoaandhv conapanyembarkecl 
iot Whampoa in tho Walpole, Ci^tain Chttrdnll, leav« 
log Mr. fienger to take (Hare of the Or ookmg> and dis-^ 
pose of her. ' 

la a few days they airived at Canlon, Imfmg bees 
coterUioed all the way by Lee Boo, whose adi^ratioii 
at every new object, and s^vable reaiarfcs at flie same 
tiin^ astonished all who had an opportmuly of ecMifers* 
w% with hini* He was greatly sorpoised at the varioua 
di^ of meat which he saw successivdy set before 
tlKB^ aUeging, thathii father, thottghakh^^Hiift happy 
to serve iiSiaself with a £ew yams, and cocoa-nuts ; wfaikr 
bere the gentlemen had a great many dilfi»ent <kmities» 
aod servants attending them while tiiey were eating. 
Disserving a sailor drunk, he said he would not drink 
spirita, as they were not fit for a gentlenHUL 

Aa instance of Lee Boo'a stroiw attachment, to tbosif 
k ksumi, may be here mentioned, wbicb vriU seive to- 
point out this strikhig feature, not inhkrcharaetaroniy, 
but in all the natives of Pelew, One day, virhile sttting' 
at a window which looked towards the sea, be observed^ 
a boat finding towards shore, in wfaick were Mr. Ben* 
gtr and Mr. M^Inlyre. His joy was so great, that he did' 
aot take tjoae to tell Captain Wilsoa or any other in tii» 
room the cause of his emotion, but springmg from hie 
ttat,lflew to the shoi^ in a twarirUag. hmnMkrtely on 
tbeir bindkig, he shook hands widi ibem so beattliy^ 
and with stt^ expressions ef aSectioB, as sensiMy af« 
ftited them. They had diqioaed of the sehoeear fyfi 
levse bmidfed Spanish dollaies^ which waa ce a si d ii ed ee 
averygeodpraee* 

Lee Boo becaiae an mieeaid iavoetita whoicw g '^ 
U typeavid. His agneeaUe^ goed4n«tored>'pkaa«i«^ 
bdumoeir^ mide him aocqitaUe ia evesj^^egiiifa^Fr 



ii<B one'diy ^i^ much surprised a company of genfle- 
mefi inritii bis dexterity ia IhroiviBg the dait. A party 
Was-foribed to have a trial of sktli in the- fabtory hdl. 
They hung tip a gauze cage, and a bird painted in ^le 
■liddk. They stood at a good distance, and witiv 
much difficulty hit e^ea the cage. When Lee Boo's 
turn came, he took up his spear very carelessly, and 
wUii the gresidbest ease struck the little bird through 
theheadn He had one day an opportunity of sedng 
ioaie blue glass, which greatly dHighted him. It i^as 
t cokmr he had not before seen. The gentleman, in 
whoae house itwas, made him a present of two jars of 
thesaone eolour. which greatly delighted him. '^ Oh! 
wel^ it po^ible," he exclaimed^ *' that my friends at 
Pelew could see tl^m r 

As the time was now near at hand> when the com- 
pany's ships would ssui for England, Captain Wilsoo 
iaid before hb people an account of the product from 
the Oroolong,'and other articles which had been sold; 
«nd giving to every one an equitable share, he addres- 
sed the whole company nearly as follows: ** Gentle- 
men, the moment bdng now arrived, when every one 
may to advantage follow his own inclination^ I cannot 
part with you without * trustifying my approbation at 
the ^irited, the judicious, and the manly conduct, you 
have preserved, amidst our trying difficulties; and be 
assured, that, on my arrival in England, I will repre- 
aent you to the company as entitled to their particular 
Mgard, and I make no doubt but they will reward your 
toils." 

* If mutuid adversity will reconcile the most invete- 
i^te enemies, surely the* sufferings of friends must rivet 
a more feirdble aifection ; and every one now appeared 
to feei the we^;ht of the remark, fi>r a tender concern 
vasmai^GBat in every countenance. The conduct of 
Mr. Wilson had been so mild and prudent, and his ex^ 
flOiple' so sBUBMiting, '4hey still' wished him for their 
commander* £»at it was not now a time for choice. 
Ii[ece99^y' and veaMti pointed out tfattr couiise. - Lee 
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Be0 ftnd tEe caqfftaiii catne hm&e m ^ M<»«e, tdid tbe. 
surgeon in the Lascelks ; while others embarked in dit* 
ferentships« 

What has abeady Ibeen Bientioned concerning the 
amkble Lee Boo, has no doubt interested every readar 
in his history ; V¥e shall therefore pursne it to its unfoi> 
tunate close. 

The Morse was commanded by Captain Elliot, with 
whom Lee Boa made himself very happy. His spirit 
of edquiry concerning various objects which lie saw^ 
began now to be directed more to dieir utility than for*' 
m^ly; and he shewed no small aiixiety to pick up i» 
much knowledge as possible, with regard to such arti- 
cles as would be useful at Pelew. His method of keep* 
in^ his journal was singular. He iiad a stHng, on 
which he cast a knot for every remarkable object he 
wished to imprint on his memory. These knots he 
examined daily, and, by recollecting the circumstancei^ 
which occasioned their being cast, he fixed the trans* 
actions on his memory. The officers of the Moise hu- 
morously remarked, when they saw him referring to 
bis hempen tablet, that he was reading his journal. 

He was not forgetful of the crew of the Oroolong, 
about whom he made frequent enquiries. Early in]the 
voyage, he asked for a book, that with assistance he 
might learn the English alphabet, which was given him; 
At St. Helena, he was surprised at the sight of the sol* 
diers, and the cannon on the fortifications; aiid four 
men of ^var arriving daring his stay there, afforded new 
matter of astonishment. 

On being taken to see a school, he appeared so ^oiit 
icious of his own deficiency, that he begged he might 
leam like the boys. While here, he had also oppor* 
timities of riding on horseback; of which he was very 
fond. He galloped with great ease, and sat his liora« 
very gfacefudly. 

Before the Morse sailed from St. Helena, the 
Lascelles arrived there, so that he had an interview whii 
his first friend^ Wx, Sharp. He was exceedinglj 
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luippy yilMhitgRniteBmi^ for wham tmlm^fStrnpiA 

est regasd. 

Wheb the Morse approached the British ChMnfl» 
Ihe number of ships that paaseii* eonfiMiadtd his jour* 
sal, aad he was obliged to. djaroBlifnie hia umtumm 
dvam* But, oo laiwiiig aft Partttmaitfa^ tha «fcjacti 
which met his view were so stupendous and grand^ that 
he was kiyoWed in sileat aotnniabift> aad ceand to 
ask questions. 

.' The captaia proceeded to Loodoiu i tpaton to see 
nis fiunilyv and left Lee Boo nndar the pfofteetiott ef 
his brcrther; who, however* soonaflea set off ift aiti^ 
coach* with his charge. Dasciibiag his jmusaej^ Im 
said he had been put into a Mtllc house, whseh honn 
ran i|wa^ with, and tfaSat though haw«il to aieephedid 
not stop travelling^ 

On his arrival in London, he was aot a fittfe happy 
to meet his mentor, liis ocw &thu, wfama ha was 
afraid be had lost. Being shewn his cfaandbei^ he coaKI 
not conceive the use of tlie hed,^ h behig a ^sac-post 
one, and of course dift'erentfrom what he had seanoa 
board. Before he would, repose hinisal^ ho jumped ia 
and out of it several tnn<a» tn admirq ills fosm, and inti* 
mated that Jbere there wasa house tor every thing* It 
was all fine country, fine streets^ fine, coach, wnd woiut 
upon house up to the sky; for the huts at Pekw be« 
ing Qidy one^ory, ha considered ci^eiy flaof heve as a 
dMnct house. 

Caplain.Wilsoii hitraifaced LeeBee.t» aoaneofths 
East India Directors, and to most of his friendly and 
et the same timft shewed him the asest eampicusui 
public bttildiai^; hat his poMlant oonakKtor hept hna 
ftoih the stage aOid other eihibttioiia, kst tiie beatof 
the pbee might oonimtoiealw the smalHKn; tet the 
esfoei adllsheie thut all his. cautioB was nun* 

He was sent to an academy at RotherUlhe, wkire he 
wad very assidaeus in leamiaf ta read and wrila; and 
fee sOon heeame the fimmrke of aQ faissdraol^ftnews,' 
0om his gantlaaess. and ai&bility. DmiBg the koaia 
^ X9»$k km amused his beoefiictof s fiwd^^viauo 



kIiooU He said that when be* returowi to Pelew. he 
«oiUk«cp SB MgaAmxff btaaa^lf ; and be imagipdd tht 
gmX mm •£ im ttmrntty woidd tbiiik Idbi ^ty wjea 
vbca ba ihawed thom timr Irttosi. 

Heabvays aaUad hk patron captain, b«t ha would 
Mnm Mn* WikMi a* othemkc than hit taother, al* 
though ha waatoikl to JtbacflfiEitriry, 6oaoefvhigitaf)|»- 

When he saw Hk young ask chanty, he was Kg^lf 
aitndad^sayiiigth^oag&ie w<)irk; but tba snppiica* 
tioQ of the oUafd anina aaet his natund beaev<o« 
katiiH^*« Must give poor old muk; old man no able 

Abovt lbs tone he i^iptared to be abo«it twenty 
j«ia of agje, and of a middle nae. His ekprecriye 
sMBtannnoe, fieat sansibilicy, and good hniuouf, in* 
nsotly piejii&ed ewy'one in bis favoar. His eyes 
vcn 80 stxiUngly expr^ssire, that» though he knew very 
kitke Eogiiifa, his meaning was easily understood. 

Uia ^uackiieasof manner «ikl readiness of apprehen« 
MB wero astonishing. Ayonngfauly^with whomhewas 
sae day in compai^, sat down to the harpsichord, in 
sider to discnver how it affected him. To the musie 
kc paid Iklle attention, but he was greatly mterested to 
mofer how the sounds were produced. He at the 
auae tine song a song ta the Pelew style, but it was 
wry bnnh* 

He was natntalty polite. One day, at dinner, Mrs, 
WiboiMlniftd him to help her to some cherries, when 
let BooiPify ^[vickiy proceeded to take them up with 
kh finders. She pleasantly hinted hb error, when he 
iamadtaif^ took up n spoon, his countenance at the 
sue time mng sufinsed with ablush. 

C^tain Wilaon, one day, happemng to rebuke hi< 
ion fur name trMing neglect, in the presence of Lee Boo« 
Hie geswvous youth wasvnot happy tiB he had joined 
tibavtends^ wbiek he did with the tears of sensibilitf 
Hsfaaming fiaai his e^s. 

Ik psafiMd liding in n eondi to e? ety o4Rf eonvey* 



f6o vrihnd^v vota@« 

«pce» as it dioved peopk^ he ssud, an opp^iimtj tii 

t^lklog together. 

He was fond ongoing to church, because he knew it 
ivas a religious duty, the object aad final end b^ag the 
same both at Pelew and in £nghind« 

He was present at Lunardi's aerial asceDsion ; and 
remsurked, that it was a ridiculous mode of travelling 
a? it could be done sio much easier iu a coach. 

He narrowly observed all plants aiid fruit trees, and 
said he should take some'seeds of each to Pelew, In- 
deed, m all his pursuits, he never lost sight of what ser- 
vice they might be fa his own country. 
, Being shewn a: n^kiiature of Mr. Keate, to whom he 
was introduced, he immediately recognised the face; 
iMid as a proof that he understood the intention of the 
mimetic arts, he observed, *' that when Misser Keale 
die, this Misser Keate live.'' The utility of portrait 
paintiug could not be better defined. His own iikeaesfi 
was taken by a daughter of that gentleman. 

In the midst of Lee Boo's innocent researche&y he was 
taken ill of the dreaded small-pox. Dr. Carmjcbad 
Smith unmediately attended him, who, m the iirst stage 
of this disorder, predicted the fatal consequences wiiidk 
ensued. He cheerfully took the medicines that wexe 
administered, and willingly dispensed with tlie ^ght of 
Captain Wilson, when he was told that he never iiad 
the disorder^ and that it was infectious. In the midst 
of his illness, hearing that Mrs. Wilson was confined to 
her ciiamber, he cried-^" What, mother bad! — Lee 
Boo get up to see her:" which he actually did. Mr, 
Sharp, the surgeon of the Antelope, also attended him. 

Viewing himself in a glass just before his death, be 
turned his head away in disgust at the appearance of bit 
^ce, which was much swelled and disiigured. Gettiii|r 
worse, and sensible of his approaching fate, he fixed iiis 
^yes attentively on Mr. Sharp, and said — " Good friend^ 
when you go to my country, tell my father^ that Lee 
Boo take much drink to make the small-pox go away» 
but he die — that captain and mother very 'kind — all 
English veiy good men — ^was much sorry he could not 



leQ Abli *(^uQe the great xamy fine tbiiig^ tbe English 
|ot* He then enumerated all the presents he had re< 
ccived, whkh he begged tbe siirgeoa tb distribute 
l&QDg his frieuds and the rti^MKks. 

The dying discourse of thn ehild of nature so affect* 
h1 Tom Rose, who attended him, that he couid not help 
lobbing most piteously, which Lee Boo-observk^ a^k- 
ed— " Why should he ^ry so, because Lee Boo ok?' 

Thinking Mrs. Wilson's ilhiess arose from his own» 
be would nequently cry out, she being only in an ad^ 
joining chamber, ^ Lee Boo do well, mother." 

The dreadful moment of separation being now «<• 
riv«d, he told Mr. Sharp he was going away ; and yield* 
ed his last breath without apprehensioD, and with that 
native innocence and simpliaty which had msarked faii 
every action. 

The family, the servants, and diose who knew him* 
could not wiiiUioki the tears of aifectionate regard, when 
informed of thei melancholy event. 

The East India Company ordered Lee Boo to be 
buried in Rotherhithe church-yard, with eveiy possible . 
mark of respect All who knew him, with the pupBi 
at the academy, attended the funeral ; and the concourse 
was otherwise so great, that it m^ht be supposed his 
food qualities had been publicly proclaimed, instead of 
being privately communicated. A tomb, with this in* 
flcription^ was soon after erected by the East India Coni!^ 

pany; 

To the Memory 

Of Prince Lee aoOf 

A Native of the Pelew or Palos Islands; 

And son to Abba Thulle, Rupack or King 

Of the Island Coorooraa *; 

Who departed this Life on tlie S7th of December, 1784| 

Aged ^ Years; 

This Stone is inscribed, 

By the Hoaourable United East India Company, 

As a Testimony of Esteem 

* Cooronraa h the proper name of the Island, of whick 
Pdew is the capital town* 



l6% WII^SON's VOYAfiB. 

For the Hiu'rtane and Kind Treatment • - 
Afforded by his Father to the'Crew of their Ship, 
The Antelope, Capt. Wit«ON, 
-, Which was wrecked off that Island 
In thd Night of the 9th of August, 1783. . 
Stop, Reader, scop! Let Nature chiini a Tear; - 
A Prince of mine> Lee Boo, lies bur^*d here* - 

This amiable young prince, whose residence here was 
only five months, conformed himself to the English dress 
in every instance, except his hair, which he contiaaed 
to wear after the fashion of his own country. His 
countenance was so expressive, that it depicted the best 
qualities of a virtuous mind. His eyes were lively and 
intelligent ; and his whole rhanner gentle and interesting. 
He had the natural politeness of a gentleman, without 
the drudgery of study, or the observance of established 
forms of ceremony. After bis death, it was found that 
he had laid by all the seeds or stones of fruit lie had 
eaten after his arrival, with a view to plant them at 
Pelew. 

' When we reflect on the unhappy fate of poor Lee 
Boo, with which the reader is now acquainted, the mind 
ranges to the habitation of his father Abba Thulle, who 
on a cord had tied thirty knots, as a memento tliat his 
son would return in thirty moons, or, perhaps a few 
more, for which he was willing to make allowance. 
Those moons have long since performed their revolu- 
tions. The knots are untied ; and yet no gladdening 
sail hovers round Pelew. Lee Boo is dead in realitv; 
and though no more, perhaps, even in the tortured ima- 
gination of his expecting family, yet the sight of an 
European vessel, even at some distant pericKl, would 
animate' their hopes, and recal tJie fondness of past 
endearments. How it would have gratified the heait 
of sensibility to know that this benevolent and confiding 
king had seen his son restored to his embraces; how 
will every reader lament that he probably must 
ever remain ignorant that Lee Boo can return no 
more! 
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OR a series of years, those who had forfeited a 
_ right to enjoy the blessings of society in their i>ym 
country, and y6t whose crimes did not call down capi- 
tal punishnientupon them, were transported to the Bri- 
tish plantations in America. After the unfortunate 
contest between the colonies and the mother country, 
which it is well known terminated in the independence 
of the former, it became necessary for British convicts, 
not sentenced to die, to be employed m some way that 
might make them sensible of the crimes they had coni- 
mitted, and free *he community from the dread of tiieir 
fature depredations. Banishment to tlie coast of Af- 
rica was generally found to be a harsher sentence than 
death in their own country; and the hulks on the Thames 
were little adapted to improve the abandoned, or pre- 
vent a repetition of crime. Penitentiary houses were 
soon seen to be equally inefficacious to answer at once 
the purpose of punishment and referroation; and there- 
fore government projected the scheme of establishing 
a colony of convicts on the coast of New Holland. 
To this plan of wisdom, policy, and humanity united, 
the le<^islature gave its sanction in the begmning of 



1^4 PHILLIP'S VOYAOB 

the year 1787f an<i prejNurations were kDniedialeiy wt 
about to carry it into «x«cttlioB. 

Captain Arthur PliilHp* of th^ navy, was a||)oi]|ted' 
commodortof tile voyage^aad govemor of die imw co- 
lony ; and it appears that a more pradeat choice could 
not have been made. This gentleman ^a$ bom in 
London^ in 1738; jaiidat the age o£ aisteen began his 
maritime careen He went through the usual routine 
<tf service with applause^ was at the capture of the Ha- 
vannahy and in 17^1 was promoted to a lieutenancy by 
Admiral Sir George Pococke. 

By the succeeding peace hb services were rendered 
nseless^ to hid country, he therefore ea§^iged i« the Por- 
tuguese navy, in which he served with great reputation, 
till vrar breaking out between Britain and France* he 
returned to fight for his king and conntiy; and was 
80oa after made master and oommander. In 17^U ^^ 
mejcit procured Inm the rank of post captain, and ha 
.was appointed to the Europe, of sixty-four guns^ to- 
^imrds the close of that year. In 1785 he sailed with 
a reinforcement to the East Indi^ where he remained 
till the conclusion of the war. 

Prudent and active, a perfect master of hia profes- 
uon, and estimadble as a man and an officer, those quar 
lities could not fail to recommend him to the attention 
of Ills superiors^ and to pomt him out as a proper per- 
son tp conduct oa ent^prise of no ordinary difficulty. 

The fleet began to rendeavous about thie middle of 
Mar^h 1787* It consisted of the Sirius frigate, C^ip* 
tfun lobn Hunter; the Supply, aimed tender, lieote 
nant H. L. Ball; theGc^en Grove, Fishbuni» and 
Borrowdale, store ships ; and tiie Scarborough, Lady 
Penrhyn, Friendship, Charlotte, Prince of Wal6% and 
Alexander, transports. 

As this was a voyage of uncommon lengtl^ and its 
cliject was not of a temporary nature, a considerable 
time was necess^ to equip and provide tb,efih^p6,. and 
tp make such arraiu;:en)ents as might prevent miscar- 
riage or avoidable danger. Besides the usual comple- 
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neat of sa3orc» aparty of two hundred and turelve ma- 
rines, including officer^ vfjere distributed iu the diiie* 
leot ships to keep the convicts in awe; and these ma- 
rines had twenty-eight wives and seventeen chiidreo al- 
lowed to accompany them. The whole number of 
coavicts amounted to eight hundred and twenty-ejgh^ 
of whom tive hundred and fifty-eight were males. 

Governor Phillip havmg hoisted his flag on board 
the SiriuSy as commodore, gave the signal to weigh on 
tLe 13th of May 1787f and was accompanied to some 
distance by the Hysena frigate* to carry back dispatches* 
if necessary. 

The wind having wafted them along at a great rate* 
on the 20th the Hysena returned* and brought intelli- 
gence* that the convicts in the Scarborough, had form- 
ed a plan for getting possession of [.that ship* which 
the oAicers had timely detected and prevented. Thyi 
was the only attempt of the kuid made during the voy- . 
age: when these victims to justice found themselves' 
at a distance from, their native shores* it is probable 
they gave up all thoughts of liberty and yielded to 
• thAr fate. 

During their passage, to Santa Cruz* where the fleet 
anchored on theSdofJune, they had generally favour- 
able gales, and experienced no disaster deserving men* 
tiou. The chief object that induced Governor Phillip 
to touch at Teneriflb, was to procure a fresh i^pply 
of water and vegetables. Here the crew and convicts 
were indulged with every article of food tliat could 
tend to promote health and remove disease; and the 
judicious and humane plans of Captain Cook, were uni* 
foniily observed during the voyage, and in general, with 
the best effects. It cannot indeed be said, nor was it 
reasonable to be expected, that the mortality was so 
sniall* in proportion to the numbers, as under that able 
navigator. Numbers of tb& convicts were advanced in 
jears, and their constitutions had been previously bro- 
ken by their dissipated habits* or the long confinemeat 
of a prison. ^ 
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' Thejr spent a week at this place» and during 
itay, the Governor of the Camuries paid the moctl 
IHe atteotion to the English officers, and exerted 
idf to render their visit agreeable. 

These i^ands were certainly known^ in some 
to the andentSy who digniiSed them with the til 
Fmiiiuaei and invented many fables respecting! 
which had little fonndation in truth or nature, 
the modems are not wholly free from the same ii 
tation. For a long time, the Isk of Ferro was cell 
ted for poducing a miraculous tree^ round ^diich 
were aud perpetuallv to hover, and dbtilling into 
tupplied tlie whole Inland with water. This ficti< 
is almost needless to say, can only be equalled by j 
accounts with which the public have been amuseo^j 
specting the poison tree of Java. The Canaries, iui 
produce no wonders but what are common to \i 
Btc countries. The Peak of Teneriffe, one of the 
est natural curiosities, has had no eruption ofzMtf'i 
sequence for near a century; nor, with all its t 
height, h it equal to Mount Blanc in Switzerlai 

. Finding vegetables less plentiful here than tl 
pected, they weighed anchor on the 10th of 
with an intention of making a short stay at Port I 
and in eight days they came m sight of the Csqpe 
Islands, when the fieet steered for St. Jago. 
▼ourable winds, however, rendered it likely to ^ 
their getting into the harbour; and that no time 
be lost, tiie governor altered his plan, and pn 
directly to Rio de Janeiro. This was a sensible 
pointment to many on board, who were naturally 
sirous of embracing every opportunity of enjoyii 
refreshments of the shore. But influenced by exj 
ence alone and a regard to his duty, he deteri 



* The elevation of Mount Blanc above the level of the 

sea is calculated at fifteen thousand six hundred and tevaat/^ 
three feet, that of Tenerifle at twelve thousand one huodm 
and fifty. 



to BOTAKT BAY- iSf 

BOt to loM tim^ ^bich in every point of Tieir w«| aa 
imfM>rtant consideratkm. 

Tbey bad abneady suffered some mconTenience from 
beat, attended by heavy rains; but before they reached 
the equator, contrary to what might reasonably have 
been looked for, the temperature became more mo-* 
derate, and the crews happily continued in tolerable 
bealtfa. 

On the whole the weather was most proptious, and 
they nmde such progress, that on the 5th of August 
they came to an anchor off the Harbour of Rio de Ja^ 
neiro. This city, otherwise called St. Sebastian, is situ« 
sted on the west side of a bay, somewhat less than si 
degree from the tropic of Capricorn It has long been 
considered as the capital of the Brazils, and is the resi*^ 
dence of the viceroy. The diamond mines in the vici* 
oity have procured k this distinction ; and its portmust 
be allowed to be one of the finest in the world. It is 
well fortified, and furnishes a most eligible and safe 
station for ships. The port dues are pretty high ; but 
these are never eicacted for king!s ships, and as Cover* 
pernor Phillip alleged that the transports were laden 
with roytl stores, tiie whole fleet escaped this custom* 
ary payment 

Don Lewis de Varconoellos was viceroy, H^ be* 
longed to one of the noblest families in Pcntugal, and 
was not quite unknown to Governor Hiillip, who had 
been some years in the service o^ that nation. Thai 
reception he gave the English was the most polite and 
flattering imaginable, nor was it tinctured with that jea* 
lous cautioti, which some other voyagers seeimed to 
have had great cause to complain of, when they toudw 
cd at the same place. 

As soon as the viceroy was informed of the nature 
of Governor Phillip's commission, he gave orders that 
military honours should be paid him; and the officen^ 
in general, were indulged with permission to visit all 
parts of the city, and even to msdce excursions into Ih^ 
countiy^ without the prying vigilance of guanb, ,.> 
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Provisions of ^very kind Sre so etbessively cheap 
here, that the men were liberally victualled at les 
tlian four pence a head per day, including meat, rice, 
vegetables, and firing. Wine was not plentiful at that 
season ; but a considerable quantity of rum "was laid in; 
tod such seeds and plants were procured as appeared 
adapted to' ttie climate of New South Wales. And kst 
bread should become scarce, one hundred sacks of cas- 
sada were purchased as a siibstitute. This root is very 
generally used for bread in the tropical climates, and 
proves wholesome and nutritious. Nevertheless, in its 
erude state, it is highly poisonous; but by washing, 
pressure, and evaporation, becomes not only innocent* 
but salubrious. The art of maja triumphs over nature 
in many instances as well as this. 

At almost every comer of the streets, in this city, 
^•6 images, to whiich an external devotion, at least, is 
paid by every catholic passenger. Sometimes the vo- 
taries offer up their prayers aloud, and the air resounds 
with the notes of hyfbns. But notwithstanding this ajv 
pcarance of sanctity, the morals of the people do not 
possess corresponding purity ; so much easier is it to 
perform outward rites, than to acquire internal princi- 
ples of religion. The grejitest devotees afe commonly 
the most abandoned ; and tlie catholic profession, in 
particular, is so obscured by idle ceremonies, that aa 
attention to them naturally dr^iws off the mind from 
essentials. 

Though no time was lost in expediting the necessary 
business, a month elapsed before they were ready for 
sailing. At length, on the 4th of September they 
weighed anchor, and passbg the fort at the niouth of 
tlip harbour, interchanged a salute of twenty-one guns. 

Having once more set fonvard on their destined voy- 
age, they were fevoured with such propitious weather, 
that their progress to the Cape of Good Hope was un- 
productive of any events worthy of beiiig recorded. 
A prosperous voyage, like a peaceful life, though most 
deligbtfitl to- the parties concerned^ is least favourable 
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for the piupiose of narration^ It is tlie ^ortd of the 
elemenU, or the confiict of pa^ionsy that furnishes dh^ 
plays to rivet the.attentioa. This long ran, of about 
four thousand miles^ was performed in thirty>uine 
days. 

It was the 15th of October when they arrived la 
Table Bay at tlie Cape. Here they took in their final 
refreshments, and supplied themselves with such neces- 
saries as were to be procured. Table Bay is.a very un* 
sate station, particularly in the winter montlis; and at 
that season of the year, False Bay, on the south-east 
side of the Cape, is generally preferred, as being m(M« 
secure. 

Our voyagers found provisions in less abundance 
at the Q^pe than they had reason to expect, and at 
considerably hii^er prices. Board and lodging, in 
private houses, cost the i^ficers about nine sliUlings a 
day, and every thing was proportionably high. But, it 
is probable, the necessity foreign sliips are known td 
be ander of touching here, teaches the natives extor* 
tioa. Most people are inclined to improve the advan* 
tages of their situation, when they are sensible there is 
ao alternative but to submit to thdr demands. 

In the space of a month no less tlian five hundred 
Animals, of diflerent kiuds, were procured and put on 
board the ships, and an equal stock of otlier necessaries 
^as laid in ; but at a high price. The country indeed 
had previously suffered from a dearth, and this natu- 
rally increased the difficulty of obtaining an adequate 
supply at any price. The governor of the Cape paid 
tlicm the most respectful attention, and entertained thft 
officers at his table. 

On tlie 12th of .November they again set sail, but 
owing to contrary winds, they found themselves no 
farther advanced than eighty leagues on the 25th of 
that montli. At this time Governor Phillip went on 
board the. Supply, in hopes of reaching Botany Bay 
before ihe rest of the fieet arrived, and of gaming time 
to explore the country, that a debarkatioo nught taka 

YOL. XI. g 
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fUm^ widioat dday. Major Rott, Hw totttMbfit 
of inarines, went OA board Um Scwiiot^ii^, md witk 
tint ship, the Akxander and Fvieiid^ip, rqittCei the 
best satien, had ordess lo procaad, aiid %o leave the 
rest of the convoy imder the conduct of Captain iiu» 
ter. 

From the date of this arraagemeiit, to Ae dd of 
laoaary, 1788, the weather was as favourable as could 
be wkdied, and the womU wafted thtm^ oo with little 
smpediiiiettt* The Si4>ply, however, turned out but »i 
fautofierent sailer to what had been expecfed; nevertiie- 
len she performed this voyage oi seven tfaouaand miles 
in fifty-one days. 

The governor havbig landed at Botany Baiy on the 
18tfa, after experiencing some contrary winds on the 
coast, an interview with the natives toc^ place. Tbej 
were all armed ; but seeh^ Governor Phillip a{>proacb 
alone, and without weapons, ipaking signs of irienddiq), 
they returned his confidence by laying down their arms. 
These people were perfectly riaked; but appeared food 
of ornaments, and were pleased to wear whatever was 
given them. Amity was soon established, which happy de- 
fect was owing to the personal address of thegovotior. 
His orders indeed enjoined the utmost attention to 
conciliate the afiection of the natives; and his own hu- 
mane conduct rendered it delightful for him to observe 
them. 

He now proceeded to examine the bay; bnt it was 
feimd in eveiyi respect less eligible tiian had been re- 
presented, both in itself, and in the surrounding conn- 
try, which was low and swampy. He then reconnoi-^ 
tred Point Sutherland ; but to this part of the liaifbottr 
ihq)s conld not appf oach, nor was the soil more tempt« 
ing than before^ 

While engi^ed in this n ecessa ry business^ Ae whole 
fleet arrived. The Supi^y had not so much outsaied 
the other ships as to give the governor the time he ex* 
pccted. The laat division arrived only two days later 
tbanhiflssell t 
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rWahf U^dmv B19 mBt, {^ the iottiMM lettk* 
tatmU lu$ f^Khed Ib ei^afiiiiie Port Jaduou, w^cfa }xf 
lo (h» iMKth, nbmit tbveo kiiigii«s distmt; wid Itere sdl 
iliffieidties were found to b« «t «b end. Hie port WM 
<kaep end 9eciii^mMl after espioring tbe dtffierent cove% 
be fixed on <me vbicli bad the finest ^riog of water, 
and in «4ueh abips could' i^^ichor cloie to the shore* 
This the fEovemor oanied S^rdoey Core, in iionour of 
the QoUe tord of that title who was then in adminis^ 
fratiQii* 

Soon after tbe boats arrived at Port Jacksooy ano«i 
Iher party of the vatives made their appearance. Thi^ 
were armed with hiiices, and at first shewed an hostile 
diiq^sition; but by gentle Bieans were prevailed on to 
lay aside tlMur suspieions* and to accept some presenta. 
A person who s^peared to be a chief among them^ 
sh^ed very singular marks of confidence in the stran- . 
gen^ apd at the same time much resolution. He sin- 
gly attended the governor, went to a part of the beach 
where the men were boiling their meat, examined the 
contents of the pot, and s^emg himself separated from 
his friends^ advanc^ to a party of mariaesi and by 
his gestures seemed to threaten revenge, if any advai^ 
tage shoidd he taken of bis exposed sitnation. It is 
probable he might pro&t by what he saw ; and as the 
natives of this coast have no other mode of dressing 
their food than by broilmg, a new plan of cookery 
cottkl aot be a small acquisition to tbeici. 

As they kmdle fires with much labour, whai once 
li^bted, they generalty keep them burning, or at least 
never extkiguish them; but convey them from place 
to place even in their canoes. 

In examining a different part of the harbour^ they ^ 
fell in with at^^nt twenty of the natives, who, fearless 
and noarmed* ajpproa<^d to view the boats* Pleased 
with their eonsdeBce^ the governor called the spot 
Manly Cove, in testimony of the mssd^ b^iaviour they 
shewed. These people afterwards joined the English 
at dinner.. One of tfacfls had a kind of while day rub* 
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l>ed over the upper part of bb face, aa a mark oCdi»> 
tmctionnotunu&ual amongst thera. A woman had 
been seen on the rocks thus onrnmented^.who made a 
most disgusting. appearsmce;- but in the eyes^ of her 
countrymen she probably had superior attracti<Mi&. 
, Having sufEiciently explored Port Jackson, and found 
it replete with conveniences, the governor was deter^ 
mined to hesitate no longer, and immediately issued 
his orders for the whole fleet to proceed to< this place; 
That Botany Bay should be so highly extolled by 
Captain Cook, may easjly be accounted for. He had 
no views of a pennan^t stay, and did not scrutinize 
its advantages. The land has certainly a picturesque 
effect, and the ample harvest of botanical curiosities it 
furnished, might entitle it to the commendation of the 
scientific ; but something more than beauty of appear- 
^ance and philosophical riches were to be regarded, bk 
■a place where numbers were to be established, and a 
lasting settlement formed. 

Just as preparations were making for a general re< 
movalto tlie intended station, two French ships appear* 
ed, and spread , consternation through the whole fieet. 
Occident, it was supposed^ by many, could not bring 
about such an event ; and .conjecture as to a motive 
was lost in uncertainty. While imagination was thus 
busy in painting idle fears, or forming useless schemcsij 
the governor, fortunately recollected, that the French 
were engaged in a voyage of discovery, and c<mcluded 
that these two ships had been on that business. But 
the wind and currents preventing the French from ap- 
proaching the harbour, and even driving them oif the 
coast, he did not delay proceeding to Por4; Jackson on 
their account. 

Scarcely however was the Supply, which led the 
squadron, out of sight, when the. strangers again made 
their appearance off the mouth of the harbour, when 
a boat was dispatched with oflers of any assistance 
or ipformation in the power of the English to give. 
The governor's opinion was now veiufiedi it was found 
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diat tkese ^essek were tlft Boussole and tbft Astrolabe^ 
under die command of M. de la Pe^froose. 

On the 26th of January, all the transports and store 
ships &iaUy evacuated Botany Bay^ and in a short time 
assembled in safety at Port Jackson. The French ship$ 
had an^ored in the former, before the departure of the 
Sirius, and Peyrouse had expressed his wish, that let- 
ters might be forwarded U> Europe through the mediuu^ 
of the English. Governor Phillip being apprized of 
this^ readily accq[>ted the intended diarge, with assur* 
aaces of punctual delivery. 

M. Peyrouse having sailed from France in June 1785, 
louclied first at St. Catharine on the coast of BrazU, and' 
entered the Pacitic Ocean by Cape Horn. Coasting 
along Ctiili and CaHfornia, he afterwards visited Easier 
Island, Nootka Sound, Kamtschatka, the Sandwich an4 
Friendly Idands. In this tedious voyage he had lost 
none of his men by sickness ; but the crew of twoboat* 
had unfortunately perished in the surf on the north- 
west coast of Americs^; and atMasuna, one of the Isles 
de Navigateurs, where they bad touched, M. TAngle,' 
captain of the Astrolabe, had been cut off by treach^y.' 
That unfortunate officer had g(me ashore with the long- 
boats, on a watering expedition, accompanied by forty 
neo. The natives had hitherto shewn the most mark-* 
cd civility and good-will ; and no change of disposition, 
or cause for it l^iog known, the French, trusting to tliC; 
nnbroken state of amity, had suffered the boats to lie 
•ground. This want of precaution, it is probable, tempts 
ed th^ natives to attack the party, which they did i» 
prodigious number8,throwiog v<^es of stones with great 
force and precision of direction. M. TAngle and twelvse' 
of his m^i fell a sacrifice to their fury, and the vesX 
with diflieulty escaped in their small boats. 

The ships being under sail, and out of sight of this 
melancholy catastrophe, received the first tidings of the 
affray from those who escaped ; and it was too late to 
attemjpt revenee. The fete of De TAngle, added to 
other recorded instances of the sudden and sanguinarj^ 
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resentmeiits of savages, ghres alesson of prudent caQtion 
to all navigators; for though poHcyand humanity recom- 
mend the practice of mild forbearance, and the study 
of concilating the affections of the natives, prudence re- 
quires that defensive plans should not be neglected, and 
&at a certain degree of awe should be kept up *, 

The debarkation being ccHnpleted at Sydney Cove, 
the ground was immediately cleared for an encampment, 
and store houses and other temporary buildings were 
begun. ^ The labour attending this was not small : the 
whole coast is covered with wood, and though on this 
^ot the tre^s were less thick', and not much encumber- 
ed with underwood, yet their magnitude was such, as 
to render the felling, and removal of them aftenvards, 
a very arduous task, had the convicts been more active 
woiicmen than they really were. 

In the evening of the 26th, the British colours were 
displayed on shore, under which the king's health Mfta 
drank, and other appropriate toasts, with much glee. 
The bustle of business succeeded, and till the end of 
tjie first week in February, all was a scene of burry and 
exertion. 

' The materials and frame work, of a temporary resl- 
^nce for the governor, had been brought from England; 
and this was speedily erected. Hospital tents were also 
.fitted up, with all the speed that the exigency of circum- 
stances began to demand. During the passage irom 
the Cape, the fleet had been tolerably healthy ; but soon 
after landing, the dysentery prevailed, and the scurvy 
broke out with its most virulent symptoms. In the for- 
mer complaint, the red gum, which is abundantly pro* 
duced on the coast, was found very efficacious. 

The tree which yields this valuable gum, is of consi- 
derable size, and grows to a great height without 
branches. The gum is perfectly soluble in water, and 

■ 

. * The issae of this voyage is still unknown* M. (|e la 
Peyrouse nevec returned i uo;^ have aqy traces of his fat^ be«a 

fliscovered« 
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k drawTi. from the^ee by incisioD, or taken out of the 
▼eins of the wood when dry. The I^teves somewbftt re- 
semble those of a wilbw: the wood is heavy and fine^ 
grained, but so saturated with the gum which nms 
through its numberless channels, that it is applicable to 
few purposes, particularly when green^ 

A yellow gum, or rather resin, is also found here, the 
produce of a low small tree, with a kind of gramineous 
leaves. From the centre of these leaves, the fructifica- 
tion proceeds on a smgle stem, in a very singular man^ 
iier, to the height of t^velve or fourteen feet. Of this 
stem, which is strong aud light, the natives form their 
spears, and frequently point them with bone. TJie re- 
sin is most commonly dug out of the soil at the root of 
the tree, and seems to be what Tasmau calls the guur 
lac of the earth. 

February commenced with a violent storm of thunder 
fmd rain, during which the lightning struck and shiverJ^^ 
cd a tree, under which was a sheep pen, and ^ve of 
these animals were destroyed by its effects.' 

It may be proper to observe, that Port Jackson was 
Bot visited by Captain Cook, but otily seen at a distance, 
or it is probable he would have done justice to* such a 
noble harbour, which, in the opinion of Governor Phillip, ^ 
is superior, to any in the known world for extent ami 
security. Tlie entrance is only, about two miles across ; 
but it soon spreads into a noblf and capacious bason, 
with soundings sufficient for the largest vessels. It con- 
tains not less than one hundred small coves, formed by 
projections of the land, which afford shelter from all 
winds. Sydney Cove lies on the south side, about m« 
miles from the entrance. Trees cpver even the most 
rocky spots. The soil is of various qualities, consisting 
of woodland, heath, and swamps ; but in general the? 
country is one continued forest. 

Some parts of the shores of this noble harbour pre-» 
sented a promising soil for cultivation ; but intent solely 
on providing the best and earliest accommodations for 
the colonists^ the governor used ail possible expeditioii 



jiifisGisgtIieiiMiaDent at tlpe head ef S]^dttey Cc^ 
vlieittondiiigthegtoreBwaseasyy and carriage mmeees- 
aary* 

By assiduous applicatkm they had made such pro- 
gressy that by the 7th of February, a ^ot bemg previ- 
ously cleared, and the wlu^e colony assembled, the go* 
ireraor began to assume his powers. To give all due 
aQlemnity to the preceedii^, the military were draws 
up under arms; the convicts stationed apart, and tbe 
principal officers suxrouaded the governor. The royid 
^mmission was then read by Mr. Collim, the judge 
advocate, by which Arthur Phillip was constituted Cap- 
lain General and Governor in Chief of the t^ritory of 
New South Wales, from lat 10 deg. 37 luin. south, to 
43 deg* 39 min. along the coast, a»d of alt the interior 
country as far as 135 degrees of east longitude from 
Greenwich, inehiding the adjacent iskmds in the Pacific, 
within the above latitudes. 

The act of parliament establidimg the courts of ja« 
di<^ture, where next read ; and lastly^ the patents under 
the ^eat seal, empowering the pmons named to act, 
whenever it should be found requisite* Major Ross of 
tfie marines was aj^mted Lieutenant Qovemor ; and a 
trif^edischazgeof musketry concluded this preliminaiy 
feremony. 

The governor then advanced, and addressing the mi* 
litary, thanked them for their commendable conduct 
hithe^ ; and then turning to the convicts, explained to 
tbein the nature of their present situation and friture 
prospects. He represented, that by the lenity of tke 
laws, their lives had been jj^eserved, and that oa their 
subsequent behaviour it would depend, to gain a n» 
establishment of the rights and advaat^es of civil so* 
ciety. To proper conduct and commendable exertion, 
he told them they had every inducement; and on tbe 
contrary, should Ih^ misbeteve, their criHies in such a 
smaU community could notescape detection, nor poaish* 
ment. AH that merey could do for Ikkm had alieady 
Veen esperiencedt and against fy^m!^ Oifoices die laws 
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would be eiiforced with rigour. But while his duty 
qbliged him to hold out the dgours of punishitteot, it 
would be his happiness to grant -every encouragement 
to the ma^torioBs, proportioned to their deserts. As 
a bar against profl%acy of maifners, he strongly recom^ 
nwoded matrimony, and promised every countenance 
to such as should enter into that state, and shew their 
pron^titude to confonn to the laws of morality and re? 
ligion. He concluded with expressing his earnest de^ 
sire to promote the happiness c^f the colony bver which 
he was placed, and to render the settlement* honourable 
and useful to his country. 

This harangue was r^eived with universal applause; 
and it was soon seen that it was not wholly lost^ 
for in a few days fourteen marriages took place amonff 
the coavicts.' . 

The company being dispersed^ the governor proceed- 
ed to review the troops, after which he gave a dhmeir 
to the offi45ers; and the first evening of his entry u]>r>n 
theofiices of his government was spent in innocent fe^ 
tivity,«imidst reiterated wishes for its pro^erity. 

Active, intelligent, and persevering, with firmness to 
make his authority respected, and mildness to render h 
pleasing, no person ^jeemed better adapted than Gover* 
nor Phillip for the arduous office he had undertaken* 
As much depended on being at peace with the native^ 
it was his de*eiinination to avoid disputes^ if possible, 
and to c<MiciIiate their good will. But the sequel wiH 
shew, that all hia^exertiens in this respect could not e£* 
feet the end proposed. 

While M. de la Peyrouse remained in Botany Bay, 
he was Unfortunately obliged to have recourse to fire* 
arms against the natives ; and this afl'air, joined to tlie* 
subsequent ill conduct of some of the convicts, produced 
asliynesB which it was found diihcuit to remove. Pet- 
haps, to a€:tQal ills the aborigines suffered, might be 
added their indignai>t feelings at seeing their shoi^* 
usurped by strangers, who deprived them of some of 
their best fisbiog pl^ees* ' Su^h circumstances could 



»al be pkaiiRgt even the nmt iinmligM— i< faw 
fpntt idm of ii«t«nd apd origiiiil lighti, wkicii thqf 
either reluctaoidy pact witb, matnmr/twuhf 4^fynL 

As February iidvwiced^ the ruas began to iill w&h 
giieater vioknoe, and the necepsity for procrnng 4keW 
ter became the mcMre urgent To the eaqienlen, dl 
the conyktf 0t this profession were added^ and one hnn^ 
^ed of them as labourers, to eiiipedite Uieir tesHH^maiy 
l>uildings« Yet it was some montha before they veit 
^nisbe(£ or the governor could leave his first hoaae, 
which were neither impervious to the winds nor taiBS. 
. Captain Cook having discovered an ishmd, in let. 29 
dag* souths longitude l6s deg. 10 min. east, which br 
named Norfolk Island, and spoke of in tenna of hi|^ 
commfJidationy a piirty was sent out in the Supply, abwt 
the middle of February, to settle there. To be s«pe^ 
jntendant of this subordinate cokm, the govemor sp- 
4KMnted Lieutenant Philip Gidley Kmg, & t)ieSiria% 
an officer of approved merit and fidelity. As tk 
.istand was uninhabited, the gentleman had only six ma- 
rines under a subaltern diScer, amidshipman,nanrgeoo, 
two men who undentood the cultivaticm and dfcssing <^ 
flax* nine male, and sisi female convicts. Dim regaia- 
'iions were established forthe conduct of this enterprise; 
and eveiy precaution was taken to render this sm^ co- 
V^^at once safe and happy. 

The governor had not been long estaUishad at Syd- 
ney Cove» before he found that many mdividuals nma 
Jiis care were so lost to all sense of right and wrong, sad 
ao regardless even of life itself, that they* oonkl not be 
lestriuned firom offences agakist their countrymen, or 
kqit from exposing themselves to the savages. -Milder 
means having been tried^ and proved to be ineflSsetnal, 
n criminal court was amvened, in whichsix of the con- 
victs were condemned to die. One of the most dariag 
wwas executed the same di^. another was pardoned, and 
the remaind^ were banimed to n small island withii 
the bay, where they were snfaaisled on bread end wa- 
ter. These peo|^ bad been eonvicted 4tf ftaqnantly 
xobbing the stora^ though they had alibeial allowance 



fft f Nf M k/ m ; bat it fMOied 19 if liabit kad confrmed 
tht liMcnity of tbdr foUowkg tiitir former neiarioal 
practicea^ witiboot the least temptatioii or excuse. 

te the fd of Mftrdi^ the- govemor wt out in the 
hMMp-boot and eatter^ to txtlmine the coast. He prob 
eeeded fint to Broken Bay, abont eight ilriles to th^ 
north «€ Port Jft^Ason. Here he fell in with a iew of 
Hm natives, who appeared imndly i and passing a baf^ 
subd up dOt extensive brancb of tvater, which ended 
in a large lagoon. The land in the upper part of thb 
branch was bw and swampy. 

dossing the bay, he sailed np the south-west branchy 
whieh Ik sdso found very extensive, and sufficiently 
deep for ship^ of any burthen; but the incessant rainn 
prevented him from taking an accurate surrey. Tfate 
land here possesses more elevation than at Port Jack- 
son, and is well wooded. Large l^es appeared on thfe 
very summits of the mountains, inaccessible by mad. 
A diird branch pi^sented a very fine piece of vtrater, 
which the governor named Pitt Water, in honour of 
the premier. This was found deep and very extensive. 
Some ntaiBiti<Hi$ in Ae vicinity appeared well adapted 
fer agriettlture. 

During this excursion, several interviews with tht^ 
natives took place. At one place they were visited by 
a fiew women, in company with the men. One of thes6 
females was remarkably cheerful and talkative, which 
is not usual, at least iif the presence of their counUy» 
mm, of whom they stand in great awe, and from whona 
they «xperience little Indulgence. Frequently have tlm 
women been seen labouring in the canoes, encumbered 
witfa iniants at the breast. 

Ob another occasion, as the governor and his tons* 
pany were drawing the seine, a number of the natifca 
again Joined them; when it was for the first time ob* 
served^ that the women in general had lost two jointa 
of tiie kit hand little fingen What eoold occasioa 
iuch m-siogalar amputation they could notsati^etorily 
kara: for it was found in yonng girb abont fi^ or sltK 
jaaiBof age; mid some who wait fitfadvaacedia lift 
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had this fiiger eotire. It tberei^re €a|Uiot be a dfatb^ 
guishing mark of puberty or parrkg^; neither bit 
universal, though ivhoUy confined to females** 
. A remarkable peculiarity, however, ^ttead^ tbemen, 
'for, though their fioger s areeiitire, most of them want 
jthe right front tooth of the upper jaw. Governor Phil- 
lip resembling them in this respect, pointed out the 
agreement, which occasioned a. general clamour: and 
It is probable be derived some consequence,, in their 
eyes, from this corresponding defect. . The cartil^e of 
tlieir nostrils is also perforated, as described by Cap- 
tain Cook, and through this they thrust a long boneor 
itick, by way of ornament, which the sailors ludicrously 
call their sprit-sail yard. Some of the old-auen, how- 
ever, had neitlier this ornament, nor wanted a tooth; 
80 tliat these may be the marks of distinction^. Wiiere 
clothfs are not wop, the body must bear the badges 
of dignity. 

Several ojf tliese people had their skin raised inte 
small vesicles, appearmg full of wind ; and their bodies 
were artificially scarred in various parts. Even- the head 
is sometimes marked with these disgustmg scars; and 
one person seemed to take a particular pride in shew- 
.ing his acquired deformities, as if they entitled him to 
honour. . . 

The females had a degree of timidity aboat them, 
which kept them genei-ally at a distance; not thajt. they 
, appeared to feel any impropriety in being in a stat£ of 
nature, but probably from the natural reserve of their 
sex, or the fear of offending the men, by wJmuxi they 
were evidently kept in great subordination. 

The natives were observed to fish with hooks made 
of the internal sur&ci&of a shelly i;^$embiing mother of 

* A traveller of cf edit informs us, that a tribe of Hotten- 
'tots, near Orange River, have all lost the first joint of the 
' little iinger; but among them a reason for this is given, that 
. it is a cars for a particular disorder to which thej are subject. 
It would he a singular coincidenGe, to find that the n«ti?es of 
, h^yv Holland UM this ampuudonon the same accouat. 
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pm^ anxl liiey are not deficient in dexterity in this art, 
irwn whieii they derive their principal subsistence^ 

In expkning a part of Broken Bay^ the boat found 
some di^calty-in iandit^ which being observed by ati 
old man and a y(nitli> they appeared solicitous to render 
the strangers any assistance^ and ran and fetched some 
Jre to warm tlieini. As it rained hard, the old man 
beckoned two of the oHieers to a cave, which he en* 
ter^ himsetf) and invited tliem to follo^v ; but his mo- 
lives being suspected, though probably without reascm, 
•they declined las invitation. He aflerwards> hoatever,' 
shewed his f rioodly attention ; and in a short time, when 
the governor came to the spot^ he entertained him with 
a 'dance and a song. Several presents were made 
this sociable savage» which he received with abundant 
satisfaction; bat he soon found means to steal a 
•spade, ami was caught in the fact. The governor, 
thinking it necessary to evince his displeasure* pushed 
bhn away in seeming anger> and pointed to the spade 
a» the cause. This at once destroyed thar harmony. 
The c^d noan instantly seized a spear, and advancing to 
tile goV6RM>r> seenied* determined to strike; but seeing 
Jiis threats occasioned no alarm, lie perhaps reflected on 
•his teaierityy and desisted from the attempt. His cou-* 
rage» however> was emimmtly con^icuous; for, when 
he meditated the assault, the governor was not alone* 
indeed, from several occitrrences, the natives of this 
coast dio not appear deficient in natural bravery. Next 
day tke old manirepeated hi^ visit, in company witli se- 
veral «f Ins countryaien ; but, to convince htm of his 
tauh, be was little noticed, while his companions were 
presented with various articles agreeable to them. 

Having thus gained some partial knowledge of the 

country and.inh2d[»itru.i«, the governor returned to the 

• fiettfeinent by sea, though it was lus intention to have 

proceeded by land, had not the incessant rains rendeied 

tliis ttnpieaaant* 

. On the lOtb of Marob, M. de la Feyroose left Bo- 
Vox*. XI. R 
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tany Bay. He had previously tbrwawted klteft te-Cie* 
veriior P^Up, to be deliveied to liie Ffeneh soubassti* 
dor at tbe English cottrt. Both parties were too busy 
to have much intercourse; but some friendly vi^were 
paid the French, who behaved with their usiial pohto- 
tiess and hospitality. A few of the convkta ibund 
means to present themselves to thel'rcnch comm^ore, 
-and vequested admissicm into liis ships; but with a due 
• sense of honour, he rejected their suit* While these vesseb 
iay at Botany Bay, they lost Father le Receveur, who was 
enga^ as naturalist on board the A^olabe. He bad re- 
ceived some wotinds in tlie unfortunate afiiray, inwfaieii 
the captain of that ship was kilWd, which atiterwarcb 
proved his death. A slight monumental inscription Has 
put up to his memory, wliich the uatives soon ^tdroyed; 
but Gova-noT Phillip caused the dame words to be eo- 
.graven on copper, and afiis^ed to a neifshboHciflig tree. 
It seems that M. de la Peyrouae had paid a simikr tri- 
bute of respect to the memory of Captain Clarke, at 
the harbour of St. Peteir and St. Paul, in JKani^Gbatka. 
it is with i^easin^e we record these instances of gea^ous 
pfaikulthropy between rival nations. Would iheywcre 
iHiorc frequent! 

On llie 19th of MaJfch, Licut^nsoit Bail« in the Sup- 
ply, arifved frocn Norfolk Island, which Ihe detachmtnt 
liad reached on the 29tii of February ; btit weie fi« 
days before they cOnkl imd a proper landkig'tpkGe for 
the stores aud provbions. This island being environed 
by Toeks, it is difficult even for a man to get aa shore. 
Ho^ever^ »t last they foimd a proper station, and the 
<*onimandant wrote a very faypurahie account ol the 
app^rance of his new teixitofy. ^ 

Norfolk Island is about ses«n leagues m eircatnfe* 
renoe, and is evidently of volcanic on^. Of .the en- 
ter thei« are still some tra^ on the summit of a smail 
mountun, sear Hie centre of the island, which obtained 
the name of Mount Pitt. Its whole estcot is covered 
^ith the nobiest pmes iu tbe wodd, and Ibe ikafaiieis of 
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die soil is admosl be^r ood belief. Gram aad garden seeds 
vegetated most luxuriantly, except such as Jbad been iu» 
jured by carnage, or the weevil. 

Tbis island is extreiaely well watered, aad near 
Mount Pitt a strai^yj;;^ and copious stream talces its rise^ 
whidi is capaUe of turning inills. The climate is most 
deligiidul and salubrious ; and the 'winter is so miki^ 
that Tcgetalicm receives no chetk from it» but one crop 
succeeds another. Verdure is perpetual: but not a* 
blade of gruss i^as to be seen. The animals, however, 
throve v^y weii on the leaves ot' plants, trees, md 
shmbs. 

Tke trees were so bound togetber by sapple^jack, 
that it was cUiiicult to p^etrate them: nevertheless die 
commandant and. his little party soon cleared a smalL 
spot, where tlie necessai7 buHdiags were •erected, and 
esculent plants sown; .Barley and wheat,^as tax. as liie 
soil had been deared, prospered beyond description; 
but the seed of tlie latter having been injured, a deii«' 
ciency in qiiantky was the natural consetqfoence. At 
this period, however, it is probable, that every incon^ 
venienoe of that kind is done away, &nd that the na* 
tural fertiUty of the soil is not impeded by accidental 
causes^ 

. Fish and turtle abound on the coa^ ; and the woods 
are peopled by innumerable tribes of birds of the most 
beantifiii plumage. GvuBea^^dwls, generally witite, are 
plentiful anil tame. The principal esculent vegetables 
are the cabbage-palm, the wild plantain, the fern-tree ; 
and a. kind of wild spinach. 

But the most valuable productions, by hx, are the 
pines, and the ilax plant. The pines arrive at a magni-- 
tude unusual i|i any other part of the world; some of 
them 4U«-one hundred and sixty, or even one hundred 
and eighty iect in height, and mae or ten feet in dia» 
meter, at the bottom of the trunk. Itiey frequently 
rise to eighty feet without a brauch ; and the wood is 
s^d to be of tiie best qnality, a|id adapted for masts or 
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i^rs. The turpentine obtained from them is remaik-^ 
able for its purity and vhiteness. 

'Hie flax plant is still more extraordmary. Its leaves 
resemble flags, and'of them, with very litik fyrqi&ra- 
tion, cordage and apparel may be made. This i^ua« 
ble plant is perennial, and has a btdhons root. It i& 
very common in New Zealand, as well as in NorfoUr 
island, »id has been particidarly descrS>ed in Captain 
Cook's Voyages. 

One disadvantage, however^ attends Norfolk Island, 
which is the want of a good landing«place. A midship^ 
man and four men were unfortunately lost in the surf, 
soon after Lieutenant King arrived at this spot; but it 
is probable, that subsequent examinations of the coast 
have brought to light a better spot to land at, than whal 
was flrsit diseovered and used. 

Rats are the only quadrupeds found here; and from 
tiiese and the ants some damage to the diflerent crops 
was reasonably apprehended ; but on the wliole, this 
island promises to be an acquisition of some conse- 
quence. 

In his passage to Norfolk Island, Lteutjenant Ball dis^ 
covered an uninhabited island in latitude SI deg. 36 
min. south, which he named after Lord Howe4 On 
examination, the shores were found to abound inviurtie, 
but to ilimish no good anchorage. Part of this new 
discovery rise^ to a great height, and B^y he seen at a 
vast distance. 

. To facilitate the cultivation of Norfdlk Island, a far^ 
ther detachment was sent out from Port Jackson, coin 
sisting of an oflicer and eight marines, twenty male, and 
ten female, convicts. But from this digression w« must 
return to the settlement at Sydney Cove. 
* During the month of March, som<K of the transports 
were unloaded, and discharged ; and the rest virere of 
course detained, till the store-houses were completed to 
receive the cargoes. 

On the 1 5th of April, the governor set out on another 
excursion into the country, attended by several oflicers 
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aad^a party of jnariues. They ianaed qjt Shell Cove, 
near tlie uortlurn entrance of the iiarbour. Proceeding 
m tills direction, they airived at a large lake, surrounded 
by niorasseSr On tliis lake they observed a black swan, 
^iiichy though proverbially rare in other countries, is 
not uDconmujii here. It is a very beautiful species : the 
>viugs are edged with white, and the bill is tuiged with 
reiL 

So many swamps and bogs impeded their progress 
in this quarter, that it Was three days before they got 
to linn t^oiuid. Ahnost all the morasses are occasiour 
ed by the overflowing of the springs ; and nothing morq 
fully evhice^ the improv^ucnls that ci>1iizaUou and 
agriculture introduce, tiian tlie contemplation of such 
i^ceucs, where the labour and ingenuity of man have 
never been exerted to reciaiui the soil. lii process of 
time, there is no doubt, tliat corn may wave and cattle 
feed, where at hrst it was sCfUrcely possible for mm) to 
penetrate, 

Beiiind these low marsliy grounds, they came to rocks 
and barren tracks. Tlie hills, however, were covered 
\l'itlr fluweriug shmbs; aiid at the di:>tance of tifteeii 
iniles from tlie sea-^ctiast, they had an enchanting vie\^ 
of tiie mountaips in the interior. The various ridges 
of these obtained tlie a|>pellations of Carmurlhei^ 
Landsdowu> and Richmond Hills, it appeared proba- 
ble, tliat a cfUisiderable streaui flowed bet^veej^ these. 
mountains ; but the stock of provisions being spentj^ tlie, 
governor returi^ed without fartlier exan;ination. 

The governor made ar,other tour of tlie country sooi^ 
after, landmg in a diflerent part of the harbour. At 
first they liad open country; bikt in a sliort thiie arrived 
%t thickets, wliich rendered their passage, in tliat direct 
tion, uupracticable. They were no^w obliged to keep 
close to tlie baid&s of a small creek, by which mea^is 
they passed the cover; and for the three succeeding d»ys 
pursued a westward course. The country was delight-, 
fully fine, for the most part campaign, or rising into 
gentle cmuDeaceSi which had a v^ry elegant and pig 

R3 
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turesquc appearance. The trees grow at coiisid^tabk* 

intervals, and were entirely free from underwood. 

On the 5th day they reached the top of an ascent, 
from which they had a prospect of Carmarthen and 
Landsdown Hills. This landscape was so beautifal, 
that the governor called it Bellevue. Being still, as 
they conjectured, about thirty miles from the moun- 
tains, which they proposed to reach, and being furnish* 
cd with no more than six days' provisions, it was again 
found necessary to return. 

Tliey had now experienced the difficulty of making 
any distant excursions in this country. Deep ravines, 
and other unexpected obstacles, frequently diverted 
them from their course ; and it was fdund impossible to 
ascertain what time might be required in passing a cer- 
tain track. The present excursion had taken up five 
days, and, in a direct line, it was supposed tliey were 
not more than thirty miles from the coast. They were 
able, however to return in a day and a half, from having 
marked the trees as they passed, and pursuing the same 
path. 

^ Prjepossessed with a belief, that the knowledge of the 
comitry would well repay them fdr farther attempts at 
explor mg it, another expedition was projected, in which 
, it was determined, if possible, to reach Landsdown 
Hills, where they thought it probable they might fall in 
with a river of such magnitude as would facilitate their 
communication with the iiiland parts; but the indiffer- 
ent health of the governor, who had been injured by 
sleeping on the wet ground, delayed the prosecution of 
the journey," 

The country last explored, appeared so well calcula- 
ted for cultivation, that it was resolved to send a de- 
tachment to settle there as soon as circumstances wcm!* 
permit. But though the soil was naturally so fertile, 
it was matter of astonishment, how the natives could 
procure subsist^ce, as they were ignorant of the means' 
of deriving any advant; ges fn.m local situations, how- 
ever propitious, Oa tl e coast, indeed, they priocipallj 
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fiulisuit on fish ; but in the interior parti, th^ English, 
with the assistance of fire-arms, could scarcely procure 
game for more than half their necessary support. Yet 
the appearance of temporary huts, proved beyond a 
doubt, that these parts were frequented by the natives. 
Near one of -the huts, the bones of a kanguroo were dis- 
covered, and a pi^ce of a root, resembling that of the 
feriK-tree, was picked op, which seemed as if it had been 
recently chewed. None of the inhabitants, however, 
were seen in these excursions ; they either fled the ap- 
proach of the strangers, or concealed themselves. 

Indeed it is likely, that the natives are few in num- 
ber, in tlie inland places ; and exiled from the society 
on the coasts : for it can scarcely be a matter of choice, 
to fix their habitations where the supplies of life are so 
few and precarious. 

The lAts were constructed of single pieces of bark, 
about eleven feet long, and from four to six broad, bent 
in the middle, and set up so as-io form an acute angle. 
These may perhaps afford shelter from the ram, or con-* 
ccal them from the beasts for which they lie in wait. 
The bark of many trees appeared deeply cut, to faci£- 
late cli^ibtng, and in several of them were holes, which 
had been originally formed by some animal, and en*< 
larged by the natives. The kanguroo, the opossum, 
and the s<iuirrel, take refuge in these places, and the' 
natives surprise them in their retreats. 

The remains of fires were visible in several places } 
but no bones of fish near them, on which the natives 
had fed. Uow they subsist, therefore, must be left to 
future discovery. ' Kanguroos were* frequently seen> but 
they were very shy, and difficult to be shot. Yet these 
animals were more numerous near the encaoipment than 
in any other place. 

This singular animal resembles the jerboa, in its pro* 
gressive motion ; but the pouch of the finnale connects 
it with the opossum genus. The different specimens- 
brought to Eileland, vary much hi sisse. One has beenr 
shot thai* weighed one hundred ^ad iotty pounds. The 
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longest measured eight teet live inches froiki the tip of 
the nose to the extremUy of the tail. The greatest cir-* 
fsumfereace is round the bottom of Uie. belly' and hips, 
the upper parts gradually tapering. The fore legs mea- 
sured nineteen inches; the hind ones three feet seven 
inches. The tail ^was two feet and three quarters, 
pretty thick towards tlie rump, and tapering downwards, 
The ears, for the most part, ^tand erect, and the head 
somewhat resembles that of a fawn. The fore i^ are 
furnished with live toes, armed witii claws, but being 
so much shorter tiiau the hind legs, are of no use in 
wsdking, but are merely employed in digging holes, and 
bringing tbod to the uiouth. The hinder legs are very 
strong; and when sitting, the animal rests on them, the 
rump being elevated some inches from the ground. 
The hind toes are only three in number, the middle? 
ipost of which is very long. The tail is generally car- 
lied erett; and the general colour of tlie skin is a pale 
brown, inclining to ash. , 

There is reason to believe, that this animal is pecm 
liar to New liollaud, ami being the largest of its qtiacl<! 
fupecb, hitherto discovered, a more particular descriih 
(ion o£it is necessary, than of the other parts of aiii* 
mated nature. 

From the vety conformation of the kanguroo, it ap* 
pe^rs, that its progressive, motion can only be by leaps, 
whicii have been Juiown to exceed twoity feet at once, 
^nd this so often repeated, as almost to distance a fleet 
greyhound. It is capable of bounding over obstacles 
ten feet high, with the greatest ease ; and w hen over-, 
laken by a dog, its strength is so great, and its resolu- 
tion so firm, that it generally releases itBelf. In eoeoun-. 
ters of this kind, it uses its tail mth great force. It is 
therefore generally shot by Europeans; but the native^ 
have the art of catclibig it. It s^ms tp, be gregarious, 
finding in flock9 of twenty or thirty; and one is ob- 
aerved to be always stationed on the watch, at some 
distance, when tlie rest are thus employe^ 

Yoim^ IguiguroajQ W^ b^en ts^keo^ Nvlky:h ioi % fefi 
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days g^w very taine, but they seldom Iwed long; pro* 
bably irom an ignorance io supplying them >vith their 
proper food. 

In the last«nienti<med excursion, the dung of a gra- 
minivoioas animal was seen; which, it was supposed, 
could not be less than a horse ; but no traces of the 
animal itself were perceived. It is not probable, how-^ 
fy^Ff that this could belong io the kanguroo, unless 
it arrives at a size beyond what has hitherto been ob« 
served. 

Though the natives of New Holland have made sa 
little progress in the uaefid arts, as not to attempt to 
clothe themselves, they are not without some ideas o£ 
sculpture* In every excursion governor Phillip made, 
he saw figures of men, animals, and weapons, engraved 
*> on the rocks with characteristic rudeness. On the top 
of one of the hills, tbe figure of a man in a dancing at- 
titude wa3 pot badly ctxpressed. That the imitative 
arts should precede those of utility, is a phenomenon m 
the history of man ; but the progress of the hiimaa 
mind is sometimes so desultory, as to set theory at de<^ 
fiance.r 

It was seldom found, that they could proceed a quar^ 
ter of a mile, without seeing trees that had been on fire« 
As violent thunder storms are not unfrequent, tome of 
these may have been fired b^ the lightning; but it.ia^ 
certain, that the natives never are at the trouble of ex-t 
.tittguishing a fire they have once kindled, so that it 
eith» communicates its flames to the tree, or accident 
tally goes out. . ^ 

On his return from this expedition, the governor had 
the inortification to find, that five ewes and a lamb had 
been killed veiy near the camp, in the middle of the 
day. This accident* it was conjectured, arose from tho 
dogs of the natives; but the real cause was never knq^n. 
The loss, however, was serious, a$ it could not be sooa 
r^laced. 

In the beginning of May, three of the transports 
wUch had been cleared, sailed ibr Chma ; and tli^ S\;^« 
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p}y w?is sent out to Lord Howe's Island for tmtie; k 
hopes of checking the scurvy, whieh made a rapid pro- 
gress among the settlers. 

• By this time, with great labour and as^uity, eight 
or ten acres had been ckared^ and wece sown .with bar* 
ky and wheat. Such iwas the first agrienlturad attempt, 
iti a country vrher^, we are now told, volimteer. settlers 
are likely to make a competent fortune in a few years, 
by tiie tills^e of the groiuid alone. 

On the 25th of May, the Supply returned, but had 
felled iu proctidag any turtle. She liad' met, with 
aqually weather, and had sustained some damage, but 
hot of great importance. 

. About this time, one of the convicts^ who had stray* 
ed to some distance in search of vegetables, returned 
daiigei-ousiy wounded. He reported that one of his 
associates, who had gone out on the same errand, had 
been wounded iii'tbe head, and carried off. A shirt 
and hat, both pierced with spears, were afterwards 
found in one of the huts of the natives ; but no farther 
intelligence could be procured. It is too probs^le, that 
the convicts had been the original aggressors, though 
this was strenuously denied by tlie person who made 
his escape. 

. On the 30th of May, two men employed m collect* 
Ing rushes for thatciiing, were found dead. One of 
them had foni; speiirs in his body ; the other was whh-* 
out any extenial marks of violence. These victims of 
their own indiscretion, had been seen with a canoe, 
which they had taken from one of the fishing 'stations. 
Such misfortunes were feelingly lamented by the gover- 
nor, as they frustrated his plan of conciliating tlie afiec** 
tions of the natives, and es^blisliing a friendly inter* 
course with them. 

• Tlie tools which the rush-rcutters used being carried 
away, tlie governor thought they might lead to some 
discovery. He therefore went out with a sm$dl party, 
and landed at tfie spot where the men were killed ; but 
after traversing the country for t^yeuty miles, he>amved 
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At Botasy Bay^ witiiaiitso much as procuntig a sigM 
of aiiy ^* tlic Motives. Hercj however, they perceived 
about tweaty canoes engaged in iisfaing ; and ivfaen tlie 
fires were made and preparations set about for eiicamp*^ 
lag during the night, it was supposed that aonie of tlie 
people would Imve joined them ; but none appeared^ 
Kext mproing^ thoii^i Mty canoes were dra%vii i^p on 
the beach, not an individual petson was to be seen. 

Tiie governor had noiv resoiived to return ; but as he 
was proceeding along the sea-coast, he fdli in with a 
nuuieroits party of the inhabitants, near the mouth of 
a cave, and was within ten yards of them before tli^ 
were perceived. Tlie natives were armed, and one of 
them advandug, seemed to caution the English to re- 
tire; but when governor Phillip stepped forivard to 
meeX him alone and witliout weapons, he assmned a 
friendlv confidence. 

In a few minules tbey were sm-roimded by more tlian 
two hundred men ; but no signs of treachery were per- 
ceived ill this interview^ nor any wish to take advantage 
of the superiority of numbers. The moment friendshq» 
was oHered, they laid down their weapons, and joined 
the party in tke^most aaaicahie nmnner. Numbers of 
women and cliiklren were afterwai*ds brought down by 
the men, and accepted such presents as were given 
them. 

Among these people nothbg yms observed that could 
point them out as being concerned in the murder and 
robbery of the rush^utters ; and the goveni^r had a 
fresh proof of the propriety of trtotiug them with a 
proper degvee of confidence^ For had he hesitated a 
aomaDt in shewmg a friendly di^osition, a rencountinr 
anust have ensued^ and the consequences might have 
been iatal« 

Near Ihis place th^ i$aw a superior stream of water 
to any Jiitheito discovered. 

Ab old man, seeing the £iiglish purposed to advance^ 
tnade fiigas that he might be albwod to go before them. 
Haying ascended a lull, he mikd out> ludding up both 
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his hands, the asiial -expressidn of ainity; to s^i^ tc» 
his countrymen in the next core, that friends were com- 
ing. The governor, ho^ever> did not descend to that 
cove, where he saw about fnty men assembled. The 
cause of such numbers beii^ collected was unknown; 
.for it was calculated that tlKy- constitute a very con*> 
siderable portion <^the mhabitants of a,great«xtent of 
coast. 

In crossing the hills in their way to Port Jackson, 

smoke was seen on the top of Landsdown Hill, a .proof 

that the country is inhabited so far. back, which was 

calculated to be fifty miles from the sea. 

. On a farther investigation of the fate, of the ruslr-cut» 

ters, there appeared reason to suppose that one of thtf 

•natives had been murdered and several wounded, before 

4he catastrophe to<^ place. This belief induced the 

governor to offer emancipation to any convict who 

^should discover the aggressors ; but nothing iaxther 

transpired. 

It has been mentioned that several of thejsheep were 

.<iestroyed ; and they now experienced a heaider loss in 

two bulls and tour cows straying into the wpods ; where 

.they were traced to some distance^ butnevei:n:ecovered. 

His maje<rty's birth-day was kept with due festivity^ 

.iauid all were indulged with a rmiission froni labour. 

At sun-rise the ships of war fired a roval salute, and 9% 

noon the marines^ being drawn up,, salated with three 

« vollies. At sun-set the same lionours were repeated by 

the ships, and bonfires threw alnstre on the night. That 

.every person might participate in the general joy^ the 

.:ibur con^cts, who had been banished to a-smail island 

in the centre of the harbour, te<^ived a fiill pardon; and 

tit is probably the^ was.not a heavy heart among them 

in this distant part of his majesty's dominions.- 

On.the U^s>f June, >they felt a slight shock of an 

earthquake, which lasted only two or three seconds. 

,^1 he governor at first took it for the r^ort of guns fired 

at a great distance; bnt ftom the testimony of aU^ the 

Ileal eaiuse was s^on cBscoioeredt > 
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' '[Vo'days after, a cmiviet whoT had been guilty of a 
tobbery, absconded ;• but soon after returned, as he 
found it impossible to subsist in the woods. He said 
that one of the natives gave him a fish, and made signs 
for him to go away ; that afterwards he fell in with a 
party of the natives, who would have roasted him ; - but 
that he made his escape. He actually pretended to 
have seen a human body lyhig on the fire; but little 
credit ought to be given to sucb an authority* 

With more semblance of truth, he reported, that the 
inhabitants were in great dbtress for food, and that he 
had seen four of them aj^arently perishing of hunger, 
who made signs for something to eat. l%is man was 
tried for his ofience^ pleaded guilty, and suffered with ' 
another criminal. 

The settlers had now be<»i^long enough here to ascer- 
tain, that though the nec^ty of subsisting so long on 
salt provisions, and their exposed situation, had brought 
on the scurvy, yet that th^. climate in itself was mild 
and salubrious. Heavy rains had indeed fiillen aboijt ^ 
the changes of the moon in the winter months ; but 
there bad been no season that could be called rainy. 
Violent storms of thunder and lightning sometimes hap- 
pened; .but as the country begins to be cleared, these 
will be less frequent, and the general healthinei^ of the 
place will be increased. 

The variation of the thermometer in the shade, fre- 
quently amounted^to 33 deg. between eight in the morn- 
ing and two in the afternoon. It s(»Qetuues stood at 

upwards of 80. 

An account of the stale of the cplonists? health being 
delivered in, on the last day of Jutic^ by thf surgeon, it 
t^'as found that eight marines^ and eighty-one convicts 
and diildrcn, had died from the time of embarkation; 
that thirty-six ^ the military were under medical treat, 
ment, and sixty-six of the convicts. He farther stated^ 
that fifty^two convicts were unfit for labour^ from old 
age, or iirfinnitics. Many of the sick, however, wereip 
aconvalescwit state* 

Voi. XI. » 
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Wbeo Aeyfifst lauded, t«» tti»y be weK 6ii|)^cMed,.tk 
ckief c^re of tiie sovernpr w«9 to erect teiupQnuy a» 
couuttodatimia^ oa tbe spot tiisxl presented itseif 99 &ee4 
from imp^diuieats* No reg idarity could be expected; 
bixi tbe Idea of coiftvenieooe uokedto order, y/%» waaa 
^t liberty to e){|i9tMi ; and by degrees, ferge spucses mn 
«penM* lines maf ked* wd a |»bua draiwp out for faim 
4»peratioi&s. 

The lioes of streets and public buildings were Don 
tmcedy io siich «^ Kituatioi} as to adudt of a fiiee circuia- 
tioa of air, the coxweiueoce of water^ and otber cmh 
lortii, wfaiiih are requisite in a pennaiie^t setCtetBent 

Tbe first k«ts, of course, were of pensliabk luatedad[^ 
hehg clii^y constructed of tbe soft ivood of the cab^ 
bage-palm, or even of posts, ^vattled and pbiisteretL 
Barraefcs and huts were ttft^nivaids formed of nioie du- 
rable nsAl^riais. Stone buildings luigbl ea$i|y hav^ bees 
raised ; but tb^ want of lune to make mortar was a great 
bindraoee. They &und Mou& 0^' tbree di^erent kiiuk: 
pne wm equal to tbnt of Portland, % second sort ^us 
fund, or fire^tooe, and Jiie third tod a mixture of irusu 

No duilk or liw» c&i4d be IbuiMii. A sinall building 
ior the governor waa oemented with oyster shells bumt; 
l^ut tl\ere wexe too tew to tuswer any geneiul puqxfie. 
CrPOd cky for brii:ka u produced near Sydney Cove, 
and has been successfully used t$nr that jyurpose. Tbr 
Wood appears 2iot ill adapted tbr building; it k heavy 
indeed, but finn^^giitined, apud free from knots. 

Sydney Cov« iies open, to thenf»tb*east, andextecds 
hi a south-west directiou for near one thousand yard% 
^rddnaUy decieamg* froin the width of one thousand 
iour kimdmi ^t, iW jt terndnntes in a PQint, where it 
jieceives a swall stue^m of fteah w«ter* Tlie anchorage 
jexteads a consi d<>ral)le way up the Co^ne, ond is secure 
4rain ail nMds. Ships nan lie abooi^ ckise^lo the slioce; 
jDor are there any rooks or shallows to render the navi^ 
jgation daqgeseua. Thus theisituatiQn on the whole h 
m^ eligihbd as jcap, he desieed ; and $bew8 ijbe dpscerur 
meut of the governor in making thct sdeciMb 
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' .Mefds <^ various .kinds appear to abound in the vi* 
ci»ity of th« aettlemenf ; but the want of sirsane scientific 
posoQ^ la describe and arrange tl» naturai prfvdiictioiis, 
both aaimale and idanimate, was deosibiy Mt at firhU 
A cosmcU wbo bad iwtriied in tlia lead mines, posv* 
ti^y a£iBitd^ tbat tbe grouttd, tvfaicb they had beeo 
ckanugy containsd a large quantity of tkit ore ; and 
cc^er wa» suppoaed to Me under some rocks» whieb 
mi been bkftvn ap in sinksEsg a ceiiar. 

Wbere they dog for water^ ia some places, the^ found 
sabstance wUeb i»ai taken ibr anetal; b«t after sub* 
nitling it to tbe k>iig;««0aaliMMd «da»a ai fii«, it tvas 
floqweled to ht black lead*. Tbe pigineot, eailed Spa^ 
usb b«eii4H ift found in gi^at abondance ; and the white 
day, with wbick the natives etnament tbems^es, in th«i 
epiainn of tbe Abb^ Reeeveur, mn^t be fomi^d, \i itb 
some previotB c«re» into poreelasn. 

Sycbe; Ce^ ae«ns to possess e^^iflpy b>cal advantaga 
that can arise from a fine climate, a soS naturally good, 
and an exception from wbaterar esEn shorten ^e period 
of lift, or les^ii its fdeasures. All tbe plants wad fruiH 
tbat bad been broi^bt from Rrasil and tbe Cape^ 
wrtbottt damage, flourished as in tlwir native beds. 
European yegelables likewise arme at great perfection. 
The viue^ it is probable, with fb»9 culture, may in time 
produce the choicest juice; and in future ages, it may 
perbapa b^ reckcmed a luxury at the tables of Euro-r 
pean opulttice. 

Tbe rank grass under tbe trees bad a dekterious 
effect OB the sheep, tiiat were suffered to gra«e on it ; 
bat such as were kept close to their pens and fed there, 
were preserved. Hogs and poultry not only thrive, but 
nult^y very fast; a^ there is no reason to apprehend 
but cTery species of domestk animate will prosper and 
becfme produdive* 

Wbea matters were settled m the immediate vicinity 
t^ Sydney Cove, the governor sent a sniidl detachment 
to cultivate the ground at the upper end of port Jack^^ 
•Qr^ ^hicb ia one of bis excmraions he bad f<!^und 8<s 
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iveii ^apted for that purpose. Ttiis flpot&as olitasnd 
the a[^Uation of Rose Hill. "" ^ * 

After various unimportant transactions, thougli uni- 
formly beneficial to the inta^ests of the in^t cdony, 
the natives, who had always been treated with the great- 
est indulgence/ as far as the authority of the governor 
eoold prevail, but whose entire confidence it was foand 
knpossible to gain, made an attempt to wrest by force; 
what certainly did not belong to theai. On the $tb of 
July, a fishing-party of the English leaving drawn the 
seine, the natives violently seized the greatest part of 
the fish, while a more numerous body of ftem stood 
with their spears ready poised. The coekswaiii 
very prudently permitted them to satisfy themselves, 
and thus hostilities were prevented. Orders had beoi 
given to allow the natives a share of whatever might be 
caught when they were present ; and till this time thc^ 
had been apparently well satisfied with what had been 
yoluntarily given ^em. Hard necessity, and the resent- 
ment they felt, for the encroachments made on then- 
fishing station,, might drive them to tins de^rate act 
No notice viras taken of the aggression ; but a stroiuer 
force in future was always sent witli the bolit, which 
tepded to prevent a repetition of the injury. 

About the middle of July, the governor went out 
witii a small party to examine the land between port 
Jackson and Broken Bay. In this quarter, many hmn 
dreds of acres were fre^ from trees, and in a state fa- 
vourable to cultivation* ' Proceeding as far as Pitt Wa« 
Iter, he saw several of the natives, but none of tbesi 
jmned him. When the party, however, returned totlie 
boats, they found about sixty men, women, and diil- 
dren, assembled tliere. In this society somelioars were 
spent in a peaceful and amicable manner; but though 
the natives did not appear uneasy in the company of 
the English, they, always manifested satis&ction when 
they were about to leave them. At this time many of 
the women Avere employed in fishing, a service they conn 
monly perfonn. Two of these were observid to bt 
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9CtlMd br tiifecMM on tbe shooUer like fhe nten^ a cir- 
curastaskee not hitherto observed ta any otiier ifiuiales oq 
this€oa«t. 

While the governor and his party were out on their 
cxcfursion, the sailors, who waited to guard the boats, 
ohflerved two bodies of the natives, consisting of about 
<Hie hundred men each^ who drew up on ofiposite sides, 
and at first seemed to be amusing themselves wkh their 
qpcats, whkh they buried at each other by way of ex- 
ercise, ttfliqg their shields as a defence. In a short tiine, 
however, matters assumed a more .serious aspect, and 
the vraflwn were seen running up and doivn hi great 
diatfess» and shridiing violently. After all, it did not 
appenr that any of tbe m^ were killed ; and it ia liliely 
the fears of tlie iemalas might misinteipret the intention 
of the axercise in vhich tlw men were engaged* 

S<K>n after liis return, governor Phillip set out again 
io ea^lore fte coasT towards Botifeiy Bay. In tliis 
journey, few of the inhabitants were seen, but many 
f»t>ofr were observed of the d^tressns they laboured 
under from a scarcity of food. In the summer season 
they shewed a dainty taste in fish, rejecting some kinds 
with disdah) ; but now a young whale, which had been 
driven on the coast^ had bean gmedily devoured by« 
tliem. They barely scorch the outside of their ii&h. 
he^re they eal it ; and they prq)are the feru-root in a 
similar manner. 

From various observations, it appears, that the natives 
frequently change their situation; but it has not been 
perceived that they perform periodical migrations either 
in summer or winter. Intent solely on procuring the 
meana of subsistence, a task more than sufHcient, at 
times, to employ aM their ingenuity and exertion, thev 
stem to have no local attadunents, except when lisn 
and food may be had in tbe greatest abundance and 
with the greatest ease. 

The few specimens of larts they possess, are generally 
such, as the necessitv of their situations have 1 forced 
npon ibf&a^ Thau* ^int-tackie is not ^aitfaout marks 

S3' 
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of ingenuity. The twine of which their ilets isdiadc; 
appears to be composed of the fibres of the flax plaal; 
with very little preparation ; but twisted so as to lendo^ 
it firm and strong. The meshes of these nets consist 
of large loops, very artificially inserted into each other; 
bttt without any knX>ts. It has been said, that they are 
formed on the very same fHincipie as the ground of point 
lace, except that there is only one turn of the twine, 
instead of two in every loop. Their fish-hooks, canoes, 
and other in^lements, are not ill adapted to their ie» 
^pective destinations. 

These people have few ornammts, except what aire 
impressed on the body itself, or laid on by way of paint« 
The men keep their beards short, as b suppoeed, by 
singeing them. They sometimes hang the teetir of dogs 
and of other animals, in their hair, and even the claws 
of lobsters. 

Though destitute of clothes, they are by no maad 
ins^nsibte to the cold, and have a great dislike to rain. 
During a shower, they have been observed to cover 
their heads with bark, and to shiver extremely. The 
governor, from these circumstances, was led to think, 
that clothes would be very accq)table to them, Aould 
they ever be brought to terms of social intercourse with 
the English. 

From the habitual shyness of the natives, governor 
Phillip found it difiicult to acquire any perfect know* 
ledge of their institutions and customs. It appears they 
bum their dead ; for, on opening a kind of rude grave, 
a jaw-bone was found unconsumed ; and on a farther 
investigation of these barrows, ashes were generally seen. 
From the manner in which these ashes were deposited, 
it af^peared that the body must have been laid lengths 
ways, and only raised sufiiciently to allow fire to be put 
under it. Fern is usoally sjuread on the surface, and 
pressed down by a few stones. 

The New Hollanders seem to practise the virtue of 
honesty to the full, in their intercourse with each other. 
They leave their qpeass, implements, and canoes^ on the 
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htneh, ii^ith 4e tnost^unsu^ecting confidence; a pioof 
that they have not been used to be defrauded. SoniQ 
of the convicts, however, earfy taught them that they 
had BOW another kind of people to deal ^ith. These 
frequently carried off articles belonging to the natives,^ 
in cie&ance of the strict regulations that were establish* 
cd; and to their conduct, the reserve of the inhabitants 
may reasonably be ascribed. It is likevvise probable, 
that they soon learned to distinguish these free-booters 
by their blue and yellow jackets, as they did the soldiers 
by their red clothes; and on straglers of the former des^ 
cription, they occasionally wreaked their vengeance. 

No attempt, however, was made to fire the grass or 
corn, which must have brought down destruction on 
thein. For though policy and humanit^r recommended 
the mildest conduct towards the natives, and a degree 
of forgiveness for slight offences, an attempt of this kind 
ivas of too serious a nature to have been overlooked^. 
and would have justified the severest measures. Let 
us hope, however, that the natives of this coast, will 
live in peace and amity with our cotfntrymen, and in 
the revolution of years, be brought to civilization and 
refinement, by the generous exertions and examplefr of 
Briti^s. Let us hope too, that the outcasts of society 
among ourselves, may be induced, by their conduct ia 
a place where they are removed from the usual tenipta* 
tions, to endeavour to redeepi their character, and re- 
gain their forfeited rights. 

From the most recent accounts received from this 
quarter, it appears that the settlers are rapidly advanc- 
ing in agriculture, apd reariiig of cattle, and that the 
colony promises not only to repay the original expence 
and ridk, but to be ultimately beneficial and advantage* 
ous to the mother country. 

From a piece of clay imported from* Sydney Cove, 
the ingenious.Mr. Weogewood caused a medallion to 
be mcKlelled, representing Hope, encouraging Art and 
Labour, under the influence of Peace, to pursue the 
means of giving security and happiness to the infant 
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setUeuieatb The following exquisitely bc»ulifii^ verses, 
in.alli>sioii to this medallion, were written by Dr« Darwin, 
and we caimot deny purselves the pleasure of copying 
them. 

VISIT OF HOPE TO SYDNEY GOVE. 

Where Sydney Cove her lucid bosom swells, 
Courts her young ii»ivies and the storm repels, 
Higti On a rock, amid the Troubled air, 
Hope stood sublime, and wav'd her g<'>lden hair; 
Calm'd with her rosy smile the tossing deep, 

- And with sweet accents charm'd the winds to sleep; 
Te eacii wild plain she stretch'd her snowy hand ; 

•, Higb-waving wood, and sea-encircled strand. 
" Hear me," she cried, " ye rising realms! record 
** Times opening scenes, and Truths unerring word.— « 
" There shall broad streets their stately walls extend, 

' «' Ttie circus widen, and the crescent bend ; 

< *f There ray'd fmm citi^ o'er the cuhurM land, 
'^ Shall bright canals, and solid roads expand.^-** 
'* There the proud arch, Colossus-like, bestride 
** Yon glittering streams, and htmnd the chasijig tide; 
" Kmbellibh'd villas crown the landscape scene, 
•' Farms wave with gold, and orchards blush between. — 
** There shall tall spires, and dome-capt towers ascend, 

' "And piers and qtiays thfeir massy structares blend; 
** While with each breexe appmaehing vessels glid^ 

i ** And northern treasures dance on every tide !" 

Here ceased the nymph— tumuUuotts echoes roar, 

, And JoY*s loud voice was heard. from shore to shore— 
Her o;raccfaI steps descending pressM the plain,. 
And Peace, and Art, and Labour, j6in*d her train. 
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Wednesday, June 26, 1754. 

ON thk day; the most melancholy sun I had ever 
beheld^ arose, and found me awake at my house 
«t Fof dUook, By the iight of 4his sun, I was, m my 
own opiniaR^ la^t to behold and take leave of som^ of 
those creatures, on whom I doated with a mothe^like 
f o ndn e s s ^ guided by nature and passion, and incurred 
and unhardened by all the doctrine of that phiJpsophi- 
cal school where I had learnt to bear pains and to desn 
ptsc death. 

In ^his sitiaation« as I couki not conqner nature, t 
sabuutted entirely to her, and she made as grieat a fool 
of me as she had ^ver done of any wofiQan wbatso^er : 
undor pretence of giving me leave to enjoy, she drew 
me in to suffer the company of, my little ones, during 
ti^ht hours : and I doubt not whether, in that time, | 
did not undeigo more than in all my distemper. 

At twelve precisely my coach was at the door, which 
was no sooner told me, than I kissed my children rounds 
and went into it with some little resolution. My wife . 
who behaved more like a heroine and pliilosopher, 
though at the same time the tenderest mother in the 
worlds and my eldest daughter, followed me ; some 
friends weiit with us, and others took their leave; and 

* ^i)U^r of Tow Jones, Joseph Amdrews, &c« &£v 
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I heard my behaviour 'applauded, vf'ith many murmiiTS 
apd praises, to which, I wdl kne^, I had no title ; as all 
other such philosophers may,.if they have any modesty, 
confess on the like occasions. ^' 

In tvvo hours we arrived in Rederiife, and immedi- 
ately went on board, and were to have sailed the next 
morning; but as this was the king's proclaAiation- 
day, and consequently a holiday at the custom- 
house, the captain irouid not dear his vessel till the 
Thursday ; for these holidays are as strictly obser^'ed 
as those in the p6pish calendar, and ate almost as nu- 
inerous. I might add, .that both .are opposite to the 
genius of trade, and consequently contra bonum publi- 

". To go on board the ship it wa» neced6ai^ 61st to go 
mU> a bout; a. matter of joo small dtfficuUy, as I bad 
no use of iny limbs, aad was to be c^ied b^ men; 
who though sufficiently strong fbr their burden, were, 
like Ardiimedes, puzzled to fmd a steady footing. Of 
this, as few of my readers have not gone into wherries 
on the ,Tiiames, they will easily be able to form to 
themseh^ an idea.. However, by th^ assistance of my 
friend Mr. Welch, whom I never tliink or speak of but 
lirithiove and esteem, I conquered this dHhculty, as I 
4id afterwards that of ascending the ship, into which I 
was 4)oisted with more ease, by a chair liftied with pul* 
lies. I was soon seated in a great chair in the cabin^ 
to refresh myself after a fatigue which had been more 
intolerable, in a quarter of a mile's passage from my 
coach to the ship, than I had before undergone in a 
fendkjonmey of twelve miles, which i had traveUed 
with the utmost expedition. 

This latter fatigue was, perhaps, somewhat fadght« 
ened by an indignation which I could not prevent ari- 
sing in my mind. I think, upon my i^tnmce mto the 
boat, I presented a i^ctacle of the highest horror. 
The total loss of limbs was apparent to all who saw me/ 
and my face contained marks of a most diseased state, 
if not of -death itseif. Indeed so ghastly was my conn- 
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tenaaee, that timorpiis wjDHien with child had abstained 
fromiuy, bouse, for fear of the ill consequences of look- 
ing at me. In ihia condition I ran the gantlope, (so 
I think I may justly call it;) through row& of sailors and 
watermen^ few of whom tailed of paying their compli- 
nients to. me, by all manner of insults and jests on my 
misery. No n^an who knew me will think I conceived 
any personal resentment at this behaviour : but it was a 
lively picture of that cruelty and inlmmauity, in the na- 
ture of men^ which I hav(& often contemplated with coi>* 
cern; and which leads the mind into a train of very 
uncomfortable .and mehmcholy tiioughts. It ma^ 
be said, that diis barbarous custom is peculiar to the 
English, and of them only to the h>west degree ; that 
it is an excrescence of an uncontrouled licentiousness, 
mistaken for liberty* and nev^ shows itself in men, 
who are polished and refined in such manneras hu- 
man nature requires, to produce that perfection of 
what is susceptible, and to purge away that malevo- 
lence of disposition* of which, at oiir birth,, we partake 
in common with the savage xreation. 

This may be said, and this is all that can \)e said'; 
and it is, I am afraid, but little satisfactory to account 
for the inhumanity of those, who, while they boast of 
being made after God's own image, seem to bear in 
their minds a resemblance of the vilest species of brutes; 
or rather, indeed, of our idea of devils : for I don*t 
know that any brutes can be taxed with such malevo- 
lence. 

A surloin of beef was now placed on the table, for 
which, though little better than carrion, as much was 
charged by the master of tlie little paltry alehouse who 
dressed it, as would have.beai demanded for all tlie 
el^ance of the KinnVArms, or any other polite tavern 
or eatmg-iioiise ; fpr indeed the difference between the 
best Jiouse .and the worst is, that at the former yoa 
pay kii^ly for Inxul^, at the latter for nothing. 

Thm'sjaif, Jmne 27> This morning the captain, 
iriiolayjOii/dxcio&jat his fi9vn house, paid us a yisk b^ 
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the cabin ; and after having expressed his ocmcem at tbife 
impossibility of sailing so sopn as he exped^d, hoped 
yfe would excuse delay^ %vhich he could aot f<»esee^ 
imt assured us he would certainly fail down • the m& 
oo Saturday. This indeed was tko small morttficatioa 
to me ; for> besides tlie disagreeable situalion in which 
we then lay, in the confines of Wa]^ing and RedefiffK^ 
tasting a delicious mixture of the air of both these 
sweet places, and eiijoying the concord of. sweet sonuds 
•of seamen, watermen, fish-women^ oyster^women, and 
of all the vociferous inhabitants of both ^ores, com^ 
posing altogether a greater variety of harmony than 
Hogarth's imagination hath brought together in that 
print of his, which is enough to make a num deaf to 
look at ; I had a more urgent cause to press our depar- 
ture^ which was, that the dropsy, for which I had.un* 
dergone three tappings, seemed to threaten me with, a 
fourth discharge before I should reach Lisbon, and 
when I should have no body on board capable of per- 
forming the operation; but I was obliged to hearken 
to the voice of reason, if I may use the captain's own 
words, and to rest myself contented. Indeed there was 
no alternative witiiin my reach, but what would have 
cost me much too dear. 

There are many evils in society, from which people 
of the highest rank are so entirely exempt, that they 
have not the least knowledge or idea of them; nor in- 
•deed of the characters which are formed by them. 
Such, for instance, is tJie conveyance of goods and pas- 
•sengers from one place to another. Now tliere is no 
such thing asimy kind of knowledge contemptible hi it* 
self; and as the particular knowledge.1 here mean is en 
tirely necessary to the well understanding and w^l eii- 
joying this journal : and lastly, as in this case the most 
ignorant will be those very readers, \vhos9 apiusemeot 
^e cliieOy consult, and to whom we wish to 1)e sup^ 
posed .principally t«> write, we will here enter some- 
,what largely into the discission of this nmtter ; the 
xralher^ for that no antieot or modiam waiter (if tve 
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Dan trust the catabgue of Dr. Mead's Hbrstry) hath ever 
undertak^i it; bnt that it seems (in the stile of Don 
Quixotte) a task reserved for my pen akme. 

Goods and passengers are conveyed by water in df« 
vers vehicles^ the principal of which being a ship, it 
shall suffice to mention that alone. Here the tyrant 
doth not derive his title^ as the stag^coachman doth» 
from the vehicle itself, in which he stows his goods and 
passengerSy but he is called the captahi; a word of snch 
various use, and uncertain signification, that it seem^ 
very difficult to fix any positive idea to it : if indeed 
there be any genera] meaning which may comprehend 
all its dififerent uses, that of the head or chief, of any 
body of men^ seems to be most capable of this compre- 
hension; for whether they be a company of soldiers, a 
crew of sailors, or a gang of rogues^ he who is at the 
head of them is always stiled the captain. 

The captain, whose fortune it was to stow us abroad, 
laid a faither claim to this appellation than the bare 
command of a vehicle of conveyance. He had' been 
the captain of a privateer^ which he looked upon as 
being in the king's service; and in this capacity be had 
gained great honour, havings distinguished bis bravery 
in some very wami engagements, for which he had just* 
ly received public thanks; and from hence he derived 
a right of hoisting the military ornament of a cockade 
over the button of his hat, and of wearing a sword of 
-no ordinary length. > 

Now, as I saw myself in danger from these unavoid" 
able delays, and ^s the wind had been long nested^ a^ 
it were, in the south-west, wher^ it constantly bkw hur- 
ricanes, I <began with great reason to apprehend that 
xmr voyage might be long, and that my belly, whith 
begaB already to be much extended, woilid require the 
•Wittier to be let out at a time Avhen no assistance was at 
hand; though, indeed, the captain comforted me with 
aaturances, that he had a pretty young bellow on board, 
who acted as his surgeon, as 1 found he likewise did as 
«Xeward, cook,, butler, and sailor. In short, he had at 

Vol. XI. T 
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iiuiay off <e» «s Scrub, is the ptay, and vreiA tiHDXigk 
ftbem iaU witb great d^ xtmty : thk of surgeon, vvus, i^ep- 
haps, tlie ouily one io which lib skill \raB'soiiiewliat de* 
fieieut, at least that branch of tapping for the dropsy; 
for he v«ry ingenuously and modestly confessed, he bad 
^fiever s^b the operation performed, nor wm possessed 
of tliat chirujcgicaiinstranientAvith ^vhtch it is performed. 

Friday ^ Jtim 28. By way of prevention, tlieiefore, 
I %\m day «ent tor my friend Mr. Hunter, the great 
curgeon ^ad anatomist of Covent-garden; and though 
iny belly y^as not yet very full and tigiit, let out ten 
.quarts of. waiter, the young sea-suigeon attendi^ig the 
^per^tion, not as a pertbruier, but as a student. 

SiUnrdaff, Jum 30. Nothing worth notice passed 
ItiU that raQining, when my }>oor wile, after passing a 
flight in tins utmost torments of the toojth-acb, resolved 
to have it dmwn. I dispatciied, therefore, a servant 
jiato Wappiag^ to bring, in haste, the best tooth-drawer 
'he could hnd. He soon found out a £emale af grest 
jeminence in the art; but vdien he brouglit her to tiie 
boat, at the water-side, they were iafomied that the 
^liip was ^Hie ; ^>r, indeed, she had set out a ikw minutes 
«fter his quilting her; nor did the pilot, ivlio well knew 
^e errand on which I had sent my servant, think tit to 
wait a nioiuent for his return, or to give me any notice 
of his selJting out. 

But of all the pnetty basliawsf or turbulent tyrants I 
ever beheld, this f<)ur-fmccd pilot was tlie worst temper- 
ed; for, during the time that he had the guidance 
of the d^ip, which was till we arrived in the Downs, he 
cotsplied with no one's de^res, nor did he give a civil 
word, or, indeed, a civil look, to any on board. 

The morning was &ijr mid bright, and we Imd a pas^- 
mge ifatther, I tlunk» as pleasant as can be conceived ; 
for, take it with all its advantages, paxtiadkrifjr the niinH 
l>er of fide ships you aie aiw'ays sure of sewg by the 
wa^, there is nothing to. equal it in all the xi^ess oif the 
world. The yards of t>eptf<H*d and of Woolwich, are 
liobk 8ighl»; and^v^ us a just idea of the grei^ pep* 



TO USftON. 50? 

fectton to ^vkich va are arrived in buUdiiig those fimu 
hig cHsties, and tiie figure )^^ich ne i]ia;y always make 
kk Europe am^g the other niantime powers. That of 
WooiwicI), at least, very strongly imprinted this idea oa 
my iiimd ; for, there was sow on the stocks there th^ 
Royai Anae, supposed to be the largest ship ever bailty 
and which contains ten -cariifige guns more than had 
ev^r yet equipped a iirst-rate. 

It i» true, perhaps, that there is more of o^entatioa 
th»n of leal utility, in ships of this vast and ufiwkldy 
but'theu, which are rarely capable of aotii)gagakist an 
eueiiiy ; but if the building such contributes to preservej 
animig other uatbns, the fiotibn of the British superi- 
ority in naval aiiairs, tlie expence, thoitgh Iwry great. 
Is well incurved, and the ostentation is laudable and 
truly political. Indeed, I should b^ sorry to i^Uoiiv; tlmt 
Holland, France, or Spain, possessed a vessel larger and 
more beautiful tlian the largest and most beautiful of 
ours ; for this honour I would always administel* to the 
pride of our sailors, who should challenge it from aH 
Iheir neighbours with truth and success* ^And sur^ 
I am,- that not our honest tars alone, but every inhabi- 
tant of this Island, may exult in the comparison, wheA 
he considers the king of Great Britain,' as a maritime 
}>rince, in- opposition to any other prince in Europe ; but 
f am not so ceitain thiit the same idea of superiority 
will result from comparing our land-forces with thesis 
of many other crowned heads. In nnnibers, they alt 
far exceed us, and i» the goodness and splendour of 
their troops, marty l^ions, particularly the Germans 
ftiHl French, and perhaps the Dutch, cast us 9t a dis- 
tance : for however we may flatter ourselves with the 
Edwards and Henrys of former ages, the change of the 
wh(^ art of war since those days, by which the adva^ 
tage of personal strength is, in a manner, entirely losf, 
hath produced ii change in military affairs to the ad- 
vantage t)f our enemies.' As for our successes in later 
days, if they were aot entirely owhig to the superior 
geniurs of our general, they were iK>t ;ib little due to the 
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superior f<Hrce of bis money. ladded^ if we should 
arraign Marshal Sax6 of ostentation, when he shewed 
bis army, drawn up, to our captive general, the day 
ai'ter .the battle of La Val, we cannot say that the osten- 
tation was entirely vain; since he certainly shewed him 
an army, which had not been often equalled, either ia 
the number or goodness of the troops, and which, in 
those respects, so £&r exceeded ours, that nc»ie can ever 
cast any refle<^ion on the brave young prince wha could 
not reap the laurels of conquest in that day^ but hb 
retreat will be always mentioned as an addition to his 

In our marine tlio case is entirely the reverse, 
and it must be our own feuk if it doth not continue 
90; for, continue so it will, as long as the flourishing 
state of our titide stetll support it; and this suf^port it 
can never want, till our legislature shall cease to give 
f ufficient attention to the protection of our trade, and 
our magistrate^ want sufiicient power, ability, and ho^ 
nesty»to execute the laws : a circumstance not to be ap- 
preh^ded, as it cannot happen, till our senates and our 
baidies shall be filled wkh the blin4est ignorance, or 
-with the blackest corruption. 

Besides the ships in the docks, we saw many on the 
water: the yachts ar^ sights of great parade, and th^ 
king's body yacht is, I believe, unequalled in any coun* 
try for convenience as well as magnificence; both which 
are consulted in building and equipping her with the 
most exquisite art and workmanship. 

We saw likewise several Indiamen just returned from 
tfieir voys^e. Th^se are, I believe, the largest and 
finest vessds which are any where employed in com^ 
mercial afiairs. The colliers, likewise, which are very 
numerous, and even assemble in fleets, ar^ ships of great 
bulk ; and if we descend to those used in the American, 
African, and European trades, and pass through those 
which visit our own coasts, to the small craft that lie 
between Chatham and the Tower, the whole forms a 
m9nt {^tefusiog ol^ect W theieye^ ^ welt as highly warm-* 
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lag 16 the heart of an Engiishmau, who has any degree 
of love for his counUy, or can recognize any eflect of 
the patriot in his constitution. 

Lastly, the Roystl Hospital of Greenwich, which pre- 
sents so delightful a front to the water, and doth such 
honour at once to its builder and the nation^ to the 
great skill and ingenuity of the one, and to the no less 
sensible gratitude of the other, very properly closes the 
account of this scciy; which may well appear romantic 
to those who have i\ot themselves seen, that, in this one 
instance, truth and reality are capable, perhaps, of exr 
ceeding the power of fiction. 

When we had pafst by Greenwich, we saw only two 
or three gentlemen's houses, all of very moderate ac- 
count, till we reached Gravesend; these are all on tlie 
Kentish shore, which affords a much drier, w holesomer^ 
and pleasanter situation, than doth that of its opposite, 
Essex.. This circumstance, I own, is somewhat surpris* 
ing to me, Avhen I reflect on the numerous villas that 
crowd the river, from Chelsea upwards as far as Sliep- 
perfon, where the narrower channel affords not half so 
noble a prospect, and where the continual succession of 
the small craft, like the frequent repetition of all things^ 
which have nothing in them great, beautiful, or ad- 
mirable, tire the eye, and give us distaste and aversion 
instead of pleasure. With some of' these situations, 
wch as Barnes, Mortlake, <fec. even the shore of Essex 
might contend, not upon very unequal terms ; but, on 
the Kentish borders, there are many spots to be chosen 
by the builder, which might justly claim the preference 
over ahnost the very finest of those in Middlesex and 
Surry. ^ 

How ^faall we account for this depravity in taste ? For, 
#urely, there are none so very mean and contemptible, 
89 to bring the pleasure of seeing a number of little 
wlierries gliding along after one another, in competi- 
tion with what we enjoy, in viewing a succession of ships, 
with s^ll their sails expanded to the wiods, bounding 
pyer (be w^ves before us. 
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And here I cannot pass i)y another observation oik 
the deplorable want of taste in our enjoyments, which 
we shew by almost totally neglecting the pursuit of 
what seems to me the highest degree of amusement: 
this is, the sailing ourselves in little vessels of our own, 
contrived only for our ease and accommodatidn, to 
which such situations of our villas, as I have recom^ 
mended, would be so convenient and even necessary. 

Whilst we were at dinner thb dal^, in the cabin, on b, 
sudden, the window on one side was beat into the roomj 
with a crash, as if a twenty-pounder had been discharged 
among us. We were all alarmed at the suddenness of 
the accident ; for which, however, we were soon able to 
account : for the sash, which was shivered all to pieces, 
was pursued into the middle of the cabin by the boltsprit 
of a little ship, called a cod-smack, the master of which 
made us amends for running (carelesly at best) against 
us, and injuring the ship, in the sea way ; thait is to say, 
by damnmg us all to hell, and uttering several pious 
wishes, that it had done us much more mischief. All 
which were answered in their own kind and phrase by 
our men ; between whom, and the other crew, a dialogue 
of oaths and scunility was carried on, as long as they 
continued in each other's hearing. 

Monday, July 1. This day our cabm, where my 
wife and I where sitting together, was visited by two 
rufiians, who$e appe$irance greatly corresponded with 
that of the sheriff *s, or rather the knight marshal's bai- 
liffs. One of these^ especially, who seemed to afiect 
a more than ordinary degree of rudeness and insolence, 
«aine in without any kind of ceremony, wiih a broad gold 
lace on his hat, which was cocked with much military 
fierceness on his head. An inkhorp at his button-hole, 
and some papers in his hand, sufficiently assured nie 
what he was ; and t asked him if he and his Gompanion 
were not custom-house officers ; he answered, with sul- 
ficient dignity, that they were, as an information which 
Jie seemed to eoncktde woold strike the hearer with a\^e, 
and suppress all further inquiry; but on the cimtraryj 
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proceeded to ask of what raiik he was m thfe eustom- 
bouse» and reGeiving an answer from his companion/ 
as I remember, that the gentleman was a riding sur< 
veyor, I rq)lied that he might be a riding surveyor, but 
could be no gentleman^ for that none who had any title 
to that denomination, would break into the presence of 
a lady, without any apology, or even moving his hat. 
He then took his covering tTom>his head, and laid it on 
the table, saying, he as^ed pardon, and blamed the 
mate; who should/ he said, have informed him, if any 
persons of distmction were below. I told him, he might 
guess by our appearance (which, perhaps, was rather 
more than could be said with the $tricte,st adherence 
to truth) that he was before a gentl^nan and lady, which 
should teach him to be very civil m his behaviour, 
though we should not happen to be of that number 
whom the world calls people of fashion and distinction. 
However, I said, that as he seemed sensible t)f his er- 
ror, and had asked pardon, the lady would permit him 
to put his hat on again, if he chose it. This he refused, 
witli some degree of surliness, and failed not to convince 
me, that, if i should condescend to become more gentle, 
be would soon grow more rude. 

I now renewed a reflection, which I have often seen 
occasion to make, that there is nothuig so incongruous 
in.nature as any kind of power, with lowness of nimd 
and of ability ; and that tliere is nothing more deplora- 
ble than the want of truth, in the wbimsical notion of 
Plato, who tells us, that ** Saturn, well knowing the 
state of human affairs, gave us kings and rulers, not of 
human, but divine origmal : for as we make not shep- 
herds of sheep, nor ox-herds of oxen, nor goat-herds of 
goats; but place some of our own kind over all, as be* 
mg better and fitter to govern them, in the same many 
ner were demons, by the Divine Love, set over ns, 9s a 
race of bemgs of a superior order to men ; and who, 
with great ease to themselves, might regulate our atfairs, 
and eslublish peace, nK>desty, freedom and justice ; and 
totally destroying all sedition, might complete tlie- imp* 
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piness of Ae httinati mce. So far, dt feast, miiy rvti^ 
DOW be £9id, tilth truth, that in all states "whkh are un- 
der the government of mere man, without any divine 
assistance, there is nothmg but labour &nd misery to be 
^und. From what I have said, therefore, v^e may at 
least learn, with our utmost eiideavonns to imitate the 
Saturnian institution borrowing ail hssistance from our 
itnmortal part, while we pay to this the strictest obedi- 
ence, we should foim both our priViate fecononiy^ and 
public policy^ from its dictates. Ey this dispensation 
of our immortal ii&inds, we are to estaft^lisfa a law, and 
to call it by that name. But, if any govermnent be. in 
llie hands of a «Dgle person, of die few or of the many, 
and such governor or governors shall abandon himself 
or themselves to the unbridled pursuit of the wildest 
pleasures or desires, unable to restrain any passion^ but 
poss^sed with an insatiable bad disease ; if such shall 
attempt to govern, and at the same time to trance 
OH all laws, there can be no means of preservati<m left 
for the wretched people.*' — Plato de Leg, lib»^ 4. p, 7 1 3. 
U. 714. idH. Sim*ani. 

. At length, our goVcmor came on board : about six in 
the evening we weighed aneiior, mid fell d(9wu to the 
Nore, wteher our passage was eittr«nely pleasant, tlie 
evening b^ifig very delighted, the tnoon just past the 
full, and both wind and tide iieivourabie to us. 

TnesdM/, Jtdff 2. This momhig we again set sail, 
Under all the advantages we had enjoyed the evmiing 
before: this day we left the shorc of £^x,and coasted 
'along Kent, passing by the pleasant island of Thanet, 
whidi is an i^and, and that of Skeppy, which is not 
an island; and about three o'clock, the i^nd being 
now iiill in our teeth, we came to an anchor in the 
Downs, within two miles of Deal. 

Wednesday, July 3. This morning I awaked at 
four o'clock, for my distemper seldom suffered me to 
sleep later. I presently got up, and had the. pleasure 
of enjoymg the sight erf what I thought a tempestuous 
aea, for four hou^ before the caj^ tain \|raf^tiri3|ijr ; fox 
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be Io^ed4o iikkilge himself in moiiiing slumbers, which 
ivere-atteaded witha wind-mii$ic, much more ^reeabfe^ 
to the performers than to the hearers, especially such 
1^ have, as I had, the privilege of sitting in the orches- 
tra. At eight o'clock the captain rose, and sent his 
boat on shore. I ordered my man likewise to go in it, 
^s my distemper was not of that kind which entirely. 
deprives us of appetite. Now, thoi^h the captain hacf 
well victualled his ship with all manner of salt provi^ 
sioDS for the voyage, and had added great quantities of 
iresh stores, particularly of vegetables, at Gravesend^ 
>8uch as beans and peas, which had been od^ board only 
two days, and had, possibly, not been gathered above 
two more, i apprehended I could provide better for, 
teyseif at Deal, than the ship's ordinary seemed to pro- 
jsisQ.. I accordingly sent for fresh provisious of all 
kinds from the shore, in order to put off the evil day 
of starving, as long as possible. My man returned with 
most of the articles I'sent for; and 1 now thought myself 
in a condition of living a week on my own provisions. I 
^refore ordered my own dinner, which I wanted no- 
thing but a cook to dress, and a proper tire to dress it 
at; but those were not to be had, nor, indeed, ^ny 
addition to my roast mutton, except the pleasure of 
the captain's companyt with that of Ihe other passen^ 
ger^ ; for my wife continued the whole day in a state 
of do2iag ; and my other females, whose sickness did 
not abate by the rolling of the ship at anchor, seemed 
more inclined to empty their stomachs than to fill them* 
Thus I passed the whole day (except about an hour at 
dinner) by myself, and the evening concluded w^th the 
captain, as the preceding one had done : one comfort^ 
able piece of news he communicated to me, whiclb wa^ 
that he had no doubt of a prosperous wind in the 
morning; but as hft did not divulge the reasons of this 
confidence, and as I saw none myself, besides the wind 
being directly <^osite, my faith in tliis prophecy was^ 
not strong enough 1o build any great hopes upon. 
Thursday^ July 4. . This moxiiing, however, the 
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captain seemed resolved to fulfil Im own predictions, 
whether the \> ind would or no ; he accordingly weighed 
anchor, and takkig the advanisrge of the tide, when 
the wind was not very boisterous, he hoisted his sails, 
and, as if his power had been no h^ absolute over 
Eolus than it was over Neptune, be forced the wind 
t6 blow him on in its own despiglit. 

But, as all men who have ever been at sea •well know 
bow weak such attempts arc, and' \^ ant no authorities 
of Scripture to prove, that the most aJ)so!ute power of 
A captain of & ship ii veiy tootemptible in the wind's 
eye, so did it befiil onr noble commander ; who bavicg 
Struggled with the wind three or four liours, was obliged 
f o give over, and lost, irt a few minutes, afl tlyat he had 
been so lobg a gaining; in short, we returned to our 
former station, and once more cast anchor in the neigh* 
hood of Deal. 

Here, though we lay near the shore, that we might 
]promise ourselves all the emolument which could be 
derived front it, we found ourselves deceived, and 
that we n^ight with as much conveniency be out of the 
Mght of land ; ifor, except when the captain launched 
forth his own boat, which he did always with great 
reluctance, we were incapable of procuring any thing 
from Deal, but feit a price too eK6rbitdiit, and beyond 
the reach eteil Of modern luxury; the fare of a boat 
from Deal, which Ifty^t two miles distance, being at least 
three half-crowns, and if we had been in any .distresi 
for it, as Inany half-guineas; for these good people 
consider the sea as a large common, appendant to 
their m^or, in which when they find any of their fel- 
low^eatures impouhded-, they conclude, that they 
Iiave h ftill right of making them pay at their own dis- 
cretion for their deliverance : to say the trutli, whether 
it be that men, who live on the isea^shore, are of an 
amphibious kind, and do not entirely partake of hu- 
Vnan nature, or whatever else may be the reason, they 
are so far from taking any shiire in the distresses of 
inankiiid, or of .being moved vith any conipassion for 
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them, tiiat they look upou theiu as ble$3^qgs showered 
down from above ; aad which the more the^* iinprov^ 
to their Qwa u^e* the greater is their gratitude and 
piety. Thus at Gravesend, a sculler requires a shil; 
iiiig tor goiug less way th^ he would row ia London 
for tliree-pcuce; and, at Deal, a boat often brings 
more profit in a day, than it can produce in London id 
a week, or, perhaps, in a month ; ' iu both plaices, the 
owner of the boat founds his demand on the necessity 
and distress of one, who stands more or less in absolute 
want of his assistance ; ^nd with the urgency of these, 
always rises in the exorbitancy of his demand, w itiiout 
ever considering, tb^t, from these very circumstpces, 
the power or ease of gratifying such demand is in like 
proportion lessened. Now, a^ I am unwilling that 
st>me conclusions, which may be, I am . aware, too 
justly drawn from tliese observations, should be im- 
puted to human uat\)re in general, I have endeavoured 
to account for them iu a way more inconsistent with th^ 
goodness and dignity pf that nature : however it be, it 
seems a little to reflect on the governors of such mon- 
sters, tiiat they do not take some iiieans to restrain 
these ijupo;5itions, and prevent them from triumphing 
any longer frow the miseries fef those, who are, in many 
circumstance! at least, tlieir fellow-cre?itures, and con- 
sidering the distresses of a wretched seaman, from his 
being wrecked to his being barely wind-bound, as ^ 
blessing sent among th<m from above, and calling it by 
that blasphemous name. 

Fridaif, July 5. Thb day I sent a servant on board 
a man of war, that^vas stationed here, with my com- 
pliments to the captaip, to represent to him the distress 
of the ladies, and to dciki the favour of^his long-koat 
to conduct us to Dover* at about aevep mijles distance. 

The captain retuimed a verbal answer to a long let>- 
ter; acqnainting me, that whi^t I d^ijred could not bf 
complied with, it being a fa\oxir not in hj^ power to 
grant. This migbt bn f^i^ I ^pppoaed W99 true; but 
It is as rue, that it' he was abk to iiirite, and.ha4 C^ 
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ink, and paper, on board, he might have sent ft ^titten 
answer ; and that it was the part of a gentleman so to 
liave done ; but this Is a character seldom maintained 
oft the watery element, e^eeially by those who exer* 
cise any power on it. Every commander of a vessel 
here seems to think himself entirely free fVoni all those 
rules of decency and civility, wi^ich direct and restrain 
the conduct of the members of a society on shore; and 
each, claiming absolute dominicm in his little wooden 
world, rules by his own laws and by his own discre- 
tion. I do not, indeed, know so pregnant an instance 
of the dangerous consequences of absolute power, and 
Its aptness to uitoxieate the mind, as that of those pet^ 
ty tyrants, who become such in a moment^ from very 
well-disposed and social members of that communion, 
in which they affect no superiority, but live in an order* 
ly state of legal subjection with their fellow-citizens. 
* Mondaif, July 8* Having past our Sunday witliout 
any thing remarkable, unless tlie catching a great num* 
her of whitings in the afternoon may. be thought so. 
We now set sail on Monday at six o'clock, willi a httle 
variation of wind ; but this was so very little^ and the 
breexe isself so small, that the tide was our best, and, 
indeed, almost our only friend. This conducted us 
along the short remainder oi the Kentish shore. » Here 
we passed that cliff of Dover, which makes so treinen* 
dous a figure in Shakespeare, an() which, whoever reads 
witiiout being giddy, must, according to Mn Addison's 
observation, have either a very good head or a very bad 
one; but which, whoever contracts any such ideas from 
sight of, must have, at least, a poetic, if not a Shake* 
spearian genius. . In truth, mountains, rivers, heroes, 
'and gods, owe great part of their existence to the poets; 
and Greece and Italy do so plentifully abound iir the 
former, because they funiished so glorious a number of 
the latter; who while they bestowed immortality on 
'every little hillock and blind stream, left the noblest 
rivers and mountains in th« world to share the same 
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obscurity with the eastern amd western poets^ io which 
they are celebrated. 

Thb evening we b^at the sea off Sussex^ in sight of 
Duageness, with much more pleasure than progi^ess; 
for Hie weather was ahnost a perfect calm» and the 
moon, which was ahnost at the full, scarce suftered a 
sinsrle cloud to veil her from our sight* 

Tuesday^ Wednesday^ July 9, 10. These tivo days 
we liad much the same fine weatlier, and made muck 
the same way; but in the evening of tlie latter day, a 
pretty fresh gale sprung up at N. N. W. which brought 
us- by the morning in sight of the Isle of Wight. 

Thm^aday July 1 1 . This gale continued till towards 
noon ; when tlie east end of the island bore but a little 
a-head of us. The captain, being unwilling to come to 
anchor, declared he would keep the sea; but the wind 
got the better of him, so that about three he gave up 
the victory, and, making a sudden tack, stood in for 
the shore, passed by Spithead and Portsmouth, and 
came to an anchor a^a place called Ride on the Island; 
as did a great number of merchant ships, who attended 
our cr>mmodore from the Downs, and watched his mo- 
tions so narrowly, that they seemed to think themselves 
unsafe when they did not regulate their motions by his^ 

A most tragical incident fell out this day at sea* 
While the ship was under sail, but making, as will ap- 
pear, no great way, a kitten, one of four of the feline 
inhabitants of the cabin, fell from the window into the 
water: an alarm was immediately given to the captain, 
who was then upon deck, and deceived it with the 
utmost concern. He immediately gave orders to the 
steersman in favour of the poor thing, as he called it; 
the sails were instantly slackened, and all hands, as the 
phrase Ls, employed to recover the poor animal. I was^ 
I own, extremely surprised at all this; le .■., uideed, ai 
the captain's extreme tenderness, than at bis conceiving 
any possibility of success ; for, if puss had nine thousancu 
inst^d of nine liTes, I conclttded they had been all k>st| 

Vol. XL U 
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The boatstvain, however, Imd more sangoine hopes; for« 
having stripped himself of hbjacket, breeches, and ^irt, 
he leaped boldly into the water, and, to my great asto- 
nishment, in a few mmutes, returned to the ship, bear- 
ing the motionless animal in his mouth. 

But 4IS I have, perhaps, a little too ^'antonly en- 
deavoured to raise the tender passions of my readers 
in this narrative, I should tliink myself unpardonable 
if I conclude it, without giving them the satisfaction 
of hearing tliat the kitten at last recovered, to the great 
joy of the good captain,* but to^tlie great disappoint- 
ment of some of the sailors, who asserted, that the 
dirowning a cat was the very 'surest way of raising a ^- 
▼orable wind : a supposition of which^ though we have 
heard several plausible accounts, we will not presume 
to assign the true original reason. 

. Saturday July 13% The wind seeming likely to coo* 
tinue in the same comer, where it had b^ almost con- 
stantly for two mtftnths together, I was persuaded by 
my wife to go a-shore, and stay at Ride till we sailed. 
I approved the motion much; for, though I am a great 
lover of the sea, I now fancied ther^ was more pleasure 
in breathing the fresh air of the land ; but how to get 
thither was the question: for, being really that d^ 
higgage which I considered all passengers to be in the 
beginning of this narrative, and incapable of any bodily 
motion without external impulse, it was in vain to leave 
the ship, or to determine to do it, without the assistance 
'Of others. In one instance, perhaps, the living luggage 
is more difficult to be moved, or removed, than an 
equal or much superior weight of dead matter ; which, 
if of the brittle kind, may indeed be liable to be broken 
» through negligence; but this, by proper care, may be 
almost certainly prevented; whereas the teetures to 
which the living lumps are exposed, are sometimes by 
no caution avoidable, and often by no art to be 
Amended, 

I was delibeiaitBg> on the means of conveyance, not 
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$0 much out of the ship to the boat^ as out of a little 
tottering boat to the land. A matter whichy as I had 
aheady experienced in the Thames, was not extremel-y 
eas;y, when to be performed by any other limbs thao 
your own. Whilst I weighed all that could suggest 
itself on this head, without strictly examining the merit 
of the several schemes which were advanced by the 
captain and sailors, and, indexed, giving no very deep 
attention even to my wife, who, as well as her friend 
and my daughter, were exerting tlieir 'tender concern 
for my ease and salety; fortune, for I am convinced 
she had ^ hand in it, sent me a present of a buck; a 
present welcome enough of itself, but more welcome 
on account of the vessel in which it came, being a large 
hoy, which in some places would pass for a ship, and 
many people would go some miles to see the sight. I 
was pretty easily cotiveyed on board tliis hoy, but to 
get from hence to the shore was not so easy a task ; for» 
however strange it may api)ear,'the water itself did not 
extend so far; an instance which s^ms to explain those 
lines of Ovid, 

Omnia Pcntm^ erant, deeratU qnoque littora Panto, 

m a less tautological sense^ than hath generally beeo 
imputed to them. 

In fact, between the sea and tlie shore^ there was, at 
low water, an impassable gulph, if I may so call it, of 
deep mud, which could neither be traversed by walking 
or swimming; so that for near one half of the twenty- 
four hours. Ride was inaccessable by friend or foe. 
But as the magistrates of tliis place seemed more to de- 
sire the company of the former, than to fear that of the 
latter, they had begun to make a small causeway to the 
low-water mark» so that foot passengers might land 
whenever they pleased ; but as this work was of a pub* 
lie kind, and would have cost a large sum of money, at 
least ten pounds, and the magistrates, that is to say^ 
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the churcb-Wardeus, the overseers, constable and tithing 
man, and the principal inhabitants, had ever^ one of 
tikm some separate scheme of private interest to ad- 
▼ance at tlie expense of the public, they fell out amon^ 
ftemselves; and after having thrown a^vay one half of 
the requisite sum, re3olved at least to «ave the other 
half, and rather be contented to sit down losers them* 
selves, than to enjoy any benefit which might bring in 
a greater profit to another. Thus that unanimity, 
which is so necessary in all public affairs, became waut- 
mg, and every man, from the fear of bemg a bubble to 
another, was, in reality, a bubble to himself. 

However, as there is scarce any difficulty to which 
the strength of men, fissisted with the cunning of art, 
is not equal, I was at last hoisted into a small boat; 
and being rowed pretty near the shore, was taken up 
by two sailors, who waded with me through the mud; 
and placed me in a chair on the land, whence tliey 
iifterwards conve^fed me a quarter of a mile Luther, 
tod brought me to a house, which seemed to bid the 
fairest for hospitality of any in Ride. 

We brought with us our provisions from the ship, 
«0, that we' wanted nothing but a fire to dress our din- 
ner, and a room in which we might eat it. In neither 
of these had we any reason to apprehend a disappoint- 
ment,, our dinner, consisting only of beans and bacon, 
and the worst apartment in his majesty's dominions be- 
ing fully sufhqient to answer our present ideas ^ of deli- 
cacy. 

At length we were seated in one of the most pleasant 
spots, I believe, in the kingdom, and were regaled with 
our beans and bacon, in which there was nothing defi- 
cient but the quantity. 

Thus we passed a most agreeable day, owing to good 
appetites and good humour ; two hearty feeders, which 
will devour with satisfaction whatever food you place 
before them: whereas, without these, the elegance of 
St. James'Si the charde, the Perigord-f>ye, or theorto- 
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Ian, the venison^ the tuHle, or the custard, may titillate 
the throat, but will never convey happiness to the heart, 
or cheerfulness to the countenance. 

My wife having reconnoitred the house, reported, 
that there was one room in which were two beds. It 
was ccnluded, therefore, that she and Piarriot should 
occupy one, and myself ^ke possession of the other. 
She added likewise an ingenious recommendation of 
this room, to one who had so long been in a cabin, 
which it exactly resembled, as it was sunk down with 
age on one side, and was in the form of a ship with gaor 
nels to. , 

For my own part, I make little doubt but this apart- 
ment was an ancient temple, built with tlie materials - 
of a wreck, and, probably, dedicated to Neptune, in 
honour of the Blessing sent by him to tlie inhabi- 
tants ; such blessings having, in all ages, been very com- 
mon to them. The timber employed in it confirms 
this opinion, being such as is seldom* used by any but 
sliip4>uilders. I do not find, indeed, any mention of 
this matter in Hem ; but, perhaps, its antiquity was too 
modem to deserve his notice. Certaip it is, that this 
island of Wight was not an early convert to Christianity; 
nay, there is some reason to doubt whether it was ever 
entirely ccmverted. But I have only time to touch 
dightiy on things of tliiskind, which, iuckily for us, we 
have a society whose peculiar profession it is to discuss 
and develope. 

Monday, Jidy 20. Tliis. day notliing remarkable 
passed; our landlady levied a tax of fourteen shillings 
for the Sunday. We regaled ourselves at dinner with 
-venison and good claret of our own; and, in the after- 
•noon, the women, attended by the captain, walked to 
see a dblig^tful scene two miles distant, with the beaii« 
ties of idlich thfty declared themselves most highly 
charmed, at their return, as well as with the goodness 
«f Ac lady of the mansion, who had slipt out of the 
waT, that my wife and her company miglit r^esh them^ 
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abounded. 

TnesdaVt July Sl« This day, having paid our taxes 
of yesterday, we were permitted to regale ourselves*with 
more venison. Some of this we would willingly have 
caichanged for mutton; but no such flesh was to be 
bad nearer than Portsmouth, from whence it would 
have cost more to convey a joint to us, than the freight 
of a Portugal ham from Lisbon to, London amounts to: 
for though the water-carriage be somewhat cheaper 
here than at Deal, yet can you find no waterman who 
will go on board his boat, unless by two or three hours 
rowing he can get drunk for the residue of the week. 
' And here I have an opportunity, which possibly may 
not offer again, of publishing some observations on that 
political economy of this nation, which^ as it concerns 
only the regulation of the mob, is below the notice of 
our great men; though, on the due regulation <^f this 
order depend many emoluments which the great men 
themselves, or, at least, many who tread close on their 
heels, may enjoy, as well as some dangers which may 
sometime or other arise from mtroducing a pure state 
of anarchy among them. I wijl represent the case a^ 
it appears to me, very fairly aM impartially, between 
the mob and their betti^s. ^ 

.The whole mischief which infects this part of oor 
econ<»ny, arises from the v^gue and uncertain use of a 
word called Liberty, of which, as scarce any two men 
with whom I have ever conversed, seem to have one 
and the same idea, I am inclmed to doubt whether there 
be any simple universal notion represented by this word, 
or whether it conveys any clearer or more determinate 
idea, than $ome of tiiose old Punie compo8|tioii8 of syl- 
lables, preserved in one of the comedies of Phmfus. but 
at present, as I conceive^ not supposed to be understood 
by any one. 

By liberty, however, I iq[yprehend, is connionly \a^ 
dentood the power of daing what we please: not ahso- 
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lutely ; for tben it would be inconsistent with law, \iy 
wliose coutroul tlie liberty of the freest people, except 
only the Hottentots and wild Indians, must always be 
restrained. 

But, indeed, however largely we extend, or however' 
moderately we confine, the sense of the word, no politi* 
cian will, I presume, contend that it is to prevade in an 
equal degree, and be with tlie same extent enjoyed by 
every member of society; no such polity having been 
ever found, unless among those vile people just before 
conmiemomted. Among the Greeks and Romans, the 
servile and free conditions were opposed to eacii other; 
and no man who had the misfortune to be enrolled un« 
der the former, could lay any claim 16 liberty, till the 
right was conveyed to him by that master whose slave 
he was, either by the means of conquest, of purchase, 
or of birth. 

This was tlie state of all the free nations in the world ; 
and this till very lately, was understood to be the case 
of our own. 

i will not indeed say this is the case at present, the 
lowest class of. our people having shaken off all th«! 
shackles of their superiors, and become not only as free^ 
but even freer, than most of their superiors. I believe 
it cannot be doubted, though perhaps we have no. re- 
cent instance of it, tliat the personal attendance of every 
man who hath 300/. per armum, in parliament, is India* 
pensibly his duty ; and that, if the citizens and burgesses 
of any city or borough sliall chose such a one, however 
reluctant ne appear, he may be obliged to attend, and 
be forcibly brought to his duty by the sergeant at arms, 

AgaiUf there are numbers of subordinate offices, some 
of wUch su:e of burthen, and others of expense, in the 
civil government: all of which, persons who are qnali-» 
fied are liable to have imposed on them, may be oblige^ 
to undertake and properly execute, notwithstanding 
any Inyiily labour, or even danger, to which they may 
fVJ^^i tbmM^yj^M ottde^.theipei^ty of fines and iio* 
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prisonmeht ; nay, and what may af^ar somewhat harJ, 
may be compelled to satisfy the losses which are even- 
tually iocideat, to that of sheriff in particular, out of 
their own private fortunes; and though this should 
'prove the ruin of a family, yet the public, to whom the 
price is due, incurs no debt or obligation to preserve its 
officer harmless, let his innocence appear ever so clearly. 

I purposely omit the mention of those military duties, 
which our old constitution laid upon its greatest mem< 
bers. These might, indeed, supply their posts with 
some otlier able bodied men; but, if no such could« 
have been found, the obligation nevertheless remamed, 
and they were compellable to serve in their own proper 
persons. 

The only one, therefore, who is possessed of absolute 
liberty, is the lowest member of the society, who, if he 

f)refers hunger or the wild product of tlie fields, hedges, 
anes, and rivers, with the indulgence of ease and lazi- 
ness, to a food a little more delicate, but purchased at 
the expense of labour, may lay himself under the shade; 
hor can be forced to take the other alternative from 
that wjiich he hatl), I will not affirm whether wisely or 
foolishly chosen. 

Here I may, perhaps, be reminded of the last vagrant 
act, where all such persons are compellable to work for 
the usual and accustomed wages allowed in the place; 
but this is a clause little ;;iiown to the justices of the 
peace, and least likely to be executed by those who do 
know it, as they know llktwise, that it is formed on the 
ancient power of the justices to fix and settle these 
wages every year, making proper allowances for the 
scarcity aud plenty of the times, the cheapness and dear* 
iiess of the place; and that the usual and accustomed 
Ita^es, 2iTe words without any force or meaning, wheo 
there are no such; but every man spunges and raps 
whatever he can get; and will haggle as long and strug- 
gle as hard to chc his cmpfoyer of two-pence in a 
day*s labour, as ao honest tradesman will to cheat hi> 
customers of the same auib ia a yard of cloth or silL 
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It is a great pity then that this power, or rather this 
practice, was not revived ; but this havuig been so long 
omitted, that it is become obsolete, will be best done 
by a new law, in which this power, as well as the con^ 
sequent )K)wer of forcing the poor to labour at a mode- 
rate and reasonable rate, should be well considered, 
and their execution facilitated : for gentlemen who give 
their time and labour gratis, and even voluntarily, to 
the public, have a right to expect that all their business 
be made as easy as possible; and to enact laws without 
doing this, is to fill our statute-books, much too full 
already, still fuller with dead letter, of no use but to 
the printer of the ^ts of parliament. 

That the evil which I have heie pointed at is of itself 
worth redressing, is, I apprehend, no subject of dispute: 
for why should any persons in distress be deprived of 
the assistance of their fellow-subjects, when they are 
willing amply to reward them for their labour 1 or, why 
should the lowest of the people' be ])ermitted to exact 
ten times the value of their work 1 For those exactions 
increase with the degrees of necessity in their object, 
insomuch, that on the former side many are horribly 
imposed upon, and that oflten in no trifling matters. I 
was very well assured, that at Deal no less than ten 
guineas was required, and paid by the supercargo of an 
Indiaman, for carrying him on board two miles from 
the shore, when she was just ready to sail ; so tliat his 
necessity, as his pillager well understood, was absolute. 
Again, many others whose indignation will not submit 
to such plunder, are forced to refuse the assistance^ 
though they are often great sufferers by so domg. On 
tlie latter side, the low est of the people are encouraged 
in laziness and idleness; while they live by a twentieth 
part of the labour that ought to maintain them, which 
is diametrically opposite to the interest of the public ; 
for that requires a great deal to be done, not to be paid, 
for a little. And moreover, they are confinned in ha* 
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bits of exaction^ and are taught to contider the &- 
tresses of their superiors as tlieir own fair emolument. 
Wednesday^ July ^. This moming, after having 
been uiuicted as itsua], we dispatched a servant with 
prop<^ acknowledgments of the lady's goodness; bat 
conHned our wants entirely to the productions of her 
garden. He soon returned, in company with the 
gardener, both ricidy laden with almost every particu- 
lar which a garden at tliis most fruitful season of the 
year produces. 

While we are regaUng ourselves with tliese, towards 
the close of our diuner, we received orders from our 
comuiauder> who had dined tliat day with some officers 
on board a man of war, to return instantly to the ship; 
for that the wind was become favourable, and he should 
weigh that evening. These orders were soon followed 
by the captain himself, who was still in the utinosthttrry, 
though the occasion of it had long since ceased : for the 
wind had, indeed, a little shifted tliat afternoon, but 
was before this very quietly set down in its old quarter. 
Thursday^ July 23. £^rly in the morning the cap> 
tain came to visit us, and 'to press us to make haste on 
board. **I ain resolved,'' says he," not to lose a nu meat, 
now the wind is coming about fair : for my own pai't, 
I never was surer of wind in all my life." 1 use his 
very words; nor will I presume. to interpret or com- 
ment upon them farther, than by observmg, that they 
were spoke in tlie utmost hurry. 

Nothing now remained but to pay our taxes, whkb 
were indeed laid with inconceivable severity. Lodging 
was raised six-pence^ fire hi the same proportion, and 
even candles, which had hitiierto escaped, were cbaiged 
with a wantonness of imposition, from the beginning, 
and placed under the stile oi oversight. We were 
raised a whole pound, whereas we had only burnt ten 
in five nights, and the pound consisted of twenty-four. 
I must nof^ however, quit this place, where we had 
been so ill-treated^ without doing it impartial justice, 
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und recording what may^ wilii the strictest truth, be said 
ill its favour. 

First then, as to its situation, it b, 1 think, most de- 
lightful, and in the most pleasant spot in the whole 
island. It is true it wants tiie advantage of that beau- 
tiful river, which leads from Newport to Cowes; but 
the*prospectJiere extending to the sea, and taking in 
Portsmoatin Spithead, and St. Helen's, would be more 
than a recompence for the loss of the Thames itself^ 
even in the roost dehghtftil part of Berkshire or Buck- 
inghamshire, though another Denham, or another Pope, 
should unite in celebrating it. For my own part, I con- 
fess myself so entirely fond of a ^a-prospect, that I 
think nothing on the land can equal it ; and if it be se^ 
off with shipping, I desire to borrow no oitiament from 
the terra firma. A fleet of ships is, in my opinion, 
the noblest object which the art of man hath ever pro- 
duced ; and far beyond the power of those architects 
who deal in brick, in stone, or in marble. 

When the late Sir Robert Walpole, 01^ of the best 
of men and of ihinisters, used to equip us a yearly fleet 
at Spithead^ his enemies of taste must have allowed that 
he, at least, treated the nation with a fine $ightt>f their 
money. A inuch finer, indeed, than the same expense 
in an encampment could have produced. For what, 
indeed, is the best idea which the prospect of a num- 
ha of huts can furnish to the mind, but of a number 
of men ibrming themselves into a society, before the 
art of building more substantial houses was known I 
This, (perhaps, would be agreeable enough ; but, in truth, 
there is a much worse idea ready to step in before it, 
and that is of a body of cut-throats, the supports of 
tyranny, the invaders of the just liberties and properties 
of mankind, the plunderers of the industrious, the ra- 
vishers of the chaste, the murderers of the innocent ; 
and, in a word, the destroyers of the plenty, the peace, 
and the safety, of their fellow-creatures. / , 

And what, it may be said, are these men of war. 
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.which seem so dehgfatfal mi pbject to our eyes I Aie 
they not alike the support of tyranny, and oppression 
of innocence, carrying with them desolation and rum 
wherever their masters please to send them. 'Hiis is, 
indeed, too true ; and however the sliip of war may, in 
its bulk and equipment, exceed the honest merchant- 
man, I heartily wish there was no necessity for it ; for, 
though I must own the superior beauty of llbe object 
.on one side, I am more pleased with the superior excel- 
lence of the idea, which i can f aise in my mind on the 
other; while I reAect on tlie art and industry of man- 
kind, engaged in the daily improvehients of commerce, 
to the mutual benetit of all countries, aud to the es- 
tablishment and happiness of social life. 

This pleasant village is situated on a gentle ascent 
from the water, whence it affords that chsinning pros- 
pect I have above described. Its soil is a gravel, 
which, assisted with its declivity, preserves it always so 
dry, that immediately after the most violent rain, a 
fine lady may walk without wetting her silken shoes. 
The fertility of the place Is apparent from its extraor- 
dinary verdure, and it is so shaded with large and 
flourishing elms, that its narrow lanes are a natural 
grove or walk, which in the regularity of its plantation 
vies with the power of art, and in its wanton e?fcuberai!cy 
greatly exceeds it. 

In a iield, in the ascent of this hill, about a quarter 
of a mile from the sea, stands a neat little chapel. It 
is very small, but adequate to the number of inhabi- 
,tants: for the parish doth not seem to contain above 
thirty houses. 

We left this'plaoe about eleven in the morning, and 
were again conveyed with more sunshine tlian wind 
a-board our ship. 

Whence our captain had acquired his power of pro- 
phecy, when he promised us and himself a prosperous 
wind, I will not determine; it is soliicient to observe, 
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tfafet be w» a fiilsc prophet^ md that the weathercocks 
coatiiiued to point as before. 

He woidd not, howevir^ so easily give up his skill in 
IHedktion. He persevered in asseHing that the Avind 
waa changed; and, having wdghed his anchor, fell 
down that afternoon to St. Helen'«» which was at about 
the distance of five miles; and whither his friend, the 
tide^ in defiance of the wind, which was most manifest*^ 
]^ against him, softly wafted him in as many hoars. 

Here, about seven in the evening, belbre which time 
ve could not procure it, we sat down to regale our- 
selves with some roasted venison, which was-much bet- 
ter diest than we unagined it would be, and an excel* 
lent cold pasty, which my wife had raa(k at j^ide, and 
which we had reserved uncut to^eat on board our ship. 

Frid^, Julp 24. As we passed by Spithead on the 
]Nrecediiig evening, we saw the two regiments of sol- 
dirs who were just returned from Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca; and this day a HeutoMuit belolkging to one of 
thmn, whQ was the captain^s nephew, came; to pay a 
visit to hi9 uncl^ and entertained the ladies with a de- 
acrq^tion of those countries,, the manners, dress, and 
diversions of the inhabitants of Minorca, to which he 
added an account of an officer's life in garrbon, which, 
though it might be tdierable for thrive or four years, 
must, I think, be msupportable for a longer time. 
And I found, indeed, by his discourse, that the troops 
in ga^ral embarked from Ei^land to these garrisons, 
since they had been changed every third year, with the 
ntmo^ efaeerfulness; but that, before tiiis time, they 
looked iqpon going to Gibraltar and Port Mahon, in 
the light of bani^ment, which made many of them 
meUuieholy ; and some of the soldiers, it is said, had 
such a strong desire of revisiting their native country, 
that they absohitdy pined away, which I am much in- 
clined to believe;, for a brother of mine, who was at 
Minorca about fourteen years ago, informed me that 
he came to England in the same ^up with a soldier 

Vot.XI. X 
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who shot hhn^elf through the hand, in^'rely tiiat \m 
might be soQt home^ havisg foeei% hi tbat island^ for 
many years. But uow tlie north wind, dearer t^ enr 
' fui.ptain even than the company of his nephew, for 
whom he expressed the higher regard, i^nrung sudden- 
\y up, and called aloud to him to weigh his anchor. 
WhU^ this ceremony was performing, the sea-captam 
ordered out liis boat to row the iand>captahi to shore. 
It appeared now, that the captain liad been only 
mbtaken in the date of his predicti^Hi, by placing the 
event a d^y earlier than it happened ; for the wind 
which now arose, was not onl)' iavourable but briifky 
and was no sooner in reach of our sails, than it swept 
us away by the back of the Isle of Wight, and having, 
m the night, carried us by Chrtstcharch and PeveraK 
pointy brought us the next noon, Saiarday, July S9, 
off the island of Portland, so ianious for the smalhiess 
and sweetness of its mutton, of which n leg sddom 
weighs four pounds. We would have bought a sheep, 
but our captain would not permit it; for I must do 
him the justice to say, that whether the wind was ^r 
or foul, he always made, the most of it, for he never 
let go his anchor but with a manifest concern, and was 
generally out of humour for an hour or two upon these 
occasions, though he needed not have been in such a 
hurry, for presently the wuid, I will not p€>sittveij 
assert in resentment of his boldness, shewed him a dog's 
trick, and silly slipt back agun to has Msmier-house in 
the south-west. 

The captain now grew outrageous, and declaring 
open war with the wind, took a resoluticm, rather more 
bold than wise, of sailing la deh^noe of it, and in its 
^ teeth. He declared he would let go his anchor no 
more, but would beat the sea while he had either v?rd 
or sail left. Hjb accordingly stood frMn the shore, rnd 
made so large a tack, that before night, though he 
seemed to advance but little on his way, he was got 
out of sight. Qf 1^. ^ ' 
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. Towatds the evening, the wind began, in the cap* 
.tains own language, to freshen; and indeed it fresh- 
ened 8o much, timt befwe ten it blew a perfect hiirri- 
caoe. The captain having got, as he supposed, to a 
safe distance^ tacked again to^iards the English shore; 
and now the wind veered a point only in his favour, 
amd continued to blow with such violence; that tlie ship 
van above eight knots or miles an hour, during this 
.whole day and tempestuous nighty til! bed-time. I was 
obliged to betake tnysetf once more to my solitude; 
ior my women were again all down in tlieir searsickness^ 
and the captain was busy on deck* 

Sundi^y Jui^ 26. Things i)ow be^n to put on an 
aspect very difierent from what they had lately worn : 
the news that tiie ship had almostiost its mizen, and 
that we had proeureki very fine clouted cream and 
fresh bread and butter from the shore, restored health 
and ^aiits to our women^ and we all sat down to a 
very cheerful breakfast. 

But however pleasant onr stay ptomised to be Iiere^ 
we were aU desirous it should be short : I resolved im- 
jnediately • to dispatch my man* into the country, to 
purchase a present of cyder fcJf my friends, of that 
^vhieh is. called Southam, as. well as to take w.ith me a 
liogslifiad of it to Lisbon; for it is, in "Hiy opinion, 
jnach more delicious than that which is the growth of 
Herefordshire. I purchased three hogsheads for live 
pounds ten shillings, all which I should have scarce 
thought woith mentioning,, had I not believed it might 
Jbe of eqaal service to the honest farmer who sold it 
jne^ and who is by the neighbouring gentlemen reputed 
-to deal m the very best, and to the reader, who from 
Ignorance, of. the meanft of providing better for himself, 
swallows at a dearer rate the juice of Middlesex tut- 
wup, instead of that Vinum- Pomonae which Mr, Giles 
ijeveraa^,*of Cheeshurst, near Da/tm6uth, in Devon, 
will» at the price .of forty shillings per hogshead, send 
u double casks to any part of the world. Had the 
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wind heoayery sudden in shifting^ I hadktat any c]f4er» 
by an attempt of a boatman to exact, according t» 
custom. He required |five shillings for conveying my 
man a mile and a half to the shore^ and four moreq 
he staid to bring him back. This I thought Ui b^ 
such insuffieiable impudence, that I ordei«d him lobe 
immediately chased from the ship^ without* any answer. 
Indeed, there are few inconveniences that I wc«M 
not ratiier encounter, than encourage the insolent de- 
mands of these wretches, at the expense of my own i»> 
dignation, of which I own they are not the only objecU^ 
but rather those/who purchase a paltry convenience bj 
encouraging tliem. Ekit of this I have alr^dy spdkea 
very lajrgeiy. I shall conclude, therefore, with the 
leave which this fellow took of our ship, saying, he 
should know it again, and would not put off mm the 
ahore to relieve it in any distress whatever. 

It will, doubtless, surprise many of my i^eadefs to 
bear, that when we lay at ancbor widun a mile or twe 
of a town, several days together, and even in the awst 
temperate weather, we should ftequentiy want liedi 
provisions and herbage, and other emolnraenls of the 
shore, as much as if we had been an hundred leaguei 
from hmd. And this too, white numbers of foonts were 
in our sigbt^ whose owners get ^ir lii«liiM»od by 
rowing people up and down, and could be at any time 
summoned by a signal to our asstslmice, and wlnle dbe 
captain had a little boat of his own, with men aivvajl 
ready to row it at his command. 

This, however, hath been paittly nccouAled for al- 
ready, by the imposing di$positio9 ^ the people f whe 
asked so much more than the proper pnce of their 
labour. And as to the usefulness of tlflMi^^ilain'f boat 
it requires to be a little expatiated upoi^, as ifwilMBad 
to lay <^ien some of the grievances which deBMiid|he 
utmost regaixl of our legislature, m they dftet the 
most valuable pact of the kiu^ 's suljj«cls» tiids^ by 
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vboni tke conunerce of the natioii is carried into ex-* 
€ciitioii* 

For my^wn part, liowevier whimsical it may appeiar^ 
I oonfessy I liave tliought the strange story of Circe ib 
%be Odyssey, no other than an ingenious aliegory« ^in 
which Homer intended to convey to his countrym^i 
the same kind of instruction, whidi we intend to com- 
muuicate to our own in this digression* As teaching 
the art of war to the Greeks, was the plain design of 
the Uiad, so was teachhig them the art of navigation 
the no less manifest intention of the Odyssey For the 
improvement of this, their situation was most exceU 
lently adapted ; and accordingly we And Thucydides, 
IB the beginning of his history, considers the Greeks as 
a set of pirates, or privateers, plundering each other by 
sea. This being, probably, the iirst institution of 
commerce before the Ars Cauponaria was invented* 
imd merchants, instead of robbing, began to cheat and 
outwit each other, and by degrees changed the Metab- 
leticy the only kind of traifiic allowed by Aristotle in his 
Politics^ into the Chrematistic. 

By tMs allegory, then, I suppose^ Ulysses to have 
been the captain of a merchant-sliipi and Circe, some 
good al&*wi£e, who made his crew drunk with the 
spiriinoos tiquors of those days. With this the trans* 
formation kito^ swme, -as w^ as all other incidents of 
Ihs fiible, will notably agree; and thus a key will be 
found out for unlocking the whole mystery, and foil- 
ing, at least, some meaning to a story which, at present* 
iqppears very strange and absiird. 
• Hence, moreover, will appear the very near reiem* 
bbmoe between the sea-farhig men of all ages and na- 
tioBS ; and here perhaps may be established the truth 
and justice of thatobservation, which will occul* oftener 
than onoe in this voyage, that all human flesh is not 
the same flesh, but that there is one kuid of iesh of 
kililiiien, and another of seamen. 

Altmieg* Thii day opi captain went ashore, to 
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diue with a geaUeimii], who lives in Jhcse pti(% 
«nd who so exactly resembles the character gt^^ca 
by Homer of Axylus, that the only dalfiaicnce i cao 
trace between them is, the one iiviiig by the bigh- 
way, erected bis hospitality chiefly in favor of bod. 
travellers; and the other living by tlie water-side^ 
gratifies his humanity by accommodatiug the wanii 
of the mariner. 

In the evening our commander received a visit^from 
a brother captain, who lay wind-bound in the samo 
harbour. Tins latter captam was a Swiss. He was 
then master of a vessel bound to Quin^ and had for- 
merly been a privateering, when our own hero was em* 
ployed in the same laudable service. The honesty aad 
freedom of the Switzer, his vivacity, in which be was 
in no respect inferior to his near oeighbourB the French^ 
the awkward and affected politeness, which, was like- 
wise of French extraction, mixed with the bratal 
roughness of the English tar (for Im had served under 
the colours of this nation, and his crew had bees of die 
same) made such an odd yariety^ such a hotch-potch o£ 
character^ that I should have been much divecEted widi 
him, had not his voice, whieh was as loud as ji ^cafciag< 
trumpet, unfortuoately m^dexny head^acb* The noise 
which he ccmveyed intQ the-^tfv of hi&. brother ''gy^^ 
who sat on one dde of him, tbe^ soft., addnessesj with 
which, mixed with awJKWSord b$i^s, hesdiHed thfthtfUcs 
on the othert were so agree^bl v oontr«sted» tint » mm 
must not only have b^ void of all taste of huttKmrt 
and insensi&ie of mirth, but duller thasL Gibber is r^ 
presented io the Danfiad^ who eonld bosunanteitekied 
with bun for a Uttte while; for» I confess^ such cttta^ 
taimiKntB should always bejvtiy sh<^ as they ate 
ver^ liable to pall But M ^uffimd not thh t9^ tmppa$, 
«t present; fo^r h«vtqg^ve«i u$ hh eonpany si^a«ter 
of an hpnu: only, hei^tiMi;afteaQiaay'ai;K»lo0ai«ur th^ 
•holiness of his visit* . 

Tamdflg. TheiiMhbe]«^(taiJiohfci«»os.y 
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UAerto be^ since our arrival here» several jfishiag 
boats, wbkh Uie tempestons weather yesterday had 
IMeveated from working, came on board us ^vith fish* 
This was so fresh, so good in kind, and so very cheap, 
that we supplied ourselves with great numbers, among 
which were very large soals at four-pence a pair, and 
whitings, of almost a preposterous size^ at nine-pence 

a scoreu 

The only fish which bore any price was a John 
Doree, as it is called. I bought one of at least four 
pounds weight for as many shillings. It resembles a 
turbot in shape, but exceeds it in iinnness and flavour; 
The price had the aj^earance of being considerable, 
when opposed to the extraordinary cheapness of others 
of value ; but was, in truth, so very reasonable, when 
estimated by its goodness, that it left me under no 
other surprise, than how the gentlemen of this coun- 
try, not greatly eminent for the delicacy of their taste, 
bad discovered the preference of the doree to all other 
fish : but that I was informed that^Mr. Qum, whose 
distinguished tooth had been so justly celebrated, had 
lately visited Plymouth, and had done those honours to 
the doree, which are so justly due to it from that jsect, 
of modern pliilosophers, who, with Sir Epicure Mam- 
mon, or Sur Epicure Quui, Uieir heads seem more to 
delight in a fish-pond than in a garden, as the old 
Epicureans are said to have done. 

Unfortunately for the fishmongers of London, the 
doree resides only in thosi seas; tor could any of this 
company but convey one to the temple of luxury unr 
der the Piazza, where M— n, the high priest, daily 
serves up his rich offerings to that goddess, great would 
be the reward of that tishmonger in blessmgs poured 
down up^n him from the goddess ; as great would his 
merit be towards the high priest-, who could never be 
thought ^o over-rate such valuable incense. • 

And here having mentioned tlie extreme cheapness 
irf^&b in the Devonshire sea, aadgivea somei littk hinf; 



of the- extreme deamess with which this comniddi<ty » 
dispensed by those who deal in it in London^ ! eannot 
pass on without throwmg forth an observation or two^ 
with the same view with which I have scattered my se- 
veral remarks through tliis voyage^ sufiiciently saCikied 
in having finished my life, as I have, probably io6t k^ 
in the service. of my country, from the best of motms, 
though it should be attended with the worst of successu 
'Ends are always in our power; meant are vearj sel- 
dom so. 

Of all the animal food with whkh m^ is funui^iei^ 
there are none so plenty as fish. A litlie rivniet, tint 
glides almost unperceived through a vast tract of ricli 
land, will support more hundreds whh the flesh of its 
inhabitants, than the meadow will nonri^ individuals. 
But if this be true of rivers, it is much truer of the Ma 
shores, which abound witli such immense variety of 
iish, that the curious fisherman, after he hath made liis 
draught, often culls only the daintiest part, and leavo 
the rest of his prey to perish on the shtH'e. 

If this be true, it would appear, I think, that there 
is nothing which might be had in such abundani:e, and 
consequently so cheap, as fish, of which natut^ seems 
to have provided such inexhaustible stores with some 
peculiar design. In the. production of terrestrial ani- 
mals, the proceeds with such slowness, that in the larger 
kind, a single female seldom produces more than one 
ti year, and this again requires three, four, or five years 
more to bring it to perfecticiL And though the lesser 
quadruped^, those of the wdd kind particularly, with 
the birds, do multiply muck faster, yet can none of 
these bear any proportion with the aqiiatrc anhnals; of 
whom every female matrix is furnished with an arnioal 
offspring, almost exceeding the p6xver of numbers, and 
which, in many instances at least, a single year is capa- 
ble of bringing to some degree of maturity. 

What then ought, in general, to be so plentiful, what 
so cheap as fish ] What then so properlV tka food of 
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Ibe poor 7 So ia many places tbey are, and so niieht 
tbe> always be in great cities^ which are always situalfed 
near the sea, or on the coniiux of large rivers. How 
comes it then, to look no farther abroad for instances, 
that in our city of London, the case is so faifotherwise, 
that, except that of sprats, there is not one poor palate 
ia a hundred that knows the taste of fish. 

It is true, indeed, that this taste is generally of sitck 
tau:eUent flavour, that it exceeds the power of French 
cookery to treat the palates of the rich jvith any thing 
iBoie exquisitely delicate; so that was fish tlie com- 
mon food of the poor, it might put them too much up* 
on an equally with their betters, in the great article of 
eating, in which, at present, in theopmion of some, tli€l 
gpneat difference in faappmess bet\Veen man and man 
consists. But this argument I shall treat with the ut«' 
most disdain; for if ortolans were as big as bustards, 
and M. the same time as plenty as sparrows, I should 
bold it yet reasonable to mdulge the poor with the 
daJBty, and that for this cause especially, that the rich 
voald soon find a sparrow, if as scarce as an ortolan, 
to be much the greater, as it would certainly be the 
rarer dainty of the two. 

Wcdnesdajf the 20th. This morning the captairf 
di«st himself in scarlet, In order to pay a visit to a De- 
vonslure 'squire, to whom a captain of a ship? is a guest 
of no ordinary consequence, as he is a stranger and at 
gentleman, who hath seen a great deal of the world in 
Ibreign parts, and knows all tiie news of the times. 

Thursday. As the wind did not yesterday discover 
a^ purpose of shifting, and ^e water in my belly grew 
troublesome, and rendered me short breathed ; I be- 
gan a second time to have apprehensions of wanting 
the assistance of a trochar, wh^ none was to be found t* 
I therefore concluded to be tapped again, by way of 
precaution; and accordingly I this morning summoned 
oo board a surgeon from a neighbouring parish, one 
whom the captam greatly recommended^ and who did 
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iadeed perform his o^ce with nmch dexterity. He 
was, I believe likewise, a man of great judgmeat and 
knowledge ia the profession ; but of this I cannot spcBk 
with perfect certainty ; for when he was going to open 
on the dropsy at large, and on tlie particular degree of 
the distemper under which I laboured, I was obl^fed 
to stop him short, for the wind was changed, and the 
captain in tlie utmost hurry to depart; and to desire 
biin« instead of his <^iiii(Mi, to as^ me with liis 
execution* y 

. I was now 6nce more delivered from my burthei^ 
which was not indeed so great as I had apprehended. 
wanting two quarts of what was let out sA the last 
operation. 

. While tlie surgeon was drawing away my water, die 
pallors were drawing up the^uichor; both were finished 
ai the same time, we unfurled our sails, and sdon pa»- 
«1 Uie Berry-head, which foniu the i»ootil of tfai; 
bay. 

, We had not, however, sailed fatr, wtten die wind, 
which had, though with a slow pace, kept us eonqpanj 
about six miles, suddenly turned about, and offered ta 
conduct us back again : a favour, which, though sorely 
against tlie grain, we ware .obliged to accept. 
« Friday, As we were disappointed of our wind, and 
obliged .t<) return back the preceding eveniagy we le* 
splved to extract all the good we could out of our mis« 
fortune, and to add considerably to our fresh st<»«8 of 
meat and bread, with which we were very indificrently 
provided when we hurried away yesterday. By the 
captain's advice we likewise laid in aome states of but- 
Iter, which we salted and potted ourselves, for our ose 
^t Lbbon, and we had great reason afterwards to tfaaok 
him for his ad vice- 
In the afternoon, I persuaded my wife, wfaem it was 
no easy matter for me to force from my side, to trte m 
walk on shore, whither the gallant captain dedaved Jbe 
was ready to attend her. Accordingly^ tl^e ladies set 
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oat, and left me to enjoy a swett and comfortable nap 
after the operation of the preceding day. * 

Thus we enjoyed our separate pleasures full three 
houn, whc^9 vte met again; and my M'ife gave the fore- 
going account of the gentleman, yvl^m I have before 
compared to Axylus, and of \ns habitation, to both 
which she had been introduced by the captain, in the 
stile of an old friend and acquaintance. 

Saturday. Early this morning the wind seemed in- 
clined to change in our ^sivour. Our alert captain 
snatched its very first motion, and got under sail with 
80 very gentle a breeze, that as the tide was against 
him, he recommended to a fishing-hoy to bring after 
him a vast salmon, and some other provisions which 
by ready for him on shore. ' 

Our anchor was up at six, and before nine in the 
morning we had doubled the* Berry-head, and were 
arrived off Dartmouth, having gone full three miles in* 
as many hours^ in direct opposition to the tide, which 
only befriended us out of our harbour; and though 
the wind was, perhaps, our friend, it Was so very silent,' 
and exert^ itself so little in our favour, that, like some 
cool partisans, it ^vas difiicult to say whether it was 
with us or against usw 

The oroers for the second tack were given, and 
obeyed with much more alacrity, than those had been 
for the first. We were all of us indeed in high spirits 
on tfa^ occasion; though some of' us a little regretted' 
the ffpod things we were likely to leave behind us by' 
the fisherman's neglect : I might give it a worse name, 
for he faithfully promised to execute the commission, 
which he had had abundant opportunity to do; but 
Nautica Jides deserves as much to be proverbial, a^ 
ever Punica Jides could formerly have done. Kay, 
when we consider that the Carthaginians came from 
the Ph^nicians, who are supposed to have produced" 
the first mariners, we may probably see the true rea^ 
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son of tbe adage, and it may open a field of veiy cuii* 

ous discoveries to tbe antiquarian. 

It was now our fortune to set out nwliarikus mnhi9» 
The wind freshened so briskly in our ]>oop, that the 
shore appeared to move from us, as fast as we did from 
tlie shore. Tlie ckptain deoiared he was sure of a wind 
meaning its continuance ; but he liad disappointed us 
80 often, that h^e liad lost all Credit. However, he 
kept his word a little better now, and we lost sight of 
our native land« as joyfully, at least, as it is usual to 



regain it. 



Sunday. The next morning, the captain told me 
he thought himself thirty miles, to the westward of 
Plymouth, and beibre evening declared that the Li^ttl 
pomt, which is tbe extremity of Comwal), bore several 
l^ues to leeward. Nothiqg remarkable past tiiis day, 
except the captam's devotion, who, in his own phrase^ 
summoned all hands to prayers, which were read by 
a common sailor upon deck, wjth more devout force 
and address, than tiiey are commonly read by a conn- 
try curate, and received with more decency and atten- 
tion by the sailors thaa are usually preserved in city 
congregations. 1 am, indeed, assured, that if any such 
affected disregard of the solemn oihce in which the^ 
were engaged, as I have seen practised by ftne ^^entle- 
men and ladies, expressing a kind of apprehension lest 
they should be suspected of being really in earnest in 
their devotion, had been shewn here, they would have 
contracted the contempt of the whole audience. To 
say the truth, from what I observed in the behaviour of 
the sailors in this voyage, and on coraparffl<r it with 
what I have formerly se^n of them at sea and on shore 
I am convinced that on land there is nothing more idle 
and dissolute; in their own element, thex« are no per- 
sons near the level of their degree, who live in the con- 
stant practice of half so many good qualities. They 
are, for much the greater part, perfect masters of tlieir 
business, and always extremely alert, and ready in 
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exGiitingity without any regard tb* fatigue of hazard. 
The soldiers themselves are not better disciplined, nor 
more obedient to orders than tliese whilst abroad ; they 
sublnit to every dilhculty which attends their calling 
lyith cheerfulness, and no less virtues tlian patience and 
fortitude ^re exercised by them every day of their lives. 
Alt these good qualities, however, tliey always leave 
behind them on ship-board : the sailor out of water is, 
indeed, as wretched an animal as the fish out of water ; 
for, though the former liath in common with amphibi- 
ous animals the bare power of existing on the land, yet 
if he kept there any time, he never fails to become a 
nuisance. ' 

The ship having had a good deal of motion since she 
was last under sail, our women returned to their sick- 
ness an4 I to my solitude, havmg, for twenty-four hours 
together, scarce opened my lips to a single person* 
This drcumstance of being shut up within die circum- 
i^rence of a few yards, with a score of human creatures, 
with not one of whom it was possible to converse, was 
perhaps so rate, as scarce ever to have happened before, 
nor could it ever happen, to one lyho* disliked it more 
than myself, or to toiyself at a season when I wanted 
more food for my social disposition, or could converse 
less wholesomely and happily with my . own thoughts. 
To this accident, which fortune opened to me in the 
Downs, was owing the first serious thought which I iever 
entertained of enrolling myself among the voyage-wri-> 
ters; some of the most amusing pages, if indeed there 
be any which deserve that name, were possibly the pro* 
ductioa of the most disagreeable hours wliich ever 
haunted the autlior. 

Monday* At noon the captain took an observation, 
by which it app^red that Ushant bore some leagues 
north\i^rd of us, smd that we were just entering the^ 
Bay of Biscay. We had advanced a very few miles 
in thi$ bay before we were entirely becalmed ; we furlr 
ctii our sails, 93 beiag o£ no U3e to us^ while we lay in. 
Vol- XI Y 
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this- most disagreeable sitiiatioii, more detested by tlie 
saiioFs thaa th^ most violent tempest : we were afarmed 
with tlie ioss' of a fioe piece of salt beef,|;^whidi had 
been Imng in the sea to fre^iai it; this beings;, it seems, 
the strange property of Salt water. The thief was bn- 
• imediately suspected, and presently afterwards taken by 
the sailors. He was indeed no other than a huge shark, 
who, not knowing wiien he was well off, swallowed 
another piece of beef, together with a great iron crook 
on which it was hung, and by whicli he was*dragged 
into tbe sliip. ' 

I should scarce have mentioned the catching this 
shark, though ^p exactly confonnable to the rules and 
practice of voyfige-writing, had it not beeusfor a strange 
cireum^ance that attended it. This wa^ the recovery 
of the stolen bejef out of the shark's maw, where it lay 
unche\y€d and undigested, and whence, being conveyeq 
into the pot, the fleah, and the thief that had stolen it, 
joined together in fiiiiijshing variety to t|ie sliip'» crew. 

During tliis calm we likewise found the mast of a 
large vessel,^ which thp captain thought had lain at least 
three years in- the* sea. It was stuck all over wiHi a 
little shell-fish Or reptile called a barnacle, and which, 
probably, are the prey of the rock-fish, as our captain 
calls it, asserting that it is the finest fisli in tlie world; 
for which we are obliged to confide entirely in bi^ taste; 
for, though he struck the fish with a- kind of harping 
iron, arid wpUnded him, I am convinced, to death, yet 
he could not possess himself of his body ; but the )>oor 
wretch escaped to linger out a few hours, with [m>ba« 
bly great torments. 

Injthe evening our wind returned, -and so briskly, 
that we ran upwards of twenty leagues before the next 
day's :[7W«rf«y*] Observation, which brought us to 
lat. 47 deg. 42 min. The captam promised us a very 
speedy passage through the bay ; but he deceived us, or 
tlie wind deceived him, for it so slackened at sun-set, 
tl|at it- scarce carried us a mile in an ho«r duiii^ th^ 
lyhoW succeeding night. «. '. \ . > ' 



TO us»oi«. < Hi 

Wedmesdajf. A gale struck up a little' after san*rising, 
which carried us between three or four knots or miles 
ail hour. We were this day at noon about the middle 
^of the Bay. of Biscay, when tlie wind once more desert- 
ed us, and we were so entirely becalmed, that we did 
not advance a mile in many hours. My fresh-water 
reader will perhaps conceive no unpleasant idea from 
this calin; but it afiected us niuch more than a storm 
could have done; for as the irascible passions of men 
are apt to swell with indiguatioil long aftei* the injury 
whicli first raised them is over, so fared it with the sea. 
It rose mountains high, and lit^ed out poor ship up and 
down, backwards and forwards, with so violent an eino- 
tioUj that there was scarce a man in the sliip better able 
.to stand tlian myself. Every utensil in our- cabin irolled 
up and down as we should have rolled ourselves, had 
not our chairs been fast lashed to the fioon In this 
situation^ with our tables likewise fastened by ropes, 
the captam and myself took our n^eal with some difh* 
culty, and swallowed a little of our brotli^ for we spilt 
much tlie greater part. The remauider of our dinner 
being an old lean, tame, duck, roasted, I regretted but 
little (he loss of my teeth not being good enough to 
have chewed it. 

Our women, who began to creep 6ut of their holes 

.in the mornuig, retired again within the cabin to their 

beds, and were no more heard of this day, in which my 

whole comfort was to find, by the captain's relation, 

that the swelling was sometimes much worse ; he did, 

indeed, take tliis occasion to be more communicative 

. than ever, and informed me of such misadventures that 

had befallen him. withui forty-six years at sea, as might 

frighten a very bold spirit from undertaking even Uie 

shortest voyage. Were tliese, indeed, but miiversally 

kivoyfn^ our matrons of quaUty would possibly be deter- 

.red from venturing their tender offspring at sea ; by 

.which means our navy would lose the honour of many 

a young comu^odore^ who at twenty-two is better versed 
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ill maritinie afiairs thau real seameii are made by expe* 

rience at sixty. 

And this may, perhaps, appear the more extraordi- 
nary, as the education of both seems to be pretty much 
the same; neither of tiiem having had tlieir courage 
tried by Virgil's description of a stonn, in which, m- 
spii'ed as he was, I doubt whether our captain doth not 
exceed him. 

In the evening the wind, which continued in the N. 
W. again freshened, and tliat so briskly that Cape Finis- 
terre appeared by this day's observation to bear a fevr 
miles to the southward. We now, indeed, sailed or 
rather flew, near ten knots an hour ; and the captain, id 
the redundancy of good humour, declared he would go 
to church at Lisbon on Sunday next, for that he was 
tnire of a wind ; and indeed we all firmly believed him. 
But the event again contradicted him; for we were 
again visited by a calm in the evening. 

But here, though our voyage was retarded, we were 
entertained with a scene whicb as no one can behold 
without going to sea, so no one can form an idea of any 
thing equal to it on shore. We were seated on the deck, 
women and all, in the serenest evening that can be ima- 
gmed. Not a single cloud presented itself to. our view, 
and the sun himseif was the only object which engross- 
ed our whole attention. He did, indeed, "set with a ma- 
jesty which is incapable of description, with which, 
while the hori2on was yet blazing with glory, our eyes 
were called off to the opposite part to survey the nicon, 
vhich was then at full, and which in rising presented us 
witlt the second object that this world bath oftered to 
our vision. Compared to these the pageantry of thea- 
tres, or splendour of courts, are sights almost below the 
regard of children. 

We did not return from the deck till late in the 
evening: the weather being inexpressibly pleasant, and 
so warm, that even my old distemper perceived the ail- 
teration of the cHmate* There was, mdeed^ a swell. 
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buCnodlhig comparable to what we had felt before, 
and it affected us on the deck much less than in the 
cabm. 

Friday. The calm continued till sim-rising, when 
the wind likewise arose; but, unluckily for us it came 
from a wrong quarter:, it was S. S. E. which is that very 
wind which Juno %vould have solicited of i^olus, had 
£neas been, in our latitude, bound for Lisbon* 

The captain now put on his melancholy aspect, and 
resumed his fonner opinion, that he was bewitched. 
He declared, with great solemnity, that this was worse 
and worse, for that a wind directly in h\A teeth was 
worse than no wind at all. Had we pursued the course 
which the wind persuaded us to take, we had gone di- 
rectly for Newfoundland, if we had not fallen in with 
Ireland in our way. Two ways remamed to avoid this; 
one was to put mto a port of Galicia; the other, to 
beat to the Westward with as little sail as possible; and 
Uiis was our captain's election. 

As for us poor passengers, any port would have been 
welcome to us ; especially, as not only our fresli provi- 
si<ms, except a great number of old ducks and fowls, 
but even our bread was come to an end^ and nothing 
but sea biscuit remained, which I could not chew. So 
tliat now, for the first time in my life, I saw what it 
was to want a bit of bread. 

The wind, however, was not so unkind as. we had ap- 
prehended ; but having dechned with the sun, it changed 
at the approach of the moon, and became again favour- 
able to us ; though so gentle, that the next day's obser- 
vation carried us very little to the southward of Cape 
Finisterre. This evening, at six, the wind, which had 
been very quiet all day, rose very high, and continuing 
in our favour, drove us seven knots an hour. 

This day we saw a sail, the only one, as I heard of, 
we had seen in our whole passage through tlie bay. I 
mention this on account of what appeared to me some- 
w Jhat extraordinary. Though die was a,t such a distance 
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that I could only perceive she was a ship, the sailors 
discovered she was a snow bound to a port in Gaiicia. 

Sunday » After prayers, which our good captain read 
with an audible voice, and with but one mistake, of a 
ium, for Elias, in the second lesson for thb day, we 
iound ourselves far advanced in 42 degrees, and the 
ci^tain declared he should sup of Porte. We had not 
much wind this day ; but as this was directly in our hr 
vour, we made it up with sail of which we crowded all 
we had. We went only at the rate of four miles ah 
hour, but with so uneasy a motion, contiiiually rolling 
from side to side, that I suffered more than I had done 
in onr whole voyage; my bowels being ahviost twisted 
out of my belly. However, the day was very serene 
and bright, and tlie captain, who was in high spirits, af- 
firmed he had never passed a pleasanter at sea. 

The wind continued so brisk that we ran upward of 
six knots an hour the whole night. 

Monday. In the morning, our captain concluded 
that he was got into lat« 40 deg; and was very little 
short of the Burlins, as they are called in the charts. 
We came up witli them at nve in tiie afternoon, being 
the first land we had distinctly seen siiice we left Devon- 
shire. They consist of abundance of little rocky islands, 
a little distant from the shore, three of them only shew- 
ing themselves above the water. ^ 

Here the Portuguese maintain a kind of garrison, if 
we may allow it that name. It consists of mTil^iactors, 
who are banished hither for a term of divers small of- 
fences. A policy which they may have ciSpied from 
the Egypitians, as we may read in Diodonis Siculus. 
That wise people, to prevent the corruption of good 
manners by evil communication, buik a town on the 
Red Sea, whither they transported a great number of 
their criminals, having first set an indeliable mark on 
them, to ){reveQt tl eir returning, and nnxing with the 
sober part of their citifens. 

l^Mse roekis lie atPMit#ftMi leagues &ordi*wi^t of 
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Cape Roxftet; or, as it is commoiily called, the Rook 
of Lisbon ; wfaich we past early the next morning. Tlie 
wind, indeed, would have carried us thither sooner, but 
the captain was noit in a hurry. This is a very high 
mountain, situated on the noithem side of the moutk 
of the river Tajo, which rising above Madrid, in Spaiifi^ 
and soon becoming navigable for small craft, empties 
itself, after a long course, into the sea, about four 
leagues below Lbbon. 

On the summit of the rock stands a hermitage, whidh 
is now in the possession of an £ngli$hman» who was for** 
meriy master of a vessel trading to Lisbon; and, havmg 
changed his religion and his manners, the latter of which, 
at least, were none of the best, betook himself to this 
place, in order to. do penance for jhis sins. He is now 
very old, and hath inhabited this hermitage for a great 
number of years, during which he hath received S6me 
countenance from the royal family; and, particularly 
from the present queen dowager, whose piety refuse 
no trouble or expense by which she may make a pro* 
selyte; being used to say that the saving one soul would 
repay all the endeavours of her life. 

Here we waited for the tide, and had tiie pleasure 
of surveying the face of the country, the soil of which, 
at this season, exactly resembles an old brick-kiln, or 
a field where tide green-swarc^ is pared up and set a 
burning, or rather a smoaking, in little heaps, to ma* 
nure the land. This sight will, perhaps, of all others, 
make an Englishman proud of, and pleased with, lih 
own country, which in verdure excels, I believe, ev'?ry 
other couiitiy. Another deficiency here, is, the want 
of large trees, nothing above a shrub being here to be 
discovered in the circumference of many imies. 

At this place we took a pilot m bt ard. who, being 
the jfirst Portuguese we spoke fo, gavt^ us an instajice 
of that reii^us observance which is paid by all nan 
tions to their laws * for, whereas it is Here a capital 
offence taaiHSt aHy persoar'iii^ goiiag «ii fkoit 6^ a 
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^non in it viewed by the magistrates of health as 
*thcy arc called, this worthy pilot, for a very smaller re- 
ward, rowed the Portugaeie priest to sliorc at this 
pkice, beyond which he did not dare to advance ; aiwl. 
In venturing, whither he had given sufficient testintiony 
.of love for his native country. 

We did not enter the Tajo till noon, when after 

passing several old castles, and other buildings, which 

Jiad greatly the a&pect of rubs, we came to tlie castle 

; of Belleislc, where we had a full prospect of Lisbon, 

• and were indeed within three miles of it. 

Here we were saluted with a gun, which was a signal 

. lo pass no farther, till we had complied with certain 

ceremonies, which the laws of tliis country require to 

-fee observed by all ships which atrive m this port. 

tWe^ere obliged then to cast anchor, and fexpect the 

vttrrival of the officers of the customs, without whose 

.psissport no ship must proceed farther than this place. 

, Here likewise we received a visit from one of those 

magistrates of health before-mentioned. He refiised 

• to come on board the ship, till every person in her 
ihad been drawn up on deck, and personally viewed bv 
him. This occasioned some delay on my part, as it 
was not tlie woi-k of a minute to lift me from the cabm 
;to Uie deck. The captain thought my particular case 
anight have been excused from this cereniony ; and that 

it.w^ld be abundantly suflicien^ if the magistrate, 
,who was obliged afterAvarddtovisiHhe cabih, surveyed 
jiie there. But this did not vsiltisfy the magistrate's 
-strict regard to his duty. When he was told of my 
lameness, he called out with a voice of authority, * Let 
him be broi^t up,' and his orders wete presentlv com- 
•jjlied with. He ivais indeed^ a person of great dignity, 
.as well as of mo»t exact fidelity «i the discharge of his 
jtrust. Both which are the more '^nurable, as his 
^lary is less than 301. English per annrtm. 
. Bejbi;^ %.ship hath ,been visited by one of thuat 
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magistrates^ no person can lawfully go on board her; 
nor can* any on board her depart irom iier. This I 
saw exemplified in a remarkable instance* The young 
lady whom I have mentioned as one of our passengers^ 
was here met by his father^ who, on the first news of 
the captain's arrival, came from Lisbon to Beileisle in 
a boat, beuig eager to embrace a son whom he had not 
seen for many years. But when he came along-side 
our ship, neither did th^ father dare ascend, nor the 
sqn descend, as the magistrate of health had not been 
yet ou board. 

Some of my readers will, perhaps, admire the great 
caution of this policy, so nicely calculated for the pre* 
servation of this country from all pestilential disteiup 
pers. Others will as probably regard it as too exact 
and formal to be constantly persisted in, in seasons of 
Ihe utmost safety, as well as in times of danger. I will 
not decide either ^ay ; but will content myself with 
observing, that I never yet saw or heard of a place 
where a traveller had so much trouble given him at 
his landmg as here. The only use 'Of which, as all 
such matters begin and end in form only, is to put it 
into the power of low and mean fellows to be either 
rudely officious, or gr<»sly corrupt, as they shall see 
occasion to prefer the gratification of their pride or of 
their avarice* 

Of this kind, likewise, is that power which is lodged 
with other officers here, of taking away every grain of 
snuff, and every leaf of tobacco, brought either from 
other countries, though only for the teni|>orary use of 
tlie person, during his residence here. Tins ir executed 
with great insolence, and as it is in the hands of the 
dregs of the people, very scandalously: for, under pre* 
tence of searching for tobacco and snuff, they are sure 
to steal wliatever they can find, insomuch that when 
they came on board, our sailors addressed us in the 
Coveut'Gardto language, * Pray, gentlemen and ladies* 
take care of your swords and w^tdies.' Indeed I never 
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•yet saw any "thing equal to the contempt and hatred 
which our honest tars every moment expressed for 
• these Portuguese officers. 

At Belleisie lies buried Catharine of Arragon, widow 
of Prince Arthur, eldest son of our Henry VII. after- 
t^'ards man led to, and deJvorced from, Henry VIII. 
Close by the church, where her renfiaiiis are deposited, 
is a larije convent of Geronvmitesi one of the most 
beautiful piles of building in.all Pdrtugal. 

In the night, at twelve, our ship having received 
j)revious visits from all the necessary parties, took the 
^advantage of the tide, and having sailed up to Lisbon, 
cast anchor there in a calm, and a moon-shiny nigfar, 
which made the passage incredibly pleasant to the wo- 
men, who remained three hours enjoying it, whilst I 
'was left to the cooler transports of enjoying their plea- 
sures at second hand; and yet, cooler as they may be, 
whoever is totally ignorant of such sensatioDi is, at the 
-same time, void of all ideas of friendship. 

Wednesday, Lisbon, before which we now lay at 
anchor, is said to be built on the same number of hills 
with old Rome ; but these do not all appear to tlie 
Water ; on the contrary, one sees from thence one vast 
high hill and rock, with buildhigs arising above one 
another, and that in so steep and almost perpendicular 
a manner, that tliey all seem to have but one fouo- 

, dation. 

As the houses, convents, churches, &c. are large, 
and all biiilt with white stone, they look very beautiful 

.at a distance; but a§ you approach nearer, and find 
them to want every kind of ornament, all idea of beau- 

**ty varnishes at once. While I was surveying the pros- 

' pect of this city, which bears so little resemblance to 
any other that I have ever seen, a reflection occurred 
to me, that if a man was suddenly to be removed from 
Palmyra hither, and should* take a view of no other 
city, in how glorious a light would the antient architce- 
ture appear to iiim ! and what desolation and destruc* 
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tion of arts and scienoes would he conclude had hap* 
peaed between the several aeras of these cities! . . 

I had now waited full three hours upon deck, for 
tile return of my man, w^om I had sent to be^)eak a i 
good dinner (a Uiing wliich had been long unknown to 
me) on shore, and then to bring^ a Lisbon chaise with, 
him to the sea-shore ; but, it seems, the unpertinence 
of the providore.was not yet brought to a conclusion. 
At tluee. o'clock,, wiieo I was. from emptiness ratlier 
faint than hiibgry, my n^an returned, and told me^ 
there was a new law lately made, that no passencer 
should set his foot on shore without a special ordei: 
from the providore ; and that he himself would have 
been sent to prison for disobeying it, had he not beeii 
protected as the servant of the captain. He informed 
me likewise, that the captain had been very industrious 
to get this order, but that it was then the prqvidore's 
hour of sleep, a time when no man, except tlie king ^ 
himself, durst disturb him. 

To avoid prolixity, Uiough in a part of my narrative 
which may be more agreeable to my reader than it 
was to me, the providore having at last finished his 
nap, dispatched this absurd matter of form, and gave 
me leave to come, or rather to be carried on shore. 

What it was that gave the first hint of this strange 
law is not easy to guess. Possibly, in the lancy of 
tlieir defection, and before their government could be 
well established, they wpre willing to guard against the 
bare possibility of surprise, of the success of which bare 
possibility tlie Trojan horse will remain for ever on re- 
cord, as a great and memorable example. Now the 
Portu^^ucse have no walls to secure them, and a vessel 
of two or three hundred tons will contain a much 
larger body of troops than could be concealed in that 
famous machine, though Virgil tells us (somewhat hy- 
perboUcally, I believe) that it was as big as a moun^ 
t^n. 

About s^en in the evening I got into a cbmse oa 
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ritt>re, and was driven through the nastiest city in the 
ivorldy though at the same thtie one of the most po- 
pulous, to a kmd of cofiee-house, which is very plea- 
santly situated on the htow of a hill, about a mile from 
the city, and hath avery fine prospect of the river Tajo 
from Lisbon to the sea. 

Here we regaled ourselves with a good supper, for 
which we were as well chaiged, as if the bill had been 
made on the Bath road, between Newbury and Lou* 
4on. 

And now we could joyfully say, 

]E!gre89i aptata Trees pothmtur arena. 

Tbeiiefore, in the words of Horace, 
■ ■ h icfinkehort^ejmviaqne* 
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INDIAN SEAS and JAPAlt, ! 

Between the Years ITTO and 1779. 

CHARLES PETER TBinSBERG. ' 



OF all the emiaciiiiiieo, wli<»n'tlie great Linnflevs 
fbrmad by his precq>ts» anfl ammated i»y his 
example^ no one has r^Kierecl himself more illustriotts 
than Thwiberg./ After spending nine years at the Uni- 
versity of Up^* and having passed the usual examina* 
tions for a doctor of physic's degree, he obtamed fron 
the Academical CpnsbtiM^ the Konrean pension iRnr 
travelling, Which, ui the space of thnee years, amounts 
to tliree thousand eight hundred copper dollars, cir 
about foity-five pouiids sixteen shillings and eight 
pence sterling; and with his own little stock, &ii 
enabled him to undertake a journey to Paris, with ii 
view to his farther improvement in medicine, surgeij^ 
and natural history. 

His merit and acquisitions, bis desire of travriitiif; 
and his want of patronage, being blazoned in HcAiam^ 
raised him some powerful protectors, and under dieir 
sanction, he made a voyage tathe Cape, where he eon- 
turned for some time ; and afterwards to Jaxra and'Japait& 
His account of the latter en^re is pecniiarly interesi^ 
ing, as it relates to & country so little known ; so difl 
ferent in almost every respect from the casloms audi 
institutions t>f Europe. Of 4II nations on the fiiee ng 
the globe, the Japanese are the most «ibgular, Here» 
aadeed,.as m othec countries, anUTaimd bQ^ufdal an4 

VQL.XI. Z 
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^micious estaUidHiie^ts; yet we 'camot belp ftd^ 
miring the steadiness which coosttttttes the national 
character; the unmutability of their laws; and the 
unwearied assiduity of the people to do and promote 
whatever is useful. Nor are their attacbnieut to their 
country, and their jealousy of strangers, the unxfermity 
of their institutions, and the iniparttaiity of their go- 
ireminent» less worthy of wonder and admiration. 

Hence then the descriptions of Thunberg ihust at 
once be often novel and interesting* when .he enters on 
the subject of Japan, and, thereforc'^^^'e shall make it 
i distinct head of his travels ; while those which he 
anteced^ly performed, as having been over a beaten 
track, inay be treated of more lightly and ge^rally. 

The talents and industry, however, of Thimberg, 
^ere con^icuous in every situation, ^£ven where his 
researches had frequently been anticipated by others, 
his intimate acquaintance with botany, and the other 
branches of natural history, give a value to bis remarks 
lOid discoveries; and shew how well he was qualified 
.to tread in a path which had either been overlooked, or 
inadequately pursued. During the space of nine years, 
lirhich he spent in foreign countries, he brought much 
fin^ matter to light from the exhaustless mine of Na- 
ture. He d^ribed and arranged near four hundred 
^w.animals» and sevent}>-tive new generea of plants; 
Itnd species to the number of five hundred and np> 
,irards ; all which he has already given to the world in 
separate publication^ ; while mauy articles stiU remain 
under his investigation. 

When M. Thunberg arrived in Stockholm^ m 1779, 
after such a long absence from his native country, he 
had the honour of an audience of Us sov^dgn, and 
met with the most marked att^tion and r^pect from 
all classes of his. countrymen. Indeed, while he was 
cut off from their socsety. the^ had not heen unmindful 
i f him : they had conftmd several honours on this 
l^crfieveria^ piqpil of nature whidi awatlied liim on his 
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retarn. This mudtliave been highly flattering; but ha 
farther received the most soiid proofs of royal fevour 
and national gratitudie, which we trust he will long live 
to enjoy^ for tlie beueiit of seience, over which he ha^ 
tlirowa such a lustre, by his many useful labours. The 
repu^tion of Thuuberg,. indeed, can scarcely rise 
higher: almost every leatned society m Europe has 
thought tt an honour to boa^t of his name among their 
most dbtiogtushed members. * His travels have been 
translated into the most fashionable languages of 
Europe/ and have met with the best reception ; yet it 
must be allowed, tliey are much more valuable for th^ 
matter they contain, than for the embellishments bi 
language or arrangement. / 

Omitting tlie brief narrative of his- tour to Paris, ^ 
we shall take up our traveller at Amsterdam. Here, > 
by the favour of Professor Bourman, and others, he 
was introduced to the acquaiutance of some gentlemen*, 
belonging to the Dutch East India Company, who/ 
having a taste for botanyi and a desire of enlarging 
their collections with new exotics, listened with plea- 
sure to his proposal of undertaking a voyage to Japan,', 
apd furnished him with the necessary ^ means and re-* 
commendations. And as no nation, except the Dutch,' 
is suffered to trade with Japan, it was necessary for^ 
him to ieam to ^»eak their language ; to acquire which, 
he requested permission to pass a couple of years at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and to be taken into the serv 
vice of the East {pdia Company. 

In compliance with this request, he was appointed' 
surgeon extraordinary in one of tha i^ps then liound 
for the Cape, named the Schoonzigt, the captain of: 
which was M- fiondeerant;, a native of Sweden. 

Being amply furnished with letters of recommendation, * 
and luiving nmde every requisite preparation, M. Thun- 
b^rg went on board on the 14th of December, 1771 ; 
but, owing to contrary winds, they were detained in the . 
Texei fora fortnight longer, during which time he 
iuade himself acquainted with the economical regul4« 



S59 THUKttBBG'i? very AG K 

tkiDS observed on board, both Mvith regard to the 
healthy aiid sick part of the crew. ' Each man, at the 
a^uuQencement of the voyage, singles out a ccmpaBido^ 
on whom he can (i^ace the utmost confidence ; andtiie 
messes are so regulated, that seven dine together* 

It seems that an epidemical comfrfaint raged on 
board the ships, which our author, ascribes chiefly to 
the state of the air, and the number of unfortunate 
sneo who had been kidnapped, and were sent off as 
soldiers to the eastern settlements. Against this in- 
human practice he inveighs with great asperity ; and it 
certainly is an indelible disgrace oa any country thi^ 
tolerates such a nefarious ti^c. tn Holland, how- 
ever, it appears to be carred on with the most aggra- 
vating circumstances, while the government at least en- 
cpurages it by connivaace.. 

The physieian of the company had given the ne^ 
^sssary directions to stop the contagion, and the usual 
IVrevent^tives were employed ; but the disease did not 
entirely cease (hiring the whole voyage,- nor did it con- 
siderably abate till the miserable kidnapped persons 
were mostly carried off. How dreadful it is thus to 
sport with life, and to endanger the sound, by a commu- 
nication with those who, firom a previous confinement 
and ill usage, carry the seeds of disease on board. 

At last; on the 30th of December, they left the 
Texel with a favourable wind, and in a few days en- 
tered ihe Bay of Biscay. Ob the 4th of January, the 
efiicers of the Schoonzigt were nearly poisoned by the 
aiminal mistake, or. rather the gross stupidity, of tiic 
steward, who had served out white lead insten<) of fiour 
for pancakes; When brought to table, they appeared 
a little spotted, and extremely dry. The cook was 
therefore called in and reprimanded, ofi the presump- 
tion that he liad been too sparing of butter; nor did 
the taate betray the deleterious composition of which 
thej were made. 

Most of the officers ate a pancake a piece, and the 
last were coosumed by the purser and bo^s ; so that 
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twenty peopk partook of thebi. The tSicts suddenly ' 
appeared: most . tlire^v them up again immediately;' 
and otfaTers in the course of the night and following 
day. The vessel iii which they were dressed was first 
suspected of being the cause ; sea-sickness came in for 
a share of the blame; but at last M. Thunberg, who 
had participated in this dangerous meal, more narrowly 
exainihing the sediment at the bottom of the frying-, 
pan, put it on some live coals, and with a blow-pipe 
melted it into lead. 

The cause of their illness was no longer a secret* 
Those who vomited early escaped without much dan- 
ger ; but others, whose stomachs did not reject the 
offending load so soon, were tortured with vomiting/ 
and ch^iics for several days. None, however, suffered 
more than the captain, the chaplain, and our author, ' 
notwithstanding the bc^t antidotes they could have re- 
course to; and though no one lost his life, the misery 
tiiat several of them endured for many days was beycmd 
description. 

One poor fellow was so raving mad with pain, that 
he attempted to rip open his own belly. His cholic at 
last turned to the iliac passion; nor could laudanum 
give him any lasting relief. A blister, however, being 
applied to the region of the stomach, perfectly reinovtid 
the cholic, and a passage beuig procured by activ^t 
clysters, he gradually began to recover. 

It was nearly a month before they all recovered; and' 
the vaiious symptoms which appeared in consequenfce 
of (his active poison, were as different as their consti- 
tutions and modes of life, M. Thunberg sufiered a 
saiivktion, and had tlie most excruciating pains in his 
head and ears, so that he was at one tune apprehensive 
of an apoplexy. 

Without stopping at any of the western islv^nds, they, 
pursued their voyage ; and on the 2^d of February, 
passed the line. Here they saw many flving fi^ 
(exocetus voUtaus) which generally flew in one uirection* 

13 
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The wcvktTf begaft to rage more than ever, dtitf tbe 
waler grew putrid, and generated maggots. 

For some days they had seen indications of land i 
and on the 10th of April, Table Mountaiii began* to 
shew its head. Six days afterwards they entered Tabif 
Bay» and fired the customary salute. la the rdlsd 
M. Thunbergfounda Swedish ship^ v^uxk had branghl 
Us friend. Professor Sparrnian. ' 

Being safely arsived at the Cape, our traveller 
waited on the lieutenant-goTernor, Baron Plettenfa«r^ 
and the other gentlemen of the regency, to whom be 
was cecoinmended, who received him with great wSbh 
bility, smd promised to assist him in his design of tra^ 
nellu^; into the interior part of the country. ' 

Wmter now stesiling on in this climate^ he found it 
necessary to defer bis expedition till the month of Sep* 
ten^ber ; and in the meanwhile employed himself in 
obtaining information respecting the internal economy 
and institutions of the company, and in examining the 
plants and animals in the town and envircMas. 

The houses in the Cape Town, M. Thunbei^ says, 
are all of brick, white washed, and corered with flat 
bri<ik roofs, or with a kind of grass, indigenous to the 
country (restio tectorum,) laid upon very low frame- 
work. On account of the violence of the winds, the 
yoofs cannot be tiled over or Yaised high. 

The domestics here generally consist of black or 
tawny slaves from Malabar, Madagascafi and other 
mrts of India. These most commonly. speak broken 
Portuguese or Malabar, but seldom the Dutch lan- 
guage. They learn various trades, by which they 
profit their masters; and are let out by the racmth, 
week, or day. 

As weH witliin as witfibut the town are neat and 
excellent gardens, which produce many culinary vege- 
tables, and much fruit. Among these, that extensive 
and beautiful garden, belonging to the company, dis- 
liaguishes itself like aa old oak, to usq ouY aatbor'a ex*. 
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pf6g»0»y 2XMBe a thicket of bushes, Tllii garden, 
which is divided into forty-four quarters, is always 
Of^B to the public*"' 

- ThelniaU<-pox and the measles are tike most iatal 
^tempers here; for the prevention of which they use 
tlie same precautions as are customary against the 
plagoe. Consequently, as soon as a ship arrives in 
the road, a surgeon is sent on board to examine the 
Ot-ew ; and in catse of any infection being found among 
them, the captain has a station pointed out for him 
where he may be supplied with refreshments ; but all 
communication with the shore is suspended. * 

Yet with all this laudable care on the part of go- 
vernment to preserve the health of the people, the 
small-pox has, at different times, made dreadful havoc 
at the Cape, as well among the Hottentots as the 
Europeans. Nor have the measles been less hM, 
from injudicious medical treatment. 

M. Thunberg made several short excursions from 
the Cape, during tlie mouths of June and July; but 
however interesting his remarks may be to a naturalist, 
general re^^rs would be little gratified with the parti- 
culars. He eyery where found hospitality prevalent 
among the farmers; though living in the town was 
sufficiently expensive. 

Towards the conclusion of wmter, in the month of 
August, the fields began to be decorated with early 
flowers, and our traveller thought of making prepara- 
tions for his approaching long journey into the interior 
part of the country. After providing himself with 
various appendages necessary for a naturalist, he pur* 
chased a saddle horse, a covered waggon, and three 
yoke of oxen. His travelling companions were Auge, 
the botanical gardener at the Cape, who had made 
eighteen jouroies mto the coimtry ; M. Immelman, the 

* As we have given » pretty fvll acc(yint of t^ Cape, anci tli^ 
country of the 'Hottentots, &e. from Sparrm*n, and othera, we 
thall be less circa mstlinttal on this occasion. In a general work» 
lepetitionsi without novelty, should evte be avoided. 
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son of an aflSoU'; and LeQohardi, a sergeant; with two'' 
domesticated Hottentots. 

Being equipped and ready, they set out on the 7th i 
of September, apd proceeded by Riet Valley and 
Groeue Kloof, a considerable grazing farm belongiug 
to the company. Here they remained a w^ek,. making 
collections and observations; and seem to ha-ve .much 
enjoyed this delightful situation. 

Havijog visited Saldanha Bay, where they saw au 
immense number of seals, some of which weigh four- . 
teen or fifteen hundred weight, they returned to The 
Fontein. In this vicinity they saw that beautiful bird, , 
the falco secretarious, distinguished for its beautiful 
head and long legs, {t lives entirely on serpents, and 
therefore is a deserved favourite in every comitry 
where it is found. 

On the 25th, they passed over the Berg Rjlvier ; and 
niext day took up their Jodgings with a man of the . 
name of De Vett, a descendant of one of the French 
families, which arrived with the iirst colonists to lay 
out vineyards, and plant fruit trees. Here they rested 
some tune, in order to refresh their cattle ; and in tlxe 
mean while made short excursions in the neighbour- 
hood, which was fertile in natural curiosities. 

At this place M. Thunberg was shewn a snake-stone, . 
so much celebrated for its virtues as an antidote against 
the bite of poisonous animals.. When applied to a 
poisoned wound, it sticks ^t, till it is saturated with 
the infection, after which it drops off, and discharges 
the venom it has absorbed in soii^e fluid. It appears, 
however, that this stone is too costly to b^ within the 
purchase even of ordinary farmers; and that the HoU, 
tentots, when bitten by a serpent, immediately searcli 
for a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus 
effect a perfect cure. They have also the art of ex- 
tractiug the poison by suction. 

Our traveller being informed by the inhabitants of 
Rhoode Zand, that a bush grew in the mountains 
which produced caps, gloves, worsted stockings, 6ic» of 



fl( substance. resembling fine plush, he was aiikious to 
unravel this mystery; and found that tlie p?ant in 
question was the bupierum giganteum, the leaves of 
which are covered with a very thick down, or tomen- 
turn, which being stripped off entire, with a littJe as- 
sistance from the scissars, really furnishes the specified 
articles ; so that the matter is not quite so marvellous 
as it was marvellously related. 

Having made a large collection of plants, bh'ds, and 
seeds, they left this beautiful spot on the 6th of Octo- 
ber, and penetrating into the country, arHved at a 
house near the Hot 'Bath, where thev halted for the 
purpose of using this mineral bath, and of exploring 
the productions of the adjacent mountains. The water 
is* reckoned extremely pure ; but so intoleraMy hot, 
that it frequaitiy brings on swoonings and nausea, if 
long used at one time. 

Oil account of the flooding of the riv^?, they were 
obliged to remain here a few days. On the 14tli, 
however, they continued their journey, and on the 1 8th 
arrived at Zwellendam, the residence of one of the 
company's land-rosts, whose jurisdiction extends over 
all tlie interior part of the country that lies beyond 
this spot, and who has a power in most respects similar 
to that of tlie governor of a province. 
' Proceeding from this place, the plains began to 
abound more in giass, and to assume the appearance of 
meadows. The mountains were likewise broken into 
steeps and hills, and Nature wore a more vigorous, but 
less cultivated, appearance. . 

Tliey had hitherto travelled nearly due south-east, 
through a country on both sides surrounded with 
mountains, which they now determined to cross in the 
direction of the Hautiniquas, while their waggon wa9 
to proceed through Attaquas Kloof. 

In the course of tliis progress they fell in with dif^ 
fereut parties of the Hottentots, whose manners, M« 
Thunberg supposes, and with reason, to have undergone 
a great revolution within the la$t hundred years. Bent 
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by slavery^ or drivea from their native haunts int^, 
more distant quarters, they are become timid and ^y. ^ 
and begin to lose many of those peculiarities which 
distinguislied them as a nation. 

On the 3d of November, they forded Koukuma 
River, \vhere they fell m with a mad buffalo, that killed 
two of their horses, and drove Aiige and the sergeant 
to the shelter of a tree ; where they sat without msiciog 
an effort to destroy the aggressor, though they were 
well armed. 

So much were those two heroes intimidated, and so 
little was their curiosity, that they seriously proposed 
making the best of their way back to the Cape, where 
they could live better, and be less liable to be frightened 
by buffaloes ; but when M. Thunberg represented how 
cowardly this would appear, and that he was deter- 
mined to proceed, even should tliey desert him^ shame, 
it not honour, got the better of their design« 

However, ou;* traveller left hb doleful companions, 
for a few days, at a farm near Pisang Rivler, while he 
visited the sea-coast; and particularly Robbeberg, a 
very singular mountain, which, in its different strata, 
l^esembled a piece of heterogeneous masonry. 

Near this spot he found the strelitsia, one of the 
most beautiful f^ovifers that has been introduced into 
the gardens of Europe from this country. The Hot- 
tentots are said to eat its fruit. 

Buffaloes are very plentiful in this neighbourhood, 
and it is nothing uncommon to see a herd of a hundred 
or two. A Hottentot, who had been train^ to the 
business of shooting those animals, supplied the family 
of a farmer with them, without having recQurse |o the 
herd ; yet so little indulgence did the poor fellow re- 
ceive, that the number of balls were counted out to 
him, every time he went a shooting, and he Was obliged 
to furnish a buffalo for each. 

The crest-fallen sergeant and gardener ha>'Uig, by 
this time, somewhat recovered their spirits, they re- 
sumed their journey ou the 10th of November, and 
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in the course 6( this day's jouniey refreshed themselves 
with Hottentot sack^milkj which they found very acid 
and coolmg, though few travellers, unless urged by ex- 
treme thirst, Would be able to prevail on themselves to 
taste it. M. Thunberg says, he had formerly iiiiagined 
that the ^our milk of Norrland, in Sweden, which is 
kept for several months, was the oldest in the world ; 
but he found that the Hottentot sack^milk might, from 
it9 much greater age, be considered as grandmother to 
the Norrland milk. 

On the 17th, near the banks of Diep Rivier, they 
saw a great number of small heaps of stones, under 
which an old Hottentot told them that the inhabitants 
of that track, who died of ulcers, were buned^ Hence 
there is reason to conclude, that this place had beea 
depopulated by the devastations of the small-pox. 

The bread-tree (zamia Caffra) which is a species of 
palm, grows on the eminences in this district. It rises 
to no greiit height, but is very thick ; and from the 
^ith the Hottentots contrive to make their bread. 
They, however, bury it first in the earth for the space 
of two months, and when it is sufficiently decayed, 
they knead it into a cake, which they bake in the 
embers, in a very slovenly style. 

Near Camtour's River the Caffrees and tlie Hottentots 
live promiscuously. The former, however, are by far 
the most personable and valiant. Their institutions 
and form of government are nearly the same in their 
origin; but the Caflrees, retaining their native inde- 
pendence, have deviated less from the customs of their 
forefathers. Hunting is their principal delight, and no 
people can be^more fortunately situated for the enjoys 
tnent of this sport. ; 

Near Sea-cow River, they heard of a colonist who 
had been bit in the foot by a serpent, of the species 
called Ringhals, or Ringoeck. It seems the unfortu* 
Bate mah was two miles from home when he met with 
this accident. He immediately dispatched a slave to 
bring him a horse ivitb all speedi on whi^h he went 
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borne, after binding up bis legs tight, in order to pie* 
vent*the poison from ^r^ading upwards. On his re* 
turn home, he became so sleepy, ^t it was with difH« 
culty he could be kept awake : he lo^t the sight of hb 
eyes, and remained blind for a fortnight. Hb legs 
swelled to an amazing degree, and covered the bandage 
in such a manner, tli^t it could not easily be removed. 
An incision was made round the wound, and the foQt 
washed in salt wajt^. New milk was given him to th^ 
qu ntity of several pails-full in a night, but he brought 
it all up again. After this the serpent stone was ap- 
plied to the wound, and the patient gradually re- 
covered. Yet, though he lived sever^ years after, 
every change of weather brought pains in the part, and 
the wound at times broke out afresh» 

Having refreshed their cattle, and taken a pretty 
extensive survey of the country, in the beginning of 
Decembej: they directed their course back ^gain; and 
though their return was not barren in botanical curio- 
sities, they met with no memorable incidents Jl>efore 
they arrived at the Cape, oa the 2d qf .January, .1773. 

Oiur traveller now employecl himself in arranging 
hi» collections, and sending them to his friends and 
patrons. After accomplishing tJ)is, he passed the subr 
sequent btumal months, as he had done last year, in 
botanizing in the environs of the Cape, and making 
short excursions into the country. 
. About this time, M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who had 
Accompanied M. Commerpon as a draughtsman, in his 
traveb round the world, arrived from the Isle of 
France. With this gentleman M. Thunberg contracted 
4in acquaintance, and they made many excursions to- 
gether to their mutual satisfaction. . About the middle 
of January tbeyxleterminedto visit Table Mountain, 
to explore its productions at that season of the year; 
and were recompensed for their trouble by the discovery 
of many rare plants, particularly of the orchide^ 
which they never found in any other situation. Among 
tiioe, the oixbisigrapdiflord wa^t oi>e of tbe most bes^? 



iSfof, sntl tbe seripms melaleiica^ one^of t^ most sin* 
gular. At the ha2ard of hi» Ii^« M. Tliunbei-g^ for * 
the tirst and last time, procured some specimens of the 
blue dBalongicomiis^ from a steep cliff. This plant is 
as ^eantiful as it is remarkable in its form. 

M. Tfaunberg informs us^ that -the wheat whlcb 
grows in this country is much heavier and more pro» 
ductive than that of Europe. This shews the value of 
the Cape as a settlement ; for whatever country pro* 
duces the most essential necessaries of life in the 
greatest abundance and perfection^ in the eye of Reason 
will always be most esteen^d. 

Though this tract is generally applied to agricultural 
purposes, the farms are not all held by the same tenure* 
In the vicinity of the Cape» the lands having been pur* 
chased of the HottentotS' for tobacco, brandy, and 
other commodities, are the. exclusive property of the 
colonist, which he is at liberty to dispose of; 1)at 
Irigher up the country, on th6 otJier side of the moun* 
tains, are copyholds, for which the colonists pay a 
quit rent, and cannot transfer then» without the per- 
mission of the governor. The buildings, however, 
on these premises, may be sold, though the land 
caxuiot. * 

. Neither burghers nor fanners can contract wedlock 
^itliout the governor's consent ; but this is seldom re- 
fused, and therefore is rather a matter of ^licy than 
of extortion. Sometimes, however, the sanction of 
the governor has been denied ; and in that case the 
parties have been obliged to defer theit nuptials till the 
arrival of another governor. • 

In various excursions which our traveller made into 
this country, he was more and more convinced, that 
the whole promontory, called the Cape, is nothing 
but a vast mountain ; for all the ridges and chains, as 
^dl as the greatest as the smallest, run between south** 
east and north-west ; and thus take the same direction* 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They 
also nm parallel to, but at unequal, distances frooa^ 
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each other ; so that some of the intervening^ vales »f 
Jbroad and well mhabited, whUe others are extremely 
narrow. It is singular, that in going from the town 
into the country^ from south to north, the elevation of 
the land still increases, notwithstanding several hills are 
passed ; and this continues to he the case for three or 
lour days' jpqrney. 

Near the Cape, which forms the most southern angle 
.of the triangle of Africa, the mountains have the least 
•extent. Th^ . farther one advances, the broader it 
grows, and the longer are the ridges formed by the 
mountains. So that there is a difference of nearly two 
months in the forwardness of the seasons, between tlie 
.most level and the most elevated spois. In like manner, 
.the whole soutliern coast, where Uie mountains go off 
with a gradual declivity, is always the wannest; and 
for tliis reason the most populous, and best cultivated 
parts of the colony. 

In the month of March, M. Thunberg spent a day 
;pn the top.of Table Mountain ; and was gratified in the 
evening with a singular and most beautiful prospect 
from this considerable eminence, which, lying m the 
;usual direction of the mountains in this tracks has one 
of its long sides open to the north-east, and the other to 
the south-west. 

The sun rising in the east, of course, in this latitude; 
|>roceeds towards the north, and at last sinks in the 
.ocean to the westward of the mountain. This makes 
an earlier morning^'and likewise a later evening sun. 
So that on the top. of this mountain, about five » the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, presented 
themselves to his view, of vvhich the western stilt eii^ 
Joyed the finest sunsliine,and a clear horizon; while 
the eastern was already covered with darkness, and ^ 
thick hnpending mist, though a moment before tlie 
jun sunk below the mountain, the view on both side> 
« was nearly the same. 

In the month of May, Major Gordon, our traveller, 
and an English gardener, hitely arrived, of the tnuuf 
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#f Mason, made an excursion on foot ronnd tb^ 
mountains situated between the Cape and False Bay»: 
9ad were much enteitajned, as well with the picture^ue 
noenes which every where opened, as with the natural' 
garniture of the soil at this season. About the be«> 
ginning of June there was a violent storfti, in which 
the Jonge Tliomas, one of the company's ships, was 
lost, and of one hundred and forty>nine men, only 
sixty-three escaped t9 land. M. Thuabeig mentions, ^ 
with due execration, the conduct of government, which 
was more intent on saving the property than the lives 
of the miserable crew, who were even treated with the' 
most savage inhumanity.* * 

The violent hurricane3 from the north-west have> 
more than once occasioned shipwreck in these roads. 
In 169^, three vessels were driven on shore and lost.' 
And about thirty ^ears ago, no less than seven of the 
company's ships suffered the same fate. 

do the 31st of July, a slave was executed, who had' 
murdered his master. The delinquent being tied to a^ 
cross, his arms and legs were first burnt in eight dif-^ 
lerent parts, with red-lK>t jagged tongs ; afterwards his^ 
arms and legs were broken on the whee^, and lastly^ 
Us head was struck off, and fixed on a pole. ' This 
execution was conducted with much solemnity, in tliev> 
presence of the judge, and a circle pf soldiers. 

The winter Tains having saturated the dry hilts ia 
the environs of the Cape, various beautiful and ele* 
gant flowers, of bulbous plants, began to firing in the^ 
month of August. The plants, more particularly 
aoticeable, were the ixia bulbocodium, which varied < 
much in the size and colour of its flowers ; the moraea' 
colHna and spatliacea, the dependent leaves of which 
twined xouiid the feet of the perambulator, and fre- 
quoitly threw him down ; and the morasa undulata, : 
ibe flower of which exhibits the appearance of a large . 
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* See Sparrnian*s voyage to the Cape, who records the herbU 
kfi^ttf 00 thi» occasioo^ of a pcrion named V^oltcmad. 
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sfidet, and mtkcts the files, called kloeb^ttlea^ bf if» 
fetid smell. Tke ekgaat faouiy d tte irises, hoivtvep» 
«ipeciall^ the papiUionaeei^ exieelied all others in Ike 
«iperb gnmdair ei their fiowers^ which was beyood 
^xpressiDB. 

September commencing, and the beaHtifid and 
flowery spring makiag Its appearance, putjd. "Dubi- 
faerg in mind of preparing for a loi^ journey up the 
country. His equipage was, in most xespects, tha 
samef as in the preced^ year. Besides p£^i; booke^ 
and ammunition, he took with him several medacinesta 
diita-ibttte among the colonists^who might stand in need 
of them, as a mark of attaation for their fonosr 
oiinlities. 

For ki? fellow-traveller, he had Mr. Mason, wha 
liad been sent here by his Britannic Mayesty, to collect 
fklants for the Ro^al Garden at Kew. Tius^enlkmaa 
was well equipped, and attended by an Europeao i^r- 
itof. Focir Hottentots were likewise engaged ; so iJtt 
the party consisted in all of seven persons^ who were la 
aequester themselves from the rest of the world lor 
aeveral months, and to penetrate far into the coiuitij 
tt> the nortl>:eastward. 

' They set out from the Cape on the 1 1th of Sepleoi- 
her, 1773, and their hrst 4tage was Jean Bests KiaaL 
Passing be^een the Tiger and the Blue Mountaio^ 
the soil' was generally covered with sand and dowi^ 
and abounding in swamps, wliich now began to produce 
fine pasturage for the cattle. Among the busbe^ ia 
the sand, they frequently saw land tortoises cmwling; 
and where they took up ttieir lodgmg, %bey were enter- 
tained >yith*tbb luscious food. 

* On the 13th, they aitived at the cmnpanyis post ia 
Groene Kloof, where they rested a few days, and hot»- 
luzed in the vicinity ; and afterwards continued their 
Journey to the sea shcu^e. Here they visited the Salt* 
pan, a track of country overspread with salt water 
duiring the winter, which gradually evaporating, « 
9olt is Jeft behbd, ^vfaieh the colonists coUeci for 
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Tfaey reached Saldanha Bay on the Ztd, and having - 
examined the small islands in its bosom, they pursued 
their journey to /Witteklipp» which receives its name 
from a large insulated rock of singular appearance, ; 
and curiously arched on one side by the hand of nature* : 
This cavity, which is difficult of access, seems only to . 
Ik frequented by swallows. 

Here they saw a number of , wild dogs, or jackall^ 
Ae foxes of Samson, which prey upon the antelopes, ; 
and sometimes make great havoc among, the sheep, , 
unless carefully watched. 

In the beginning of October, they passed the Black 
Mountain, carefully investigating the productions of 
the country in their way ; and on the 7tli, crossed the 
Berg Rivier^ which was much swollen with rainsj by a 
ferry. The roads now were exceeding bad, and even 
clangeroHS to the last degree; as, deviating in' one place ; 
from the track, even a hand's breadth, would have 
tumbled them into an abyssi 

Escaping, however, the dangers of this passage, they . 
crossed the Elephanfs River, and soon after arrived; 
at Olyfanfs warm baths, in the stream of which they, 
found conferva growing. In crossing a mountain, on . 
the 15th, their cart was overturned, and sustained 
some damage, which they repaired as well as circum* 
stances would permit; but found it necessary to alter 
their route, on account of the difficulties attending 
their carriages in this hilly track. 

Vi»ting several farms, at all of which they met with 
a hospitable reception, they proceeded to Roode 
Zand, where they arrived on the 22d, and were kindly . 
entertained. On a hill in this vicinity, they still saw a 
good deal of snow. As one of the greatest curiosities 
they discovered in this track, mention is made of a 
farmer's wife, who, through good living and indolence. . 
was grown to such a size, that she weighed three hunr 
died and thirty-four pounds, or twenty-six stone. 

The farms about Roode Zand are pretty thick, and ; 
the colonists appear in good curcumstances. Theviucr 
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y^^rds are tiumerous ; and of wheat, a coQSldeniBfr 
quantity is sown. ^ 

On the 4th of November, they arrifed at Jacoir' 
Bota's farin> a man- who was in his eighty-first fear, 
and from twelve sons had a progeny of one hmuired 
aad nuiety persons^ all alive. This circurastance htt 
given him some degree of reputation ; but his priuei|»l 
^nie is derived from a misfortune that befel him from 
a lion, that not only wounded htm with its daws^ but 
even gnawed his iett arm and side, and iacemted hia 
in such a terrible raaitier, that he lay for dead on the 
ground. In that situation, the savage left him, and he 
was at length found and carried home by his servants. 
All this he recovered ; though he was never able to 
bandle a musket atler^vards. He had, fao\4ever, beea 
the first sportsman of the colony, and had acquired a 
tolerable fortune by killing elephants. Tbis patriarch 
mentioned that, in tbrmer days, within his recollection, 
the Hottentots were so numerous, that Christtan seftlen 
could not venture so far as Zwellendam ; and that ele- 
phants abounded so niuch, eveu in the vicinity of th6»* 
Cape, that he had sometimes shot from five td twenty 
of them in a day. 

In the whole track of country through which they 
had lately passed, they found the banks of the rivers 
planted with the mimosa niiotica. On the 1 1th, they 
proceeded to Duvj'venhock's River, which the late 
rains had raised so much, ths(t it was dangerous to cross 
it. M. Thuuberg, who, it appears, was the mo^t re- 
solute of the party, and constantly regarded as the' 
leader, boldly plunged into the stream, when, in an 
instant, his horse sunk vvith him into a large and deep 
sea-cow hole, which would have inevitably proved his 
grave, had he not been able to s^iirt. By preserving 
calmness in tlie midst of danger, he at last guided his 
horse to the opj>osite bank, tljHJiktal to tlie Divine 
Goodness for his preservati )n, more parti'^ularly af 
this was the anniversary of his nattvity, tiiirty yean 
before* 



''tXscovfrit^ a safer passage, the rest of the' party 
w6aA thfi waggons passed without any daiiger ; and they 
CQBtiQtted their journey for the day >s ithwt Either 
iileElrii|ytioB. 

Soea after they reached a track> which produces 
tiP^es in gre9Jt ahuudahce. They .are generally 
idfeout the height of a n)an» with their stems quite hare 
tektw, aiad a crown on the top, of broad, tliick, and 
Ikdky^ leaves. Here they ^observed the slaves busy in 
lapinngaBd preparii^ tlie'gum aloe, the virtues «f 
vUcfa^ IB medicine, are well known. It is sold to tlie 
cotnpaivy, ^ a stipulated price^ in boxes weighing from 
Ibree to five hundred weighty and to^ foreign nations as 
k^ as three or four ^vers a pound. 

. On the IMh they crossed Goud*s Rivier, jthe current 
of which b stroBg> and s& liable to inundations on a 
midfi&B, that it is dangerous for a traveller to take up 
Mi qitarters toahear its banks. 

' Fassii^ Diep Rivier^ they entered Lan^ Kloof, 
vliich T» bare of trees and shrubs, but abounds much- 
m grass. Our traveller having examined the level part 
«f this track the preceding y^r^ dietermined now to 
ascend the summits of the highest mountains in the 
vicinity, in order to oliserve the direction in Avhich- 
tiiey ran. On gaining these eminences, he found that' 
the greatest part of the road he had travelled lay over 
viarious ridges of mountains, and along various dales on 
a considerable breadth of hiUy country, well filled 
with men and animals ; while, on the other hand, the 
more plain and level land, in this southern part of. 
Africa, for want of water, can seldom exhibit a singles 
quadruped, and even few birds. 

In this track, grazing is the only employment of tlie 
farmer, and great quantities of butter are sent from 
henoe io the^Cape, for whicn the dairyman receives no 
more than from three to six stivers a pound, though it 
stands the company in no less than two shillings. 

While they were traversing tins country, the. dogs 
one nighit made a terrible noise^ and the whole herd o£« 
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oxen thronged mund tlie house, lit "tlie innnuBg''lt 
was found that they had been pursued by a ttger-v olf;" 
(hysua macuiata) and that one of them had been bit 
in tlie groin, and considerably lacerated. The hyaena' 
is a bold and ravenous aniinai ; and according t{> oar 
author, wiil frequently eat the saddle from under the* 
traveller's head, and the shoes from off his feet, while 
he lies slewing in the open air. 

On the 29th they took up ^tfaeir lodgings at a farm- 
house, after a very unpleasant day's journey, in con-" 
sequence of the rains, the roads were sUppery and' 
heavy, and the rivulets so much swollen, that their proper 
fords could not always be discerned. Tiiis occaiuoned 
the driver of the cart, belonging to M. Tfauabcrg, Co • 
miss his Way^ and to drive hito deep water, which 
wetted the plants and other collections « quite throagli,* 
and gave him incredible trouble to dry them. again. 
Many, however, were perfectly spoiled by this accident. 

December 1st, they went down Croinie llivier 
country, a continuation of Lange 'Kloof, and halted* 
several days^at Meulen Rivier's mountain fann, almost 
the remotest of the colony on this side. At no great 
distance from this station, Sea^row River falls into the 
ocean. It abounds in fish from tlie sea ; for, except 
on the coast, the rivers of Africa scarcely produce any 
thing valuable. 

M. Thunberg, liai^bg exposed his body uncovered 
to the fdys of the sun, as he was bathing and bota- 
nismg in this vicinity, contracted such a disorder, that 
Jie was obliged to keep his bed for several days; nor 
could he bear even a calico shirt to touch his body, 
where the heat had raised inflammations. However, 
)by annointing himself with cream, which' faibricated' 
btt parched skin, he $oon recovered. 

The Hottentots tliat live in this district, and even 
thps^ who are in the service of the Europeans, inter- 
marry witliout any ceremony or regularity. A Moman 
too, hassometknes a husband, and a substitute. If a 
fiarried Hottentot at any tune undertakes a journey, 
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lik wife mif w$ny another iatiis absence ;h Brcunt- 
stanoe tliat bappeued to our t^nveller^s driver^ who, kt 
%» t^wok Wj^» witJi ail tiiat he had earned in his 
ojpeditaoCy found him&^f a widower. 

H-dVkig tested their almost woyn-oal^- fattle^ tbty set 
mat wait a view of travelling as £ar as the Snow IVtoon* 
tuBa. And«|sth6 c<Mlatry through which tliey were 
to jniss was €»ther inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
wliolly desert, the^ re^^olined to take with tbeid some 
Viotit&aiot interpreters, guides, and guards, with such 
ft si^pyiy of i^ovisions as they conld conveniently carry* 
^v^y thu^ being ready, tliey pursued their route 
mt the dth ol December, s^id next day crossed Cain- 
teni's Rhner,. which at this time formed the boundary of 
tbecolooy. Facing Looris Kiver,^ the- country be^ao 
fe be hiliy and Ry>untaiuoi£S and sprinkled withwie 
fRiade. When th^ baited for the night, th^ Holtentot- 
caqpfain of tiie distnct paid them a visit, awi encamped 
^hport of ku» people not far from thenu He was 
•Gitii^gttbbed from the rest by a tiger's skiii> and ft 
ttlxSt of office^ whicli he carried in m hsuui. 

The Gojiaguas HoHeutots, and the Caffrees^ who 
Bf«d bere^ iutermtxed, visited them in large bodies, 
wad were entertained to their satisfaction; but notliing 
was so grateful to them as ]>tttcb tobaccb.. The 
kasaxledge: that tliey carried this commodity wiih them^ 
oowded their levee, if it may be so edited ; and as it 
mw our traveller's wish to gain the ai^tioBs of the 
DBlifea, and to reward tlieir services, they had taken 
cttie to provide themselves with various toysy and otlier 
artides of little value, whkh they had reason to appre* 
bend would be acceptable* Small looking-glasses, 
bowever, amused both the givers and .the receivera^ 
mmU It is kupossible, indeed', to express the ridicii- 
li)u» farce that these savages acted when they saw 
tiManselves reflected iu the glass ; they laughed tilt 
Ibey were reidy to burst, and th'to turned tlie back of 
the mirror to seeif the same e&ct would be produced 
it as from the front* 
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. These peo^» wiio were well made; and oSn^i^A^ * 
ly iin^uiited appear^ce^ adorned themselves) wkh 
brushes made of the t^ of animals^ which ^y wore 
in their hair, on their (egSyjajid round their waist. By 
Vffky of a haudkerghief, many carried a fox's tail tied to 
a^stickj with which they wiped their faces. Some had 
thongs, and others strings of glass beads, boniid several 
times round their body; 'Bat npoti no jp^art of their 
dress did they set a greater valae, th^i-upon small and 
bright metal plates^ of brass or€0)^>er, either round, 
oblong, or square. These they suspeiKled frpm tlieir 
hair, on their foreheads, breasts, necks, and even their 
posteriors^ with pecuUar pride and ostentation.. Mr. - 
M^^son gave one of the Calfres, with wliom they were 
most familiar, a copper medal ; which so gained im 
good will, tliat he voluntarily accompanied them 
throughout their journey, with (lib glittering badge 
iumging down on the middle of his foi^head, 

. This country being full of wild beasts, and therefore^ ' 
in eveiy respect, more dangerous to travel in, tliey en- 
gaged an additional number of Hottentots to accom* 
pany them, who, for tlie love of tobacco, and other tH- 
£es they valued, readily offered themselves ; so that the 
troop now consisted of more than one hundred men. 

Proceeding through Krakakamma Valley, they turn- 
ed down to the sea-shore ; and when tlie heat of Sie daj 
abated, they began to look out for some game to satis^ 
the craving stomachs of such a numerous retinue. Af- - 
ter proceeding a little way into the woo^ls, they espied 
a herd of buUaloes, to the number of five or six hun- 
dred, within three hundred paces of tliera. So iai^ 
an assembl^age ofauinials^^ ^acli of whicl), taken singly, 
is a formidable object^ would have daunted persons to- 
tally unacquainted with their Jiature ; however, they ad- 
vanced wiUioutfear within forty p^ces of the herd, and 
JM the animals looked up and faced them .with a brisk 
^d undaunted air, the whole party kt % amou^ tiiem 
at once. Intrepid as they natural^ are, tlie suddea 
^^ and report of ^ many luuakgUput ibe herd te 
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fl%Iit, and tbey mitde for the woods with the utmost ce^ 
ferity. 

' By this fire» an old bull bu&lo, of hiimen$e size, a 
cow, and a calf, were mortally wounded. Our travel- 
*ier» selected som^ of the most Beshy pieces of the bull» 
which they found teiider and juicy ; and gave the re- 
mainder, together with the cow and the calf, to .their 
Hottentot attendants^ The entrails, meat, and offals, 
were all hung up on tlie branches^of trees; so that in a 
short time the place looked like a slaughter-house, round 
which the Hottentots encamped ; having made a good 
tire, in order to be ready to broil their Victuals as ofteil 
as they could eat, . . 

In the night they tied their beasts to the wheels of 
the waggons, and fired off several pieces, to frighten ' 
4iway the lions, some of which they saw lurking about* 
They likewise lighted large fires, by way of pu'ecaution, 
•mil round the encampment, and then composed them^^ 
selves to rest, each Mith a loaded musket, by his side. 
In the subsequent part of their journey, where mail 
seemied to rule by day, but tlie wild beasts bore s^vay 
by night, they used similar means of preservation. 

On the l>5th they passed Zwartkop's River, and came 
Ip the Saltpan, a -valley of about three quarters of a mile 
in diameter, and sloping off by degrees, so that the wa» 
ter in the middle was scarcely four feet deep. Tht 
Saltpaa was now in its best attire, and made a ikiost beau* 
tiiul appearance. It has no communication with the 
sea; and tlie saline impregnation is entirely derived from 
tiie soil> by the rams which M in springs add totally 
evaporate in summer. 

Havli^ itaiched Sunday river, the banks of which are 
steep, and the aci^acent fields arid and meagre^ th^ 
greatest part of t^ir ample retinue of Hottentots left 
them, and as our traveUers were now approaching to a 
|)erfect desert, where neither game nor even, water wai 
to be expected^ they began to review their strength and 
their resources. Mr. Mason's oxen were so afflicted 
with the hoof distemper^ that several of thorn were rib- 



soiutdyuirfit far use: a comidl wasnii^refim iiMi*&h 
the drivel's, and after mature deliberalioii^ u was n* 
solved. tlKHighiuuchagaiasttli^wiUs, tba^k would W 
impossible to proceed wkh sHich emaciated and^dLcm- 
tle as tliey possessed^ over the desert track wludi septt^ 
rated tliein from the Dutdi settlements^ nfeaf the &HHr 
Mountain and m Cam^edo* 

After unfonning themselves, as far as drcnmstaiices 
woidd allow» into the nature of tlie country, the peo- 
ple« ihfi aHiinal and vegetable productions, they set cut 
on their retu^'Hvith reluctance ; ^tad retracing their fbf- 
nier progi^ss tit a great measurei they had an opportiiT 
tiity of visiting some oif their old frietids, or c^ niakii^ 
" mojre accurhte researches and enquu'ies, where they haul 
-^led before. 

They passed a few days before Christinas at Jaoak 
Koka's farm, and then^ptoceeded on their return vip to- 
wards Kromniie River, and i^ange Kleof. The tradL 
over whieh they now travelled, was wholly Carrewiieid^ 
fpro<iucing only a few buslies, iio grass, and very iitt|a 
water. Here, however, grew the mesembryanthemum 
emarcidum, called kon by the Hottentots, a shrub £1- 
4bous all over the country* The natives heat root^ 
leaves, and all together, and ai'ter%vards roll them u^ 
.like pig^tail tobacco ; suid having sutfered the niaa? tm 
ferment, they chew it, aspecially when thirsty. If usefl 
iififfi^iately after the fermentation, it possesses ansa- 
toxicating quality. The colonists call it caojsa-root. 
it thrives only in the diiest iOelds, and is chiefly c(A- 
lected by the Hottentots who live near the'ispot, Mfh» 
afterwards hiawk it to a great distance. 
> O0 tlxt 30th they visited Olypliant's warm batb^ 
which f^s at the^footof a large ridge of m^mntakis. 
The stones in the vicinity are f^rnginous, and even the 
«arth appeals biownisb, Tlie wafer is vei^ warm, but 
•not boiiifig hot ; and though it; has a^ iaky t^iM/^ baa 
^atdjy any amell^i This spring pieserves an equabiiit; 
ia all seasons^ though ti^ farmers ^ay that thunder Iksbs 
^tmm jaflttance. qu M» ^Ti^. C^aw iifikis m.{ius.sei^ 
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iMnmboiid nre vety tliiniy pUtDted with v^tablesoranj 
kiiid( and in such a buniiiig4iot diinate, where not a' 
drop of rain £iils for the space of eight luoatfas at leasts 
it is. almost inccMKSeivabie how they caa thrive at all. 
Their steiug and branches have all the appearance of 
being brittle and quite dried up ; but the leaves, on the 
other hand) are very succulent, and preserve their ver- 
dure all the year round. 

Directing tlieir course homewards^ the drivers and the 
Hottentots were directed to proceed with the carts 
through Hartequas Kloof, and to wait at Riet Valley till 
M. Thunberg ami his associates should come up, who 
were determined to ride over the dry Carrow, which lay 
to the right, and afterwards jM-oceed through IMaate 
Klootl This expedition, however, did not end fortu- 
nately ; for missing tlieir way, and the sun sinking, tliey 
neither knew iiow to retreat nor advance; aiid at last 
were obliged to lodge in a valley near a stnali stream, 
while they tied the halter round one of their horses' 
l^s, that they might not run away from them. 

Notwithstanding they made a, large fire of canna 
bushes (salfola aph^lla) the colci affected them so much, 
after the intense h^t of the day, that they could not get 
a Avink of sleep. As soon as morning approached, they 
b^an to look for their horses, bat found they had va- 
nished, which in tlie middle of a desert,, where their fat^ 
w^s uncertain, did not brighten their unpleasant pro»: 
pects. However, alter havuig searched the valley in 
vain, they ascended the heights, and behind these they 
at last foundUUieir beastSi which they instantly saddled^ 
and, directing their course obliquely tofvards the moun* 
tains, had the good fortune to arrive in tlie evening at 
the house of a poor farmer, with whom they k>dged« 

Having jomed their peqple and carriages at Har4^iiai 
Kloof, tliey staid a day there to rest their cattle. Hem 
the weatlier was so hot, that the farmers shut their 
doors and windows, to keep out the sun: tlie birds 
could scarcely fly for languor^ and ihe air wa& aLn<^ 
too hot to be breathed* 

2B 
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This wlidie tract was coloDued onfy a few yuov ngo, 
though it is now well peopied. Go^emor Tulbagh, 
whose memory still lives in the grateful hearts of the 
• inhabitants of the Cape, was the first that added this 
country to the settloinents of the Dutch* This man 
rightly considered that he vt'al^ raised to the elevated 
station he enjoyed, not merely to live in luxury, and to 
accumulate riches, but to unite with the company's law* 
ful interests, the happiness of the colonbts, and the ad> 
vancement and welfare of the colony. Actuated by 
those principles, he caused the country to be explored^ 
and in other respects discharged the office o£.a good and 
fiiithful governor. 

Our travellers met with nothing remarkable io the 
remainder of their jourtiey. On theJ26th they iesK:hed 
the Cape, after an expedition of five months, during 
which tliey had traversed a very considerable space of 
country, and had made Wge coUectionsin almost every 
branch of natural history. 

Soon after their return to the Cape^ the Bekvliet ap 
rived from Holland, after a long and unfortunate yoy» 
age, during which the scurvy had raged among the crew, 
and, frpm improper treatment, few recoyejvd* Com^ 
plaints were made both against the surgeon and cap« 
tain for ignorance and negligence. The former diad on 
'|iis passage; the laUer received the punishment he richly 
deserved. The sick had not only beeu iiyudiciously 
treated, but cruelly negleipted. One morning four men 
tt'ere rq>orted dead, one of whom, just as they were go* 
ing to sew him up in his haumiock, was found to be 
alive, though he immediately after breathed his last 
Another morning five men were reported dead; all of 
ivhom had been sewed up in their hammocks, and tii:o 
of them had already been thrown overboard, when the 
third, the instant he was put on the plank, called out, 
*^ Master boatswain, I am still alive.;" towhich the boat* 
awleip, with unseasonable jocularity, rej^ed, — '' Yoa 
alive, indeed! what, do you pretend to know better than 
the surgeon l'^ 



The "laws respectmg marjriage, legitiniatroD» ^nd dU 
"voice, at the Cape» difier in many respects from those 
that are in force elsewhere. Thewife<Jf one Sardyn» 
urbo bad been a soldier for seventeen years, and at this 
time kept a bouse of entertainment for the common peo^. 
pie, was proved in court, by the evidence of two wit«. 
nesses, to.b^ve had a criminal connection with a druiiir 
mer. Tiie prosecutor was allowed, it is true, to part 
lyitb bis wife, but she was exempted from all punish- 
ment ; while the poor husband, on the contrary, was", 
flogged and sent to Batavia, without beingsuffered to. 
receive the least benefit from las property. 

Children, bom out of wedlock, may be made free by 
baptism, on the requisition of the father ; but unless they 
receive this initiatory rite of Christianity, they remain 
slaves. 

« 

At his leisure hours, M . Thunberg never failed to vi- 
flit the hills, fields, and mountains, near the town. On 
former occasions, he had generally hired a slave to carry 
bifi books and apparatus; but this yer.r, by tiie favour 
i^i the surgeon, heprocuted a person out of the hospital, 
whom a singular destby had brought to Africa. He. 
was a Gennan'by birth, and following -an itinerant kind 
of tirs^c, he had travelled much in Holland, France, and 
England. Embarking from Britain for France, the ship' 
was driven by a storm on the coast of Holland, and he 
lost the whole of his little property. On getting ashore, 
he sold his knee-buckles, and with the trilling viaticum. 
they produced, he set out for Amsterdam, where he met 
an old acquaintance, who, under tlie pretext of pro(;u- 
ipg him a lodging, took him to a kidnapper's. 

Here hisfrie(id called for victuals, wine, and other 
liquors, of ^hich they partook. At length, when bis 
treacherous friend parted, the landlord gave the latter 
two ducats ; and immediately upon this, he himself wfis 
prevented from going out, and found to his cost that 
be had been kidnapped. Being no stranger to the 
Dutch- language, be threatened a prosecution ; on; 
^faich the kidnapper began to ma^^e $onie ^quiri^ 
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about bis resideace aad means of su|^ft; tod as 
he could not pay his reckonings be was forcibly de- 
tained. 

J^ben mustered on board the ship^ he complained 
to the director ; but as the poor fellow could not pay 
for what the kidnapper bad received from the comp^iy 
to tit him out) he was sent oft to tiie Cape, where he 
arrived sick» and was taken to the hospital. 

Wlion he was quite recovered, he regained his liberty, 
by running away, and getting aboard one of the £ng* 
lish ships tiiat lay in the road. 

By the ships that had recently arrived from Europe, 
^r traveller had not only the satisfaction to receive 
letters of approbation from his patrons at Amsterdam, 
but also ^ considerable sum in ducats, for tlie purpose 
of paying off some of the debts he had contractedj, 
diiruig the l^t two years. 

About this time an English ship touched here in her 
uray to Bengal, on board of which was Lady Ann Mon^ 
son, who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, 
not only for the purpose of accompanying her husband, 
who was going to the East Indies, but also with a view 
to indulge her passion for natural history. 

This learned lady particularly distingutsbed M. 
Tbunberg and Mr. Mason, during her stay at the Ca))e ; 
and at her departure made the former a present of a 
valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and as an ac^ 
knowledginent for sgme services he had done her ih her 
jresearches here. 

The gdvernment at tlie Cape having resolved this 
year to send a vesse! to Madagascar to barter for slaves, 
our author was olfered the appoininiept of surgeon ; 
but much as he wished to visit so large and remarkable 
an island, his inclinatfon to see tlie northern part of 
Africa was more prevalent; smd therefore he recom* 
mended his countryman, M. Oldenburg in bis room. 
This gentlcjnan was likewise a botanist, and was there^ 
£»re <iualific() t9 investipte the plants of Mudagasou*: 
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K<^ h^d even made several collections, but death seoo 
pterrupted his labours. 

On tiie 29th of September, 1774, M. Thunberg set 
put with his fellowrtraveller, on his> third journey, to' 
the interior of Africa. After, crossing Mosselbank'a 
river, they proceeded to Paarl Mountain, in the vicinity 
of which vines are chiefiy cultivated, 

On tlie Sth of October, they came to a large moun-r 
tain^ near Riebeek Castle, so called, in honour of the 
fpunderof the colony of the Cape, and having reached 
its almost inaccessible summit, by a wmding path, they 
saw their waggons just below them ; but it seemed al* 
piost impossible to reach them, M. Thunberg, how? 
ever, crawled on his hands and knees, through a chink 
a few fathonis long^ only wide enough to achnit an or* 
dinary«sijsed man, bad the good fortune to succeed^ 
while bis companion, together with his dog, stood asto- 
nished at this adventurous exploit, the one howling, 
and the other almo9t {(trying, ^p think he could not 
folloif. , * ' . 

Arriving near Picketberg, they |buBd an ample 6eld' 
for botanizing; and having satisfied their curiosity 
here, they proceeded to Verlooren Valley. In those sandy^ 
and bushy plains serpents were ^o nmnerous, that not 
a day jpassed without their catching some. While they 
were fitting on the ground to eat their homely meal^,- 
they ran across their legs without once biting any of 
them. Once a serpent twisted itself round M. Thun- 
berg's leg> and suiiered itself to be taken off without 
iiyury. H^pe it appears, that these reptiles do not 
attempt to bile, unless in their own defence. From 
Verlooren Valley they travelled on to Lange Valley ; 
fuid in their way to a place called the Gentleman'^' 
hotel, near the mountains, they found the codon roy- 
^ni, a very scarce and beautiful shrub. 

Near the Gentlemaii's Hote) is a large cavern in the 
mountain, like a hall, formed by two rocks, holiowedi 
•ut by the hand of tiboe. The mountain; in the envi* 
^ 2B^ 
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i^qm iM dfyv btrren, and brittle, opp^aring as [if they 
Isacl undergone the action of iire* 

Theii'next stage was to a farm near Olyphant'sRirery 
vbere they staid a few dajs. Here are several fiat" 
topped mountains, resembitiig the Table of the Cape, 
chie% composed of bare rocks, witli a red sand-stone, 
interspersed with pebbles. On some Of the lesser hills 
they found the Hottentot's water-nielon. Its root is 
youind, about six inches in diameter, of a yehowish co- 
lour, and as hard as a turnip. It is much esteemed by 
tiie natives, and is not unpleasant^ to the taste. 

On the '31 St they advanced tarther into the desert, 
which was of three day's journey . In the whole of this 
track they found only three watering places, and they 
were very indifferent, as well as sait« 

On the 2d of November, they ascended Bokkeland 
Mountahis, on the top of which tiie air was extremely 
cold. ^Weary, but not a .little gratified, tliey after« 
wards aiirlved at Clas Losper's farm, a man with whom 
they were acquainted, and from whom they received, 
iliany civilities. He was the richest grazier in tiie whole 
country; and, at that time, possessed no fewer thaa 
^elve thousand she^, six hundred horned cattle full 
grown, and two hundced calves. 

Bokkeland, or Goatland, is nothing else than a* 
pretty liigh mountain M'ith a level top, forming, toAvards- 
the edges of its summits, a variety of projecting angles,, 
pointing to the sea*side. The whole country is ex- 
tremeljr barren, and, consequently, not much frequented 
by the coloniists. Small societies of Hottentots are 
scattered up and down in it ; and nearer the^^^ea are two 
lich and powerful nations, the great and little Nama* 
quas, who are employed in grazing. t . 

From. Bokkeland [they saw the Roggeveld Moon* 
tains to the eastward; and nearer, the HantumsMoun-^ 
Uum t<y the ' northward, behind which, on another 
<^ain, live the Boshiesmen Hottentots. These people 
M beeo Vi^ii^r troablesoineto tb^4:oloinsts» and di&c« 
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eat parf^ had been sent out against them. Our tra* 
vt^Uers met one party returning from one of^tbose ^xpe? 
ditious, in ivhich they had killed about one hundred^ 
^d made twenty prisoners, cliieSy small children. 

The Boshiesnien Exercise their violence and depr&r 
dationsy not only on the Christian colonic, but, pre«i 
▼ious to this, h^ve riiuied the greatest part of the Hot-« 
tentot natives. They are a warlike and savage race, 
and qse poisoned arrows. Patient of hunger they can 
endure long' abstinence; but when they procure a plen- 
tiful supply, they eat most immoderately, till their bel-» 
lies are distended to an amazing size. When oppressed 
by famme, they tie a belt round their bodies^ wlucli 
l^iey gradually tighten, to prevent the cravings of ap* 
petite. 

The two foUowmg days, they rode along Bokkeland 
tp Hantum. The latter country began, witli scattered 
ridges of mountains, and fartlier up stands a very higk 
Qne, with a cleft in the middle, through which they 
rode. I^ this track they found that species of fungus^ 
called the Hydnora Africa^a, a plant they nad long 
wished to see> and which is, unquestionably, one of the 
most extraordinary that has been discovered of iat^ 
years. It always grows under tlie branches, and upon 
tlie roots, of the euphorbia tirqcaUi. The lower part 
of it which constitutes the fruit, is eaten by the Hot* ^ 
tpntots^ viverrse, foxes, a]\d other animals. 
• Lions haunt every part of these mountains, and are 
as disagreeable neighbours to the fiirmers as the Bos? 
hiesnien. Several extraordinary anecdotes are toid f>f 
the resolution with which the colonists have attacked • 
these fco-niidable annuals* One £&nner, having hred at • 
random into^me bushes', where a lion lay c^nceal^d, sq 
irritated this tyrant of the beasts» that he rush^ ou^ 
i)pon him, and seizing his prey, the man, ip despera* 
tion, thrust one of bis arms down the throat of the 
savage, which saved him from being torn to pieces, till 
he fapted fiway vith> tbi^ loss <rf hloodk After this thp 
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lion rfitreated; wlien tlie former recoverbg, found his- 
band so violently lacerated, that there was no diance- 
of its being healed. He therefore laid his hand upon' a' 
block, placed an axe overit, a^id ordered one of his* 
servants to strike it vv'ilh a club. The amputated limb 
being dressed in cow-dung, and, tied ijp in a bladder/ 
healed in time, with only the subsequent application of 
coiifmon salve. 

On the 1 6th, they travelled along the foot of thjg 
Roggeveld Mountains. Here the country is called the 
Lower Roggeveld. This track receives, its appella^ 
tion from a kind of rye, which igrows here wild in 
great abuiidance. Tiie whole country is destitute of 
wood, and jias only a few shrubs and bushes. It faa^' 
been colonized iibout thirty years back, though th^ 
farms only skirt the eminences and hills ; the higher 
parts being too cpld a|ici st<^ril to answer thepuspose of 
cultivation* ^ 

It is a custom with the Hottentots^ in tliese moan^' 
tains, to biiry their dead in j;he clefts of tlie ropks, aad 
siich'as fall into a swoon tiay^ the hard fete to be in- 
terred dir«ectly. Cold as the cljmate is in winter, these 
people have seldom ^ny other' fpvering than a sbeep^ 
iskin about their backs; the \vpolly side l>eing worn 
liext their skin in winteri and the smooth side in sum- 
mer. - ' 

On the 25th, they crossed the mountain toKr^uts^ 
fonteui. In tlie afternoon, as they were setting out 
from thence, M. Thunberg's horse had the misfortune 
to be bitten in the breast by a serpent, as he wa« 'wa- 
tering at a brook ; in consequence of which his foot 
swelled and grew stiff with such rapidity, |hat before 
they had proceeded for, he was obligied to be left on 
the spot. A small serpent, not six inches long, reputed 
/ iiighiy venomous, was supposed to be the cause of this 
miscuiet. 

Soon after they fell in with a second party, that h^d 
been in pursuit of the Boshie^men. Th^y- had killed 
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dnd tfik<$ii prisoners nearly t\vb hunVlred and thirty 
Bosbiesmen. One of the colonists had b<»en wounded 
villi -an arroiv in the knee, wliichcost him his life. 

In Roggeveld alone, the Boshiesmen had, in the 
two last year<, stolen more than ten thousand sheep^ 
besides oxen ; and had murdered many of the co onists^ 
and tlieir slaves. When pursMed, tliey always retreat 
to the ipountains, where, like baboons, tiiey post^ 
themselves on the. edges of the summits, and in the iuac^ 
cessible spots, from wliich they hurl down stones, of 
let tfy their arrows.. 

In riding along Visch River, on the S^th, by the 
carelessness of one of his Hottentots, M. Thunberg's 
waggon was overturned, and many of bis boxes and 
packages of plants were lost. 

On the Isi of December, tlie frost, rain, bail, and 
snow, were so violent, tliat they were obliged to halt 
(wo whole days, and even to secure themselves agamst 
the coki by additional clothing, and by keeping witbia 
doors. In the morning of the 3d, they found it ncces^r 
fiary to descend the mountains, whic^ tli^y did witb 
peat diliicuity. In a few hours, notwitlistanding the 
intense eold they had experienced on the heights, tjiey 
got to the Carrow land, where they found the U^dt 
intolerable. 

' They liad now before them an extensive track of 
desiert, where scarcely a living creature can subsist. lu 
fact they saw nothing but rats, which probably live 
^tirely on tlie succulent leaves of the slurubs in tliesti 
parts. 

Having passed this desert, they carae to Dom River^ 
and taking the road through the valley formed by the 
mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at 
}ast at a settlement and farm, where they halted fo^r 
nffresbment. ^ 

Oo tbt lltb they departed from thence, having first 
purebs^ltdi a large ram, which they salted in his owi| 
$ikm; and continued their route tHl they arrived at 

Veribeerde VaUev, 9, very pl|«s9iit imd fertile spot^. 
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uiiere tbey a^e^d to remain for a few da^ to rot 
aud to eat their salted mutton in solitude. . t^ 

In a few days they returned to thosepartsivii^e the 
settleineuts lay pretty close together, after Wandering 
for several weeks, nio:<tly in deserts, and often eueaaiped 
lu the open air, where they had been frequently ifV want 
of ttie necessaries of life. Novelty was not now to be 
expected. They continued their jouraey to the Cape 
with little variety of occurrence, and reached that place 
on the 25)th of D<^cemb<?r. 

According to our traveller's usual practice,; no. 
sooner was he arrived in town, than it was his lirst care 
to dispatch to Europe, by the returning sbips^ the cok 
lections he had made in iiis preceding tour. 

JM. Thuuberg now received from Amsterdam^ not 
only a sum of money, but also letters of reconuueoda- 
tion to tlie governor general of Batavia, in consequoice 
of which he had to prepare for a voyage to that coun- 
try, and afterwards to Japan. In the three last years^ 
he says he had travelled over as much of the southern 
parts of Africa, as the nature of his equipment, which. 
was below mediocrity, would permit. He liad also» 
during that period, received many favours from the 
governor, and other gentlemen in the administjatioD, 
and likewise from some of his own countrymen^ and the 
other inhabitaAts of the place ; and therefore could not, 
withoiit many heartfelt recollections of gratitude, bid- 
adieu to them. The most cultivated minds are always 
most susceptible of friendship: in tliem it is^ principle;' 
in vulgar souls it is interest or habit. 
• On the 2d of March, 1775, not without the mast 
tender regret at taking leave -of his friends, he em» 
barked for Batavia on board the Loo, Captain Berg,, 
in quality of surgeon extraordinary. On i)oard the 
same ship sailed also a young man, who ptytended ta 
be a prince, of the imi>erial family and* ^urt of 
Leuwensteen, who had been kidni^ped and. qput off to 
the Cape, and was now to make a voyage to Jawa ; the 
government of the €ap^, ngt daring .to set lum at U? 
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berty* Aceording to his own account, he bad arrived 
at NifiMlguea with a servaut, and unt'ortunateiy lodged 
at a jiidiMpper'Sy wiio had rohhed him of his property, 
and then forwarded hun to Aiiisterdain, where he was 
locked up with his servant for tliree weeks^ and at 
kngtk sent to the Texel, without having passed any 
kind of muster. Hb servant had suffered much by 
sickness during the voyage, and he himself had en* 
hsted for a common soldier, all his property being 
.gone, save a. suit of scarlet, and a valuable ruig. Leing 
ill when he arrived at the Cape, he was sent to the 
hospital, where he happened to be known and recog« 
nised by some of his countrymen ; but all the indul- 
gence and redress he could procure from the- govern- 
ment there, was an order to dine at the oihcer's table 
•in hb' voyage to Batavia, where he was sent as a pas- 



senger. 



The wind being favourable, they made a rapid pro- 
gress; and on the Bit of April saw St. Paul's Island^ 
between which and the Isle of Amsterdam ihey sailed, 
thickness increased as they got into warmer clunates; 
fievertheless the sight of Java, which tbey discovered oil 
theOd of May, was highly gratify li. , though t was 
destined to be the grave of the major part of them. 

On the l$th tbey arrived safe m Bal;avia road; and 
the day following M. Thunberg went on shore, and, 
put up at the Gentleman's liolei, a very large house 
for the acconunodation of strangers. Having pie-» 
viously sent oflf various letters of reconnnendation, with 
tvhicb he had been favoured, to persons of consequence 
faere^ his next care was, to- call on the parties iudivi* 
dually, who vied with each other, in shewing him 
favour and friendship. 

The governor, who resides at a smaH distance from 
the towDyA^ceived hun in the most condescending man* 
ner, and) assured him of his protect kju and assistance 
in every ilbing relative to his intended \oyage to Japan. 
Dr. Hoffman, to whom he was reconunended, mvited. 
him to live with him^ and wake use q£ hisitabk; and 



^I. Bad^Hnacher, one of liie council, fitida^ that ottr 
traveller bad beei^ more succc^ss^l in ctdtivatteg plasts 
and natui'al curiosities than gold, sent him a present of 
6fiy ducats, even betbre^ie could wait on bitn. 

Being so wvell introduced at Batavia, be spent his 
time* in the most agreeable manner, and as' the ship&, 
destined for Japan, were iTot to sail for three montlis, 
he employed the interval in procuring information re* 
Bpecting Uie country, and more particularly its natural 
lustory. Meanwhile he was appointed sttrgeon to the 
largest of the sbips^ intended lor Japan, aiMl the chief 
conunissioner of commerce* who %vas to proceed to^ that 
place, received orders to retaui liim as physiciap to tlie 
c»nbassy, on bis journey to the impepal court, to which 
he had been nominated ambassador. 

Through the kind aftention of M. Radermacber, be 
bad a sensible Javanese' to accompany him in hi^ bo* 
-tanical excursions; and from him he obtamod the Malay 
names of many herbs and trees, witli their reputed 
virtues atid uses among his countrymen. Among the 
most admired fruits of this part of Java, M. Thuuberg 
enumerates the cocoa-nut, cocos nucilera; the pisang, 
or fruit of the tree of paradise, musa paraclisiaca; the 
pine apple^ bromelia ananas; the gojavusi psidium; the 
Jambo, jambolifera indica; tlie mango, mangifera in- 
dica^ the catappa, terminalia catappa; the papaya, 
carica papaya; the bread-fruit^ boa nanca, or rader- 
tnachia; the rambutan, nephelium lag[)paceum; the 
tnangustine, garcinia mangostai^; and the afaaddock, 
citrus decumanus. 

While M. Thunberg \vas engaged in his favourite 
:pursuits> the time approached when the ships were to 
sail for Japan. And though M. Radermacfaer, who 
had conceived a high degree of friendshq) for him, 
tried to persuade him to remain at- Batavia, and accept 
the appointnent of ')>hysician, which was vacant, the 
income of wi eh was six or seyen thousand rix-dollan 
yearly; on ac-ount of tlie promises he had made in 
liottaad, he pieleifed hb duty to hja ialeiseat He 
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therefore' cordially thanked his kind benefactor; ttnd by 
way of equipping hiiuself properly for Japan, bespoke 
several necessary articles of dress, both showy and use- 
ful, that he might exliibit himself with propriety among 
the Japanese, who view the Europeans with far greater 
attention tlian a natural philosopher examines th'e 
most rare and uncommon animal. 

On the 20th of JuQe> 1775, M. Tkcraberg went on* 
hoard the Stavenise, Captoin Ess, which ship likewise 
carried M. Feith, in quality of consul and ambassador 
to the imperial court of Japan. A smaller ship, calietl 
the. Bleij^nbergt with a sapercargo and : a writer on 
board, was likewise destined for the same voyage. > 

Next dafy, they weighed, saluted, and got uuderway 
in the road, of Batavia; and on the moniing of the 
26th, they found thepiselves in the Straits of Baucd, 
which are*^ nearly as wide as the English Channel. Tile 
coasts of Java and Sumatra were both woody and 
level. 

On the 10th of July, they came in sight of the 
Cbmese coast, and soon after a severe gale came on, 
which is very common in those latitudes. Captain 
Ess being sm intelligent seaman, immediately ordered 
to shorten sail, lower the topmasts, and take down the 
yards- This precaution was observed during the 
whole voyage undfir similar circumstances; and the 
event shewed that it was judicious. The Bleijenberg, 
on the other hand, carried all her canvass, till the top 
masts went, and after^vaids the lower also. Thus shat- 
tered and crippled by the imprudence of her captain, 
she was with diihculty saved from sinking, and obliged 
to make the test of her way to Canton, to be repaired. 

On the 22d, tliey agam s^w the Chimjse shore; and 
some fisliing-boats came qft' to traffic with tliem. 
Among other fish which they purchased, was the beau* 
tiful and transparent slieU-$$h, called Ostiiea pleu- 
xouecles. * 

Since their leaving Batavia, the crew had been nmch 
afilicted with intermitting fevers; but ai soon as -tlie 
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/. coidw^Mker* and Sfinck increased, 'the niahCdjr abateif. 
BoBtiiv observes, that in 'his tcme agues were seldom 
.bewbd of Ift the East hMKes*^ but at present, no species 
■i£ fever is more |iievalent. ^ 

. On the 29th, th^ descried ihe I^nd of Formosa^ 
whicb <»M» belonged to the Dutch East India Com* 
pany. Formerly, all ships l>ound for Japair touched 
Jifsre; but ne trafBc is now carried on from thence 
vHh £ufepeatis« The' Dutch sustained a siege of nme 
tMBths from the Chinese rebel, Coxinia, before thet 
i|lf«ei|iferQd the citadel. This happened in 16^ ; soon 
j^QK wUefa, tbt -island' wfts united to the-eniiHre of 
Ciiioiiu 

« fferd gukSf or railherhurricaxies, fbllowed each other 
.in rapid succesnon. >On the 10th of August^ for the 
6itk time, in ths sho«t passage, they encountered mie 
which lasted twenty-four hours with great fury. 
Hence it appears, liow dangerous 4he voyage to Japan 
is, even during the tnost favourable season, which is 
'tnly of^fee or four mon^' duration. 

Indeed, -tins navigation is drteemed so perilous, that 
• the Dutch East India Company always consider one 
ahip in five as devoted to destruction. And this cal- 
ctth^tiKMi is verified by the- experience of* more than one 
Jiundred years, according to lists that have been kept 
4^f the ^ps employed in this service/ 

Ir ^e sditembon of the'19tfa, they discovered Hit 
land of Japan, and the same evening, anchored In the 
entrance of Nagasaki hmi»our, when fires' were lighted 
up by the natives at out*posts, on the hills, to announce 
tp &e governor 'of Nagasaki, the arrival of a ship. . 

All die prayer-books .and bibles^ belonging to the 
aailors, were now collected and put into a chest, which 
was nailed down. Hiis was afterwards entrusted to 
the keeping of the Japanese, till the time of their de- 
parture ^ when every perscm received his book again. 
So vigilant is the government to prevent the introduQi 
lion of Cluristian books into the country ! 

A #)i\)lMer-roU was iKjLt }0^ out oi^ery peisgii 09 



boards inrHh bU age attd stadoa, which wa» gifMi to ' 
the pt&pex officer. According to. this list, the whole 
ship's /:p|i|p9iiyj|» miMUred iaone^teiy ymthe anivat 
of the Japanese; a«d4pikewise- every mevBiag aadi ev<Ai# 
ingy that any intercourse has takea place ^t^ween th^: 
>hip and the factory. By these precautms^ the Ja^ 
panese^ are assured that no one can get <away without 
their knowledge, or remain without thrir ieai«t 

Abpat being perceived 4H)niuigoi£.^oai the 4iorew. 
the capt£|ih dressed himadfin a blue silk ^uwt, triaaiMed 
\\ith silver lace, very large and wide, and >8tuffed ^mi 
furnished,, in- front witk a laige cushion^* Tins coat 
had £^ B^any y^ars been used fcnr thepufp^ of sttug*^ 
gliog prohibited goocb into tiie country ; as the claetV 
and the captain of the ship, were the -only persons ex^ 
empted from a rigorous search* In this di«ss Hm 
captain, generally made three trips 'a day ftom the ship 
to the ftotory, so: hea%41y laden, as..oftai-to be^ohl%ed 
to be supported by two sailors ; and as he was the only 
. privileged person on hoard, the otb^ <^fiers were glad 
to purchase his services, as a p<u:ter for their contraband' 
eoinmodities. * • 

HowjBver, the Jsq[>anese govemnieiit becommg more* 
enlightened, and having received undoubted proofs thai 
prohibited goods were introduced into that empire by- 
the Dutch-, positive orders had been issued ^ this year^ 
that the chief ancl captain should in future be searched y 
and that no regard should be paid to p^sous in this 
respect. The captain was further enjoined to dress* 
like other people; and to lay a»de his ike bhi&surtoats 
which had been the unconscious imana of amasdng" 
much riches* ... 

These injunctions were -not ^«ry pleasfflit, as Aey, 
%vere unej^pected, and highly prejudicial to the ttiterests 
of,tlie oHtcers, who derivesd a considerable profit from 
their prohibited wares, which w^ connived at by the - 
company. Tiie captain, to his great regret, was obliged 
to strip himself, and to dress like other people. The ' 
effect tliis change had upon tlie .ignorant Japanese wa»^ 
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euterteimog foough. 'JThey had always supposed tbst 
the captains were really as fat and bulky as they ap- 
feared to be; and when they saw this sudden reduc- 
tion, they were perfectly a&tcmisfaed. 
• As soon as they had come to an anchor^ and sainted the 
town of Nagasaki, two J<^>anese banioses, or officers of 
%iperior rank, stod several subalterns, came on boai4 
as also the inteipreters and their attcmdants. The ban- 
joses ' had a bedstead prepared for their aocommoda* 
t^m, they sat cross-legged, according to the custom of 
the country. Their business was to take care ^t no 
mproper. traffic was carried on with the shore; to 
teceive orders from the governor of th^ town ; and to 
i|^n all passports and necessary papers. 

They spent the greatest part of tli^ time in smo- 
l^ing tobacco, drinking tea, and taking a sip of 
^ European brandy, with which the captain plentifully 
supplied them, though they used it with great modera- 
tion. 

; After the customary salutes were paid, the remainder 
of the powder, hall, and military weapons, was commit- 

• ted, as usual, to the care of the Japanese, during their 
stay* So suspicions, indeed, were the people of this 
country, that they ibrmerly used to takeoff the rudders 
of ships, and to carry the sails and cannon on shore. 

I This, however, being a troublesome business, they in 
time grew weary of it; and satisfy ^ themselves now with 
disanimig such vessels as enter tlieir harbours, and pia« 
cing guard-ships round them. 
. On tiM( arrival of the Dutch, they found elevai Ciii- 
nese vessels lying in the harbour of Nagasaki. The 

* Dutch and the Chinese are the only nations that are 
allowed to participate jof the trade to Japan. Of the 
letter, about six hundred^men generally whiter here on 
a small island near the Dutch ^ctory, and directly be- 
fore the to\}'n of Nagasaid. , 

On the loth, they sept ashore the domestic animals, 
%vhich are annually transported from Batavia, to supply 
the wants of the factory^ as the Japanese have uiither 
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•beep nor hogs, and very few cowar or oxen. The im- 
ported antmats are cpostantiy confined io stalls, which 
in •timraer^rc^ open, artd* in winter dosed' up. "hi. 
spring and summer tliey are twice arday; fed \rith graH 
and kave^; and*in winter they commonly eat lice, and 
the tender branches of trees or rice straw. 
♦ ia a country like Japan; where our traveller .was not 
allots to rang«6 ^ tfie ' fields in pursuifof >plaQts, this 
manner of -'feeding the cattle was^a ni^t ibrtunate cir- 
cumstance for him; -He constantly e^annned the fod- , 
tier, as often il9it ^as brought in^ and*selected out of -. 
it whate\'er ^as rare tod tmcommon for a hortus siccus^ 
to enlarge the bottoical collettidns of Europe. ' / , -, 

On the 4th of Septeihber, whatever private prwperty 
had been entered for sale", was sent ofi^jmd ^strict in-* 
ventofy.WJfs tstkert of what'remaifted, which-^afferwaFd^ . 
could ndt be moVed.^^The remaiiider of -the month.; 
ivas chiefiy spent ih discharging the mercbandise^hdong^ . . 
ing to the company. On thisbusiness a' number of la* ' 
bourers, Or rulis; we^e employed,. Vf^hoiConstantly sang- 
in a peculiar tone of voice,' to lively^nd clie^fin^^ords'; 
during the heaviest part of their labour, r • -. v , . ♦ ^ 

Custom-houses are iiot known, eithcr"^hi 4he ihterioi? 
part of the country or on its coasts, and no customs alfd 
demanded, eiiher'on impbrts or exports;- from strdngew 
or natives; an exemption which few*^Othe^ cOuAtried 
possess.' But no prohibited ^odscahbesmugglcdinto 
the country, on account of the ^ijgilaiice*thfet is used to 
prevent it. ' All persons as'Well as merbhandistes Are so 
strctly selif died, that thfe hutrdred evesxit Argdi may b^ 
said to be employed on thb occasion; * ^ 

When an- European goes ashore, he is first eitamined 
on board, and tlf en as soon as belauds; not in a superfi- 
cial manner, but with more striotnes than even decency 
wililsometiines warrant. His name is put down, and he 
iPeceives a permit, from die intentkm of which he can* 
not deviate M^ithout extreme dUnger; Even the J^pa* 
nese themselves, dot high in office, are examined uiii 
tiuttf ly ^¥heu tfiey gp on board thft diip^ By tbi# 
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means* sod the severe pnoisbineiib wUch atteud 
the detection of smuggling, eitlier in foreigners or na- 
tives, a contraband trade is almost impobsibk to be 
Cairkd on. 

The interpreters are all natives of Japan, and speak 
vith more or kss accuracy the Dutch hmguage. They 
mre generally divided into tliree classes, according to 
the perfection ^vith which they can acquit themselves in 
thk vocation. The superior class is composed of doc- 
tors, the second of assistants, and the third of appren* 
tio^ ; or rather of ranks and gradations answering to 
lliose titles. • 

The interpreters are extremely fond of European 
bo^, ai|d yearly increase their stock by the favour of 
the merchants. They are also very inquisitive into £u* 
lopean customs and sciences, and ai^ the only persons 
who practise medicine on any juht principles. Several 
clerks always accompany them, aswelltoti>e ships; as to 
their college in the iidand'of Deziraa, who perform the 
most tiresome part of their busiixess, in keeping accounts 
and writing permits* 

* As soon as M/Ihimberg got on shore, it was bisfirst 
care to form an acquaintance with the hiterpreters, and 
to insinuate himself into the good graces of such officers 
as most frequently visited their little commercial isle. 
As (idliyskian, he' had the most favourable opportunities 
of rendering himself serviceable and acceptable to tlie 
Japanese, by his advice and prescriptions. Besides, tlie 
natiire of his pursuits exposed him less to suspicion than 
the commercial adventurers; and he at last was able -to 
obtain the governor's permission to gather plants, the 
object :<Kf'allkiEi solicitude, in the plain that encitdes 
the town of Nag^8saki«« He was .now happy in idea; 
but judge his surprise, when he found this order re- 
voked, on the pretext, that there was no precedent for 
a principal surgeon having enjoyed that.hberty, though 
there w«ii one of a surgeon's mate. Such a trifling va« 
ration as this, is. considere|l as important in the eyes of 
fhe Japanescj,. who blindly obey ^ letter./of (he laws* 



Yvithout examiniiig into the prxncipks <m which tbey are 
ibuiided. ^ 

To our traveller this was a serioiis disappointment, 
as the autumri was advancing with hasty strides, 
though he did not quite despair o^ ultimate success. 
Meanwhile he encouraged the interpreters to^colkct for 
hiin; and by representing that every surgeon was first a 
mate, and tbat, in case of his death, the latter succeeds 
him in the appointment, he at last convinced the Japan- 
ese, that Urn precedent might apply to either. But 
beibre this logic was admitted, the season was too^far 
advanced; and he could not make any use of the in- 
dulgence, he obtained, till the month of February. 
. During this interval he endeavoured to acquire some 
kno^viedge of the language ; tliough this step is strictly 
prohibited, and was attended with many dkhculties in 
itself. At last he obtained, from an q\d. interpreter, a 
Latin; Portuguese, and Japanese dictionaiy, which had 
di*scended to liun from his ancestors, and appeared to 
he the work of the Jesuits, when tliey had a footing in 
this empire. No other copy could be either borrowed 
or* purchased, consequently' our traveller had. the 
greater reason to congratulate himself on this acquisi* 
tion. 

Nagasaki harbour is the only place where the Dutch 
and Chinese ships are allowed to ente^*. Tlie tawn is 
one of the five called Imperial; and on account of its 
foVeign commerce, is one of the most bustling iir the 
empire. It belongs separately to the secular emparor^ 
who appoints a governor in his name, who is annoaiiy 
changed ; but sd'ter the expiration of a year, generally 
returns to his post; so that. In fact, tliereare-two go* 
vemors, one in ofiice and the other out. 
. The town is surrounded on the ImuI side by Ugh 
mountaias, that slope off gradually towardathe bajrbour» 
mrhieJi is generally full of shi}>ping. 

The idand of Deasima, which the Dutch rent for a 
fiictiHy, may be considered merely as a street belong* 
ing to. ^gasaki. It has a commuuicatioa with it by ft 
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bridge^ and at low water is only sq>arated from it by t 
ditcfau Dezima is only six bundred paces long, and one 
hundred' and twenty in breadth ; and in thi^ ^mail ^ce 
the Dutch are cooped up, guarded in the day-time, aitti 
locked in at night. The eompaUy's store-faouses are fir^ 
proof; but the other buildings are all constructed of 
wood and clay, in the style of Nagasaki. On this island 
the interpreters have tfaek college, where a great nnuii 
ber of them assemble during the trafBcing season ; buC 
when the ships are gone, only one or two come Ihere^ ' 
who are regularly relieved every day. 

Tbe chief for the Dutch commerce is dianged atanu- - 
ally. Formerly, when trade was more flourisfahig, two 
Tojages hither were sufficient to make his fortune ; but 
now he. is obliged to make three or four to procure a 
competency. Two ship^ annually sail from Batavia, and 
return about the end of. the year. The principal exports 
from Japan are copper, camphor, lackered woodwork^ 
porcelain, silks, rice, and other articles. Th^ copper is 
the finest in the world, and is cast into small bars, of a' 
lively bright colour. 

The imports to Japsao. bv the Dutch, ate sugar, el^ 
phanis' teeth, sappao-wood, tin, lead, .bar-iron, chmt- 
zcs, Dutch doth, cloves, tortoise-shell, China root, -and 
costus'Arabicus. ' The pnvtite trade includes a number 
of inferior articles, such as saffron, Venice treacle, ra^s 
tans» spectacles^ mirrors, watches, unicorns' horns, and 
the like. ^^ [' ' ' 

« . The islands of Ja^u were accidentally discovered by* 
the Portuguese m 1542; from being driven on their 
coast J[)y u storm. ' They trere well received, aud du-j 
rted on a lucrative tr&de here fot'taearly onehufidred'" 
yearsr The EngliA also bad' some traffic^withttmsef * 
dis^mt inlands : ' but in l6dl, the Dutch supplanted all* 
the other natioas of fiurb{^, and <Hitame3 a radnopbly; 
which at first was highly beneficial to them^ but^haa 
beenr gladuaUy cramped, till it ceaises to yidld much pto- 
fit. The, jealously of tiieihipanesNe and. the' avarice* of 
the Dutch have goiae band in hand lOr oecasioii thit di« 



ffiinution of commercial advantages ; for in proportion 
as the latter made farther attempts to i^eure illicit gain, 
the former abridged the unmunities they had origmally 
received. 

Among the articles of private trade, unicorns' horn.% 
(monodon monoceros) have been mentioned. The Ja- 
panese have an extraordinary opinion of its medical vir- 
tues and powers to prolong life, fortify the animal spi- 
rits, strengthen the memory, and, in fine, to cure all 
complaints. The discovery of this predeiiction was ao- 
cidental. One of the chiel^i cm. his return home, had 
sent some euriosities to an mterpreter, his friend, and 
among the rest was a large twisted Greenland unicorn's 
horn, by the sale of which the interpreter became ex- 
tremely rich, and a man of consequence^ From that 
time tlie Dutch have imported so many, that the vahie 
is greatly reduced ; nevertheless, this year, when all 
Mimggling wa3 obliged to be laid aside with the cap* 
tein's blue coat, our traveller sold as many as enabled 
him to pay the debts he had contracted, and to expend 
one thousand two hundred rix-doUars on his favorite 
science. 

Niusi-root, called Som by the Chinese, likewise sells 
very high. It grows in the northern parts of China, 
imiticularly in Korea. A bastard kind, brought from 
America, perhaps the Ginseng root, is often brought 
hither by the Dutch ; but this is strictly prohibited by 
the government, lest it should be fraudulently sold for 
the genuine sort. 

Both the Dutch company and Individuals are prohi- 
bited from exporting frum hence, Japanese coin, maps, 
charts, and books, at least such as are relative to the 
country; and all sorts of arms, particularly their cyme- 
tars, w hich, in strength and goodness of manufacture, 
are tmrivalled. 

The weights of Japan arc thus regulated : one picket 
makes one hundred and twenty-five pounds ; one < atje 
sixteen thaiU, one tliail tea mas, and oue mas ten coa- 
deryns. 
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. 'Hie money current in trade is reckoned in a simHar 
maooer; so that one thail, which answers nearly to a. 
Dutch rix-doHar, is equai to ten mas, and one mas to 
itxk conderytis. " Kianibang mottey, as it is called, or the. 
money o£ the couMry, b nev^ paid in hard cash, as it 
eaonot be exported ; but there is merely an assi^iament 
made on it, and bills are drawn for such ii sum as will. 
he requisite for a whole year's supply. Hence the 
ecmimerce here cannot be considered iu^any other light 
than barter i at least, the money received in the island 
mnst always be laid out again in it. 

Though the Cfaioese are the only Asiatic tuition tliat 
trade to Japan, and they stiM employ a good number of 
ships, thei^ privil^es are also much curtailed, since 
tbey were imprudent enough to introduce into Ja^an,: 
Catholic books printed in China.. Thev are now con*- 
fined to a small island,, like the Dutch ; and strictly, 
searchied whenev^ thtv/go inior os^t/ They euiojv 
howevtr,' the libeity ot frequenting .^a ten^ple in the 
town-, d^i^ted tortke worship of the-Deity,>and havf^ 
an ^owte€:e'^f:tlMir daily expenses. 

On th^'othet»hanA,they^te never suffered tamakea^ 
journey' ttith^imperiaieaiurt, as iiie Dutch are; but 
as this s^ves them a considerable expense, it may per-«* 
liapsrath€^ be considered ast^ fay our .than an indigpity 
or restraint. • s^ v: ^ . :-, . • 

Oil the 14lh t^ CMxhisei ihe Dutch ship was con-- 
ductMjIo the Fape^belgrthei^ to remam at.4inchor,. 
and take in the re^tof her cargo. Soon after the ship^ 
has anchored in' thi^hafbour) tiie. governor poii^ts out 
the day when she is to sail, and this commmid must be 
so impiidtly obeyed,' that neither wind nor weather 
must retard her. Indeed, when she saHed, the wind; 
was actually so contrary, and blew so hard, that above; 
one hundred boats of different sizes were employed iui 
towing her out.* 

• Stroog as the love of gtin is, it is attonisKing that afty people ' 
llM>uId lubmlt to be treated as the. Dutch are in Jap^. No liberal • 
mtnd 'coald bear it j but fortunately for the avArieioutj thfi^ attu 
seldom UouUed with delicacy vf sentiment. 
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As there are serer^ islands of di^rent sizes in the 
MTiroiis of Papenberg, when the boats are restored t^ 
them, the Dutch may row to them withoBt molest»- 
lion; though^ *if they stay long, or risit one of the 
larger brands, they are sure to hav^ a guide to dog 
them, or a guard-ship to watch their motioua. Tint 
tustic natives, however, seem to be much amused with 
the sight of {Europeans among them, and particularly 
sdmire their large and round eyes; frequently ex- 
^aiming, Hollanda Ome! 

Papenberg is a small island, covered to the very 
l»nvk of its chores with a peaked mountain, which is 
accessible by two sides. It is said to have acquired its 
name from being the scene of the destruction of the 
Portuguese friars, who were thrown down its precipices 
into tlie sea« On this and the neighbouring islands^ 
M. Thunberg emb/aced every opportunity of pursuing 
bis /botanical regearches, and met with no nnali 
success. 

Of th& urti^a Japonica, and nivea, two^species of 
liettles, the Japanese make the cordage of their vessels. 
It is very strong ; and yet linen may be manufacthred 
6rom the- same plants. 

About the middle of November the ship sailed; 
leaving fourteen solitary Europeans, with some slaves 
and Japanese, to be shut up m the little island of De* 
timsi, not only separated from the rest of Cristendom, 
"but from the whole world besides. A person Confined 
here is, to all intents, sequestered from the affairs of 
Inen. The ery energies of the soul are cramped; 
for there ' nothing to excite either hope^or-fear^ to 
awaken 01 p'^tify curiosity, 

O^r ' ayeller employea this period of seclusion ia 
coDectf ^ examining, and preserving insects and herb^ 
in con rsing with the interpreteri^ to whom he gave * 
taste r botany, and foqnd them anxious to be in* 
struc il. By this means he acquired many plants^ 
whic' they sought for IhMr own sratificatioo, while 
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they were addmg to bis. From those people to« he 
obtaioed much local knowledge of the country »goveii^ 
iueut» reli^Oy and manners. 

The cold now began to grow very severe, ^nd, at 
times, was quite piercing. They, therefore, lighted 
fires in a kettle filled with charcoal, which was placed 
in the ipiddle of the apartment, and wanned the whole 
room for several hours together.. 

About tliis time our traveller met with a ckcum- 
stance which spread some alarm over their silent re? 
treat. As he was unable to purchase a slave for him- 
self at Batavia, the supercargo had lent hun one, till 
tiie master should return here next season. The poor 
fellow, it seems, had a wife and family at Batavia* and 
bemg disappointed in sailing with the ship, became 
quite melancholy, and ^t last ahscondedj no one knew 
where. 

He was immediately sought for, but in vain, by the 
other sl&ves. The intequ-eiers and some Japanese 
made a still stricter seardi, without effect. At haagih 
the governor was apjNised of thb desertion, and an 
0rdftr arrived, with a number of officers and attendaato^ 
to renew the search till he Avas found; when» at length, 
he was discovered in an old^torjehouse. 

Had he not been found, every house in the ishmd^ 
and even the apartment of every mdividual, would 
have been visited ; and in case of missing him, tht 
whole kingdom would have been alarmed, and enjoiaed 
to apprehend the deserter. This sliews how fearful 
the Japanese are, lest any one should steal into the 
country. The poor slave, whose feelings did him 
honour, was obliged to be bastinadoed, and put in rnDs, 
wad tiie ferment soon subsided. 

They kept the new year, 1/76, with much celebrity, 
Acooraing to custom* about the noon of that da}", 
most of the Japanese, who had any connection with 
Dutch, came to wish them a happy new year; and 
were invited to dine with the chief. After dinner. 
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«rbieh ^as dressed chiefiy in the Eurbp^n msHuier, 
warm sakki was handed roimd^ which was drank out 
of lackere^ wooden cups. 

On this festive occasion, the chief invited from the 
town some young females, partly as assistants at the 
cntertaimiient, and partly to amase them with dancings 
which th^ did after their country fashion ; and about 
five o'clock took their leav<^ with the other guests. 

fa most of the Japanese towns, as well as in Naga« 
saki^ there are particular houses dedicated to Uie 
Cyprean goddess ; and such of the Dutch as wish for a 
female eompenion to assist in the management of their 
domestic conc^ns^ may engage one for any length of 
^me over three days, which is the shortest period of 
contract. The lady's husband^ or patron, is pajd a 
stipulated sum daily ; and, for her services, she genor 
tally cmnes in besides for presents and personal orna- 
ments* 

• The Japanese, mdeed, seem to pay lht}e regard to 
lemde chastity 7 nor do they regard lascmonsness as a 
vice, particularly' if practised in such places as are pro- 
tected by the* laws and government. Hov^iea of this 
kind, therefore,- are not considered as infamous, or im* 
proper places of rendezvous. They are often fre-»' 
quetited by the better sort of people, whor.wish to 
treat their iriends with sakki, the tuvourite liifuor of 
the country. Nevertheless, tlUs institutiou carries oa 
its very ^oe a stigma derogatory^ to hmnan nature, and 
to polished manners. . , ^ 

it is Very rarely that a Japanese woman, notwidk- 
stAnding the licence they are allowed, proves pregnant 
by an EuJtopean ; and should this be the case, there 
are various reports about the manner in which the un« 
foitunate progeny is disposed of; but our author could 
not aseertain the real fact, probably from the uufre- 
queaey of the circumstance. Those women, how ever^ 
who attJtch themselves to the Dutch, or inhabit the 
receptacles of infamy, are not considered as being di&* 

Vol. XI- -20 
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boaouMd ; but after serving a oeiMa Una «f j<nr^ 
ineqii«itly narry to adwrtage. 

Though the Japanese have only one wife, hcivioqs* 
n^ seems universally t^ prera^* among tho i^eopk; 
nor aie the married women coninedy-aftin othor eaiBten 
countries, or at all deUieate in tfaeur mannevs. They 
expose themselves in the streets, houses, or ev^n ha» 
thing, witliout the ieast e^ramooy ; or, fwiliapSp even 
the consciousness of impropnety, whieh i^ their best 
excuse. 

Some of them paint themselves with a ^sony eoH ion 
TaUed bing ; but tins ornament is cfaiedy coated ta 
*the lips, which a)^)ear either red or yiokt, aoceidipg hi 
the quantity of the paint that is laid on. 

The married wom^ are generally distinguithot 
from the single, by havmg tiieir teeth stajpAMl blaek, 
Mhich, in their opinion^ is a capital charm ; b«t in the 
eyes of an European, is very disgustmg. Tim black 
dye is derived 'fVcFin Urine, iUmgyof iroo, add aakki. 
it is letid and conrpsive; and- eats deeply into the 
teeth. Some begin to use tliis ornament as'^oonas 
they are courted or betrothed, as a made of oonse^- 
quence. 

- On the 7th of Fdi>mary, M. Thuid^Mg having re- 
ceived from the f^overoor a second permksioii' to bolii- 
nize, he, for the lirst tune, had die pleasiue oi*- taking 
a walk about the town of Nagasaki, and afterwwpds ci' 
visiting the mountains in the- environs, •• attended by 
several ^f the head interpreters and baDJdses. Avaihng 
himself of the liberty he* had obtained, hefenemilY 
Mide an excursion at least once or tvriee a weak, tiH 
auch time as the ambassador was ready to depait for 
the imperial court. ' ' 

The town of Nagasaki has neidier cHadei^ waUsi, nor 
foss^. The streets are irregular, and tcn ninate A al 
each end by a wooden gate, occasions^ locked at 
night. Few of the houses are two stories^ high, and 
%liea they are $o, the upper story is genesaUy k»w. 
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wnnrnn&tfmstempksmM^ftBom; aiifl4hoiigii 
ii cannot Ik called handsome ia i^df, theie are many 
<Mig^hl spots m the .Tkkuty. . 

Oa sQiae nsng gronads afe iHiiaerous tomb-stoaefc 
0f TamiJMi fcmiis. • Some are. roi]^ aad in. tiieHr na- 
tiiral «U^| hot mere frequently they are hewn with 
•rt» ««lh Of ^ivithcmt ktteirs mgra^^d oit theiii. These 
cfliite|erie» -being- always oh elevated situati««iSy and 
hnving^ 9a moi^. atones erected on than, are distuiw 
gnishaUe from irfap, 

in Hie gardens our botamst found many of tibe En^o^ 
pean ealia^ry'vei^tables^* Near the villages were larg€S 
|llatttali«&»of batatas (ooovolvahis e4uli5,) the roots of 
nhkb^are u^ealy and agreeable to the taste. ^ '^^^^ 
seetti^ nMifch e^ier of digestion tlian potatoes, whi^ch 
kve beeft -tried 4o be caltrvated faere^ but with in* 
4iffin«nt success. ..... . • 

M.^ Thiwberg 4bc<M^t!3. many^ medical pl^ftixts^ of 
tbe wtues of which • the Japanese were jguoraiity^ a^ . 
well a» esettlent roots that had never been broi^ht into 
tee ; and he lead^. i^rther oppovtuni^. of ipgratiatinf^ 
Umeelf with tiie natives, by iaidicatfeg their qnatit]^ 
efiiects. . . 

"n»a 18th oi I^btnaty was the last day of the J^i 
year; and, aooording to the enstom. of th^ 
«a«mtry^ all aoeoimts are then closed between, priyat^ 
l^fsoiKH Mid j&«^ cteditgi^en. iiappy the people 
w6o«, at the beginniag of the new year« can ren<?<<jl: ^ 
their beiiigim fi^Mn debt I 

Thf^mew year was u^ered in by the Japanese apd 
C^MMlewith joy anrf coiigratalation. Every ope Was 
AresMd*hi his best attue, and a round of diversiona 
fiUed up the greatest part of the first rnQntiji. 

Hie ]«ar here is measar^ by luaations, so that spmib 
kave twdbije^ and others thirteen^ moiiths,; coas^^ueptly^ 
Ae ienninalion and commencement of^lS^e year §ire.not 
mithe^WKeidayy-or always in the saiioeinon^^ EVery 
fiftaeath day is allowed for the cessation from Jahour« 
Pay and t^\U tadiento{etb^*v»e4livicle^^ .. 
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'fhey dined the first d^iv at Ittgami, u4i«r«1ii«jr'«ii6ie 
Deceived by tlinir iiosi wita a d^«e of poUtoiess that 
would hav^i done honour to the iiiost civilized {Murt of 
the world. He met thetu by the^ay, and witj^ eveiy 
token of submission and respect« bade thein wekane; 
then hurried home^ and prepared to receivehis gvbests i^ith 
doe honour on their arrival, l^is obsequious atteutioa 
of the iandloid's^as repeated at every sta^^e; and, ia 
addition to the politeness they were treated with, tbssj 
^6Bod the general aceoininodat«Da good. 

The following morning they resumed their jouni^, 
taking the road of Omura, where they dined, at the 
distance of three leagues/ and then proceeded Jive 
leagues &rther to Sinongi, where they slept. 
. On the 6'tlv iu the raoniit^^ they arrived at Orisstoo^ 
where tliere is a si|Iphureous warni-batl), which thej 
viewed and then proceeded to Otsin»u, where they locijk 
up their lodging for the night The warm-bath at Oii»- 
tiiuo was wailed in, and had a handsome house near k (ot 
the accommodation of iavaUds, that resorted hither for 
the benefit of the waters. Japan abounds in similar 
flprmgs, which are used in venereal oain|»laints, th# 
palsy, itch, rheumatism, and many other dtsordars. 

The road over which the embassy had hitherto tn^ 
veiled, was very rugged and tiresome ; but after they got 
into the province of Fiseo, tiie country appes^ed more 
fertile, beautiiul, and populous : the villages wetedose* 
ly planted, ami some of them were of considerable extent. 
' Fiseu is distinguished for its elegant and valuable 
porcelain, made of periectly white clay, in.itself very iinc, 
but nevertheless wrought with the utmost diligence and 
care ; so that the vessels formed of it become transpa- 
rent, and as white as snow* . 
' On the 7th, they crossed the river Kassa^wa, and 
soon after arrived at Sataga» the capital of the province, 
whieh is defended by a ca^lie, wails, suid ditche^. XhiN 

* The Jnpanes^ league is neArly •qual to three Freach j or ene 
•f their miles to a French leegat. ; 
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tte most tofwm ia Jafmn, is regularly buUt, with stnught 
«Bd wide/stfeets, . Tbene are also several iraiiais^ wfaicli 
coirrey the water Jthrougk it. 

Tiiepeople, ^spedaliy Use weonea, seemed of asmaUer 
K2C in this province than in the ibrmer ; and the nmr- 
lied wom^U} thoagk natiuaily handsome and well sha- 
fed» disfigure themselves e^itFemely, . by extirf»tb^ 
the hair of their eyebrows, which Jbare denotes the raa« 
Ihmoiiial state, as black teeth does^at Nagasaki. ' 

Having travelled near ten leagues next day oyer vtry 
Ingh mountains, sprinkled with a mimber of villages, 
they arrived at Itsdia. They were now in the province 
<^Tsikudsen, as soon as they entered on the frontien 
<if which, an othcer wa's sent by the governor, to wel- 
come tliem, and to conduct them sale through his ter^ 
RtiMries. 

^4r M^Thunberg observes, that, however much strangers 
mte despised or feared by the Japanese, on thesea-coastv 
Bothii^ could exceed the civility and respect with 
vhidrthey were received in their jvmrney to^tbe impe« 
ml coutit. When they arrived on the bordei^ of a pro* 
4dnce,.they were always met by a deputy from the go» 
vemor, who4eodered them his services, and^saw them 
safe trough his- master's jurisdiction; and« in short, 
hod the eiabassy been composed of princes of the coun- 
try, they could not have experienced more homage and 
aMeotion. Even the lower class of the* people exhibited 
the same tokens of siibmission as they do to their own 
grandees of the first rank: they bowed their heads, 
amd frequently turned their backs, which is a. sign of 
high re8pect,.<as intimating an acknowledgment that 
they were unworthy to look on them. 

The roads in Japan are broad, and furnished with 
ditches to carry off the: water. They are generally 
kept in good repair^, but befbne the Dutch make tlieir 
annual .journey to the capital, they are fresh strewed 
with sand, and every species of filth is removed, li^ 
bot-aqd dusty weather^ .they are also .watered. Tireir 
sides are frequently planted with hedges of %(^i%)U* 
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kinds : among the test our travelier fousd the tea sliro^^ 
very tomuMnily used ifor tins p«Tpo$e. • ^ 

Mile-pQsts are set up, whkhnot^y indicate llie' 
dh^iuDce, Irat atso fMHBt out the rosKl ; and, in fac^ no- 
thittg is otnitted tint can contribute to tlie-iccunty aiitf 
accoDuaodatioa of the 'traveller, wfaich might be ex- 
pected ttneiig apeaple ht advanced^ in mRizatioR. 
Tftie roads of JafMoi, iiowever, when once made^ cost 
little to ke«p them tti a perfect state of repair/ No 
\f)ieel carriages for pleasure are knovNi io this^erapiie; 
and travellers either go on loot or on horseback, untess- 
they are of high rank, when they are carried in cangos 
<K nortmoQS. The form of tiie latter fm& already been* 
described ; the ooigo is a square kind of close box, 
^proaching theslmpe of asedanchair, but destitute 
of its elegance or convenience. ♦ 

On tiK pth of Marcii, having crossed the Nogata 
River, and passed several vilkiges, they caine t6 a' 
large and rich commereia^ town,' called Koknm. 
Though it still carries on a considerable trade, the hcir«' 
boar is so chocked up, that only small vessels and boatscaa 
enterit. This place is about a Japanese milein'ietigth,fonm 
ing airoblong square, and is washed by ariver,whit^;afler 
ilowihg through the istreets, faU» into the' ^a. At omf" 
end of the town^ and alongside of the riwr, stands the 
prmce's citade^^ which is well fortified, and' makes a 
very handsome appearand, in thisthe prince of ICo- 
kura resides, and hokte his courts -^His'^highnessnp* 
ceived tile embassy* with psu-ticular respect; and ihef 
were exti«Hii»Iy welt lodged in this town. • r-. 

The front part of most of the houses In the towns of 
Japan is app^-opriated for a shop, ited just behind it 
are the kitchen atld the apoa'tments occupied by the fa- 
mily *, so that strangers, who are geil^rally lodged in 
the garden front, have the best and most pleaisant 
apartments; ^ . j . 

The dwdlings are very roomys and: commodioas, 
and are never more than two stodes higli. - The style 
•f bflliidiiig is peculiar* '< l%e houses ar&eoDsti:acted(ir 
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« frame-work of wood, split bthiboosx and clay, 
which bave externally the appearance of stone, and ^ift 
cov^n-ed with tiles of considerable weight and thickness. 
The whole area makes but one room, which is after- 
wards divided, according to convenience, by slight mov- 
ing partitions, ccmsisting of wooden frames covered 
with tliick transparent paper, which slide in grooves 
ttiade in the beams of the floor and roof. 

The Japanese have no furniture in their houses of 
•ntertainment, • consequently the embassy carried their 
Own beds and mattresses, and ^read them^ on theflpor, 
which was covered with thick straw miats. Having 
neither chairs uor tables, they sit on these mats with 
their legs under them; and at dinner are served ia 
lackered wooden cups, on a square wooden tray. 
* On the 11 th, they crossed the bay to Simonoseki, 
in a yacht, and h^e they lodged for the night. This 
is a place of considerable importance on account of the 
goodness of its harbour, which is mlicb frequented « 
Hence there is a great resort of traders to it from all 
parts of the kingdom, who deal in a variety of com^* 
modities not to be procured elsewhere. 

This town is situated at one extremity of Nipon, tho 
largest of all the islands, and contains the two capitals 
of the kingdom. On the sea*sbore, a kind of ulva, 
called Awa Nori, is found, which, when dried and 
roasted over the coals, and afterwards pulverised, is 
eaten with boiled rice, and sometimes put into iniso- 
soap. 

They embarked, on the 12th of March, on board a 
Japanese vessel, ninety feet long, which is annually 
hired ou the Dutch company's account, for the purpose 
of conveying the ambassador to Fiogo, a distance of 
one hundired leagues, which, with a favourable wind, 
is commonly performed hi eight days. 

A vessel of this kind ranks among the largest built in 
this country; nor are any other allowed, lest the na« 
lives should be tempted to go to sea in them, and quit 
tinm eouotry. They are generally constructed of fir 
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or cedar, and have only oae*inast; and^ |>n>pef ly ^^eatk^ 
log, ouly one deck, tKough the cabin, which is. veij^ 
large and roomy, ifocuui anotbei: partial deck* Ibck 
luost singular circuinitan^, however, is^that the cabaa 
projects over both sides of the vessel, and, •f coursew 
has not a very elegant appearance, though it is oeilainly 
Gomuiodioas enpi^. . «,., 

Durii^ calm weather, the Japanese vessdai are rowed; 
and when they arrive in any harbour, the mast is com- 
monly struck, and an awning, «|aead^ .i^hidi protects 
the people from any weadier. .. ., . .^. • 

From Simonoseki,sthey sailed to Kapuiro^ ^'hkh is 
thirty-six.: leagues; but the wind proving uniavottrable 
after they arrived off Nakassima, they put hstdk inl» 
Kaimnoseki harbour, wher^ th^y were obliged to lie 
three weeks, before the wind became propitious, llow- 
ever, they ^vei^al times amnsed themselves by making 
excursions x>n sb^re, and visitiog the temples and iooa. 

The air bene was very sharp^ wliicfai j)a»|agbt oa colda 
and catarrhs, notwithstanding they kept good fires^ 
iThe country appeared mountainous, but cukiy^Ued I0 
such a degree, that €v^ ^>ot resemb|l^ sl beautiiUL 
garden. . ..-^ . 

Th^ long time they were obliged to lie at Kaminoi 
seki, the Japanese, ^nt in games and sports of vanons 
kinds. Those with whc^n M, Thnnberg was most h^ 
timate, listened with pleasure to his lectures on tbg^ 
liealing ait; while, on the oUier b^d, they en^rtaiaeil 
and mformed him, by answering his questions relative 
to tbe government^ and the rural and political eoooomy 
of the conJitiy. , ; - ^ 

Among <tifte, games whi^ the Japanese pla;y<ed, fr^sk 
«ne called. Siobut^, or tlie game of the goose* - la 
playing this they made, use of a thick, cbeckesed paj^nw 
with different %ures delmeated oneachA|uaie.v j^die 
being tiu'owii, each person -mtu'ked his chance Oj^ ^ 
representations in the square. 

Cards are by no means a. favourite diver^jon^ in. this 
country, gmd indeed they are pfohibitedj,thoMgU,£(^iO^ 



flh€!9 iisdl m secret, lliey are fifty m nmiiber, formed 
♦f thick stiff paper, two inches long, and one or more 
wide, bhtclt on one sftde, and dissiiiiifarlymaHced on 
ike oflier. They ky them hi dH!erent heaps with the 
stake a-top, and then they turn np a card to see who 
lias won. 

During their stay here, our traveller made himself 
acquainted with tlie Japanese compass. It is first di- 
trided into the foixV caVdtQaF points, and tlien each of 
them' is* sabdirided into three- parts more, which re^ 
ceive their names from* some particular animals 

As a curiosity, we give the different appellations of 
the quarters and points. Kitta, the north, has" 1. Ne,' 
the rat; 2. Us, the cow oroxi; 3. Tora, the tiger, 
figasf, the east, contains 1. U, the liare; 2. Tats, the 
dragon; and 3. Mi, the serpent. ' Mirrami, the south, 
is subdivided into 1; Uma, the' horse; 2. Fitusi, tlie 
iriieep ; and 3. Sam, the ape; Nis, or the west points, 
are 1, Ton, the hen; 2. feu, the dog; and 3- I, the 
trildhoar. 

Having at last weighed with a fair wind, they pro^- 
ceeded to Dsiha Kamerw, where they*again dropped 
URcbor, and all around them saw islands of various 
9V£e». Wherever they stopped, the Japanese were anx- 
ious to get on shore to bathe. Cleanliness is their 
constant object ; and almost every house is furnished 
Vith a bath ; but, as the poor frequently use the same 
water without changing, it exposes them to catch th« 
itch, and other contagious disorders. 

, M. Thmiberg observes, that in almost every village 
there is a school, where the children are taught, and 
that the discipline to which they arc subjected is ex- 
tremely moderate. They are seldom rebuked, and 
linrdly ever beatem fn their seminaries they make » 
iiorrid vociferation, by readmg all at once. 

Proceeding on their voyage, tiey again §et sail for 
Fiogo, where they arrived after a disagreeable and dan- 
gefotts passage of twenty-six days. Fiogo is situated 
«bottt tea leagues from Osakaidnreetly opposite tq it is 



the sane bty. The baaui» bebg ionoeriy open to fbm 
•outhy was reckoned dangerous tor vesaeis, tiil the Em* 
peror Feki, at an imineoiie expense^ and with the loss 
of many lives^ caiuied a dam to he made to the sood^* 
ward of the harbour, in order to psevetit the sea fr<MK 
breaking in to it. Numerous vessels constantly report 
hither, tliough the water is too shoaly for any save Ja- 
panese shipping. . 

On the 8th of April, they set out for Isinomia bj 
land, and after dining there they advanced to ICawwfci^ 
Bear a large riVer, which they passed in boats, in their 
way to Osaka. Here they were extremely well locked 
and entertained; and shortly after their arrival, tte 
landlord, in his holiday dre^s, with a joyful face, atid 
most respectful demeanour, came to congratulale the 
eiiibai»i>y on their safp arrival, after such a long and 
dangerous navigution. A servant followed him, who 
produced, as usual, a small square table ^vith a present, 
which was likewise decorated in the most superb nian- 
ncT, This present consisted of several oranges, of two 
varieties, on the top of which was laid a folded ps^r, 
neatly tied up, while round tjbe sides were laid several 
square pieces oi* fucus, or sea-weed. All this is ac- 
cording to etiquette; and is a demonstratioa of the 
highest respect for the travelling strainer. 

Here they took leave of their captain, who had con- 
ducted them safe to Fiogo, and aftei-wardb attended them 
hither. They made him, and those to whom they had 
been indebted for services and assistance by the way, 
cuitable presents, and pai ted good fiicnds. 

Osaka is one of the five imperial towns whieh belong 
to tlie secular emperor; and from its local advauta<»e , 
it carries on a very extensive trade. Almost in the 
ctu)tre of th^ country, and not very distant from the 
sea-coast, it has vast supplies of every article of manu-. 
facture and native produce, which aredidused over 
other parts of "the empire. Provisions are extremely 
chtrap; and t|ie most wealthy mercha^its and artisaus 
huvo establish^ themst^lvcii lure. 
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. The mer Jedogawsi washes the town, ant) by means 
of diiferent canals, cut from it, refreshes all the prmci'^ 
pal streets. The citadel is of very great extent* and for 
Japan, uncommonly strong. Across the river are 
many fine bridges of cedar, which preserve a commu- 
nication with the different parts of the town. In a 
wordy Osaka is the hoest and most pleasant place in 
Japan ; where there is an incessant round of amusement 
tp divert the gay, and the show and glitter of opulence 
to engage the eye. * 

They next proceeded to Miaco, for which they set 
out by torch-ligbt, on the morning of the pth of April ; 
and after passing through several inferior places, they 
arrived at Fushni, which, though only reputed a village, 
isL nearly three leagues long, and reaches quite to the 
imperial capital, Miaco, of which it may be considered 
as the suburb. 

M. Thunbergwas delighted with the country through 
which he had lately passed. Except in Holland, he 
never saw such a fertile, populous, or well-cultivated 
track« Village succeeded village in endless continuity ; 
and here, for the iirst time, they saw several carts driv- 
ing along the road ; and, indeed, these are the only 
wheel-carriages used in Miaco. These carts are long 
and narrow, with three wheels, each formed of one en- 
tire piece of wood, and were all diaXvn by oxen. 

Near the river Miacos were a number of pelicans, 
which built their nests in pine-trees ail along the road, 
as had the ducks, and othei* wild fpwl ; for so liighly was 
the soil cultivated, that even the banks of the river 
were not left free for the birds to build on. 

Our traveller had flattered himself with an abundant 
harvest of botanical curiosities in this expedition ; hut 
he wasnevej: more disappointed. Inmost of the fieltds,^ 
wliicii were now sowed, he could not discover the least 
trace of weeds, nor even throughout whole provin^es.^ 
Not but they are naturally as plentiful in Japan as else-^' 
where ; did not the Industry of the husbandman rid the 
|oii of them so diligently, tliat even the sharp-sighted 
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botanist can scarcely glean any uncommon piant iii their 
wd!-cultivated fields. 

As there are no fences here, the seed i» sown oa 
toiall beds, about a foot wide, separated by a furrow 
of the same extent ; and after the com is grown up to 
the height of twelve inches, earth: is taken out of the 
trench, and carefully laid about the bbrders^ to furnish 
nourishment and manure to the corn. 
^ Tu consequence of so labori)US an operation, the corn- 
fields exactly resemble os^age beds, which, cm the 
heights, make* an enchanting appearance, particularly 
where rice is cultivated, which is watered* in the most 
ingenious manner. 

• Many fields arc sown with Faa&t Indian kale, (the 
brassica orientalis,) which appeared this season gilded 
with ycHow fiowers, glistening at a great distance. The 
seeds of this kind of kale, called natanni, are coniinonfy 
pressed ; and the oil extracted fi*om them is used all 
over the country for burning in lamps. 

In the town of M^iaco the embassy was lodged in the 
upper story, which is not customary in other places, 
and here tliey contmued four days. During this space 
tliey had an audience of th^ chief justice and the two 
governors of the town, who were complimented with 
presents, and in return treated their visitors with tea, 
tobacco, and sweetmeats. The cliief justice is almost 
the only male at the Dairi's, or ecclesiastical emperor's 
court, where he acts, in somij^ respects as martial ; regu- 
lating and ordering every thing about the court. He 
also grants passes to those who vnsh to travel farther 
lip 4>e country to the secular emperor's court. 

*I1ie Dairi's palace forms a quarter of Miaeo, and is 
furrounded vdtfa a stone wall and a ditch,^ within which 
mclosure lire the Dairi, his concubines, attenddnts, and 
priests. Here his whole pleasure lies; here he passes 
iiis whole life, ^d if at any time he takes a^lk in his 
gardens, it is made known by signs,, that no one may 
approach thb quondam ruler of the country, n^gw cobt- 
t«rted idto its pope ; but stiU leganled witb sudi fcoe* 
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^atfos, timt no man n^tist behold him/ Duriag the 
time they continued iiere» Ins holiness was pleased ouc^ 
<to johaiie the pave ear oift of doots^ vfkm a signal was 
givea from the wall of the cas^e. 

TboBigh Kubo, the tempojral i^iperor, possessed tho 
iprealest power, ^is beiog the geaeialissiHio of the amiy^ 
still, however, the greatest honours wece lelt to tke 
Daira. 

Miaco is not only the mostinncie&t capital^ but als» 
iiie largest commercial town In the empire, an advan* 
tage for which it is indebted- to its central siuation.' It 
stirnds OH a levd plain, about four kagnes id length, 
ftnd half a leiigue in breadth. Here are establishes) 
nany beouliful maBu&ctures m velvets and nlks, wove 
with gold and silver, and in most kinds of metals^ 
Here the coin is struck and 8tanq[)ed, and the celdbrated 
Jki^Mnese copper smelted, refined, and manu&ctused* 
JHkure ioo all kinds of literature are encottraged and 
supported, as at a roy^l academy, and ^all the booki 
^l^ished in the enquire are printed 'here. 

After bespeaking, several curiosities of 4he merchasotl 
who were pennkted^to viat theni, on the 14th of April 
they resumed their journey and dined at Gits, a town ' 
aeated on a lake of the same naoe, near forty Japanese 
miles m length. All the ancient histories relate, that 
Ihis lake was formed in one night l^ an earthqu^, in 
wiucb this whole track of country sank, and was in^ 
stantly covered with wat^. , 

Ttus lake is of grent ufiiity to the a<l jacent country, 
by promoting a commercial intercourse, which is car* 
ried on to a considerable extent all along its banks. It 
is likewise remarkable for containing salmon, so very 
•rarely found in the East Indies, and partactikorly in fresh 
Mfuter, as this is. Some of these, which they had an 
opportunity of se^it^ and tastiqg,. weighed ten pounds^ 
and were very delicious. 

In the afternoon they continued their journey to 
T^etta, where they cross^ a river by. a magnificent 
bridge, three hundred and fifty paces long« In the 



^venmg they took up tlieir loggings at a village called 
Knsats. 

Next momingy they travelled through a succession 
of t^wns and villages tor a great space, in a rich and 
fertile district, called Omi. They dined at Minakuts, 
and here, as well as in many other places, the sick per- 
iods from the adjacent parts came to ccMisult the Dutch 
physician relative to their chronic complaints. These dis- 
orders were frequently large indurated glands in the neck, 
and ulcers which had generally taken deep root m tiie 
habit. 

In passing through the country of Tssi^ the popula- 
tion and fertility of the soil seemed to increase ; hut 
thehr olfactory nerves %vere annoyed by a vik custfim 
of building the privies towards the street, and gavhig 
the urine in a large jar,' for the sake of manure, the 
stench from which was almost intolerable; nor were 
any perfumes sutHcient to counteract it. The exhala- 
tions from such a niephltic vapour evidently affected ' 
the eyes of the natives, though their noses might, from 
habit, be ]p)^oof against it; and they suiSered fiom their 
ov'er-strained economy, without probably knowing the 
cause. • 

At Jokaits they again fell in with the shore, which 
they followed almost ail the way to Jedo, fording many 
large and dangerous streams, where bridges could not 
be built, on account of tlie torrents in the rainy seasons, 
and the currents from the sea. 

In their way to Kwana they were assailed by the 
mendicant importunities of three nuns, who followed 
them for several hours constantly begging, though at 
first tliey had received a piece of silver from each. They 
were «aid to be daughters«of priests, or monks, in the 
mountains, called Jamniabos, and that their chief sup* 
port was alms, out of which they paid a tribute to the 
temple of Isi. 

Kwana is a large and fortified town, the capital of 
the province of Owari. Here they lodged in' a hand* 



some And oonmM^oiis ion. The town has ^o Ibrta^ 
and is surr&imded with wdiis and ditches. -» 

On the 17th, they emhailced in a Japanese vessd 
and '€r*8$e|d tiie l>Ay of Mta, which is reckoned sev^ 
leogoes hread. * No navigation could be more singaiaii 
than this. Wh»i they approved the harbour of Mia; 
the water became so shaMow Uiat they wexe obliged to 
geton boand several small boats, which, before they 
cotdd i^t up to th^ town, were pushed over the mud 
by persons who ^npped Ih^mstlves for that puipose ; 
so thai they mighTbe said to sail rather by land than 
by water. \ * 

Mia has neither walk nor forts, but is extremely po- 
pulous and commerciBl, notwithstanding the ahaUownesi 
of its harbour. The central street is <x£ vast length, and 
Unes a river as hx as the town of Nagaja, which may 
be o(msidered as its fostress. 

Passing throu^ vari^His towns and villages, and cross* 
ing a bridge at Mikawa, no less th^n one hundred an| 
fiftynaight fathoms long, and reckoned the most exten- 
sive in the empire, they came to Josida, where tfaejr 
spent the night. In this day's march, the country ap» 
peared more picturesque than it had done for some time 
before, being varied with mountains, plains, and vaUeys^x 
ev^ where well cultivated. In- this month the riee 
was transfrianted from the seed*beds, a task generally 
idlotted to the women, who^ on this occasion wade haa 
leg deep in water and mud. 

Our botanist found the fucufs saccharinua tiirowQ 
<m the shore m those parts. It was of considerabto 
length and breadth, and, wh^ dried and cleaned, ii 
used by the Js^lianese in a variety of ways ; wad is mdeed 
so much valued, that it forms a part of thek most 
lestive entertainments, aad is considered as enhancing 
their cnstamary jpiiesents. Here too they ^w the nsH 
fives extracting oil for thehr JamfM from the dryaadm 
cordata. 

IVavellers wear onl their shoes in this countrf very 
|h8t^ and ^$ ca^y replace them* They aie uiade ijf 



plaited rke straw, and are sold at 7very low mte jQ- 
every village, even the must inconsiderable. HeiKe- 
ihoe-makiiig fornix the employment of numerous hands. 
Even the horses are shod with straw instead oi^iron. 
They are tied above the hoof with strings of the saikie 
materials; and in slippery roads are extfetnoiy con* 
venient, thoagh they cannot be reckoned. v^k»^ durable. 

Numbers of almond, peach, and apricot trees, now 
m blossom, enchanted the eye, the smell, and made a 
glorious appearance with their snow-white petals at a 
considerable distance. Various other fruits likewise 
enriched the scene near towns and villages. 

Next day they arrived at Arraij, situated on the . 
borders of a large bay, which, to a]qpearanee, forms 
one of tlie best and safest harbours in the universe, 
and if fortified in the European manner, would be ab- 
solutely impregnable. Here the merchandbe and bag* 
gage of every traveller are searched by persons ap- 
pomted by the emperor, who are very strict in ex- 
amining that neither women nor arms are introduced, 
by which the tranquillity of the country might bo 
interrupted. 

On the 20th of Aprils after passing several towns, 
they reached the river Oygawa, one of tlie largest and 
most dangerous in the whole country. It is extremely 
rapid, and liable to be swollen with rains, which de- 
volve large stones into its bed from the mountams« 
Neither bridges nor boats can be used here, and tra- 
vellers are carried across the stream by persons ac- 
<]uainted witlr the depth, and who are answei^ble with 
their lives for any sinister accident that may happen. 
Ttiey are paid according to the height of the water^ 
and the danger they have to incur. 
^ Being conducted safe over, though their situation 
appeared very alarming, they halted at tlie village of 
Simada' for two days, to re&esh themselves* After they 
resumed their journey, tiiey met with nothiug remark,* 
able till the mountains of Feria appeared on the s;4th, 
'#ver which Uiey ivere to pass, and again 4|uit tji^ sear 



ihorp* Tfit country Iiere abouj»ded in pines and otker 
i^rts of wood. . At Joawmra^ they were pretty near to 
tilt mouotaiii of Fusi, ^hkh is $o high^ that its top is 
covjcred with perpetual saow that glistens &r above the 
clouds. Thei Japanese compute its ascent at ax ^gues : 
it n somewhat of a conical %ure« The natives, M-hen 
prompted by; curiosity to ascend this peak, generally 
allot three, days for the purpose. They believe it h 
the residence of the god of winds. 

The following day their route, which was very 
iatigtting and troublesome, lay over the Fakonie moun- 
tains. It took up the whole morning to reach tlieir 
top, and the remainder of the day to descend. In this 
passage, as an ample field for botanical researclie» pre- 
sented itself, M. Thunberg was very little hi his non- 
union. He was not allowed, indeed, to depart far from 
the road; but being accustomed to the [steep moun- 
tains in Africa, he frequently got to a considerable dis- 
tance before his panting and anxious followers could 
overtake htm. 

One of the largest and most beautiful trees that he ' 
saw here, was the, superb and incompa):able thuja 
dolabratta, the most beautiful of all the fir-leaved 
trees. Here, too, he found a shrub to which he gave 
tiie name of Lin(|era. The wood of this is so soft, 
that the Japanese make tooth-brushes of it. 

The northern and mountamous parts of Japan being 
Very cold, he also found here several genera of trees 
and shrubs ii^digenous to Europe, though, in general, 
they were of a new species. Thus he discovered two 
or three kinds of oaks, a few viburna, and some trees 
of the maple g«aiu5, with a. wild sort of Japanese 
pear. . , 

«That beautiful plant, the gardenia florida, seldom 
to be met with in otlier places,, in X\m track was used 
by the principal persons for making hedges round their 
dwellings. The seed vessois are sold in the shops^ 
and used for dying yellow. 

The village of Fakope lies on the borders of a lakf ' 
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envwneS by ifioimtaitis.- This piece of wtitcr, nAich' 
is ab^ilt a league longi «nd itme quarters of V league* 
in br^thy likewise produces salmon, smd was said to 
liave be^ produced by an eafliquake, a {rfienomenon 
not unusiM in Japan. 

Cedars, the cupressus Japonica, grow plenflAiUy in 
tbis district. Tl^ey arc extreweiy beatflifiil, tall,- 
straight, and useful for a variety of purposes ; as the 
wood is uncommonly durable^ in any situation to whi^h 
it can be applied. • 

Leaving Ais ronwaitic- spot, in their descent down 
the mountain, they saw many pretty artificial cascades 
and aqueduits from the lake, tnade by the inhabitants 
for the convenience of watering theur lands. Soon 
after they came to the second hnperial guard on this 
Toad, by which tfiey were narrowly searched, in pre- 
sence of the sitting hnperial commissioners. 

The atuation erf the country is such, that those who 

Iursue this route to Jedo', must pass over Mount Fa- 
onie, and come to this pass, which is guarded and 
ishut up with gates. It therefore answers the purpose 
of a frontier to the northern part of the country and 
the capital. Here travellers must exhibit their pass* 
ports, or submit to be detamed. 

On the 27th they were within ten leagues of Jedo, 
suid their route lay through a well-peopled, beautiful* 
country, whece Ibe villages almost touched eadi otiier. 
At last they arrived at.Sinagawa, which, with Takana- 
va, form two suburbs to the imperial residence of Jedo. 
AAer refreshing Aemsdves at the former, which coun 
mands a most enchanting view of this mighty dty, they 
pi^oceeded On their way; and began tp be attended by 
shoals of people, allnred by curiosity to feee men that 
came from sudi a remote quarter of tiie globe. 

Having passed over Niponbas, a bridge of great 
magnificence, from which aHthe roads in the king- 
dom are measured, they were carried with a slow aftd 
silent pace far a full hour along a large and broad 
itreet, before th€!y>rrifed at thfe destinraimu Theij 
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first entrance into this hotel did not promise nmf tbtug 
very great or ekgaat ; but being shewq up stairs, they 
found tiieir apartments tolerably neat, though not 
such^r^s might have been expected from an embassy 
•from so distant a part of the world. A large apart- 
ment formed tl^ir antirchaipber, 4ra\ringtrQon)» and 
dining-room* The. ambassador had an apartment to 
hunseif ; and the secretary and M. Thunherg another, 
partitioned off on occasion, from his excellency's. The 
view was towards, a narrow street which was generally 
crowded with people, anidous to have a sight of the 
strangers. 

Thus they finished their long journey wjth health 
and pleasure, and were now settled in Jedo, iii the 
remotest corner of the east. 

In their way they had an opportunity of seeing the 
;ityle in which the princes of the country make their 
annual journey to the imperial court Their retinue 
b splendid or mean in proportion 16 their rank ; but 
they all affect as much consequence as they can sup- 
port.on this solemn occasion. The train of some of 
the chief princes consisted of more than one thousand 
men. . Their coats of arms« and other insignia, were 
•always carried before their norimons, in which they 
travelled with great state, order, and magnificence. 
A beautiful led horse or two, generally preceded them; 
and some had one or more falcons trained to the sport, 
carried on their arm. Wherever they passed, a pro> 
found silence was observed ; and people on the road 
fell fMTOStrate on the ground to mark their respect. 

When these grandees' passed the embassy, in general 
the curtain of their norimon was down ; some of them» 
however, had the politeness to draw it up, and even to 
DOW to them. 

On the frontiers of every province, through which 
the Europeans had passed, tbey were received and 
complimented ; but though they frequently lodged in 
.the towns where the princes had fixed their residence, 
th^y neUber visited them, nor wer^ visited by them. 
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It is th« poH^y Kjf ihe cmirt to pneveDt^ ai iar » fea- 
sible, any ixiteixouse between tke Dvtdi and itfae luh 
tives. ' One evening, bowe^r, when the embassy iwd 
taken up his quarters ^r the night at an ion on the 
road, a prince came inco^to t» see liieai, a^ 
tended by only two of jj^is gentlemen, and ateid tiU a 
fate liour, eonrersing on a variety of te|if08« . He 
seemed an intelHgent and inquisitive person, and be- 
Itaved in a Tery friendly and engaging manner* 

In this journey to ledo, the embassy iiad passed 
through fourteen provinces, besfd^es oaastiag «ght 
more, during that part of the expediti<m M'faii^ tbey 
made by sea. 

Though they were not suffered to go abroad befon 
an audience, nor to be visited without a ^leeial per<> 
mission from the court, no sooner were they arrived at 
5edo, than numbers flocked to see them. The great, 
the learned, were among their first visitors, and aflei^ 
wards the merchants and artisans. 

Among their earliest friends vt«re five physicims and 
two ^tronomers, who, in a very ceranoaious manner^ 
came to congratulate fhem on th«r arrival. They 
were received by tiie wliole embassy ; but in a dsoit 
time finding M. Thunberg best travelled in the exten- 
sive fields of science, they attached thcmseiveB pdo* 
cipaliy to him, and engaged him in conversatioit. The 
astr'>n6mers were botli elderly and sedate men. Tbehr 
questions chiefly regarded eclipses, which kappeiwed 
they were incapable of calculating wkh mathematical 
exactitude ; but our author being less versed in this 
sublime science than he could have wished, and eon^ 
versing entirely through the medium of interpreters, it 
often happened that they did not deariy understand 
each other. 

With the ph^'sicians he was more In his eleiiiieDt» 
particularly as t^vo of them understood a little Dutefc, 
and the inteipreters were not quite ignorant of 'the 
healing art. The senior physician took<the iead in. 
discourse. After the first. Interview/ two 4if IImk 
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jom^v ' doctors visited M. Thunberg^ witkgut cere- 
mony, every day, and frequently dlaid till late at 
nighty eager to obtain kiio^vi^lg« in tfie sciences for 
which Ibey had a predilection. Ona of them wa^ 
the emperors body pby&iciau; he was young, good- 
naturedy active, and Uvely. The oilier was likewise 
iirst pl^skian to one of the higke3t ptinces of tliei 
coBotry. Tiie latter spoke Dutch toleiably well, and 
had some ki>awkdge of natural history in its vaiious 
beaiiebea, coUected chiefly from Dutch books and 
physicians. Both were inexpressibly insinuating andl' 
iaod of learning ; and finding that M. Thunberg pos- 
sessed more knowledge tlian the Dutch doctors who 
had foraieriy visited the metropolis, who indeed were 
httie belter than farriers, they conceived a very higU 
opinioii of him, which was increased by tlie report tliat 
had preceded hin^, of a learned Dutch doctor beings 
expected that year. 

With these persotis our traveller spent his time verjf 
^leeahly, giving and receiving knowledge ; and they 
frequeotiy brought him, either as presents or for his 
inspections, small collections of drug^, minerals, and 
pkml^ of which they gave the iudigenous names; 
while he communicated to them, m retuiD, the Latli^ 
and Dutch appellations. Tliey possessed a few anti- 
quated hooks on botany ^nd surgery, which they had 
purchased of the Dutch. M. Thunbeig increased 
their colieclion by selling them some rather more 
jBodeni. .,. 

The houses in Jedo, as in other towna of this em- 
pire!, are g«i^aUy two stories higli, the uppermost ot 
which is seldom oeeupied, and are covered yvith tiles. 
As iam aie very frequent and alarming, ^ the utmost; 
vigilance is used to lessen or prevent the danger. One 
watch is kept in Jedo, to announce the uour, and 
another expressly for the prevention of fir^. Ye^ 
with all their care, several fires bix^tke out while the 
eO^basfK QQUtiiujed here ; but U^ey were, extmguisjicd 
befofitftcgrhftd rismn ta any ludgiit- >Tliey. likewise 
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felt several shocks of an earthquake^ though they were 
not very severe* 

Being valued and honoured hy the literati, our tra-* 
teller found an opportunity of purchasing some beau- 
tiful botanical works, and other piiblic;ation8 of the 
country; He met also with one, bearing date 1597» 
which had this notification. In Collegia Japonico S<h- 
eietatis Jem. But the most curious book, that fell in* 
to his hands, was a publication on the subject of the 
Japanese fishes, with coloured figures of them; which, 
ht says, was the most elegant specimen of the arts ever 
exhibited in Japan ; and which deserves singular com- 
mendation even from Europeans, 

A kind of thick paper, of a brownish colonr, with 
ieveral single darkisli streaks on it, was sold as a great 
rarity. Several pieces more than a foot square were 
•ometimes neatly pasted together, and were said to be 
worn by the elderly people as night-gowns, while the- 
young were absolutely forbidden to use them. It is 
difhcult to detennine on what principle such a dress' 
was employed, as they are in no want offar more va- 
luable and durable articles of clothing. 

The Japanese eat thrice a day, and their general 
fere is miso-soup boiled with fish and onions. Can- 
dles, made here, are formed of an oil pressed from 
the se^s of rhus succedanea. This oil, when concrete, 
becomes of tlie consistence of tallow. The province olf 
Jetsigo more particularly produces this tree. Among 
the presents, which the prince of that country makes 
to tiie imperial court, are one hundred candles about a 
foot long, and as thick as a man's ann, with a wick in* 
pioportion. These gala candles are only used at two 
grand festivals in the year; on other occasions, lamps 
are lighted both at court and in the country. 

The 18th 6f May was fixed tor the day oi audience. 
Oil the morning of that day, thev dressed m their best 
apparel of costly silks, mteriaced wkli silver and gold« 
They wore a sword on this occasion, and a large Uack 
«ilk cloak The presents, to the enqparoi and tbt 

1 
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ethet grandees, had been preiriously foi^arded^ and 
were arranged in. the ball of audience. 

They were carried a considerable way in their nori<*, 
monS) before they arrived at the imperial palace, which 
is surrounded by fosses, stone-walls,, and draw-bridges, 
and of itself i^ said to be live leagues in circumference. 
In the exterior citadel, which was the largest of all, 
were several handsome streets of spacious houses, be- 
longing to the princes of the country, the privy coun- 
sellors, and other otiicers of state. 

The first gate they entered had a pretty strong 
guard, but the second gate was said to be guarded by 
no less than one thousand men daily. After passing 
this, they quitted their yeliicles, and waited some time 
before they were suffered to advance any fartlier. At 
last leave was given, and they passed through a Icmg 
line of warriors, quite up to tlie imperial residence. 

The emperor's private palace was situated on an 
eminence ; and, though it was only one story high, it 
was considierably more elevated than any other build** 
ing, and occupied a large space of ground. Being con- 
ducted into an antichamber, they again waited for at 
least an hour ; numbers of the grandees taking a view of 
them, and some, prompted by curiosity, entering into 
conversation with them. 

, At last the instant arrived when the ambassador was 
to have an audience. lie was received in the royal 
presence, while tlie rest remained where they were till 
bis retnm. Afcer the ambassador rejoined them, they 
were still detained a long time in the antichamber, re^ 
ceiving the visits of different courtiers, and answering^ 
a number of questions proposed to them. A deep 
silence prevailed when the princes came forward ; and 
it was said that among them was his imperial majesty 
in disguise, that he might have a nearer view of the 
strangers. 

The emperor at that time was named MiNAMOTO 
nojB Faru Koo, or Je Faru, without the usual ad- 
dkioDS. He had also other titles granted him by the 
Dairi. He was of a middle aizei hale constitatioHf 
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and tibove forty years of age. The lierecfitary'pt^c^i 
Darned Je Moto, was said to be about twelve ^ears old. 
- The visits being ended, they had permission to see 
several rooms in the palace, particularly that in which 
nudience was given. The ambassador was conducted 
along a passage to the hall of audience, ^hich opened 
Jby a sliding door, and consisted in a manner of three 
rooms, each a step higher than the other, and about 
•thh"ty paces long in the whole. 

The emperor^ as M. Thunberg was informed, stood, 
"daring the audience, in the most interior part of the 
'room, with tlie hereditary prince on his right hand, while 
the ambassador was at the other end of the apartment. 
To the right of this room extended tf saloon, six hun- 
dred feet long and three hundred broad, and covered 
"With one hundred mats, where the most dignified men 
of the empire, privy counsellors, and princes^ take their 
seats, according to their rank and dignity. 

Tlie ceremony of audience is very short* As sjoon 
«s the ambassador liters the room, he falls tm h'^ 
'knees, lays his hand on the mat, and bows his head to* 
wards it, the usual mode in which the Japanese make 
their obeisance. This being done, he rises, and is con» 
ducted back by the ssune way he went. 

The apartments which they visited were destitute of 
furniture. The iloors, however, were covered with 
large and very tine white straw mats, and the cornices 
and doors were handsomely lackered and gilt. 

They \Kcre aiierwards conducted to the palace of 
the hereditary prince, which was united to the imperil 
Upartments by a bndge; -and were complimented hi 
the* prince's name, and then shewn to their norimons. 

The day was already far advanced, and they began 
to want some refreshment, nevertheless they were 
obliged to pay visits to all the privy ^counsellors, con-* 
sisting of six ordinary, and six extraordmary, aH at their 
respective houses. Each visit lasted about half an 
hour, and here the^ were entertained with teOobacco» 
arid pastry. The latter they did not touch, but it was 
fwcned home by the prudent care of their interpreters* 
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On the subsequent day they paid their respects to 
the temple lords, as they are caUed, the two gpyemor^- 
of the iovm^ and the two commissarieB for strangers, i 

Oa the 23d they had their audience of leave of the 
emperor and the hereditalry prmce. This was ^iven in 
a very summary manner, and only before the lords of 
council appointed for that purpose. The following 
days were spent in giving and receiving presents, and 
in making preparations for their departure. At th^ 
audience of leave, a certain number ■ of nights-gown^, of 
the finest Japanese silk, intended for the EKitch £asf 
India Company, were delivered; but the presents dest 
lined for the embassy, ware sent to the inn. Of th^ 
gowns, the ambassador retained four for himself, and 
gave two arpiece to his secretary and physician. 

By the instructions our traveller's two favorite me* 
dicai pupils had received, they were now advanced ^o 
far in the knowledge of the European practice of phy« 
sic, as to be able to cure several patients by following 
its principles. About this time, M. Thunberg bimsejf 
was asked his advice rejecting some patient of great 
rank at the imperial court; but when he made en« 
quiries as to age and sex, they affected great secrecy^ 
and consequently it v^as not in his power to prescribe 
to his satisfaction. However, by means f>i the interr 
preters, and of his medical pupils, who had made most 
advances in physic, he at length ventured on a remedy; 
and his illustrious patient was soon restored to healthy 

So little are people of dbtinction in this country 

jieen by strangers, and the personages composing tlif 

4mperial family so little known, that there are very 

few people in the empire, who even know the emperor's 

name before Ins death, 

M. Thunberg had brought a quantity of corrosive 
sublimate with him, and was anxious to introduce it in 
the cure of one of the most loathsome and disgraceful 
complaints to which mankind is subject. At iirst he 
was fearful of trusting his pupils witli it ; but when he 
was satisfied that they ttnderstoo4 how to use it judici^ 
Ously, he gave them liberty to try his effipacious jeme« 
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dy, which aooii had sueh effects in s^htihic comptamts, 
that they were rather inclined to consider them as 
miracles than as the natural operation of medicines. 

Indeed, the medical knowledge of the Japanese is 
very limited. They have no idea of anatomy, or of 
the cu-culation of the blood ; and though they always 
^nd.much time in teeiing the pulse of both arms, 
they seldom practise venesection. Ou^ traveller, how- 
ever, besides entrusting them with the administration 
of some edicaciotts medicines, made his beloved pupils 
a present of lancets, and other chirurgical, instruments, 
which £e thought might be beneficial to them and to 
inankind. . 

Before his departure, they requested a certificate of 
the proficiency they had made under his instructions; 
and when they obtained it, they kerned to feel as 
much pride as a new-made doctor. Indeed our tra- 
veller obtained their love and friendship to such a de- 
gree, that they lamented his ap{Nx>aching departure 
with the^sincerest regret; and have since kept up a 
friendly intercourse with him by letters ; and presents 
mutually acceptable have passed on both sides, from 
pne extremity of the earth to the other. 
. As the city of Jedo was very large, so it was also 
proportionally populous, on account of the infinite 
number of strangers that fiock to it from all parts of 
the country. Towards the streets there are ^ways 
either work-shops, or ordinary sale-shops. These for 
the most part are screened from the view of passengers 
in the street by a cloth, so that the artisans cannot be 
seen ; but tlie sale-shops exhibit patterns of the com-i 
modities they deal in. 

The principal streets through which ^ey had an 
opportunity of passing; were very long and broad, and 
made a handsome appearance. As there aie neither 
thrones, jewels, nor other paraphamalia of state to dis- 
tinguish the princes from tlie people, ihey have adopt- 
ed the expedient of exhibiting themselves on festive 
^occasions and on joumies, according to their situation 
in life, and the dignity of their respective oflicea. ^But 
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BS tfca best pieserrative against familiarity, which air 
ways lessens thei%verence doe to rank) they keep then^ 
selt^e^ in a great measure concealed from vulgur eyeii. 

The departure of the embassy from Jedo was finally 
fixed for the 2,5th of May, as the 30th was a[ipointed 
by the reigning secular emperor, for his setting out o& 
a Journey to the temple of Niko, which stands in a 
very large plain, thirty-six leagues to the east ofjfcdo, 
and which was to be the scene of much festivit^ Tim 
journey had beeix in agitation for three years; and 
many priep&rations had been made for it, though it had 
been delayed from year to vear. Now, however, it 
seemed determined that it snould take place; for^ at 
their departure, they saw several large parties, which 
fonned the van of the emperor's procession. In the 
train of the innumerable multitude that was to acc<mi^ 
pany the Kubo, were to be^ as the interpreters inform^ 
^d them, several old men, beggars, executioners, and 
even eoihns, that nothing' might be w^tiug which oo? 
f^asion might require.' 

They set out in the morning of the 25th,. on their 
return from the capital to Nagasaki; and pursued 
nearly the same roufee^ as before, geaeraily halting at 
f he same inns to dine, sleep, or refresh themselves* 
Consequently, they saw few new objects ; but having 
ratlier more liberty given them than in their progress 
towards the capital, they made more particular obsere . 
vations on some places through which tliey passed. 

Having reached Miaco on the ISthof June, they 
were mtroduced to the grand marshal of. the Dairi's 
court, who interchanged presents with them. In the 
afternoon of that day, M. Thunberg bad a private visit 
from the ^ecle^tical emperor's body physician, who 
brought with him several herbs just gathei^d, the vur* 
tues of which he w^s desirou( to ascertain. They con«- 
vereed by an interpreter;' but when he found that our 
traveller was capable of writing down the name of a 
plant in Japanese characters, he was not a little surprised. 

They had now permission to visit some of the prin- 
dpal temples of this city, which, generally ttaud m 
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such situations as may command the most ddlightfal 
pro^>ects. Of all these religious structures, which are 
numerous here, that of Diabud is not only the largest, 
but the most remarkable. This temple stands on 
ninety*six pillars, and has several lofty, but narrow, 
entrances. The body, of this pile consists, as it were, 
of two stories, which run into each other, and con- 
sequently have a double roof; the uppermost of which is 
supported by painted pillars about two yards in diameter. 

The image of the idol Daibud, which stood in the 
middle of the temple^ was, on account of its enormous 
size, enough to strike any spectator with terror and 
awe. This image was iuja sitting posture, and raised 
about two yards from the ground, with its legs placed 
before it, in the Indian manner. The ears were pen- 
dulous, tiie hair was short and curling, the shoulders 
were naked, the body was covered with a wrapper, the 
right arm elevated, and the left laid edgeways against 
the belly. : So enormous was^ the magnitude of this 
symbolical representation of the greatness of the deity, 
that six men might sit oh the palm of its hand. This 
idolj as well as the sect that worships it, derive their 
origin from India, at some very remote period. < 
. Our traveller's astonishment, at ther contemplation 
of this enormous statue had not yet ceased, when he 
wsLS carried to another temple, nearly as majestic anci 
worthy of admiration. This was dedicated to Qvau^ 
won, and his image, together with his dii minores, to 
the number, as it was said, of thirty-three thousand 
thi^e hundred and thirty^three, are arranged in twelve 
tows within its walls. These are of different magni* 
tudes, and are placed according to their height, the 
smallest lieing in front, so that they may be all §een at 
one view. 

They spent two days at Osaka, and had more plea* 
sure and anmsemetit. at this place than during the 
whole of thefr journey besides; for h«:e they had se- 
veral times an opportunity of viewing the town in their 
norimons, and of attending plays, dances, and other 
festivitiiss. The subject of tlieir plays ^as generally 
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9ome love adveoture, or heroic deed. The dancing was 
chietly pefocmed by children, and consisted princ^Uy 
in gestipulatipn. 

But what M. Thunberg valued most, he had here an 
opportunity of viewing some curious and r^re plants, 
some of which he purchased, particularly two speci-t 
mens of the Cycas revohita, a kind of palm, as scarce 
as it is valuable, and difiicv^lt to be procured. Here, 
likewise^ he procured a quantity of Moxa, of two 
kinds, both of which are prepared from the woolly 
down of the Artemisia vulgaris, or common wonni* 
wood. In all the oriental regions, this is reckoned a 
specific, or universal medicine; but its best effepts are 
seen ui colds and rheumatisms. 

That part of their expedition which was to be per** 
formed by sea, on this occasion, was quick and pros^ 
perous ; and, on Midsummer*day, in the morning, they 
set out from Kokura on their way to Nagasaki. 
. In this journey they had frequent opportunities of 
witnessing one of the finest spectacles in nature in a 
summer's evening. At this season, myriads of the 
Lampyris Japonica fillexl the air, or skimmed along 
the ground. This is an insect that has t^vo bladders 
near its tail, which diffuse a bluish piiosphoric light ; 
and as it is a denizen of the sky, the whole horizon, hi 
fine weather, seemed to be illuminated by inuumerOus 
' glittering stafs. 

Before they entered Nagasaki, they were searched 
for prohibited goods ; and our traveller was obliged to 
use all liis ingenuity in saving tlie scarce coins and maps 
of the country, he had with so much difficulty pro* 
cured. However, he came off safe; and on the 30th 
of June, they arrived at the feotory, and were received 
with great joy by their friends, who began to grow ^ 
anxious about their delay. 

The empire of Japan consists of three large and many 
small islands. It extends from tlie 30th to the 41st deg; 
of north latitude, and from the 143d to the l6lst de- 
gree of east longitude, from the meridian of Teneriffe. 
. Though mpst.of the Eurpp^n .n4Uous call this 
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«oiiiitiy Japan, the inbabitants g^ve it the nani^ of 
NipoD. Tlie &ce of this empire .is much diversified 
with mountains, 4iills, and valleys; nor is there much 
charapaigti to be seen. The coasts are environed by 
tnouut^iBs* rocks, and 9^ boisterous sea. Tlie greatest 
part of its harbours are entirely unknown to the Eu* 
fopeans ; and such as they have any acquaintance w jtfa, 
are geq/eraily full of rocks, shoals, sand, or mud ; so 
that they are extremely dangerous ai^ unsafe. 

Several of the mountains are volcanoes ; many are 
clothed with wood, and others again are cultivated up 
to the very top. lu the valleys and plains the soil 
diiiers io different places ; but most commonly it con- 
sists of clay ol* sand, intermixed with a snoall portion 
ef mould. 

In general it may be asserted that the soil of Japan 
is naturally steril ; but in consequence of the infinite 
pains that are taken to improve it, andthe advantages 
of its clknate, it is rendered sufHciently ^rtiie, and pro- 
duces abundant crops. 

The summer Iieats are very intense, and would be 
insupportable, if the air were not cooled by the winds 
from the sea. In like manner^ the winter cold is ex- 
tremely severe, when'the wind blows from the north 
and north-east, piercing the body like arrows of ice. 

Rains are very frequent, and to them may be in 4 
great measure ascribed the fertility of tlr» soil. Thun^ 
te* is not unfrequent, and tempests, hurricanes, and 
earthquakes, are reckoned common visitations. 

The greatest degree of heat our traveller observed 
at Nagasaki, was uioety-eight degrees in the month of 
August, and the severest c^ld ^hty-five degrees in 
January in the morning ; but the season he spent here 
was univefsally allowed to be milder than usual. 

The Japanese are well made, active, easy in theif 
notioiis, and stout limbed, though of inferior strength 
to the northern inhabitants of Europe. The men are 
4»f a middling [size, and not much inclined to corpu* 
lency. Their skin is of a yellowish colonr, sometimes 
iM'dering on brown, andBometi^ies on white^ accords 
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iiig to tiieir exposure to the eiiects of the sun. Ladies 
ol* distinction, whp seldom go abroad without being co« 
vered i'iom the sun and air^ are perfectly white. 
. The distuiguishuig characteristic ot* the Japanese is 
their oblong, small, sunk eyes, in which respect they 
resemble the Chinese. Their eye-brows are aiso. placed 
pretty high, and the eyelids form, in the great angle, a 
deep furrow. Their heads are geueraiiy large ; their 
necks short; their hair black, thick, and glossy; and 
their noseis, though not fiat, are rather short and thick. 

These people may, in general, be reckoned intelli^ 
gent, brave, free,, obedient, courteous, industrious, fru- 
gal, and upright; but, .at the same time, those virtues 
are frequently tarnished by the opposite vices. 

In all their enterprises, they shew sense and steadi- 
ness, as far as the lights they .have received can be sup-» 
posed to be able to guide tliem ; and, instead of being 
ranked among sayage nations, they must be allowed to 
bave made vei^ great advances in civilizati<^n. Their: 
mode of government, their regulatioas for foreign com-s 
merce, their manufactures^ and industry, evince proofa 
of policy, steadiness, and spirit Far from indulging 
in the idle vanity of personal decorations, which, among 
some oriental nations, are most ridiculously tawdry, 
they study merely comfort and convenience, and leave 
glittering tihery to the slaves of fashion or extravagance^ 

Liberty is the ruling passion of the Japanese; but 
it is liberty founded on order and secured by law ; not 
the wild fire of anarchy and licentiousness. They are 
9ubmiasive to the laws, not to ^y arbitrary power ; and 
they detest the inhuman traihc in slaves, which tlm 
Dutch and other nations cari^ on. 

The rights and uniuunities of the higher and lowei: 
classes are. equally protected {. and the uncommon sen 
verity of the laws, joined to the certain execution of 
them» serves to keep. every one within proper boundsf 
Even foreigners are secured -in. ail their established 
rights; ^^ are there any fraudulent attempts, or opea 
attacks, made on tliem, while they reiVain from euiL 
croachmeuts on the natives. 
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Some of the institutions of this empire are uopanil. 
leled in the whole world. It is death for t^ native to 
leave the empire ; nor are any strangers suffered to 
come among tiiem, save a few Dutch and Cliinese, who 
are watched like state prisoners. 

With respect to courtesy and (submission to their 
superiors^ few can be compared to the Japanese. Sab- 
ordination to government, and obedience to tfaeir pa« 
rents, are inculcated into children in tb^ early in^n- 
cy ; and in every situation of life they are, in this re« 
spect, instructed by the example, rather than the se* 
verity, of their elders. Different modes of sahitatioo 
are established l}etween different ranks, and these are 
strictly and invariably atteii^ded to. 

They carry their curiosity and .inquisitiveness to a 
great length, which may be ascribed, to tfaeir desure to 
obtain information. They frequently, tire the Butch 
:with their questions, which, however, always display 
skrewdness and a love of knowledge. The physician, 
who attends the factory, is principally regarded by the 
Japanese as learned ; and they consult hiiu as an ora-^ 
cie^ not (Hily on subjects connected with his profession, 
but on every branch of science, which they pr^ume 
he must be acquainted with. 

Their fabrics in copper and other metals are beau« 
/ tiftti, and in wood both neat and lasting. In particu* 
lar, their well-tempered sabres and their beautiful 
lackered ware, exceed^every tlung of the kind that can 
be produced elsewhere. Their skill in agriculture^ and 
the extent to which they cany it, are likewise so great 
as to be ahnost incredible. 

Frugality seems to have Axed its residence in Japan* 
This is a virtue equally estee^ned in the imperial palace 
as in the poorest cottage. It is in consequence of this 
that the lowest ranks are contented with their humble 
JHttance, because they are not mortified with the sight 
of the accumulated stores of the rich dissipated iawaor- 
tonness and luxury, In this populous empire^^carc e ly 
a beggar or a needs' pi^rsoo is to be foundl 

Yet^ in [general^ they are neither pajFsimonious aor 



liVatkioa^; and they have a rooted aversion to intern*- 
penmce ih eating and drinking. As the soil is ^Mj 
devoted to the production of necessaries, so those ne- 
cessaries are not wasted by converting them to noxious 
or idle purposes. 

That they are friendly and good nattired, when pro* 
perly treated, our traveller had convincing proofs; even 
though they have too much reason to detest the £u* 
ropeans, who traihc with them, for bad conduct and 
fraudulent dealings. They are lofty, it is true, and 
cannot be moved by menaces; but they may be soothe 
ed to tenderness by mild conduct, and brought to listen 
to- reason. 

Justice is universally worshipped, not in shew but 
in reality. The monarch never injures any of his 
neighbours; and no i)istance is to be found in which 
he ever shewed his ambition to extend his dommionB 
by conquest. Numberless proofs are recorded of 
the heroism of the people against foreign invasion, or 
intemal disorder ; but not one can be produced of tiieir 
encroachments upon the lands or propesties of others. 
• The Japanese have never given way to (he weak- 
ness of conquering other kingdoms, or of suffering any 
part, of their own to be wrested from them. They 
pertinaciously adhere tp their own custohis and usages^ 
and never adopt those of other nations. 

In their tribunals, causes are adjudged without delay 
and without partiality. The guilty find no asylum; 
the innocent need no advocate. Even in their engage* 
ments with Europeans, not an iota of a treaty once con^ 
eluded is ever altered, unless by the fault of the latter. 
^ Thefts smd robberies are seldom heard of; and in 
their annual journey to the court, the Europ^ms are 
80 secure, that they have little occasion to pay any 
stttention to their baggage. Yet it must be con&sseo^ 
liiat in the factory the common people think it no-siit 
to pilfer H few trifles from the Dutch; but this practice 
they have probably learned from themselves. 

Superstition is one great defect in their character ^ 
but this is pwin§ to their igoorauce, not only of ^cknce^^ 
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but of tfue religion. It is the business x)f the pmsts^ 
ill every country, to render men weak, that they laay 
rule them with more facility. 

Pride is another great vice in' this nation. They be- 
lieve they are descended from the gods ; and conse^ 
quentiy hold Europeans in a very indifferent light com- 
pared to themselves. Touch their pride, and they ar^ 
irreconcileable; It was pride that prompted them to 
expel the Portuguese; and this may tempt them to 
shut their ports against the rest of the world, should 
those who have an intercourse with them oftend against 
their darling passion. 

Of their valour and unconquerable spirit there arc 
many proofs, and such as might be "regarded as ro« 
m antic, were they not verified by historical evidence. 

In the year 799, the Tartars overrun a great part of 
Japan with an innumerable army; but their fleet hav* 
tag been tost iii one night, in a violent storm, the Ja- 
panese commander, on the following dUy, attacked the 
invaders with such resolution, that not a man was kit 
alive to return with the tidings of such an unparalleled 
defeat. In like manner, when they were again attack- 
ffd by the Tartars, in 1281, with an army of two hun- 
dred and forty thousand men ; the victory was equally 
great and glorious. The exjiulsion of the Portuguese, 
and the extirpation, at the same time, of the ChristiaD 
feIigion> were so complete, that scarcely a trace of 
them now remains. The war and devastation con- 
tinued for the space of forty years : several millions of 
victims fell ; and the last siege cat off no fewer thaa 
thirty-seven thousand men. - 

These- victories, however, . arc not the only proofs 
of the courage and intrepidity of the Japanese. The 
sabsequent anecdote sets them in a still higher light. 
A Japanese vessel arrived at the island of FoYinosa^ 
then in the hands of the Dutch, in 163O. Peter NuytZp 
fte governor, ill-treated the Japanese merchants; and 
upon their return home, they t»>mplaiDed of thie in-* 
Halts tiiey had received. 
. Tbft pdnce took fire that bis sul^^cts should bt 



lAmsed by a people he demised. His guards. irame-* 
diateiy aftered to retrieve the honour of their country^ 
«• Nothing," said they, *' but the blood of the offender 
can efiace tliis stain. Your majesty has only to com-^ 
mand, and we will cut off his head, oi bring him alive 
to receive the punishment due to his deserts. Seven 
of us will be sufficient for the enterprise; and neither 
the danger pf the voyage, nor the strength of hiseas^ 
tie, ^all screen him from our vengeance/' 

Accordingly, having received the prince's permis^ 
fioh, and concerted theirvmeasures, they proceeded ta 
•Formosa. Being introduced to the governor to have 
an audience, they all drew their sabres, and carried hira 
onboard the vessel that had brought tiiem. Thb bold 
exploit was performed m broad d,ay-light, in the sight 
of his guards and domestics, and without any one 
daring to rescue their master from his intrepid con*- 
ductors ; who, with their swords drawn, threatened to 
cleave his head in two^ the moment th^ least oppositioa 
should be made. 

When injured, the Japanese, mdeed, are quite im- 
placable. As they are haughty and intrepid, so they 
are resentful and unforgiving. They do not, ho^ever^- 
shew their hatred by violence or warmth of temper ; 
but, with Ml inconceivable sang froid, wait with pati- 
ence for an opportunity of revenge. 

Abuse them, despise them, or touch their honour, as 
much a$ you please, they will never aivswer a single 
word, but merely with a long Eh I Eh! testify, as it 
were^ their surprise, and brood in silence over their 
rev^ge, which no justification, no length of time,, nor 
change of circumstances, can afterwards efface, till they 
have executed their malice. 

The Japanese language is written, like the Chinese, 
in straight lines, upwards and downwards; but th^ 
letters are quite different ; and the tongue on the whole 
so dissimilar, that thpse two neighbouring .natioQ« 
cannot understand each other without an interpreter. 
The Chinese language, however, is much read an4 
written at * Japan« and is used by t .le karned in 

Vol.. XI. • 2G 
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particular. Our traveller with great difficulty, ftnd 
indeed, danger, as it is prohibited to learn Japanese, 
made some progress id thecurreitt tongue of this eoun- 
try, and even formed a vocabulary of dome of its most 
osttul colloquial terms. 

The di^ss of Japan is perfectly national and UDifimn. 
Froih tbe monarch to the lowest su)>jcct, it has under- 
gone no variation from caprice, fashion, or any other 
cause, for the space of two thofisand five hundred years. 
It consists universally of long and wide night-goi^nns, of 
different lengths, according to sex or situation, and of dif- 
ferent degrees of fineness, according to the circumstances 
of the wearer. The men seldom wear more than two or 
three of them at once ; but the women have often thirty 
6r forty of them, all so thm, as not to weigh more,^ coi- 
tectively, -than four or five pounds. 

Tliese gowns are fastened round the body by a belt, 
which, for the men, is about four inches broad, and fot 
the women twdve inches, tied in a knot or rose. In thb 
the males fasten their sabre, fan, tobacco-pipe and pouch, 
and sometimes their medicine box. 
' Men of high rank, besides these long night-gowns, have 
a sliort half gown worn over the other, and made of a thin 
gauzy stuff. This is tied with strings at top and at bot- 
tom, and is sometimes greefi, but more frequently black'. 
The breeches are manufactured of a species of hemp, and 
are sewed between the iegsy but left open on the sides to 
two-thirds of their length. They descend to the ankfi^s ; 
^d at the back part of them is a thin triangular piece 
df board, coveted with- the same stuff which sticks up 
just above the baud. These breeches are striped with 
brown, or green, or more commonly are uniformly-black. 
Drawers are seldom used but on journeys, and by sol- 
diers, who wear short tucked-up gowns, Aat they may 
fun withi the greater speed. 

The complihientary dress is worn above Ac common 
gowii. It consists of two pieces made of one and the 
same kind of stuff. The undermost piece is the above 
described breeches^ made of a -blue stuff, painted with 
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white flowers. The upj)€rmost piece is a frock, like the 
half night-gown, thrown back over the shpniders. 

Stockings are not wanted, because the n^ht-gowns 
descend to the ankles; however, spatterdashes are some-^ 
times used made ef cotton stuff. Tim shoes are the mean- 
est part of the Japanese attire, and they are generally 
made of rice straw; but people of distinction have £ine 
slips of ratan. The Japanese nevei enter tlieir houses wilh 
their shoes on, but always leav^e them at the door. 
^ The mode in which tins people dress the hair is pecu^ 
liar to them/ and at the same, time as general as the use 
©f the night-gown. The m&i shave the whole of their 
head, down to the nape of the neck^ leavutg,-^ however, 
$ome on the temples, which being greased and turned 
l>ack, is tied with that remaking behmd at the top of the 
iTead, with several rounds of white string made of paper* 

This cocffture is strickly attended to, and the head 
sAaved daily. Priests, physicians, and youths before th« 
age of maturity, are the only persons who are e^tempted 
£rom this custom. The two former shave theur heads 
all over; and boys suffer tlieir hair to grow, till such timo 
as their beards begin to appear* 
' Of the fair sex, none have thek hair cut off, except 
such ashave parted with their husbands. They besmeai 
their hair with oil and mucilaginouff substances, and put 
it close up to the head» on all uAcs, in a neat and simply 
manner, or else spread it out on the sides hke wings. 
After this the ends ave fastened together round a knob 
at the crown of the head. Single women and maid-ser<« 
Tants are frequently distic^uished from tlie married by 
these wings. Just before the knob, a broad comb o£ 
lackered wood, or tortoise^bell, is stuck. They also 
sometimes wear other ornaments of tortoise-shell or fio^^ * 
^rs ; but they neither use rings n(Mr jewels of at^ kind.^ 
. The Japanese never cover their heads ivith iiat» or 
caps, sexcept on journeys, when they wear a conical hat 
made of a species of grass, and tied on with a string. 
. Some few women, also,- when travelling, wore a kind 
of cap interlaced with gold ; bat a parasol was their 
n^ual profccctioa from tl^ rain or the rays of the sun. 
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Instead of a liandkerchiefy tliey employ their soft 
writing paper, which they constantly carry about with 
them, -and apply to various purposes which th^ Euro- 
peans never think of. 

• The houses in general are constructed of wood and 
plaster, and white-washed on the outside, so as to re- 
semble stone. They have no partition-walls, but only 
fUding frames, which are made of lackered wood, and 
covered with thick painted paper. The roofs are cover- 
■ed with thick heavy tiles, aiMi occasionally with the baiic 
of trees or chips of wood. 

The floors are always spread with mats made of t 
fine speci«s of juncus, interwoven with rice straw. The 
insides of the houses, both ceiling and waUs, ttre paper- 
ed with various colours, and sometimes highly embel* 
lisiied with silver and gold. 

The room which serves as the kitdien, has no other 
fire-place than a square hole, which is frequently in the 
middle of the room, .and hued witli a few stones. The 
raioke ascends through an aperture in the foof ; for here 
-ehimneys are unknown. 

The windows are formed of a semi-transparent pa« 
per, which has no very handsome'eftect; smd iu fact 
renders the hoqses rather gloomy and dull. Nor is the 
general style of architecture, in this country, either ele« 
gant or convenient, according to our ideas. 
. The furniture is as simple as the style of building. 

Here are neither sofas, beds, tables, chairs, watches^ 
nor mirrors. To the greatest part of those conveniences^ 
the Japanese are perfect strangers. Thfir soft fioor^ 
mats serve them at once ibr chairs and beds. A small 
table, about.twelve inches square, and four in lieight^ 
i& set down before each person iq company, at every 
meal. A soft mattress, stuffed with cotton, is frequently 
Sipread upon the mats, when tliehour of rest approaches* 

Fans are universally used by both sexes; and on these 
they often have their route marked, when they go on a 
journey. Though they liave not mirrors to clecorate 
the walls of their apartments, at the toilette ^ey use 
fhXfs of copper and zinc,, highly polished, whiqh 
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wwer the same purpose; and in these tlie Mr sex can 
view their lovely persons almost as advantageously aij hi 
our more brittle articl<& of glass. 

Kuno, or the secular emperor, is lord of the whole 
country, and under him rules a prmce" or governor in 
each province. The princes that are first In dignity are 
called Daimio; those of to inferior rank Sibmio. If 
any of them is guilty of misdemeanours, he is amenable 
to the emperor, who can dismiss him, banish him to 
some island, or even inflict capital punishment upon 
liim. It is also incumbent on all those princes to per^ 
form a journey annually to the hnperial court, to reside 
there six months, and to keep their family constantly 
there, as hostages for their allegiance. 

But besides this monarch, there is a spritual or eccle- 
siastical emperor, whose power at present is wholly 
cbnfined to the concerns of religion, and- the estabhsh- 
ment of the church; nevertheless, this spiritual regent or 
pope derives his tie^^nt in a direct and uninterrupted 
line from the ancient rulers of the country, fbr more 
than the period of two thousand years. 

The veneration which is paid to the Dairi falls little 
fthort of the diving honours due to the 'gods themselves* 
He seldom touches the earth. Me is brought in the worid, 
lives, and dies, within the precincts of his court. His hair^ 
nails, and beard, are esteemed so sacred, that they are 
never suffered to be cleaned or cut by day-light, but on- 
ly in tbe night, and when he is asleep. His holmess 
never eats out of the same plate, nor drinks out of the 
same cup; and they are constantly broken to pieces^ 
'that they may not fall into unhallowed hands. 

Within the precincts of his court scarcely any know 
his name till after his ^decease. His whole court, with 
very few exceptions, are of his own race; all df whom, 
who are not promoted at ^e secular court, h^vc rich 
benefices and convents given them. 

Yet the Dairies power is much retrenched ; and he 
DOW derives his princi|^ revenues from the city and 
district of Miaco, from a stipulated allowance from the 
Kubo's tieasui-y,* and from titles which he haa tlie ex- 

2 G3 
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qlusiverigfat of co-ierring. £veu tlte secular emperot 
Receives titles of distmction from his band.* 

Tiie Kuboy or seiculai: emperor, is obliged to consult 
« council of six persons, who are mostly men in year^ 
and possessed of sound judgment. Besides the con^*-. 
derabie presents he receives from the governors of pro- 
vinces, he has certain crown lauds and imperial cities^ 
which are more particularly liis property ; and tlieir nat- 
tive produce or manufacture is taxed to his revenue^ 
In the same manner each of the princes derives a tribute 
from his respective province, with which he maintaios 
his household troops, defrays the expenses of keeping 
^e roads in repair, and supports his family in the ne* 
cessary style of dignity. 

The aggregate revenue of Japan amoimts to at least 
44,400^000,000 sacks rice, each sack weighing upwards 
of twenty pounds; a prodigious income, even at the 
lowest price at which rice can be estimated. 

The military weapons of Japan consist of bows» 
arrows, cymetars, halberts, and guns. Tlieir bows are 
very large, and their arrows long. Firelocks are not in 
common use in the army ; they are chiefly possessed by 
persons of consequence, and are always displayed in 
their apartments i^i an elevated stand. They have a few 
caunons at Nagasaki, and at the imperial palace at Jedo. 
These seem to hav^ be^ formerly taken from the Por^* 
tuguese, and are only used in saluting; or perhaps are 
neglected for seven years together. 

The CY^netar is the chief and choicest weapon, and 
this is constantly worn by every person above the rank 
of a peasant. This weapon is about a yard in length, 
somewhat inclining to a curve, and has a broad back. 
The blade is of incomparable good temper^ and the 
oldest are, always most- valued. They are far preferable 
to the Toledos, and will cut a iai^e nail without turning 

* As the erpcnaes of many of the European governments render 
it difficitlt cocortrive new schemes of finmce, might not the avowed 
sale of I ties for the life of the receiver be a v.il.iable branch of rcve 
Bue? We are at Icaft as vain m the Japanete. 
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llie edge. According to the Japanese accounts, they 
will cleave a ui^ asunder from head to foot. 

A good cymetar i$. frequently sold for one hundred 
m-doilars» and it is considered by the natives as the 
Biostprecioas part of their property. The hjit is fur- 
juished with a roupd and substantial guard, without 
Any bow, and is full six inches long. The scabbard 
is thick and rather flat ; and .sometimes covered with 
the finest shagreen lackered. They never use an ap- 
propriate belt ; but always stick the cymetar into their 
girdle on the left side, with the edge upward^^ which 
looks ridiculous enough. 

Paganism is universally prevalent in Japan ; but the 
diflferent religious sects are numerous, and maintain 
very opposite tenets; notwithstanding this, they live 
together m great harmcmy and concord, nor consider 
difference of opinion as a cause of dissention. The 
ecclesiastical emperor appoints the principal priests; 
and every sect has its respective temples and idols. 

The number of these fictitious deities is so great, 
that aUiiost ever^ trade has its tutelary divinity, after 
tiie manner of the ancient Greeks and Romans. The 
JapanesCi^ however, are not wholly ignorant of the ex- 
istence of an eternal, omnipotent Spirit, supreme in 
power and might; but their knowledge, in this respect, 
is blended with fable, and obscured by mystery. 

Their temples, of which they have a great variety, 
are generally built in the suburbs of towns, on the 
highest and most eligible spots. The priests in each 
|u:e very numerous, though they perform scarcely any 
other functions than to keep the temple ciean, to light 
the fires and lamps, and to present tlie blameless ofierp 
ings of 4owe» to their idols. No sermons are preach* 
ed, no hymns are sung ; but such as please to pay their 
devotions, are at all times welcome to approach, an4 
to leave their ofierings. 

Even strangers are not forbidden to enter the sanqr 
tuaries of their religion ; and when there is a difliculty 
in procuring other lodgings, they may be aeeommoda^d 
in them. . . 
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. The two predominant religions in Japan, are tht 
Sinto and Budsdo. The former is the most ancient; 
though its adherents are not so numerous as tlio^ o£ 
the latter. The doctrine of the Sinto was originailj 
^simple and noble, before it was adulteraled by many 
foreign and superfluous ceremonies* Its adherents ac- 
knowledge and believe in a Supreme Being, who in- 
habits the highest heavens; but tliey likewise admit 
inferior or 'subaltern divinities. Their adoratioD, there- 
fore, has for its object, the inferior ministers of int 
power, which, according to their creed, exercise do- 
minion over the earth, the water; and the sky ; and have 
the destinies of men in their hands. 
' They have also some confused notions of the im- 
tnortality of the soul, and of a future state of rewards 
and punishments. According to their tradition, the 
souls of the virtuous have a place assigned tliera im- 
mediately under heaven, while tho e of the wicked are 
doomed to wander to and fro under the cope and 
canopy of heaven, in order to expiate their sins. Con- 
sequently the transmigration of souls has^ no place in 
their faith. 

The whole tenor of their doctrine has no other ob- 
ject than to render mankind virtuous in this life: their 
chief and universal care is, to preserve a good con- 
science, and to pay due obedience to the laws of thirir 
sovereign. They abstain from animal food, are loth 
to shed blood, and will not touch any dead body. 
Whoever- ofi'ends in these points, is considered as un- 
clean for a certain period, according to theLevitical law. 

The only devils they acknowledge, are those which 
reside as souls in foxes; tiiese ainnials being considered 
tis very noxious and dangerous in this country. 

Though the professors of this religion are persuaded 
that their gods know all things, and that therefore it is 
unnecessary to pray to them, they have, nevertheless, 
both churches and stated holidays. Their gods, or 
idols, they denominate Sin, or Kami ; and the r cliu relies 
are called Mia. In these edifices there is no visi!;le re- 
presentation of the Almighty, thougii they sometunes 
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kesp a little image in a box, the emblem of the in^rior 
divinity to M'boni the temple is dedicated. 

Bucko's doctrine was imported hither from the 
trestera eoast of the East Indies; and without doubt 
lie was a prophet among the Bramins, who is reported 
to have been born in Ceyloii, about one thousand year* 
before the birth of Christ, and was the founder of tliat 
sect, which has^ diffused itself over every part of the east. 
This doctrine, however, did not gain repute in China 
till long after its introduction. By degrees it reached 
Corea, and then passed over into Japan, where it was 
generally received; and, being blended <vith that of 
&e ancient Sinto, gave birth to tiie most monstrous and 
absurd superstitions. 

- Its principal tenets consist in the subsequent maxims : 
&at tlie souls of men and beasts ar<^ alike immortal; 
that a just retribution of rewards and punishments im- 
Mediately takes place after death ; that there are dif- 
ferent degrees of felicity as well as of misery ; that the 
souls of tlie wicked transmigrate, after death, into the 
bodies of annuals ; and at last, in case of amendment^ 
again reanimate the human form. To the Suprenie* 
God they give the appellation of Amida, and satan i^ 
called Jemma» 

The usual holidays in Japan are the "first day of 
every month, when they rise early in the morning, dress 
themselves in their best attire, and pay their respect* 
to their friends and superiors, wishing them joy of the 
Bcw mouth. This, custom has been universally ob- 
served from the earliest ages. The full of the moon, 
W the 15th day, is another holiday, onwhich people 
le^rt to the temples in greater numbers than on the 
first. The third festival is of less consequence, and falls 
#D the ^8th, or the day before the new moon. 

Besides these monthly festivals, they celebrate five 
more, and the first and principal of these is New Year's 
Day. The country at this time is given up to pastime 
and festivity ; and indeed the whole of the first month 
is set apart for pleasures throughout the empire. 
Tt« i^cmd annual festival falls on the 3d day of 
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the 3(1 month ; tb^ 3d, on the 5th day of the Stk 
month ; tiic 4th, on the 7th day of the 7th month; and 
the 5tb» on the 9th day of the 9th month. All these* 
making uneven numbers are reckoned unltfcky day% 
and no business is undertaken on them, but they spend 
them in mirth and mutual congratulations. It B a 
maxim among tliem ; that the gods take delight in «ee* 
ing mankind joyful and happy; and in this respect 
they honour their benignity and other lovely attributes. 

To some of the most celebrated temples^ pilgrjjaiaget 
are annually performed, particularly to the temple «f 
Isie, which is consecrated to Tensio Dai Sin, the most 
s^ncicnt of their gods. This temple is very ol4, and 
has no other ornaments than a mirror, and slit^s of nrliite 
paper, hung about the walisy denoting that nothing im« 
pure can be acceptable to God; and that from his all- 
seeing eye nothing can be hid. 

The emperor, who cannot personallv visit this tern* 
pie, annually sends an ambassador in his stead; and aA. 
his subjects, of every rank and condition^ are bound to 
undertake a pilgrimage hither at least once in tlieir 
lives; tliough nliniy, from a principle of devotion^ ^ 
Qjfien. Some, of those pilgrims practke ^reat austerities 

Nunneries have been established in this country v^ 
M^,ards..of one thousand years ago, though, with respect 
to nun^ber, they fall inhiiiiely short of those in Europe. 
, The Christian religion was first planted in Japan bf 
the Jesuit missionaries in 1549, and in a short time 
iimde a rapid progress. But tlie Portuguese, infiatied 
y/lth their success, and relying on the number of their 
proselytes, began to behave with pride and avarice^ 
which occasioned diii'erent persecutions ; and in 2596^ 
bavuig suf^erciliously treated a prince .o£. the empin^ 
their doom was sealed ; and they were not -only ex- 
tirpated themselves, but all their converts were put to 
the sword, after an -imcea^^ing persecution of forty yean. 

The Japanese being persuaded that the unwarrant- 
able conduct of the Christians, was the inseparabk 
consequence, of then: doctrines, took, for tliat time, the 
most .^Ificacious. .Dieiins to prevent the tf ue faith fiom 
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€ver being re-established in their dominions, and the 
Portuguese were forbid from ever approaching their 
coasts* It seems, the Portuguese, indeed, riclily roe- 
lited their fete; for it afterwards appeared, tliat they 
b&d entered into a conspiracy against the emperor and 
govermuenl. This being discovered by the Dutch, 
then at war with them, and communicated to the im^ 
perial court, gained tliat nation the establishment they 
bai'e since enjoyed. 

p Philosophers and moralists are regarded in this 
couA^ry in the same light as priests and $acred persons; 
aud their tenets are embraced with equal ardor with 
those of the spiritual sects. The morality of Confticius 
is high in estimation. This, it is well known, origina- 
ted in China, and seems to resemble the ancient doo 
trines of Epicurus. 

The Japanese not only make use of such articles for 
food, as are in themselves wholsome and nutritive, but 
take in almost the whole animal and vegetable king- 
dom; not excepting the most poisonous, which by 
their mode of dressing and preparing, may be rendered 
harmless, and even useful. The meat that is served up 
10 every dish is cut into small pieces, well boiled and 
stewed, and mixed with agreeable sauces. 

Ladies do not eat with the men, but by themselves. 
Rice supplies tlie place of bread, and is boiled with 
every kind of provisions. M iso-soup, boiled with fish 
and onions, is the customary food of the common peo- 
ple. Misos are small beans, like lentils, the produce 
of the dolichos soja. Fish and fowls are very pjentifu), 
and are eaten in abundance. Even the fiesh of the 
^hale is a common dish among the poorer people. 

Tea and sakki constitute the whole beverage of the 
Japanese. Wines and disti|led liquors they can scarce^ 
ly be prevailed on to taste. Hitherto they have never 
suffered themselves to be corrupted by European modes 
of living, but still retain their original temperance and 
ftugality. 

Sakki is a kind of fermented liquor, prepared firom 
Xic«« It b tolerably bright, and not a Utde rcsembkt 
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vf'me, though its taste is somewhat sifigular, and- not 
very palatable. When fresh, it is whitish, but afterwards, 
it acquires a browtj colour from iying io wooden casks. 

This drink is vended in every tavern, and is used to 
promote hilarity as well as at ineals. It is always 
drank warm by the Japanese, and when taken in any 
quantity, soon heats and inebriates them; but its effects 
vanish in a few minutes, and are generally succeeded 
by a disagreeable head-ach. 

. Sakki is transported to Batavia as an article of com- 
merce; but tiiere it is drank cold, before meals^ to 
provoke an appetite. 

Tea is in such universal use, that no person of any 
rank undertakes a journey, without a servant to carry 
his tea-equipage. The tea-shrub is indigenous here, 
and is met with most frequently on the borders and 
margins of cultivated lands, or on such mountains and 
downs as are incapable of being cultivated to better 
advantage. 

This plant grows from the seed to the lieight of a 
man in six or seven years ; but in the third year begins 
to yield some leaves. There are annually three har- 
vests of tliis plant. The first is, when the leaves just 
begin to push forth, and possess a viscous quality. 
This forms the imperial tea, and is only accessible to 
people of high rank. The second harvest commences 
about a. month after the first, when the leaves are full 
spread, but still leiider and well-flavoured. The third 
and principal harvest is of the thick and strong leaves, 
which have arrived at full maturity. 
. Though gravity forms the general character of tbu 
nation, -they have, nevertlieless, their pleasures, their 
«ports, and festivities. Some of tliese are connected 
.with their religk)n, others^ may in many respects b^ 
•compared to European play§ or interludes, 
f Of those which have a relation to their religious 
j[>elief, tlje lanthQVn-festival,.or feast of lamps, is one of 
tlie most remarkable. It is celebrated towards tli^ 
.end of August) and lasts for three days. The Japanese 
f^Uit Bmigx .^4 it W51S originally mstituted io JHemorj 
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and honour of the dead» who, they believe, return annual- 
ly to their kindred aud friends, on the first afternoon of 
these games, where they remain till the second night, on 
which they are again sent away. 
, To welcome them on their arrival, they hang a num^ 
ber of lamps round the tombs on bamboo stakes; and 
when the souls of the defunct are to take their leave, 
they fabricate a small vessel of straw, filled with lights 
and lanthorns, which they carry at midnight in process 
sion, with music and loud cries, and launch it •n the 
waves, where it is left to be consumed or swallowed up* 

Our traveller had an opportunity of seeing plays 
acted several times, both in Nagasaki and afterwards 
on his journey to tlie imperial court at Osaka. The 
actors are always dressed in a very grotesque manner^ 
so tliat a stranger would be apt to imagine, they ex* 
hibited themselves to frighten, not to entertain, Uie 
audience. Tb^ir gestures are equally uncouth and exr 
trdvagant ; and tlie plots are of a piece with the acting, 
-In short the dramatic performances of Japan can, in 
no respect, be put in competition with those of £urope« 
But they have the same effect, and answer the same 
purpose every where — to amuse tlie idle and frivolous^ 
aud to fill the pockets of the players. 

When the Japanese wish to shew the Dutch ex« 
traordinary respect, they entertain them with a band 
of female dancers. These are generally yoiing dam- 
sels, who twist and twine their bodies in a variety of 
forms, so as to represent an amorous or heroic dced« 
Their steps are regulated by music, and they are all 
provided with a vast number of night-gowns, which 
they strip off one after the other, till a dozen or mor4» 
are hanging from then* gridle. 

Marriages ar^ solemnized here with little pomp, and 
generally on an eminence without the towns, in the 
presence of the relations and priests. The bridegroom' 
and bride advance together to an altar erected for that 
purpose, each holding a torch, while the priest is em-^ 
ployed in reading a certain form of prayer. The bride 
then lights her torch^ and holds it out to the bride* 

Vol. XI. ?H 



350 THUNBBHO*S VOYAGE 

groom, who kiddles hisiVom it; and on fliis tlie gues^ 
wish the new-married cowple joy. . 
' Polygiiisy b not allowed here, nor are the women 
coniined; but divorces and mistresses, or concubines, 
are tolerated. 

The Japanese either bum their dead or bury them 
in tl|e earth. The ibrmer seems to have been the 
most ancient practice, though it is now less prevajent 
than the other, except for persons of distinction. The 
ashes are carefully coUect4»iy and after some time are 
buried in the earth. 

Both men and women follow the corpse in norimons, 
together with the faiiiiiy of the deceased, and a nu- 
merous train of priests. After t>ne of the priests has 
sung the eulogy of the dead> he thrice waves a buniiog 
torch over the corpse, with which tlie pile is tJien set 
on lire by the relations. Fragrant ^ices are cast into 
the grave, and the finest flowers are plauted-on^ the 
tombs. Indeed the aU'ectionate concern of children 
and relatives does not cease for i^ears ; and sometimes 
It lasts for lite. This is an amiable trait in the charac- 
ter of the Japanese ; for where the dead are not ho- 
noured, there the living are far from being huinsme. 

Though the Japanese have made as much progress 
in science as can be expected' from the opportunities 
they have been favoured with, it is not to be expected 
that they Jhave reached the heights of Europeans in 
tiiis respect. Astronomy is in greajt favour and Depute, 
bqt they cannot compost a perfect kalend^r, nor cal- 
culate eclipses- with precision. 

Medicme, from their ignorance of- anatomy, can 
never bec6me very flourishing. Of |iatural philosophy 
and chemistry they havfc little idea, except what they 
iave borrowed from casual intercourse.wilh the medical 
practitioners of Europe. 

No nation on earth ha\a smaller code of laws and 
fewer judges, consequently the study of law is not very 
difficult. Commentators on the stiAutes and advocates 
are here totally unknown. Yet the laws «rc severe^ 
and executed without the least i^espect for persons. 
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The original language of the country k at once 
copious and expressive. Of foreign languages, onl^ 
the Chimed is studied; and this only by the literati/ 
The art of (Hintkig is' unquestionably very ancient in 
Japan ; but they are stili unacquainted with the use 
of fusible types. They have also some notion of 
engraving, drawing* and surveying ; but in all thqpe re- 
spects tk^ are much inferior to the Europeans. 

Poetry, is a fovourite study, and it is employed, as in 
Othet countries^ to perpetuate the memory of their, 
gods, heroes, and celebrated men. Music ia held in 
kigh estimation; but they have not been able to make 
much proficiency in the science of harmony. The ladie« 
perform on d^'erent instruments ; but are particularly 
€sHid of a kind of lute, witii four strings, which theys; 
strike with their fingers for hours together, though nei-^, 
ther the efiect noir the execution is very eham^ng. 

Some of the arts and manufactures are carried to the 
bighest degree of perfection in Japan. They work 
extremely well in iron and copper: their silk and 
cotton manufactures" equal, if not excel, the product , 
tioos of other oriental countries. 

Lackering in wood, eapleciaily their ancient work*' 
manshipi surpasses every attempt at imitation by otlier 
nations. Tliey make use of the finest firs and 'cedars^ ' 
and- cover them with a varnish prepared from the rhua 
vemix, which grows e^ery where in abundance. This 
varnish oozes out from the tree, on its being Avounded^ 
and at first is about the consistence of cream, but 
afterwards grows thicker. It is of such a tran^arent 
nuture, that when It is laid, pure and unmixed, on boxes 
and other pieces of furniture, every vein, of the wood 
may clearly be seen through. 

This lackered work is generally fartlier embellished 
with gold and silver flowers, and figures laid on tlie 
vamt^ Old works of this kind, in good preservation, 
fetch a. very high price, as it seems they neither emboss 
nor o«ik>ttr so well as in former ages. Thus it is too 
wiUi tlie porcelain of China; the most ancient is the 
most valuable. 
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Paper is fabricated here from the bark of the moraa 
papyrifera, a species of mulberry, and sometimes from 
tlie moras indica. In Japan, paper is used for a variety 
of purposes not usual in other countries, particularly 
for handkerchiefs ; consequently its manufacture must 
be very considerable. 

If ^e laws in this country are rigid, tlie police is 
equally vigilant, and discipline and good order are 
strictly observed. The happy consequence of this is 
extremely visible ; for no country affords fewer instances 
of vice or irregularity. 

Most crimes are puni^ed with death, a sentaice 
which is inflicted with less regard to the magnitude of 
the crime, tliau to the audacity of the attempt to trans- 
gress the hallowed laws of the empire, and to violate 
justice. 

Fines and pecuniary mulcts they r^^ard as equally 
repugnant to reason and equity, as the rich are thereby 
absolved from all punishment, a procedure which seems 
to them to be the very height of absurdity and iniquity. 
If the ^orrid . crime of murder is perpetrated in town, 
not only the murderer himself, but sometuues his rela- 
tions, dependents, and neighbours, are involved in the 
calamity, according as they have been more or less ac- 
complices m the crime, or have neglected the means of 
preventing its perpetration. 

Dealing in contraband goods is death without mercy ; 
and the punishment extends to every individual con- 
cerned in the traffic, both buyer and seller. The ge- 
neral mode of executing the sentence of the law, is 
by decapitation with a cynietar, in prison ; though cm* 
cifixion, and other painful modes of death, are some- 
times exhibited in public, by way of terror. 

Those whose oflences are reckoned too venial to de- 
serve death, are sentenced to perpetual imprisonment, 
or else banished to some distant island ; and in either 
ease, their whole property is confiscated. 

It appears that there are some laws which do not 
specify the punishment for infringing them ; and that 
fur many cximea the consequences are not .generally 
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kuown* Tfib f^uts them on their guard against the 
comtnissioQ of offences ; since what is doubtful is al- 
mrays magnified more than what is ascertained. How- 
ever, that no person may plead ignorance of the laws, 
they are not only promulgated in the temples, but also 
posted up in rvery town and village, for public inspec- 
tion and daily perusal. 

Directions for what ought, and what ought not to 
be done, are drawn up in a ^ery concise manner, with- 
out specifying the punishment aimexed to disobiedience, 
lor adding any menaces, so frequent in the laws of Europe. 

Inniperiect as the science of medicine is in Japan, it 
has several distinct professors. Some occupy them- 
iselves wholly in the cure of internal disorders; some 
■practice surgery; others only burn with moxa; ;iud 
puncturising with a needle forms another branch of the 
heahng art. 

The most frequent diseases are cholics, sore eyes, in- 
durated glands, diarrhoeas, dysenteries, miliary erup- 
tions, small-pox, and measles. The miliary eruption, 
termed by tlie Europeans the red dog, is very rife here 
in the hottest months. It appears above the surface of 
the skin, rough, and of a red cdlour, without fever. 
Sometimes it is attended with intolerable itching, when 
the patient is in motion ;' but which sensation ceases the 
moment he is at rest. 

No country presents more proofs of agricultural skill 
fiuid industry ; and yet neither rewards ner encourage- 
ments arc necessary. In Japan, the tillers of the 
ground are considered as the most useful class of citi- 
zens, and they are treated accordingly. They neither 
T^roan under oppressions, nor do they labour for others. 
The imposts indeed are pretty heavy, but they are paid 
in kind ; and the farmer is at full liberty to cultivate 
the soil in that manner which he conceives will be most 
^advantageous to him. He is not pestered with mixed 
property, nor inconmioded by Gothic rights of com« 
Hmonage. 

(Xie law, however, is singular. All are bound to 
4(ultivate their land; and if a husbandman leaves moi« 

2 H 3 



354 THUNBEHG'S VQYAGB 

thaii the stated quantity of his farm unsown, he forfeits 
bis fields, and another is at liberty to occupy them.* 

Rice is their principal corn. ' Wheat, barley, and rye, 
are little used. Among the esculent rooted vegetables, 
batatas are the most abundant and palatable. They 
have many kinds of heaps and peas, and also of allia- 
ceous plants, turnips, and cabbages. From the seeds 
of the latter they express an oil for their lamps. 

Buck-wheat (polygonum fagopyrum) is most, com- 
monly used when ground to meal, and made into small 
cakes; which, after being boiled and sometimes co- 
loured, are leaked and sold in the villages, and at the 
baiting places, at a very cheap rate. ' 

As in this extensive empire there is no tallow to be 
found, nor any butter is churned, the inhabitants have 
turned their attention to supply the place of tliese ar- 
ticles, by using sweet oils, both for dressiiig victuals, 
and for lighting their houses. 

They have few quadrupeds, for which reason there 
is httle occasion for meadow land. Their horses are 
small-sized, and not very numerous. Of oxen aud 
cows they have still a smaller number, and tliey neither 
make use of their flesh nor milk ; the sole use of tliem 
{leiug to draw carts, or occasionally to plough. 

A very few swine, of the Chinese breed, are kept 
here. Sheep and goats are not to be found in th^ 
whole country. Dogs, however, are kept from super- 
stitious motives ; and cats are the general favourites of 
the ladies. Domestic poultry are plentiful, and much 
.valued on account of their eggs, which are dressed in a 
great variety of ways. 

That the precious metals are to be found in abui\* 
dance in this empire, is well known both to the Portu- 
guese and Dutch, who formerty exported whole shipr 
loads of th^m. Gold is found in several parts ; bujt 
that it may not lose its value, by being too pieutilu^ 

• 

* In England, where the monopoly of land U become so desti uq> 
tive to the. interests ifnd happiness of the people, we should not k€ 
8«rry to lee (his wise law of Japan introduced* 
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it is prokibited to dig more more than a certain stated 
quantity ; and none can be exported either in bullion 
or in coin. 

The ridiest gold mine is to be found on the largest 
of the Nipon islands^ near Sado. The next most va- 
luable is in Suruuga. Considerable quantities of this 
precious metal are also extracted from cupreous pyrites, 
dissolved by brimstooe. 

Silver seems to be less plentiful than it certainly was 
at one time ; and it is more esteemed, according to their 
comparative valiies, than gold, which is so much more 
abundant. 

Copper is common in every part of the empire ; and 
being richly impregnated with gold, it consitutes the 
main source of the wealth of many provinces. It still 
is exported in considerable quantities by the Dutch 
and Chinese. 

Iron is far from being common in Japan. It i$ 
foimd, however, in some provinces ; but they are nei- 
tlier fond of exporting or importing tliis metal, at least 
for sale. 

As their intercourse with foreigners is extremely li- 
mited, tiie greatest part of tlieir commerce nmst be 
amongst themselves. Their uiland trade is very 
ilourishuig, and in every respect free and uncontroule<l. 
The harbours are covered with coasting vessels and 
boats, and the high roads are crowded with travellers, 
transporting their wares from one place to another. 

Though merchants frequently accumulate great 
wealth, their profession is never reckoned honourable; 
nor can they purchase titles, or raise • themselves to a 
higher rank. On the contrary, they are always des- 
pised, and tlie public at lai^e entertain the most con*, 
temptible opinion of them, under the in pression tirat 
their wealth has been procured at the expense of their 
fellow citizens. This shews a narrow way of thinkings 
for in the most eniigfxlcneU niiUoub, the chamcter of a 
merchant is always »/t highest. 

- The coins used in this country are of various deno- 
tninatipns ; such as New Kobangs, Old Kobaugs, Itjibs^ 
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Nandiogin, Itaganne, Kodama, Seni, Kosju, Kin, and 
Goniome Gin. They are gen^^ly simple aiid una- 
dorned, and the^reatest.part of tliem have no rim round 
the margin, and many have no determined value, so 
that it is necessary to weigh them. 
' The Obang is the largest Japanese gold coin, and 
tught rather to be considered as a medal than a piece 
of money. It. is a flat, oblong plate of gold, rounded 
off at the four comers, nearly of the thickness of a 
farthing : and is stamped on one side with fine lines, 
and difterent impressions of the Dau-i's arms. On the 
©ther side are . inscribed several large black letters, 
Authenticating tlie genuineness of the coin. 
■ Among the silver corns, the Kodama is tlie most 
Tanable, as well with respect to its shape and size, as 
to the impression it bears. Of this coin, some are ob- 
long, circular, spherical, convex, and flat. Sometimes 
they are stamped with more, sometimes with fewer, 
letters ; and occasionally they only bear the image of 
Daikokf, the Plutus of Japan, or' the merchant's god. 
He is represented sitting on two barrels of rice, with a 
jiammer in his right hand, and a sack at his left. The 
Japanese believe him to be invested with the power of 
producing, in any spot which he strikes with liLs 
jammer, whatever hb divmity is for the moment dis- 
posed t* havfe.* 

Having arranged his collections, and informed him- 
self respecting the country, M. Thnnborg, during a 
Very hot summer, which succeeded his return to the 
factory, employed his tinie in making several excursions 
during this seasjon of flowers; and had the pleasure to 
find his toils more amp\y rewarded thaa^ during the 
preceding autumn and winter. 

Among other beautiful or curious plants whidi he 
found here, he particularizes the liiium superbum, one 

* By the Fa yours of one of the interpreters, our traTcIler pro- 
cured a series of the ^ancient coins of Japan, some of them up- 
wards of a thousand years old, which, at his return to his native 
country, he prese/ited to ths valuable ccllection of hit Swedish 
fnajesty at DrotningHoIm. 
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of the most elegant flowers in the world; the cameliia 
sasanqua, a shnib very nearly resembling tea ; the artti^> 
escuieutum, and many. others. 

On tlie 13th of September, intelligence was brought 
that the prince of Owari, cousin-german to Kubo, bad 
departed this lite. On account o£ this event, orders; 
were issued that no person should pkty upon any kind 
of instrument for the space of five days, the usual 
j^eriod of deep mourning. The prince was turned of- 
forty. Some years before, he had been designated for 
tlie emperor s son-iurlaw ; but his ill stars had decreed^ 
that the day beibre his arrival at Jedo, his intended 
bride should pay the last debt of nature. 

On the 10th of October, the newly-arrived governor 
of Nagasaki reviewed the unperial guard in the har- 
bour; and after paying a visit to tl)e Dutch admiral^ 
ship, prcK:eeded to the island of Dezinia, accompanied 
by the gentleman who was retiring from othce. 

The Dutch cargoes being nearly completed, onr^ 
traveller began to reject on liis future plan of pro^ 
ceedings. paving little reason to hope that he could 
make any considerable additions to his favourite study,- 
by staying another season, he formed the firm resolu- 
tion of returning to Batavia. The new chief of the 
factory, indeed, first endeavoured to prevail on him,, 
by oiiers of advantage, to remain here another season, 
and at last to attempt compulsion ; but neither could 
influence him to relinquish the hopes of being able to 
examine, without controul, the muititarious treasures; 
of nature in some otl^r country. , . 

Every tiling being ready, they bade farewell to the 
Island of Dezima on the 23d of November, and em«. 
barked on board the admiraFs ship, called the Stave-* 
nisse. On the 3d of December they got under way, 
with the Zeeduyn in company, and soon lost sight of 
Japan. The lading in each ship consisted chiefly of 
six thousand seven hundred and fifty pickets of copper, 
and three hundred and sixty-four barrels of camphor, 
each barrel containhig upwards of one hundred ai;^ 
twenty pounds. 
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After.aproiperoiis voyage, they aitiv^d at Batavk 
on the 4th of Jaouarj, 1777, when M. Thutiberg im- 
mediately waited on his- tneiid Dr. Hoiliuaoy who 
again made him aa oiS^r of his bouse. He tbea began 
to enquire aftev his former Irieods and acqiudiita&ees, 
and ^Miad that many of them had ielt this transitory 
state. As an irrefragible proof of the mortality of 
tfau dimate, be ineotions that of thirteen persons, with 
whom he dined iinmediately before bis d^arture to 
^pan, only two were now alive. 

Having paid his devoirs to his particular friends and 
patrons who were alive, particuhirly to his benefactor, 
M. Radermachery of whom he speaks iq the highest 
tejtni» of p^n^gyric, it was his next care to examine 
the various articles which he had left in care of his 
host, stow«d in a capacious chest, placed on bottles to 
save it from the damp. How great was his coniu^on 
and surprise, to discover, on opening this depository 
of* many hours toil and application, that the greater 
part of the vherbs he had formerly collected in Java, 
together with a number of books, were perfectly rotten 
ax)d moulded away ! Such is the noxious moisture of 
this ungenial chmate, that it is almost impossible to 
preserve any thuig in it, without frequent attention to 
afring add dryi«lg. 

' Yet insalubrious as the climate is, especially in the 
eity of Batavia, the Europeans, witii very few excepti- 
^s, lead here very irregular lives. At dinner they in- 
flame tlieir blood with ale and wine; and while they 
are smoking tobacco, they enlarge their doses of those 
fiquors. In the afternoon they sleep for a few hours ; 
and then spend the evening in company, with ale^ wine, 
<;ards, and tobacco. In short, they continae th^ir po- 
tations till they are half drunk, weary, and drowsy; 
when they at length retire to bed, where they have natu- 
ndly to expect a restless sleep, and a comfortless repose. 
' After having examined the various productions of 
Bature in the environs of Batavia, our traveller sailed 
to Samarang, along- the northern coast of Java, tliat he 
. might inspect the interior of tliis mcomparable island. 



. He landed at that place on the.gth of Apnk And 
aoon after was attacked with a tertian ague, wh6se pa^ 
jraxysms he conquered by, extract of bark. Scarcely 
was he recovered from his febrile debility, when he un- 
dertook a journey one hundred and eighty miles up into 
.tlie country, in company ^ith Dn Boenneken, physibiftBL 
to the hospital at Samarai^g. '^ . 

On the 23d, they 'coiiimenced this botanicid ex)ied»- 
tion on horseback, passing Unarang, Salatiga, and Koj^ 
ping. Jn their way, they saw the Indian fig-tree, so 
remarkable for tlie manaer of its growth, and the ex- 
tent of ground it covers* They likewise ^iiet with a 
•new species of^ stinging plant, to which M. Thunberg 
^ave the name of Urtica sftiniulans. The touch of this 
is attended with such violent effects, as to caiise an i»-> 
flaounation of the skin, to the lastdegree painful and ir- 
ritating. Even aoimals, when stuug with it, becoine 
quite wild and outrageous. 

On the 28th, they reached a Jal^aneseirillage called 
Tuudang. . It is pretty Jarge, and is constructed of bam- 
boo canes, which alloiv a free passage for the air. In^* 
stead of taking up their lodgings with the natives, they 
had a hut built for themsel^, which was executed by 
some of their attendants with incredible expedition. 
By the time they could unsaddle tbiiir horses and unpack 
their things, their house was not only entirely, finished^ 
but also furnished with a coUch, three stools, and a 'ta<t 
ble, all manufactured on the &^K>t. Some of the Java^ 
aese \^fe employed m cutting batuboos, others with 
two strokes made a hole in die side of the larger canes^ 
into which they inserted the smaller^ and after this^ 
twigs were interwoven between ; so- that in a few mi- 
nutes the whole was. completed, of rude workmanship^ 
it is true, but grateful enough to weanp traiVellers. 

Here they were entertained with Javanese dancing 
and music, which lasted:some time. T:t>s jovial scene 
and spectacle of mirthful amusement would have given 
them extreme satisfaction, had they not been pestered 
by the gnats in such a manner as taei|ibi(ter all their 
pleasures. 3 
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. On tfae 1st of May, they returned td Samafaiig, when 
liJL Thuoberg made a report to ihe governor, at his 
particular request, of such plants as grew in the track 
-they had visited, that might be hene^cial in medicine. 

At thb place too he couched two perscms for cataracts 
in both eyes,. with tlie happiest success, though both 
\fere far advanced in years. A German surgeon, how- 
ever, about themiddle.^ge, being totally blind from the 
same, melancholy cause, could not be prevailed on to 
submit to the operation, though the governor urged 
him in the most friendly manner, and even offered one 
hundred ducatoons for his cure. 

May 14th, M. Thunberg proceeded in a Dutch ship 
ibr Japara, where he was inexpressibly well received 
and befriended by M. Vender Beek, the residentiary at 
\hat delightful place. In a few days he prosecuted bis 
J^w^uey ^ horseback to Juana, where a ship was^ying 
bound to Batavia. In his way thither he lodged with 
.a prince nearly allied to the emperor, with whom he had 
tiie honour of supping, and of keeping up a conversa* 
^ndn broken Malay, till lateral night. 

A f Jter a prosperous vogage, our traveller again arrived 
at Batavia. Being determined to embrace the first op- 
portunity of vi^ting Ceylon, and no ship being yet ready 
Ip ^ail for that island, with the permission r>f the gover- 
jior, he planneci an expedition to the Warm Baths and 
the Blue Mountains, in company with Baron Yon Wurm- 
feaad, an officer. 

On the ic)th of June, they set out, and passing Tan- 
jong, and some other places, they came to Buytemsorg, 
a handsome pleasure seat of the governor-general ; but 
Jittle used, because of its distance from the capital. 

On the 22d, they traveled over high mountains to 
Chipannas, and viewed the warm bath, which rises in a 
Talley, and has its sources cbvered with a hut. There 
%re also two apartments for the use of batliers. The 
water was hot, though not intolerably so ; and on its 
sides was a thin crust of a deep green hue, resembling 
verdigrease* Thesurroundiug earth was of the coloui^ 
of iron rust. 



N 



mm yMkac is aperient, if tak^ iiilercnilyf ftut it if 
diielAy uied for btttfaiag. The dikoale Itefe i» very fio^ 
and agreeably refresbkigt from its devttted dt ^mtjon^ 
tliough it lies nearly oiidef the e^jttator. 

Here M. Tiiudiyerg diseorerad a variety of euima 
plaiyts and aniaMiUf La returning over the noantakis tm 
Pondoged^y tliey stopped to riait tiie celebrated pool «f 
wirter neUr Meiieniedon^ wli^re theyfoiuid tlie dilate 
of tlielidrt^olEatepe, a^dmosstes tnd lidien?, acarftety 
ever to be seen ^ the waniier parts of India., 

Tke fMiJfwkig day they travelled to Ai^idofaas, jta 
view some Javanese idols, hewn Mrjltone, and disperaed 
about itk€ ^OQiA% in groups of tbree or A^ttr, Both tini 
natives loid the (Chinese aacrifioe to theat $ bat on what 
pretext we ate not toid. ^ 

In this roatetliey saw many wild peacoeks» iSyin^ 
ff oin tree to tt«e^ and spreading thieir bdautifaLiaaa. 
'ngeis »re said to .iA very nameroas <aBd fierce, beiec 
for which resisotty tif o soldiers inetflsanliy ble^ steaU 
Freincb lioms, hi <Hder to frighten them aWay^ . 

On the 2&tby they made a diverskKifremtbestraiffit 
foad to Moiint Cherroton, wliicb stands qait^detacb^d^ 
aintosi ill the eefttra of tsbe country^ and has maay siiSi* 
g«kir liatiiral eayitieiy in ivhith the swallows (biraad^ 
esctlenta) baiki Ihehr fiests« These nests are of a gela- 
tinous nature^ and are highly esteemed among the lus«r 
UHous. The naitites wMh tbeAi a present of soovs of 
these edible nats^ and iilisewise uf two .of the birds that 
t^odiKift ^ti^atf wbieb are snmHyund Avfaoliy blaek. 

Here they were superbly entertained by the Javanese 
^hf^f «f IM provinoe at dibner^ and kept up SQkne 
kM of eMtMfsatiott iai Bfaiajr^ whidt thb whole party 
imperfectly understood, 

li<M>naffN!rtbe;y^re(6Medt9Batavi^^ where OEur tra« 
^fer i^tA ^etivmdif very assidooUs in bis visits to the 
iMfii^eat, tti wbieh numbers dhsd^ notwttiistahidiog the 
Aesr Aiedieal eai>e, la fact, the mortality at Batayia 
iM9 been- ^d«mtty liicreasing, wbieb is s«^posed t^ ori^ 
tfinate from the number and the filtfai&ftla of Uie ea^ls. 

Vol. XL 2l 
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•^ Ml Radehnachef asd Dr/Jioiiiiian end^aT0ur6d to 
|>rerail on M. Tiiu&berg to settle in .this couiitf^% by 
iiie mQ$i flattering yie^s of interest; bottiiotlgh ih« 
climate did not -disagree with liiiiiy.asd he had, at tliat 
tiaiei mo particular pw^teeU iii hi» oitive land, he \\aa 
deaf to everj represeotfltion t^at had fbr its' object to 
detach him iVom the counlry Ihat gave hiiu birth. 
. After taking an a^diooii^ leave of iii» friends at 
Baiavia,. he embarked on board a ship boiaid to C<^-> 
Ion, m th^ capacity of swrgeon; and, on the 7th o^ 
July,^they got under weigh with* a sioft fmd prosperotis 
mmd, whi(£ breughfe them iu .sight o£ that island on the 
-sptii of August. In st^img tip to Coluinbc^ the ship 
^d a ver^^riarrow escape iaroai being rtm on the shoals, 
through the ignorance atid indeeiHOo of the captiioi. 
, M, Tittoberg, having liUDt safe tm- shioie^ paid his 
jEesp^cU to G4»ver»or Fald<, a v«iry ie9;rned And^seosiblc 
jaan) at 4he same time poss^ssfid of a liberal spirit, lie 

* ibad^ikewise an introduction to M. Van Skrysken, iH- 
apector «f the ciniiamon tradeyvrko4!Qiumaii)y-w*eat b^ 
*^Re name of Captain Cinnamon, aticl who tr^Dled hini 
.with' much r^rd. And b^-had fWther ttegood ibv- 
-tune to find ^ere two of his €ai'0countrym^, who bore 
honourable offices underj the I)tttch company. It is a L- 

^ most unnecessary to add, that they received bun with 
^ifiectionate regard. 

> Columbo, tJbe iDotch capital of this island, is large 
«ad handsome, and M'eli forti£«d. The governor's pa- 
lace is ver^ elegant Bvd spacious, < tlioi^ it is no mcHre 
tlian one story high. .,^ i .. 

The climate is nai^iraUy as hot as BataTia; but the 
t^oantfy, being more elevated, isi far from &H>re agxee- 
able, and favourable to health... 
- oiar- traveller, in company with a Ceyloaese, whom 
4he governor had kindly appo&Hed to attend hini^ 
tnade ilaily excursion^ in the. vicinity of Coli^nbo, and 
-*f»llected diligently the various productions i^the 9pot, 
-tibich weresulHciently iuteresjtmjto^jepayJbe toils he 
ecchifea in th^u* search. 



Among other plants, the dollclios prniens, cefebrated 
as a yerinifuge, was prttty common, as wis that beau<-? 
tiful vegetable, the Barrhigtonia, wbieh lo\^d the baikks 
of streanis. ♦ * 

It is reasonable to suppose, tha,t tfie itiost valuable 
plant of Ceylon, tlie tree that^i^roduces thccmnAftion, 
did not escape hi^ particular investigatkSti. It is tbit 
launis ciuHaniorauni, and rises to a nnddhng height <and 
size. This tree is distin<»uMlied from the lauru^ cassia; 
which seeros to be a variety of it, by havuig broader 
and iwH-e obtuse leaves. ' • * 

The chief difference, however, bebveen ttie -tree that 
yields the cinnamon and the cassia, may be ascHbed to 
soil and cultivation. Our botaiii«t who was Avtll qu^ 
lified to J ttdge, does not consider them as distinct speciedl 

For a number of years the Europeani^ believed,- and 
the Ceylonese maintained^ thatl;inhamon, to be good; 
must i)e left to itself, and be propagated only by the 
birds. This absurd^ prejudice is, now removed, ahll 
many thousand trees are now 9oen tlouHshfn^g iii the 
gardens^ the barfrof %vhith is tiot inferior to the be^t 
that grow i;iatarally in tbe woods. 

The einnamoti leaf ha« a strong sc6nt of cloves ; th« 
root, oij the otlier hand, smells like sassatras ; btit, by 
m^os of subhotation, yields camphor. The tree, -hoW- 
ever, to which jthe Cingalese universally gi\te the '»p- 
pellation of Kurundu, appears to he greatly diminished 
m the woods ; so that tlm barkers, for several years pa^, 
have not been able to procure the quantity reqliired. ' 
The eoasts round tlie whole island of Ceylon, to' the 
'distaace of six leagues or inore, inland, belong entirely 
to the Dutch, though the natives occupy them undtr 
the jurisdiction of tlie governor.* Tlie interior and 
mountaitiotis part of the island is still posse^^j^ed "by the, 
King, or Emperor, of Oandi, who is so hemtticci in, thlit 
be cannot trade with any other nation. 

• As weil-vrUh^rs' to the jntcrpsts of our j^wn country,. ^ 
cannot help .'being anxioOs, that this vaf|fable settlements npw 
iathe possj;»9i9n of the Gritbh, znty be tufteced Co reiQ^tn ib. 
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Christkiiity bas piade grett progress ubob^ tbe 
Ce^^imese; iievertivkss» hy far. ^e gfeater part of 
ikim axe P^g^o^ ivbo ps^^ gr^ adoniliiQa ta. tlieii 
tdol Budha^ or Budso, whose hn^e b to b^ s«ei^ in all 
Ihak Ifsnpks, aad ol^ia private hoHses. 

Ttie Mooif9, wt&o cmae liitber froTi^ tbe c(mti|iei)t, 
W» fHfeUj Qtt&MrouA in Colujinbo, and carry on aa e&- 
tMUBT^ trade* Tbey are general!^ tali of sUturOj^ aiKl 
^ a ia/^^ coBipkauoti tlia» tbe isbudet^ 
. Havkiy w^^fied his curiosity, io the vidnity of 
Colttiabo, our trav^l^ set out for Mature, iii coia* 
pVBy with M« FlJQ^Qi^ who was goiing thither on jHiblie 
biisiBes$. ']p^i» jouniey was perfori^^in a ptilauquin» 
which is E^ veiQ^d^fiereiit from th^ Japahese nokiuiQiL 
thm route )ay.lhro«gh Fautiw^ Kfdtere, WfUotte^ 
H«k^^»dfv and s^sne olh^ir pki^es. Th^ road coctended 
tioog Ihe co%sl» aod w«$ (^tea i<i€<iiNH]^oiis %pd saur 
dy, dioii^h eQlffveaed oa oof side nilh b^^tflui forests 
of coeoa-trees. v. . 

Ift fiye days they furrii^ at Majeure; and ini^ediate- 
ly set fthOiHl sh^piq|| off three huudred aud twenty-six 
l^es of cinnamon m woollen sdcks^. over which was 
sewed a cow's hide. The surgepos. ^re. obliged to enr 
amine this drug, and are responsible for its goodness. 
This they must fwcertaio by ehewii|g» wfakbi, if. kmg 
continued, brings on intolerable pain, particulaxiy if it 
is of the coarser sort. 

The superftne einn^unon is known by the. ibUen^ ing 
prc^^ies: in the fii»l place, it is thh^ 9nd ral;her pii^i' 
bk; secondly, it is of a liglM: colour^ kicliaing to yel- 
law; and thirdly, it possesses a.sweeti^ taste, and is 
not stronger thiHi can be bcwne without pain. 

Of this esteemed and valuable ba^k, there are no 
ftwer than tea varieties; but sopie of tbein are very 
nur^. Oinnamon is hask^ m ^ woods at two. differ- 
ent seasoi^ of tb%year* The first,, which ifi teirined the 
Grand Harvest, lasts from Apx:il to Aug^^t :, the second, 
or Small! Harvest, from November to tile mon^th of 



On the 1 3th of N'wemlw^r, they set r>ut from 
TVIatnre, and arrived ^t Colrfmbo on the yjth; Here 
they found the disti ligation of the oils of cmtiamon com- 
mencing. ' Only the refu^ and bitjken pieces are aj>- 
piied to this purpose. The oitis sold on the spot fop 
upwards of nine Dutch ducats kn ouni/'. ' » " v 

M. Thnnbero; ^ras at ipitch pains to discover the 
origin and mode of preparation of the serpent stones/' 
sn famous in Ceylon. They are' wholly arti^cial; and^ 
Jire prepared from a certain root burnt, and mixed 
with a particular sort of earth foiled near Diu. These' 
tAVO ingredients being, mixed tof^/ither, are burnt a se- 
cond time, and reduced' to a <lougfi, which is thea 
iiioidded into the usual foHni atid dried. » 

Of those celebrated antfdot«*s aj^ainst the bite fyt 
poisonous reptiles, he procured such a nunibc'r at so 
cheap a rate, that he wii«> ftftei-i^^ds -ew^bled to^ «?*«ll 
ttiem to his friefixls, at the C«pe oflfood Ifoj^e, as^iow 
as a rix-doliar a-piece. 

The fndians, who are e*i*lan<^ered bv such a mtmber 
<if poisonous animals, jriices, and.fruhs, tfre likewise 
richly provided with iijjny natural ant^otes ;' among 
which they reckon the l^'j^num colubrinum, ophiorhi^ra, 
aiid mongos, the mn^t ethcacimw. ^ . 

December 7th, ISf . Tlmnberg made a second joiir'^ 
ney to Mature, at t|ie instigation of the governor, tor- 
visit the lady of <^«^unt Rantzow, who laboured under 
a severe indisposition. He travelled night and day, if/ 
a palaquin, witluvut baiting, and acc<]i!rt})iislted tbejoivf- 
ney in three days. ' ' / 

Having now more leisure, he nmde daily excorr/ons* 
in tlie vicinity ; and as the precious stones? of the iiland* 
moye particularly abound^h^re, he partieolarly ^yfiplied 
himself to .obtain mformation tespcting tneii^ kinds/ 
cjuulities, and tlie mode of finding Ihehi. 'Plk poorer 
sort of >Jtoors are generally emptoycil in coming and- 
polishing them, which was done on i plate t/i lead, and 
for a very moderate charge. / 

Of tliese people he purchased many sr^cimens, both 



/ 
/ 

'v. 



S66 THUNBS1C6-*S VQYAOE 

m their rough and poiiabod state. Tliey. ccMisiit' chiefly 
oi rahk^ am^ysts, robals; hyiaciiitiis, the bUie sap- 
phire,, g9«6ii a^if^ive^ the hke tornaaiin, the gre^ tor- 
lOa&H the to]^, the cinnamon stone, the yellow tor- 
fliaUD^ the.wbil^ toniiatin» the white crystal, the white 
or water sapphii^ the taiisso, the yellow crystal, the 
browft cry;3tal, tli^ hkck crystal, iad tha cat's eye, 
iriit^ latter is a pi|euda-opal, 
• All these precious atones, sowe of which are pecnliar- 
l|^Talttabie,.are moreespecially the produce of the district 
of Mature. They aregeoecaliy found ma compound of 
frt ear& and clay; iHui sometimes several specie^are 
nativeaof the same bed* Many of them are washed 
ek>wn from the raou&tains ; Mid, in general, they, lie at 
fio great dq^thfrom the^urface of the earth. 

The digging of precious stones in this vicinity is 
fhrmed out annually to the highest bidder. In 1778, 
it was said a^Moor rented ^is privilege for one hun- 
dred and eighty rix-^oUare. Sniall portions of land, 
however, are commonly let out to poorer conlaiictors 
by. licence^ 'Who pay^ ia propofttien to the number of 
men they emiplay. 

One of the most extraordinarv trees in Ceylon, is 
virhat the Dutch call Strunthout, and the Cingalese, 
Vrenaei The smell perfectly recembles hnmaii er- 
dttre. "When rasped and sprinkled with water, the 
vtench/is quite intolerable. It is ne\^rtheless taken in- 
ternally, i^ the natives as an eihca^i^ rcauedy. 

Our botaiiist was at great pains to procure some 
Uc^soms of this tree, in order to ascertain its genus ; 
but was constantly disappointed. He could only ob- 
tain txnae branches, after repeated eiibrts ; and, from 
the si^^t of tbNn, he.wa$^ convipcedi that it was neither 
the am^ris fetida, nor the sterculia fffitida. Ha 
brought *sQme live plants of it as i^ as the British 
CJhannel h\ boxeai but they, and many.otiier valuable 
^ and curious %pbM)t8, wiener wMly lost «nd dcstToyi:d in 
ti storm. 1* the wood whiph he carried to hia native 
cemHry^ the s tedt was €»Miely lost. 
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Anotber curious tree is tke slapgeorbottt of tbft 
Dutcii^ probably tiie ophiox\iou serpentiuuui; wbieb i^ 
uot cHily usttd a6 aueSicftcieiisantifble^!gaii)8t8erf»«iiis» 
but likewise in ardent aod matipumi f«v«rs» The 
Eitpopeaas have cups turned of tfie imood^ inlM> wbick' 
wiue ia poured, which^ in a ali^ri tkne» exlMete* the 
virtues of the wood, and is dmwk. a».a stomitidbie* tt 
is of a bitterish tagte. 

Near Candia, the capitait of the coufitvy,. »ndfthe. 
residence of the emperor, caji^or is said to be di^ . 
tilled, This city stands upon ao eminence, neas the 
c^tre of the islcUid. la its enviroosi is aivery hisib 
mountain,, the summit of whidl^ is caUM Mslw^s fern ; 
and here theJather o( the human: race is suppasedi t» 
lie buried. To^ t4)is^ place the Cingfilese make fraqnent 
pilgrimages, and pretend tbfrti the print of Adam's foot 
is still preceptible in the mountain* ' 

Ou the 2dth, M. Thonberg returned fmm Ml^tnnv 
in company ^vitfa the young Count Kantsow* They 
arrived at Columbo oa the eve a6 tb^ new year ; and 
soon after, according U> annual cuiktoni,. thiee anibas-' 
sadors from the en^ror came to Golumbo to pay their 
respects to ^le Dutch. 

On the 5th of February, the flame con^ilnent wm- 
returned to the soveceigii of the cou0tsry,.OB ther part o£ 
the company, by sending a» embasi^, consislbg ot ai 
merchant and two clerks. 

Not willuig to leax^e thi$ beautiful isbnd: ^vithmil^ 
seeing as much of it as posnble^ our traveler undeo- 
tpok a journey,, m cempany witb Messrs* Sluyaken and, 
Concadi, tO'Ne^mbo* at whick^placA tbey arrined: te* 
subsequent day« 

Oa the 19th of Jfenoary» they aet oUt onhonsbadr*. 
somewhat higher up the country, to inspectanefephaab 
toil« or snaia, in which, nmubera of those: aninudswere< 
captured and inclosed. This toil «'as constmeted of 
stout cocoa trees, afanost ill form of vt trian§^« Thci 
narrowest end was strongly/ fortified with. "Stakes dsA 
£na|y held together by ropes'; and became so narrow^ 
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tk^ only ^<me single elef>hant <M>ukl squeeze iMif mto 

< -W6^ 7^ gnvem^rgive* ordewfor ail 'elepfiant 
chase, on the company's jiccount, which happens at the 
espiitttion o£ a^certmi number <Jf' years,;1§i great niiHti- 
ta<ie <»f men are «cdkl into the woods. 'These diftnse 
themsetves^apd. encompass a certain extent of land. 
After this, they gradusdly draw nearer, and with great 
mnse and voeiferation, ^tcewitract * tfeeir circle ; in 'the 
mean time that they force the ^'lephanta to that side on 
which the toil is placed. . Finally, torches are lighted 
up, still mqre to daunt ^tliose huge animals, and to 
drive them mto the preji^ared toil. As sooji as they 
iMiTe entered, the passage is closed . And in this mann er, 
sbmetimes a hundred are canglit ; after which tbey are 
Amed, disciplined, and sold to the princes of Coromandel. 

It is difficult to find an elephant free from some 
blemish; but such as are, will fetch from five hundred 
to one thousandf rii^-^ollars each. 

In hja way back, M.Tlmnberg had the good fortime 
to find that beautiful plant, the burmannia disticha^ 
which he bad diligently sought by himself and others, 
for the ^ace of five months back, without success. It* 
gtew bn the low and watery iands, and had just begun 
to expand its blue flowers. The Cingalese "give it "the 
appellation 4>f wilende wenna, ^ 

Our traveller now returned- to C#hunbot and soon 
made. a discovery, which, if we may j\^dge from .our 
own feelings, was more grateful tlian any in his various 
tours in this island. In passing the gates of the foiti- 
fieatiftlisy he had frequ^itly observed-a soldier present 
his arms, the customary compliment, ajid view him 
with particular aftteutioa. This induced him to ask his 
coMfitry. It appeaFed that he was a Swede, who had 
fi»rmerly been notary in some- college of Sweden, but 
obliged bv misfortunes to leave his native land ; and* 
had saileci in the capacity of a 'soldier, and spent severed 
years in India \ytthoiit any advancement. ^ 
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Having informed biinself as to the quiili^lioiis ^ 
{lis £ouiitr\man» M. Tbimber^ solicit^ ^bi& (Itfctiargje 
from tiic goveruor, and fttmUb^jd 1^ witii recpiur 
pjeikiations to M * Rdd^rmacb^r at B^tavia^ yfh^fet kt 
SOQU ^ter arrived, and was iii»aiadii^lely proiBotad ta 
the post qf ekrky aad after that of a^couatai^gi^iieyal- 
T^is anecdote is so Uouoorable to M. Tbimberg'^ cha* 
jracter, that those who camot judg.e of bi»di^ti0g.uisbe4 
merits^ as a wau of sci<w:ei» niW love )pam ps a lusm «f 
humanity .\ 

The tim^, at last arrived, when h« wa^ to HA adieu 
to h\i^ i^esjiectabk fn«iids £^t Coimmbo. Qc^ th^ 2Sfb of 
Jaoua^Y, i77S^ be (^parted for Qale« wbeife a $htp was 
^3iug» bouud to the Cape; imA on the Otb ol* i^eitf 
iponth he embarH^d on lH)>ard her. 

They set sail with a favourable wkid^ aiid on tln^ 
.l6tb of March crossed tb/^ tropiq of Capsri^om. As 
they approached the soutb^ betVKef&n thirty and thirty* 
five degrees, tlicy bad frequent storms of thiu»d«r^ had, 
rain, aad soqw ; and dfiriing oee of Iheiu, %h^ electrical 
fluid was observe4 tp ^Ust^a iQUod tb« tops of the foie 
aad maimBast 

Several times ia this cmirse tlicy saw water-^j^uls 
boveruig iu .the air, m various iotnas, Thase abv^ 
b^^u to disappear at the bottow. Tbu«der storms 
aud gusts of wind generally succeed these {^noHiena* 

On tlie 27tb of ApriL they cast anchor at tiie Cape; 
a^d after the sAat^ of the crew's beadtb bad been dul^^r 
exanwed,^ th«y >vexe permitted to land. ,M. Tbu»< 
heEg^i^Eonediately repaired to the lodgiii-g$. he bad occii^ 
pied three years before ; aud liad tlve i»fimte satisfactioa 
tpiipida Swedish vessel lying ia the road, with soibo 
of his friends on board, fie also received th^ agreeable 
iuteliigeiice by letters,. that be had been ap&ointed de« 
^Konstratoi; of bolaay m tlie i»iversity of Ups^.. 

Oa the X5th of ]\fay be left tlie Cape tot* the la^t 
tino^e, and set sail for Europe,, m company with lour 
Dutch vesseU. For several 4tiy» the wind was cob- 
tr^rvj^ with thick fogs; aud when it cleared up on the 
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Z6th'i theyfiMnd themselves nearly on shore. ' Had a 
^ heavy gale been blowing at this instant, they must in* 
iallibly have been lost. The coBunodore^ it .seems, 
ha^ been greatly in fault on this occasion ; but they 
aoon after lost sight of him, and pursued their voyage 
undw the.direction j^f the next senior captiin. 

On the 24th of June they were m sight of St. He- 
lena, and in ^ix days more passed Ascension.. The fth 
of tke folk>wu9g month they passed* the line, when the 
custouiary salutes took place. 

Having previously come into soundings, on the l€th 
of Stptember they s^iv^ in sight of the Lizard f oint, 
on the coast of ComwaMi and cruising about for a day 
iind/>ight, at last- discovered the^ Dutcb men of itar 
that had been sent to convoy home the indii«kieD. A 
lieutenant and clerk soon after came on board the diip 
to4ook for- ccmtraband goods: but they kindly con- 
fined tbeir search to the captain'^ c^bin, aud thereonly 
rummaged his wi|te J>Qtttes* 

. On the 2Bth, they saili^d doiyn Chawiei^ between 
Dover and Calais; with a favourable wmd.; but in the 
' evening of. that'day» a sudden ^d violent storm arose, 
ivhSe^ tbrced them towards Jand, rent. their -sais, and 
liro^ht 4own the top-niasts. They were so near the 
breakers, that alt ^gave up the iship as inesdtably lost ; 
and the sailors ceased to el^ert themselves; any ionger. 
' Tndeed, owing tojtli^ a^^arice of the captain and the 
* 4^ief mate, wlio,had di^qsed of tlie best part of the 
provisions at the Gape for tlieir own emolument^ tlie 
jailers iiad. fated miserably all the voyage ; andfiiey 
svere now so exhausted- with toil and' fi^tiiess, that 
many of them tumbled : fro)|i the rigging, and.saseral 
iainte^awsiy on the <Jteck itself. ' - . . ' 

. l^be unprincipled othcers^ nQt e^pecUng the vc^^e 
to be of such \<mg duration, had even been obliged to 
feduce the crew to a short allowance of the wretched 
fare they had^ reserved fot* them. This not only re- 
' cTuced the strength of tl>e men, but occasione<l greM 
-isurmaring an() dfsQpnteat^. For this jai^ariou^.^eom 
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duct, tlie captain and mate wete, in the jtequei^.ar^ 
rdigned, and justly dismissed Irom the service. 

. After a diieadfui nighty wfaeiv the morning began to 
dawuy' they found that they had been driven in between 
the sand banks, nearly opposite to Ostend, and that 
they were entirely ^parated from t^r convoy. Seieing 
a prospect' of safety, the crew uubibed fresh courage 
to extricate, themselves from this perilous situation, in 
which, by a favourable change of the wind> they suc- 
ceeded, and at length arrived safe in the Texei. 

Exclusive of other damage our traveller suffered on 
this i^sfing occasion, he had the misfortune of seeing 
his plantation of upwards of one hundred curious 
shrubs, of both species of the bread-fruit^ and other 
extremely rare plants, turned topsy turvy, ahd abso* 
lutely destroyed, after all his pains. 

With a lieart, however, grateful to the Supreme for 
his protection, darling many dangers in a period of 
seven yeais he had been absent from Europe, M. Thun^ 
berg hired a boat far Amsterdam, and immediately 
paid his respects to hi.? patrons and itiends, from whom 
he received the most eordiaJi congratulations, and their 
full approbation of his labours. 

Having visiOsd the different collections of ^urioaitiei 
in Amsterdam and the vicinity, andiinished his engage- 
ments With the Dutch East India Company, in a mannq: 
equally honourable to both parties, he resolved to 
travel to Enghttdt and to speiKl part of the wi&tcr io 
London. 

With this view, pas$in§ through the Hague, and m« 
specting the stadtholdtr's cabinets of the pi-oduction* 
of.mCareand art, be took liis passage on board the 
En^sh packet-boat from Helvoetsiuyr; but § heavy 
ffMm and contrary winds coming on, they were drivea 
Ikr from their courw, and landed at a djstaxit place 
from London. 

On his arrival in the BrHbh metropolis, his friends^ 
M. Dryander and Dr. Solander introduced him to Sir 
Joseph Bank«^ whose kindoaiwi and favDun }ic adklioi^^ 
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lc!dg€S in the mett gratefal terms. Indeed, oar illus^ 
trious cottBtrjriBan, ivho had himself gfven op tiie al- 
lurements of pkasare and opulence for scfentific pur- 
suits in distant climes, could not fail to respect a man 
inspired with similar views, but contending with many 
superior disadvantages. 

Tite amasing collections of Sir Joseph Banks were 
laid open to his inspection ; and he farther visits, y^itU 
aatisfactioD, the Rojal Garden at Kew, and other pri- 
vate and public gardens, and museums, with which 
London and its vicinity abound. 

In a word, our traveller seems captivated witl^every 
tiling he saw in England ; and he has since had the 
lioiiiiuf of being elected a member of th^ Roval So- 
^iety, as well as of the London Medical -and the Lin- 
tisean Societies. 

Anxfovs, no ^onbt, to revisit his native land, after 
audi. a tedious absence, he set out from London on tb« 
90lb of Jafwary, 1779$ h> company with a countrymtin 
just returned from North America; and taking tire 
route of Holland and Germany, they arrived safe ut 
Ysttd, and soon after rejoined their friends. 

As a Jtptanist^ M. Thunberg has proved himself 
Worthy to <IH the chair of his immortal master, Liii- 
'n«6s. He has even improved on, or, stt least, altered 
Ins arrangement of vegetable!^ ^ redticing them to 
twenty classes instead of twetfty*feur. This is now 
generally followed by the lovers of botany in othet 
countries ; though it is certainly attended with the h^ 
'eonremenec of obUgiog the 9j^ admirefs of vegetable 
natftre to begin somie part of their ^ufKes anew, and 
bas even crr^tied a sciu$m among the professors of this 
science* 
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